Revelation
Chapter 22
Revelation 22:1-5

22:1 The River of Life 
And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. NKJV
* …But the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve HIM. The manifested creative force of God who in a form we can see is Jesus Christ. ******* 12th manifestation of Jesus.
Throne speaks of the throne of the great Priest-King (Zechariah 6:13) of the “thousand years” now gives place to the glorious “throne of God and of the Lamb,” for God is now “all in all.” Contrast Ezekiel 47:1-11, where the river proceeds from the “house” which is associated with the altar; but here, we find that it proceeds from the throne.   Paul the Learner
22:2-3a 
a. The Tree of Life was in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9), but after sinning, Adam and Eve had to be kept from it (Genesis 3:22) and the way to it guarded by a keruv (“cherub,” Genesis 3:24). 
b. Here in restored Eden, the tree of life too is restored. 
c. Like the other phenomena of the new creation (see 21:14-21) it is unlike anything we now know, producing twelve kinds of fruit, a different kind every month.
d. Moreover, the leaves of the tree are for healing the nations—no longer will there be any curses. 
e. Here “healing” seems to mean “making whole.” 
f. The “curses” are evils that come upon nations—both Israel and the Gentile nations—due to their continued and un-repented sins; most of the biblical prophets pronounced curses at one time or another. (Jewish New Testament Commentary)
22:3b-5 The central theme of existence in the redeemed world will be worship of God and of the Lamb Yeshua the Messiah, who share the throne. His servants will be fully focused and completely satisfied when they worship him (which is not always the case today!), because (1) having unimpeded fellowship with God, they will see his face, and (2) his name will be on their foreheads, meaning that God will have made them fully his own (see also 7:2-3&N, 13:16-17 a &N, 14:1&N, 17:5). Night, with its darkness symbolizing God's absence (John 1:5-9, 3:19-21; 1 John 1:5-7, 2:7-11), will no longer exist...because Adonai, God, will shine upon them. Moreover, the physical and the spiritual will be intimately interconnected, since God's immediate presence will make them need neither the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun. And, as promised at 3:21 and 1 Corinthians 6:2-3, they will reign over the universe with the Messiah and with God as kings forever and ever.



(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 
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(1) In Revelation 22:1-5, we move inside the city to discover that it is like a beautiful garden, reminiscent of the Garden of Eden. 
(2) There were four rivers in Eden (Genesis 2:10-14), but there is only one river in the heavenly city.
(3) Ezekiel saw a purifying river flowing from the temple, certainly a millennial scene (Ezekiel 47); but this river will flow directly from God's throne, the very source of all purity. 
(4) Man was prohibited from eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and prevented from eating of the tree of life (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:22-24). 
(5) But in the eternal home, man will have access to the tree of life. 
(6) The river and the tree symbolize abundant life in the glorious city.
(7) "No more curse" takes us back to Genesis 3:14-19 where the curse began. Interestingly, even the Old Testament closes with the statement, "Lest I come and smite the earth with a curse" (Malachi 4:6). 
(8) But the New Testament announces, "And there shall be no more curse!"
(9) Satan will be consigned to hell; all of creation will be made new; and the curse of sin will be gone forever.  (Seiss)
WHAT WILL WE DO IN HEAVEN FOR ALL ETERNITY?
(a) What will we do in heaven for all eternity? 
(b) Certainly, we shall praise the Lord, but we shall also serve Him.
(c) "His servants shall serve Him" (Revelation 22:3) is a great encouragement to us, for in heaven our service will be perfect.
(d) As we seek to serve the Lord here on earth, we are constantly handicapped by sin and weakness; but all hindrances will be gone when we get to glory. 
(e) Perfect service in a perfect environment!

What will this service be? We are not told, nor do we need to know now. It is sufficient that we know what God wants us to do today. Our faithfulness in life prepares us for higher service in heaven. In fact, some students think that we shall have access to the vast universe and perhaps be sent on special missions to other places. But it is useless to speculate, because God has not seen fit to fill in the details.

Not only shall we be servants in heaven, but we shall also be kings. We shall reign forever and ever! This speaks of sharing Christ's authority in glory. As believers, we are seated with Christ in the heavenlies today (Eph 2:1-10); but in the eternal state, we shall reign as kings over the new heavens and earth. What honor! What grace!

Certainly, many interesting questions could be asked about our future abode in heaven, but most must go unanswered until we reach our glorious home. In fact, John closed His book by reminding us that we have responsibilities today because we are going to heaven. Bible Exposition Commentary
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Revelation 22:1-5

(Revised Text) "And he showed me a river of water of life clear as crystal, coming forth out of the throne of God and the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it (the city) and on either side of the river, tree of life producing twelve fruits (or kinds of fruit), according to each month yielding its fruit, and the leaves of the tree unto healing of the nations. And every curse (or accursed thing), shall not be anymore; and the Throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall serve him, and they shall see his face, and the name of him (shall be) upon their foreheads; and night shall not be anymore, and they shall not have need of lamp and light, because the Lord God shall shine upon them, and they shall reign to the ages of the ages."

1. The Apostle here continues his description of the New Jerusalem, and for this reason these verses should not have been separated from the section, which precedes them.
2. They relate to the same subject, and have nothing to mark them from what has gone before, except that they refer more to the interior of the heavenly city. 
3. The description throughout is rather external than internal. 
4. John saw from the outside, and from a distance; and his account is necessarily more occupied with what the city is to those who contemplate it from without,
5. Than with what it is in itself or to those who have their homes in its "many mansions." 
6. The reason may be that it is not possible for us to form right conceptions of things so much above and beyond all present experiences. 
7. When Paul recovered from his trance-vision of Paradise, and the third heaven, he said that it was not permitted him to tell the transcendent things which he saw and heard. 
8. And so John is not brought to such a view of the sublime palace of the saints as to tell us all about its internal economy. 
9. Yet, what was shown him, as narrated in these verses, relate more to the inside, than what we had before us a week ago. 
10. To these more inner particulars, then, let us direct our thoughts, humbly looking to God to aid us to form right impressions of his glorious revelations.  (Seiss)



I. The Apostle begins by telling us of a wonderful River.

(a) One of the gladdest things on earth is water. 
(b) There is nothing in the entire world so precious to the eye and imagination of the inhabitant of the dry, burning and thirsty city, as a plentiful supply of bright, pure, and living water. 
(c) Paradise itself was not complete without it. 
(d) Hence, "a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted and became into four heads" (Genesis 2:10). 
(e) Rolling their bright currents over golden sands and sparkling gems (Genesis 2:10-12), as if meant to water and gladden all the earth. (Seiss)
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(1) "A city without water would be a most disconsolate and unpleasant thing; therefore we see cities at the greatest pains to provide themselves with water, and those are reckoned the best which are the most happily watered. 
(2) It is one of the great Excellencies of Ezekiel's city, that it has a river ever deepening as it flows" (Ezekiel 47:3). 
(3) And so the New Jerusalem is not without its plentiful supply of living waters. 
(4) Of the angel who came to show him this great metropolis of the saints, John says: 
(5) "And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, coming forth out of the throne of God and of the Lamb." (Seiss)
There is not a word said to show that these waters in this particular form ever touch the earth, or any dwellers on the earth. 
(1) The river is a heavenly river, and belongs to a heavenly city, and is for the use and joy of a heavenly people. 
(2) Its waters are literal waters, of a nature and quality answering to that of the golden city to, which they belong. 
(3) Man on earth never knew such waters, as people on earth never knew such a city; but the city is a sublime reality-the home and residence of the Lamb and his glorious Bride-and these waters are a corresponding reality. 
(4) Of old, the Psalmist sung, "There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High" (Psalms 46:4),"the river of God's pleasures." 
(5) Where they that put their trust under the shadow of his wings shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of his dwelling-place, even at the headspring of life, amid visions of light in the pavilion of his glory (Psalms 36:7-9). 
(6) Heaven is not a place of dust and drought. 
(7) It has its glad water-spring and ever-flowing river, issuing direct from the eternal throne, whose crystal clearness cannot be defiled. 
(8) There flow the immortal waters, for the joy of glorified natures, bright with the light of God, and filling all with life-cheer as immortal as themselves. (Seiss)
WATER OF LIFE
(9) These waters are called "water of life coming forth out of the throne." 
(10) They are the issuing life of the throne, as the city itself is the embodiment of God's glory. 
(11) The throne is the throne of the Lamb, in who is the eternal Godhead. 
(12) Father reigns in and through the Son, and this are the reviving and all-animating life and spirit of all this embodiment of Deity in that sublime city. 
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(13) These waters also come to the inhabitants of the earth, and refresh and bless them too, as these celestial king-priests have to do with the people of the earth; 
(14) But they reach the earthly population in other forms, and not in the form of this voluminous river. 
(15) In this form they belong to the Holy City alone.



II. In the next place the Apostle tells us of a wonderful Tree.

a. What is more beautiful than trees? 
b. What a charm they add to our world! 
c. What a joy they are to the monotony of a city! 
d. How did the fancy of the Greek poets revel in the hanging gardens and artificial forest scenery with, which the king of Babylon adorned his imperial city to gratify his Median queen! 
There trees twelve feet in circumference, fifty feet in height, grew on mounds of masonry, nodding like woods on their mountains, and still defying the wastes of time in the days of Quintus Curtius.
(16) The first Eden had its glad and glorious trees, "the tree of life also in the midst of the garden" (Genesis 2:9). 
(17) It was not one individual tree, but a particular tree as to its kind, as we speak of "the apple" or "the oak," denoting a species of, which there are many specimens. 
(18) It has the name of the Tree of Life, because man in innocence was to keep and preserve his life by eating of its fruits. 
(19) It was the symbol and support of eternal life, both for body and for soul. 
(20) And it is one of the special joys and provisions of the New Jerusalem that it is supplied with this same tree, in the same multitudinous sense, fulfilling something of the same offices.

"In the midst of the street of the city, and on either side of the river," John saw "the Tree of Life (in numerous specimens) producing twelve fruits (or kinds of fruit), according to each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree unto the healing of the nations."
‘…And take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:’ Genesis 3:22 KJV  (Seiss)
1. In Ezekiel's visions of the renewed earthly Jerusalem, a similar presentation is made. 
2. There a river issues from the sanctuary and runs down into the sea, of which the angel said,

"By the river, upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months; because their waters issue out of the sanctuary; and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine" (Ezekiel 47:12). (Seiss)
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But that relates to an order of things on earth, which comes into being during the thousand years. What John describes is the order of things in the heavenly Jerusalem, which comes into existence only after the thousand years have passed away. But the one has its model in the other; the earthly is a picture of the heavenly. 
The trees in both cases line the river; but in the earthly order they are outside of the city; and though bread trees, they are not the Tree of Life: 
1. The heavenly River issues not from the sanctuary but from the throne. 
2. It does not flow to the sea, but through the avenues and streets of the city. From the grand center of the whole establishment it seems to flow through the midst of all the streets in the city; that is through every street. 
3. And both sides of it are lined with the Tree of Life; so that all the myriad mansions of the New Jerusalem thus open upon the Tree and the River of Life.
4. These trees, like the River whose sides they line, are first of all for the joy and blessedness of the dwellers in the Holy City, 
5. To beautify their eternal home, 
6. And to minister to their happiness. 
7. They are fruit-bearing trees, yielding their products every month, and each month a new variety.
CAN WE EAT IN HEAVEN?
(1) It is sometimes asked whether the glorified saints are to eat in heaven
(2) We may safely answer that they can eat, although under no need to eat; just as we can enjoy a rose, and yet not suffer from its absence. 
(3) The Saviour after his glorious resurrection did eat, even of the coarse food of mortals. 
(4) The angels ate of Sarah's cakes and of Abraham's dressed calf (Genesis 18:6-8). 
(5) There is also much that is moral and spiritual in eating. 
(6) It was by eating that the fall and all its consequences came into the world.
(7) All the holy appointments of God in the old economy had eating connected with them. 
(8) The highest impartation of Christ and his salvation to his people on earth is done in connection with a sacred eating and drinking. 
(9) The Saviour several times refers to eating and drinking in the kingdom of glory. 
(10) He again and again likens the whole provision of grace to a banquet, a feast. 
(11) One of the most emphasized scenes of the future, to which this Apocalypse refers, is a supper, even the supper of the marriage of the Lamb. 
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(12) And so the implication here is that there will be eating in this Eternal City, the eating of fruits, and the eating of the monthly products of the Tree of Life. 
(13) The inhabitants there drink Life-water, and they eat Life-fruits.
(14) The eating of the fruit of the Tree of Life in the first Paradise was the sacrament of fellowship with life, a commemoration, pledge, support, and participation of life eternal, for soul and body. 
(15) Hence, sin cut off man from it; and all the ordinances and ministries of grace since that time are meant for his recovery and readmission to that Tree. 
(16) Hence also the promise was given to the Church of Ephesus, "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the Paradise of my God" (Rev 2:7). 
(17) And so again "Blessed they who wash their robes that they may have right to the Tree of Life" (Rev 22:14).
(18) Like the golden table of showbread which ever stood in the ancient tabernacle and Temple for the priests to eat, 
(19) so the Tree of Life stands in all the golden streets of the New Jerusalem, with its monthly fruit for the immortal king-priests of heaven.  (Seiss)
THE OTHER PURPOSE OF THE TREE THERE WILL BE PEOPLE ON EARTH.

But these trees are for a still further purpose. The leaves of them are for the healing of the nations. As the fruits add to the joys of heaven, the leaves add to the joys of earth. Who gathers them, and how they are applied, and what the healing is, which they are to work, is not told us, and it is vain to attempt to be wise above what is written. 
But "nations" are then to be who eat not of these fruits, though benefited by the leaves in connection with, which the fruits are produced. Two classes of people are thus distinctly recognized in the new heaven and earth: 

1. A class in glory who get the fruits of the Tree of Life, and 

2. A class in the estate of "nations" who get the leaves; 
(a) But, whether fruits or leaves, a great and glorious blessing. 
(b) As there will always be need for the ministrations of these celestial king-priests to those dwelling on the earth so will those ministrations also bring them the healing leaves from the Tree of Life.
(c) As the Life-waters are not wholly shut up in the city, but descend in a form to people on the earth; so the Life-tree, in a form, yields its benefits to them too. 
(d) The meaning is not that the nations are full of sicknesses and ailments, for these remains of the curse are gone then, though it may be from the virtue of these leaves. 
(e) The meaning rather is the preservation of health and comfort, and not that maladies then exist to be removed.  (Seiss)
REVELATION CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

22:1-5

The Life-leaves are for the conservation and augmentation of Life-blessedness of people on earth, as the Life-fruits are for the joy of the saints in heaven.

III. The Apostle further informs us that there all sin and its ill consequences will no more be.

(1) The first Paradise was glorious; but with all its blessedness, sin entered it, and the curse came, under, which earth and man have been laboring and sighing for 6,000 years. 
(2) Hence, with all the transcendent glory described by the Apostle, the question might still be open as to its permanence-whether sin might not again insinuate itself, with its ever-attending spoliations. 
(3) Man once had a happy and unabridged right to the Tree of Life, but lost it; and that Tree, and the entire Garden in, which it grew, evanished from him, and left the world smoking under the tokens of Yahweh's anger. 
(4) The curse came. It came upon man himself and all his seed. It came upon innocent nature with, which he stood connected. It came upon the very ground on his account. 
(5) Might not the same happen again, even to Paradise regained? 
(6) Therefore the special assurance is here inserted, that "every curse, or accursed thing, shall not be anymore." 
(7) The relief from it is to be an eternal relief. 
(8) Its disappearance from all this scene of things is to be an everlasting disappearance. 
(9) The glory and blessedness will never again give place to darkness, sin, and death.
The first note that John heard coming forth from the Throne when the final judgment was over, was, BEHOLD, NOW I MAKE EVERYTHING NEW" (Rev 21:5). And the effect of that renewal is further stated in the text to be, that every curse shall cease to exist. Not of the holy city alone can this be said, for there the curse never was. That goal of the prayer our Lord has taught us shall be realized, when it shall be "on earth as it is in heaven."  (Seiss)




IV. The Apostle tells us also of a glorious throne.

(1) ‘Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? And where is the place of my rest? Isaiah 66:1 
(2) You must understand that the Father is an invisible Spirit that fills the universe and so He made a being that we call The Word [Revelation 3:14] and this being became the man Jesus Christ [John 1:14]. 
(3) There is only one throne for one God and Jesus who is the express image of that One God will sit on the throne and that is why it is called the throne of God and the Lamb. 
The Father is the soul the Son is the body.      
Note: we all have different theory’s, this one is mine.  Paul the Learner
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Colton said, when asked the question from his dad, ‘Well, what did God’s throne look like? He said ‘it was big, Dad…really, really big, because God is the biggest one there is. And he really, loves us, Dad. And Colton said that ‘Jesus sits right next to God, in fact ‘Jesus chair is right next to his Dad’s!’
Heaven is for Real Page 100
a. There is a central throne of the universe where Christ now sits and reigns with the Eternal Father.

b. The dominion, which he there holds as "head over all things for the Church," he is to deliver up when the time for the great consummation arrives.
c. He is now with the Father on his throne. (Compare 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, and Rev 3:21). 
d. This throne is in the New Jerusalem. 
e. It is "the throne of God," as Christ is God; and it is "the throne of the Lamb," in that it is held and occupied as the result of Christ's achievement as a sacrifice for sin,
f. And in his particular character as the world's Saviour and Redeemer. 
g. It is the throne of God as the Lamb, the All-Ruler, who once was slain, but lives again, and here is to reign with his glorified saints to the ages of the ages.  (Seiss)
THE APPEARANCE OF THE THRONE
There is something special about these thrones: 
(A) In the first three chapters of this Book, Christ appears in the sanctuary, walking amid the golden lamp stands, noting and pronouncing upon his churches. There no throne is visible, for the Church is only the kingdom in process of formation, answering to the period of Israel's pilgrimage in the wilderness. 



WILDERNESS PERIOD
(B) In the succeeding chapters a throne appears; but with surroundings indicative of a special dispensation with regard to the old earth, partly retributive and partly remedial. It is the throne of the judgment period, which holds only during "the day of the Lord," in which Christ is engaged in enforcing the principles of his Kingdom and his claims by visitations of successive judgments upon the world; answering to the reign of the Judges, when the Ark and its accompaniments were yet in the movable and temporary tabernacle, and the kingdom was not yet established.




JUDGES PERIOD
(C) With the Halleluiahs over the fall of Babylon, this particular throne disappears, and we see only the thrones of the Shepherdizers, who for a time rule the nations with a rod of iron; answering to the warlike reign of David, when the preparations for the Temple were making. The last rebellion, typified by that enacted by Absalom against his father, having been put down. 






TIME OF DAVID
(D) The "Great White Throne" appears the final judgment throne, with no signs of blessing, consigning all the unholy dead to their final doom. And then come the Holy City and the full establishment of the Kingdom of peace, answering to the illustrious reign of the wise and peaceful Solomon, when the Temple took its place on Mount Moriah, and there "was neither adversary nor evil." 




TIME OF SOLOMON
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(E) In the Holy City the throne then takes its position, as the final throne of God and the Lamb with reference to the earth and man. It is a single throne, the seat and center of all the authority and power ever thenceforward put forth for the regulation and government of human affairs. And its occupants, and the only administrant of its dominion, are God, the Lamb, and his glorified saints. "And they shall reign to the ages of the ages."  TIME OF CHRIST
No more faulty politics, no more false religion, no more rabble rule or oppressive tyranny, shall then be anymore. For the reign of righteousness has come, and it will fail no more forever (Seiss)


V. Finally, the Apostle tells us of the condition of things under this administration.

(1) He has already given us something on this point. 
(2) He has told us of the directness of communion with God in that Blessed City-of the center of light, interest, attraction, and holy reverence, which it will be to the whole earth

(3) Of the joyful obedience wit, which the nations will walk in its light
(4) Of the health, which is to go forth from its immortal trees,
(5) Of the endless and unintermitting light of God and the Lamb, which shall be in it; but he adds still other items as instructed by the angel.

"His servants shall serve him."  
a. In general, the servants of a king are his subjects. 
b. So taken, there is in this affirmation a picture of universal obedience and loving devotion; no more sin, no more rebellion, no more forgetfulness or neglect of the claims or word of the Eternal King. 
c. All life is to be permeated and transfigured with the most complete and happy accord with the divine will, which then is done "on earth as it is in heaven." 
d. The prophecies are everywhere full of the most glowing pictures on this point. 
e. Even the bells or bridles of the horses shall be Holiness unto the Lord, and the most common utensils in the houses and kitchens of mankind shall take on a sacredness like that of the consecrated vessels of the temple itself (Zechariah 14:20-21). 
f. For the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
g. It will be the abounding element in, which everything is bathed.
h. But the servants of a king, in a more particular sense, are his immediate attendants, those who are in waiting upon the throne, and who act as its agents and representatives. 
i. So the priests, the prophets, the ministers of the Word, and such as hold official rank and place in the divine economies, are more especially called the servants of God. 
j. Such are all the members of the Church of the firstborn, the elect, the citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, the sharers in the administration of that holy kingdom. (Seiss)
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So these all have the Name of the All-Ruling Lamb upon their foreheads, showing exaltation, honor, and blessedness of the very highest degree. They are the enthroned princes of the eternal realm, the servants of the Supreme God, the very organs and expressions of the everlasting Throne.

Again it is said, "night shall not be anymore." 
a. The repetition of this particular emphasizes it as a very special and a very glorious blessing.
b. The light of God and the Lamb shall be so full, glorious, and abiding, that night no longer can exist in that city. 
c. Its inhabitants need no shutting off of day to give them sleep. 
d. They are independent of all material orbs or their revolutions. 
e. Of course, this statement does not apply to "the nations" on the earth. 
f. The succession of day and night existed before Adam fell, and he needed the repose of night even in his innocence. 
g. He lived in an earthly body, and that body needed sleep. 
h. We also have the positive statement that he did sleep, even before he sinned
i. Likewise those who then live in the flesh will need sleep, and their seasons of repose. 
j. Hence, the covenant with Noah was, that, "while the earth remaineth, day and night shall not cease" (Genesis 8:22). 
k. But in the home of the glorified saints there will be no more night. 
l. Darkness of all orders, physical, mental, and moral, shall have no place there. 
m. As the glory of the Shechinah ever glowed in the holy of holies, so shall the Yahweh brightness ever illuminate the heavenly Jerusalem, 
n. And all its inhabitants shall themselves be light, for they" shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars forever and ever" (Daniel 12:3).  (Seiss)
"And they shall reign to the ages of the ages."  
1. Not for the thousand years only, but forever shall their glory and dominion last. 
2. This tells at once their eternal dignity and the eternal perpetuity of people in the flesh. 
3. If they are to be kings forever, they must have subjects forever; and their subjects, whom they shepherdize, over whom they rule, and for whom they hold the dominion, 
4. Are everywhere described as "the nations"-"all people, languages, and nations under the whole heaven." (Rev 2:26; 12:5; 22:1; Daniel 7:14, 27; Matthew 19:28-29; 1 Corinthians 6:2.) 
5. Either, then, their kingdom must come to an end for lack of subjects, or nations, peoples, and men on the earth must continue in the flesh, as Adam and Eve before the fall.
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6. But these glorified ones are to "reign to the ages of the ages," and their "kingdom is an everlasting kingdom" (Psalms 145:13; Daniel 4:3; 7:27); and as they cannot reign without subjects, so nations on earth must last coequally with their regency. 
7. They neither marry, nor are given in marriage, for they are as the angels of God; but their subjects are of a different order, and their dominion and glory shall grow forever, by the ceaseless augmentation of the number of their subjects throughout unending generations.
8. Such is the final picture set before us in these wonderful prophecies and foreshowing of the purposes of our God. 
9. Such are the fore-intimations of that new heaven and earth wherein eternal righteousness dwells. 
10. And such are the glimpses, which our gracious Saviour has given us of the dignities and blessedness to, which we are called by his Gospel.  (Seiss)
‘And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, gushing out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the great street of the city, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve kinds of fruits, and each month it yielded one of its fruits; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the peoples. 3 And that which withers shall be no more, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him; 4 And they shall see his face, and his name shall be on their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they shall neither need a candle nor the light of the sun; for the Lord God shines on them, and they shall reign for ever and ever.’ 22:1-5 Peshitta Syriac Text 100 A.D. to 400 A.D.
Revelation 22:6-21; Revelation 22:8-9; Revelation 22:10-11

22:6-21 This is the epilogue to the Book of Revelation.

22:6, 7, 10, 12 Soon...very soon...near...soon. See 1:1 on “what must happen very soon.” The repetition adds to the urgency.

21:8-9 See 19:10&N
21:10-11 Contrast these verses with Daniel 12:9-10, where the prophet was told, “Daniel, go your way, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end.” (See also Isaiah 8:16; Daniel 8:26, 12:4). Here Yochanan is told, “Don't seal up the words of the prophecy in this book, because the time of their fulfillment is near.” 
Moreover, in Daniel 12:10 Daniel is told, “Many will purify themselves.” But here, “Whoever keeps acting wickedly, let him go on acting wickedly,” because he is past the point of being able to repent (see John 12:39&N); yet compare v. 17 below, still an invitation to repent.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
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Revelation 22:6-11

6 The Time Is Near 
Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true." And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things, which must shortly take place. 7 "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."  8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 Then he said to me "See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 10 And he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still." NKJV
THE CHALLENGE OF THE CITY (Revelation 22:6-21)

Heaven is more than a destination it is a motivation. Knowing that we shall dwell in the heavenly city ought to make a difference in our lives here and now the vision of the heavenly city motivated the patriarchs as they walked with God and served Him (Hebrews 11:10, 13-16). Knowing that He was returning to the Father in heaven also encouraged Jesus Christ as He faced the cross (Hebrews 12:2). The assurance of heaven must not lull us into complacency or carelessness, but spur us to fulfill our spiritual duties.

WE MUST KEEP GOD’S WORD.

We must keep God's Word (vv. 6-11, 18-19). Because what John wrote is the Word of God, his words are faithful and true (see Revelation 19:11). The same God who spoke through the prophets also spoke through the Apostle John. As the "capstone" of God's revelation, John’s book cannot be divorced from the rest of the Bible. If we deny that John wrote the truth, then we must also deny the prophets.

DON’T ADD TO OR TAKE AWAY FROM GOD’S WORD.

What does it mean to "keep the sayings of the prophecy of this book"? (Revelation 22:7) Basically, it means to guard, to watch over, and to preserve intact. We must not add to the Word of God or take anything from it (see Deuteronomy 4:2 Proverbs 30:5-6). And this responsibility is especially great in light of Christ's return. The, word shortly in Revelation 22:6 means "quickly come to pass." The church has expected Christ to return since the days of the Apostles, and He has not yet come; but when John's prophecies begin to be fulfilled, they will happen very quickly. There will be no delay.
 (Seiss)
GOD CAN SEPERATED IGNORANCE, IMMATURITY FROM IMPUDENCE, REBELLION.
a. The warnings in Revelation 22:18-19 do not suggest that people who tamper with the Bible will be brought back to earth to suffer the Tribulation's plagues, or that they will lose their salvation. 
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b. Nobody fully understands the Bible or can explain everything in it; and those of us who teach the Word sometimes have to change our interpretations as we grow in knowledge.
c. God sees the heart and He can separate ignorance from impudence and immaturity from rebellion.
d. It was customary in ancient days for writers to put this kind of warning at the close of their books, because the people who copied them for public distribution might be tempted to tamper with the material. 
e. However, John's warning was not addressed to a writer, but to the hearer, the believer in the congregation where this book was read aloud. 
f. By 'analogy, however, it would apply to anyone reading and studying the book today. 
g. We may not be able to explain the penalties given, but we do know this: 
h. It is a dangerous thing to tamper with the Word of God. 
i. The one who guards the Word and obeys it will be blessed; the one who alters it will be disciplined in some way.  (Seiss)
DO NOT WORSHIP ANGELS, WORSHIP GOD; AND DO NOT SEAL UP REVELATION.
For a second time, John was overwhelmed by what he saw and heard; and he fell down to worship the angel who was speaking to him (see Rev 19:10). The angel gave John three words of counsel: do not worship angels; worship God; and do not seal up the Revelation. The Prophet Daniel was commanded to seal his book (Daniel 12:4), because the time was not yet ready. John's book was an "apocalypse," an unveiling (Revelation 1:1); and, therefore, it must not be sealed.

SCRIPTURE IS STILL ITS OWN BEST INTERPRETER.
Once again, the Holy Spirit is reminding us of the living unity of God's Word. We have seen in our study how John, led by the Spirit, reached back into the Old Testament and used many of the images found there, including Daniel's prophecy. Scripture is its own best interpreter.

GOD STILL WANTS MANKIND TO GET RIGHT WITH HIM WHILE THERE IS TIME.
1. Does Rev 22:11 suggest that God does not want men to repent and change their ways? 
2. No, because that would be contrary to the message of Revelation and of the Gospel itself. 
3. The angel's words must be understood in light of the repeated statement, "Behold, I come quickly" (Rev 22:7, 12), as well as his statement, "For the time is at hand" (Rev 22:10).
4. Jesus Christ's coming will occur so quickly that men will not have time to change their characters.
5. Rev 22:11, therefore, is a solemn waning that decision determines character, and character determines destiny. 
6. Suffering believers night ask, "Is it worth it to live a godly life?" John's reply is, "Yes! Jesus is returning, and He will reward you!" 
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7. Next comes John's second admonition. 
(The Bible Exposition Commentary)
Revelation 22:6-15

(Revised Text) "And he said to me, These words are faithful and true and the Lord the God of the spirits of the prophets sent his angel to show to his servants what things must come to pass shortly. And behold, I come quickly: blessed he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book. And I, John was hearing and seeing these things. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. And he saith to me, See, no; I am fellow servant of thee and of thy brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book: worship God. And he saith to me, Seal not up the words of the prophecy of this book; the time is near. Let the unjust one do injustice more and more, and the filthy (or, polluted) one defile (or, do pollution) more and more, and the righteous one do righteousness more and more, and the holy one sanctify more and more. Behold, I come quickly, and my reward with me, to give to each as his work is, I the Alpha and the Omega. First and Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed they that wash their robes that they may (in that they) shall have the power over the tree of life, and enter by the gates into the city. Excluded (or, outside) are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and every one loving or making a lie (or, what is false)."
Revelation 22:12; Revelation 22:13; Revelation 22:14-15

22:12 My rewards are with me to give to each person according to what he has done. See first paragraph of 20:12b.

21:13 I am the “A” and the “Z” (“the Alpha and the Omega”; see 1:8&N), the Beginning and the End. Repeated from 21:6; see 3:14. The First and the Last. Quoted from Isaiah 44:6, where Adonai says it: “Thus says Adonai, the King of Israel, and its redeemer Adonai of Hosts [heavenly armies]: I am the first, and I am the last, and beside me there is no God.” By applying this text to himself Yeshua once again identifies himself as Adonai.
22:14-15 These verses may be the words of Yeshua (as this version has it), or of Yochanan. Those who wash their robes, who obtain forgiveness for their sins. How? “With the blood of the lamb” (7:14), that is, through the atoning work of Yeshua the Messiah, so that their robes are “white” (7:14; see also 3:4, 19:7-8, Isaiah 1:18). To eat from the Tree of Life and go through the gates into the city is to enjoy eternal life in fellowship with God.

Outside, in the lake of fire (20:12b, 21:8, 21:27), are unrepentant sinners. They are outside not only in the future, but outside even now, to the extent that the Kingdom of God has broken through into this world in the hearts and lives of the saved.

Homosexuals, Greek kunes (“dogs”). One can imagine literal wild dogs slavering over the wicked excluded from the city (compare Mt 15:26&N, Lk 16:21). But Deuteronomy 23:18-19 illustrates the figurative use of the word “dog” in the Bible to mean “male (homosexual) prostitute”:

“No daughter of Israel is to be a female prostitute (k’deshah), nor is a son of Israel to be a male prostitute (kadesh). You are to bring neither the wages of a female prostitute (zonah) nor the wages of a dog (kelev) into the house of Adonai your God in payment of any vow; both of them are an abomination to Adonai your God.” On the New Testament's attitude toward homosexuality see Romans 1:24-28&N. Those who misuse drugs in connection with the occult. See 9:21.
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22:16 I, Yeshua, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the Messianic communities, as stated in 1:1-2.

The Root and Offspring of David. King David sprang from this Root, because Yeshua pre-existed David (Micah 5:1(2), John 8:58), and through Yeshua everything, including David's ancestor Adam, was made (John 1:1-2, 14). But Yeshua is also David's offspring; in particular, he is the promised Son of David who would be the Messiah (see Mt 1:1&N). Yeshua's Davidic ancestry is referred to in the rest of the New Testament also at Mt 1:6, 9:27, 15:22, 21:9; Lk 1:32, 2:4, 3:31; Romans 1:3; 2 Timothy 2:8. In Revelation the term “Root of David” is found also at 5:5&N.

The bright Morning Star. See 2:28&N, 2 Peter 1:19 N.     (Jewish New Testament Commentary)

‘And he said to me, These saying are faithful and true; and the Lord God who is the spirit of the prophets sent his angel to show to his servants the things which shortly must come to pass. 7 Behold, I am coming soon; blessed is he who keeps the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8 And I John, heard and saw these things, and when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed these things to me. 9 And he said to me, Do not do that; I am your fellow servant and of your brethren the prophets and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God. 10 Then he said to me Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 
11 He who is unjust will continue to be unjust, and he who is filthy will continue to be filthy, and he who is righteous will continue to do righteousness, and he who is holy will continue to be holy. 12 Behold, I am coming soon and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Aleph and Tau, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed are those who do his commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For without are the vicious and magicians and the immoral and murderers and idolaters and whoever loves to tell lies.’ 22:6-15 Peshitta Text 






THE EPILOGUE.

We come now to the last section of this wonderful Book-the Epilogue-the closing remarks. The Grand Panorama of an ending and renewing world has reached the point where everything enters upon the eternal state, and we are now to take leave of the wonderful exhibit. We have seen the Church in its universality and varied historic continuity from the days of the Apostle down to the time when Christ shall come for his people, and how he will end its career by taking one here and another there, and leaving the rest, because of their unreadiness to taste the sorrows of the great Tribulation:

1. With the judgment thus begun at the house of God, 

2. We have seen it roll along through the breaking of seals, the sounding of trumpets, and the pouring out of bowls of wrath, 

3. In ever-varying scenes of miracle and wonder, toward saints and sinners, the living and the dead. 
4. We have seen the antichrist coming up from his abyss, captivating the world, running his course of unexampled blasphemy, and sinking forever in his deserved perdition.
5. We have seen the final doings of Satan, in heaven and earth, his arrest and imprisonment, his short loosing, and his final consignment, with all his, to the lake of fire. 
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6. We have seen the thrones of the shepherdizers of the nations, the breaking down of all rebellion, and the coming forth into the living world of the eternal principles of righteousness. 
7. We have seen the shaking of the old heavens and earth, and the same passed through the throes of the long-expected Regeneration. 
8. We have seen the crowned princes of the first resurrection wedded to the All-Ruling Lamb, and led into the golden city of their hopes. 
9. We have seen the New Jerusalem come down out of heaven from God; Sin, Death, Hades, and the curse swept into Gehenna; 

10. The tabernacle of God taking its place among men; redemption complete; Paradise regained; and the nations of the earth in Edenic peace and glory setting out under their immortal kings for an eternity of uninterrupted blessedness. 
And it only remains now to give a few closing particulars with reference to these momentous Revelations, that man may attend to them with that reverence and faith, which of right belongs to them. May God help us to hear, learn, and inwardly digest them to our abiding consolation! (Seiss)


I. The first thing we are called on to note is their absolute truth and certainty. 
a. There is nothing in, which the difference of the Scriptures from all other teachings is more manifest than in the positive ness and authority with, which they deliver themselves on all subjects,
b. Even where reason can tell us nothing, and where the presentations are so marvelous as to stagger belief
c. When the Saviour was on earth, he spoke with such clearness and simplicity, and with such knowing majesty and commanding mastery of all wisdom that 
d. People who heard him were amazed, forgot all other authorities, and hasted away in awe, saying, "Never man spoke like this man." 
e. And so it is in all the word of inspiration. 
f. Even where angels would scarce dare to tread, it enters with perfect freedom, as upon its own home domain, and declares itself with all that assured certainty which belongs only to Omniscience. 
g. Even with regard to all the astounding and seemingly impossible wonders of this Book, the absolute truth of every jot and title is guaranteed with the abounding fullness of the complete knowledge of everything involved.  (Seiss)
THE WORDS OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION ARE FAITHFUL AND TRUE.

1. In case of some of the most wonderful of these presentations, the word to John was, "Write, because these words are faithful and true." 
2. And so here, with regard to all the contents of the Book, it was said to the Seer, "These words (are) faithful and true." 
3. Thrice is it repeated, that these presentations are faithful and true (Rev 19:9; 21:5; 22:6); and twice is it affirmed that these showings are all from Go
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4. In the opening of the Book it is said, that he "sent his angel to his servant John" for the purpose of making these revelations, and here at the conclusion, we have it repeated, that

5. "The Lord the God of the spirits of the prophets sent his angel to show to his servants what things MUST come to pass." 
6. Nay more, Christ himself adds special personal testimony to the fact: 
7. "I, JESUS, sent my angel to testify to you these things." 
Thus, the very God of all inspiration, and of all inspired men, reiterates and affirms the highest authority for all that is herein written. (Seiss)
HISTORICAL REFERENCE.

(a) Either, then, this Book is nothing but a base and blasphemous forgery, unworthy of the slightest respect of people, and especially unworthy of a place in the Sacred Canon; 
(b) Or it is one of the most directly inspired and authoritative writings ever given. 
(c) But a forgery it cannot be. 
(d) All the churches named in its first chapters, from the earliest periods succeeding the time of its writing, with one accord, accepted and honored it as from their beloved Apostolic Father. 
(A) Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis, a disciple of John, a colleague of the Seven Angels of these churches, and who gave much attention to the collection of all the memorable sayings and works of the Apostles, accepted and honored this Book as the genuine production of this venerable Apostle. Nor is there another Book in the New Testament whose genuineness and inspiration were more clearly and strongly attested on its first appearance, and for the three half-century next following.

(B) Augustine and the Latin Council unquestionably had good and sufficient reason for classing it with the most sacred apostolic records, and the Church in general for regarding it as a Book of prophecy "from Christ's own divine, omniscient, and eternal Spirit". And if it really is the Lord Jesus who speaks to us in this Book, there is nothing in all the Canon of Scripture, which he more pointedly attests, more solemnly guards, or more urgently presses upon the study and devout regard of all who would be his disciples. 
We believe that it is God who tells us, "these words are faithful and true,'" therefore we so take them, and build our faith upon them, and testify them to the entire world.  (Seiss)
II. A second particular to be noted in this Epilogue is the repetition of the benediction upon those who treasure what is written in this Book. 
1. In the opening verses the inspired writer said: 
2. "Blessed he who readeth, and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and observe the things, which are written in it."
3. But here the Saviour himself, even he whose nearing Apocalypse these records were given to describe, says, in a voice uttered from his glorious throne in heaven, 
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4. "Blessed he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this Book." 
5. All this is additional to the seven times repeated admonition, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches" (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). 
6. Is there another Book in the Holy Canon so intense, so emphatic, so constant, and so full from end to end, in its expressions of the good to be gained and the ill to be avoided by the heating and learning of its own particular presentations?  (Seiss)
THIS BOOK HAS BEEN NEGLECTED, WITH PREJUDICE AND MISTREATMENT.

It is precisely as if the Saviour knew and foresaw, as he certainly did, what neglect, prejudice, and mistreatment this Book would encounter in the later ages of the Church, and how it and the students of it, and especially the believers in its wonderful descriptions, would be ridiculed, avoided, and put aside, as not in the line of proper and wholesome edification. 
And how will some of these pious scorners, whom Christ has set and ordained to feed his sheep and give them meat in due season, feel and fare, when from the judgment-seat he shall say: 
1. "Sirs, I gave you the complete chart of my promised Apocalypse; 
2. I caused it to be made as plain as words and visions can make anything of the sort, 
3. I told you over and over of the momentous importance of studying, treasuring, and making known to the churches what I thus sent my angel and my beloved disciple to show you; and yet you have held it to be a crazy Book, 

4. One, which either finds or leaves crazy those who study it, 

5. And have not believed my word, 

6. Nor taught it to my people, 

7. Nor allowed it to speak in the appointed Lectionaries, 

8. And have only sought to explain away its momentous import into a little dim foreshowing of a few ages of ordinary earthly history! 
9. Was this the way for good servants of their Lord to act? 
10. Was this being faithful stewards of the mysteries of God? 
11. Was this way to treat what I have been at such pains to give, and pointed you to with so much solemnity, 

12. And promised to reward your study of it with such special benedictions?"  (Seiss)
III. Another particular to be noticed is, the effect, which these showings had upon the Apostle at the time. 

So wonderful were the revelations, and so wonderful was the knowledge and understanding of the angel, which communicated these things, that John was filled with the profoundest adoration. Twice he fell down before the feet of the angel to worship him. 
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SECTION TWO
22:17-21 
He meant no idolatry; but so wonderful in wisdom and intelligence was his heavenly guide, and so transcendent were the things shown, that he could not but think that it was God himself. 
(1) The presentations all along were such as to make it hard to distinguish whether it was God himself speaking, or whether it was through a created messenger that he spoke. 
(2) And in this instance particularly, it certainly was the Lord Jesus whom he heard say, "Behold I come quickly;" 
(3) And not distinguishing between him who spoke, and the messenger through whom he spoke, John "fell down before the feet of the angel."
(4) This clearly shows that the holy Apostles held Christ to be a worshipful being, and that he was none other than true God as well as true man. 
(5) John knew that it was and must be Christ, who spoke, and his instant adoration was meant for Christ, therefore he held Christ to be adorable God. 
(6) The only mistake was that he did not at the moment perceive that it was a created angel speaking for Christ, and not Christ himself in the form of an angel. 
(7) There was danger here of a double sin, one on the part of John in giving worship to the angel instead of Christ, and one on the part of the angel in accepting worship, which belongs only to Deity. 
(8) But John was in doubt, which the angel had not, and therefore it belonged to the angel in truth and fidelity to John, as well as to God and himself, to correct John's mistake on the spot. (Seiss)
IV. A further particular here to be noted is the direction to John what to do with these revelations. 

1. Whether from Christ direct, or through the angel whom Christ sent to show him these things, command was given him: 
2. "Seal not up the words of the prophecy of this Book." 
3. Some take this as antithetical to the command given Daniel with regard to his prophecies (Daniel 8:26; 12:4, 9). 
4. But that is plainly a mistake. 
5. There is no reference whatever to Daniel.
6. Besides, the direction given to Daniel was the very reverse of what is thus assumed.
7. The true antithesis is the command with regard to what the seven thunders uttered, as referred to in Rev 10:4. 
8. From the beginning of these marvelous experiences John was directed to write what he saw and heard, and to make the same known to the churches.
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9. So, "when the seven thunders spoke," he "was about to write;" but a voice from heaven said, "Seal up those things which the seven thunders spoke, and write them not" (Revelation 10:4). 
10. The sealing enjoined stands over against writing and making known, and hence is quite a different sealing from what was commanded Daniel. 
11. John was to bury up the thing in his own breast, not to write it, not to make it known at all. 
12. But what he was not to do respecting the utterances of the seven thunders, he was to do with reference to all other "words of the prophecy of this Book." 
13. He was not to seal them up; that is, not to conceal them, but to record them, to make them known, to publish them to the churches. (Seiss)


V. Again there is added here a very singular argument. 
(a) It is not easy to give the exact literal sense of the especially constructed phraseology; but taking the whole connection and bearing of the passage, it may perhaps be best rendered, 
(b) "Let the unjust one do injustice more and more, and the filthy one defile more and more, and the righteous one do righteousness more and more, and the holy one sanctify more and more."  
(c) Many take the statement as referring to the eternal fixedness of character, both for the bad and good, when once these apocalyptic scenes have been fulfilled. 
(d) It is indeed a great truth that a time comes to every one when the seal of permanence is set upon the spiritual condition, rendering the unjust one unjust forever, and the righteous one righteous forever. 
(e) The same is also involved in this statement. 
(f) But it is hardly to be taken as the main thought. 
(g) The meaning has immediate reference to the non-sealing, that is, the writing and publication of "the words of the prophecy of this Book," and the nearness of the time of their fulfillment. 
(h) The direct bearing of the statement is that of an argument for the writing and publishing of these revelations, and the holding of them up to the view of all people. 
(i) Over against the non-effect or ill effect they may have upon the wicked and unbelieving, or upon the antichrist and his adherents, who is emphatically the unjust and unclean one. 
(j) Though "wicked men and seducers shall wax worse and worse" (2 Timothy 3:13), and even wrest what is herein predicted of them as if it were a license for their wickedness 
(k) Or a fixing of it by an irresistible necessity, and so are only the more encouraged and urged on in their injustice and abominations; still, this is not to prevent the freest and fullest proclamation of the whole truth. 
Let the unjust one be the more confirmed in his unbelief and wickedness; let the filthy one go on in his idolatries and moral defilement with all the greater hardihood and blasphemy; that is not to restrain the making known of what shall come to pass. (Seiss)
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VI. One particular more in this Epilogue is all that I can notice tonight. 

(1) It is a particular, which the oldest and best manuscripts and all the most competent critics agree in giving in a different form from that in, which it stands in our English Bibles.
(2) It relates to the conditions and qualifications upon, which the beatitudes of this Book are suspended. 
(3) Our English version reads, "Blessed are they that do his commandments that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city" (Rev 22:14). 
(4) The now better-established reading, to which all consent, literally rendered, is: "Blessed they that wash their robes, that they may (in that day shall) have the power over the tree of life, and enter by the gates into the city."

(NOTE: See the Codex Sinaiticus, Codex Alexandrinus, the Vulgate, the Ethiopic, and some Armenian copies, Lachmann, Buttmann, Ewald, Thiele, Tregelles, Alford, Wordsworth, and all the great authorities.)

‘Happy the ones plunging the robes of-them that it-will-be the authority of them on the word of-the life and to-the gates they-may-be-into coming into the city.’ Revelation 22:14 Concordant Greek Text 400 A.D.

‘Blessed are those who do his commandments that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.’ Revelation 22:14 Peshitta text from the Syriac.
The Greek speaks of ‘plunging the robes’ or washing their robes, as we would say. While the Syriac state ‘those that do his commandments.’ 
Paul the Learner
The meaning is not essentially different; but the true reading cuts out the possibility of a legalistic interpretation, gives to the passage its genuine evangelic flavor, and conforms its imagery to what was previously said in this Book with reference to what brought the great multitude out of the great tribulation (Rev 7:14).
WASHING IS IMPORTANT.

Washing, or cleansing, is the great qualification for heaven:

1. "The washing of water by the word" (Eph 5:26), 
2. "The washing of regeneration" (Titus 3:5)

3. Cleansing by the blood of Jesus Christ (1 John 1:7). 
(a) There is no doing or keeping of commandments that can save us without this (Ephesians 2:8-9).

(b) Hence, Paul speaks of the Corinthian Christians as "washed, sanctified, justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Corinthians 6:11); 
(c) And John ascribes glory and dominion to the Lord Jesus for having washed (freed) us from our sins in His own blood (Revelation 1:5). 
(d) And the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of our drawing near to the holiest of all, "having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water" (Hebrews 10:22) as the high priest of old (Hebrews 10:22).
(e) Nor can we ever hope to enter the Holy City, or eat of its fruits, or taste of its blessedness, without this spiritual washing from all the filthinesses of the flesh and of the spirit. 
(f) "The dogs, or unclean ones, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and every one loving and making a lie (or what is false)," 
(g) Are all excluded from that pure and holy habitation. 
(h) And whoever hath good hope of seeing and being with Christ in heaven, "purifies himself even as he is pure" (1 John 3:2-3).
(i) So again, in Rev 16:15, this same keeping of garments is specifically connected with a state or habit of watching and being in readiness for the impending advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(j) "Behold, I come as a thief; blessed is he that watches and keepeth his garments" (Revelation 16:15).  (Seiss)
Revelation 22:12-17

12 Jesus Testifies to the Churches 
"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star." 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires let him take the water of life freely. NKJV
22:17 As in vv. 14-15, either Yeshua Jesus or Yochanan John may be speaking here. No matter which, both the Holy Spirit and the Bride, the Messianic Community, identified also with the New Jerusalem (21:2&N), agree with Yeshua in reiterating his call to the thirsty to take the water of life free of charge (see 21:6&N).
(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 

We have the responsibility of serving the Lord (Revelation 22:12-14)
"My reward is with Me" 
1. Implies that God is mindful of our sufferings, and our service, and nothing will ever be done in vain if it is done for Him. 
2. At the Judgment Seat of Christ, believers will be judged according to their works; and rewards will be given to those who have been faithful.
3. Throughout church history, there have been those who have (to use Dwight L. Moody's words) become "so heavenly minded that they were no earthly good." 
4. They quit their jobs, sold their property, and sat and waited for Jesus to return. 
5. All of them have been embarrassed, of course, because it is unbiblical to set dates for His coming. 
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6. It is also unbiblical to become careless and lazy just because we believe Jesus is coming soon. 
7. Paul faced this problem with some of the believers in Thessalonica, (2 Thessalonians 3).
8. No wonder John added, "Blessed are they that do His commandments" (Rev 22:14).
9. If we really believe that Jesus is coming soon, we will watch and be faithful (Luke 12:35).
10. Rev 22:13 is a great encouragement to anyone who seeks to serve the Lord. 
11. Whatever God starts, He will finish; for He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, the first and the last (see Philippians 1:6; 2:12-13).  (Seiss)
We must keep our lives clean (vv. 15-16). 
(a) The contrast here is between those who do God's commandments and enter the city, and those who reject His Word and are excluded from the city (see Rev 21:8, 27).
(b)  It is not likely that those who "do His commandments" are a special or an elite group of saints. 
(c) The phrase is similar to "them that overcome" and characterizes all the people of God.
(d) Obedience to God's Word is a mark of true salvation.
(e) Our Lord's titles in Rev 22:16 are most interesting. 
(f) The "root" is buried in the ground where no one can see it, but the "star" - is in the heavens where everyone can see it. 
(g) In "the Root and Offspring of David" we have Jesus' Jewish, national name, but in "the Bright and Morning Star" we have His universal name. 
(h) One speaks of humility, the other of majesty and glory.
(i) As "the Root ... of David," Jesus Christ [The Word] brought David into existence. 
(j) As "the Offspring of David," Jesus came into this world, born a Jew from David's line.
(k) Both the deity and the humanity of Jesus are evident here. 
(l) For a parallel, see Matthew 22:41-46.
(m) The "morning star" announces dawn's soon arrival. 
(n) Jesus Christ will come for His church as "the Morning Star." 
(o) But when He returns to judge, it will be as "the Sun of righteousness" in burning fury (Malachi 4:1-3). 
(p) Because God's people look for their Lord's return, they keep their lives clean and dedicated to Him (1 John 2:28-3:3).       (The Bible Exposition Commentary)
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(Revised Text) "I Jesus sent my angel to testify to you these things upon (or, over) the churches. I am the Root and the race (or, Offspring) of David, the bright, the morning star. And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him who heareth say, Come. And let him who is athirst come. He who willeth let him take water of life freely (or, as a gift).  I testify to every one who heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If anyone add (or, shall have added) to (or, upon) them, God shall add to (or, upon) him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and the holy City, which are written in this book."

He who testifieth these things saith, Yea, I come quickly.

Amen, Come, Lord Jesus.

The grace of the Lord Jesus (be) with all the saints."

Every attentive reader will observe how much the conclusion of this Book is like its beginning: 
(A) Its derivation from God, 

(B) The signifying of it by the angel, 

(C) The seeing, hearing, and writing of it by John, 

(D) The blessing upon those who give due attention to it, 

(E) The nearness of the time for the fulfillment of what is described, 

(F) The solemn authentication from Christ, 

(G) The titles by which he describes himself, and even 

(H) The personal expressions of John recur in the Epilogue, almost the same as in the Prologue. 
   (Seiss)


I. The first of these points relates to the character and majesty of Christ.

Before he was born, the angel said to Joseph, "Call his name JESUS, for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). This name was given him; and this name he still owns in heaven. He says: "I, Jesus, sent my angel to testify to you these things." It is as our Saviour that he has given these revelations, and it is as our Saviour that he will fulfill them. 
It is part of his salvation work-the great superstructure of which his first coming was the foundation-the bloom and fruitage of what was then planted: 
1. As Jesus, Saviour, he was spoken of by the ancient prophets; 

2. As Jesus, Saviour, he was born into our world; 

3. As Jesus, Saviour, he died, rose again, and ascended into heaven; 

4. As Jesus, Saviour, he sent the Holy Spirit, and ever liveth to intercede for us, and 

5. As Jesus, Saviour, he sent his angel to signify these things, and will come again to fulfill them.
(Seiss)
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(a) But, in claiming that he sent this angel, he at the same time claims to be the sovereign of all sacred wisdom and truth. 
(b) In Rev 22:6 it was said that "the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets," sent this angel; and here he says, "I, JESUS," sent him-sent him as "my angel." 
(c) He thus identifies himself with the eternal source of all inspiration-with the very Lord God Almighty. 
(d) He is not only a Saviour, but also "a great one." 
(e) What he thus does, and proposes to do, and tells the churches that he will do, he does, not as a mere man, not as a mere prophet and high priest, 
(f) But as the possessor of all prerogatives and powers of Godhead-as the Lord God of angels, and the Lord God of the spirits of all prophets. 
There is no place for the Arian heresy in this Book. While he is ever JESUS, born of the Virgin Mary, and the Lamb that was slain, he is nevertheless the ever-living YAHWEH, true God as well as true man, whom all the principalities of heaven worship even as the Lamb, to whom "the blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and the dominion, for the ages of the ages," is to be ascribed.
Nor are these the only titles under which he here presents himself. He who says "Behold, I come quickly, and my reward with me to give to each as his work is," further adds, "I, the Alpha and the Omega, First and Last, the Beginning and the End." Three times does he take to himself this designation (Rev 1:8; 21:6; 22:13). 
Of these three expressions: 

1. The first is symbolic, signifying the same relation to the universe which the first and last letters of the alphabet bear to the whole series of letters; 
2. The second is the same in signification, and is the Old Testament designation of God, even that by which he encourages confidence in the promises and predictions given through the prophets (Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12); and 

3. The third emphasizes the same thought only in a more philosophic style. 
The three together are among the most profound and intense denotations of the eternity, the immutability, the almightiness, the omniscience, and the faithfulness of Deity. In thus appropriating them to himself, the Lord Jesus claims to be the eternal One: 

(A). From whom all being proceeds, 

 (B). And to whom all being tends and returns
(C). The source and the end of all history
(1) He who called the world into existence, presides over all its changes, and brings it to its consummation according to his own will. 
(2) He thus sets himself before our faith as he who originated all things, who knows equally all that has happened and that will happen, 
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(3) And who is the ever-living and unchanging Administrator of all that is or can be, so that what he makes known as yet to take place may be accepted 
(4) And relied on with perfect confidence, as rooted and grounded in the eternal Wisdom and Almightiness. 
(5) He must therefore be the Word of God, the beginning of the creation of God and the one who as Jesus Christ was manifested in the flesh the Son of the Father.  (Seiss)
a. And in this character he makes and engages to perform whatever is predicted in the prophecies of this Book. 
b. Think of it this way, God who is Spirit created a being called The Word, from, which all things that we know and don’t know were created. 
c. This Word [Memra in the Targum and Logos in the Greek and Word in our English] appeared in different times to different individuals as the Theophanies [manifestation of God]. 
d. Since prophets and kings were not able to accomplish the purpose of God, the Word came to earth as a babe and lived among men for some thirty-three years 
e. And during this time proved the creative powers of God through the miracles that were performed.

f. Now He is back in heaven as the manifestation of the invisible God, the one we now call Jesus Christ.  Paul the Learner
     II. A second of these remaining points relates to the time when these things shall come to pass.

1. One cannot but be impressed with the constantly repeated expressions touching the nearness of these occurrences. 
2. In the very opening verses the note was sounded, "The time is near." 
3. The same is heard throughout all that followed. 
4. And here, in the conclusion of all, the same is reiterated, over and over, that these things" must come to pass shortly." 
5. Three times the Saviour says, "Behold, I come quickly." 
6. And the voice, which commanded the seer not to seal up what he heard and saw, also adds, "The time is near." 
7. Nor is it here alone, but throughout the New Testament in general, that such expressions are used. 
8. Everywhere is the promised Apocalypse of the Lord Jesus represented as close at hand, liable to occur at any time. 
9. The impression thus made upon the early Christians was, that Christ might come at any day or hour, even in their own lifetime. 
10. Exactly when he would come, was nowhere told them.  (Seiss)
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‘But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they passed not; And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.’ 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 KJV

THERE IS NO WAY THAT YOU WILL KNOW THE DAY OR HOUR OF HIS COMING.

(1) According to the Savior’s word, it was not for them to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power (Acts 1:6-7). 
(2) Nay, from that time to the present, and for all time until the promise itself comes to be fulfilled, the saying of Christ has held, and must hold, 
(3) "Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only" (Matthew 24:36). 
(4) It was useless, therefore, for them, and will continue to be useless for anyone, to attempt to ascertain or determine, how long it will be until Christ shall come again, or how soon all these things shall be accomplished. 
(5) When once they begin to come to pass, people will be able to tell where they are and to know that the time has arrived; but, until then, they must remain in ignorance. 
(6) All the instruction, which we have upon the subject is, that what is foreshown will certainly come to pass; and that, from the beginning until the fulfillment commences, 
(7) We are to be in constant expectation of it any year, any day, any hour; to which the ever-present and ever-intensifying signs, together with the multiplied precepts of the holy Scriptures, continually admonish us. (Seiss)
III. A third of these remaining points relates to the proper spiritual affection toward the speedy accomplishment of these holy predictions.
1. The Apocalypse of Christ is the coming or revelation of Christ in the scenes and achievements, which are here described. 
2. But it is not made known to us as a thing of cold and barren speculation. 
3. It is the living outcome of all our faith and hope as Christians. 
4. It is a thing to, which every proper Christian impulse necessarily goes out. 
5. There can be no genuine Christianity, no true and living sympathy with what we profess to believe, if there be no going forth of the soul to what is thus set before us. 
6. This is here expressed with a depth and intensity, which should not fail to impress every serious heart.
7. And in all these gracious operations there is a direct and constant reference to these things to come, to make them known, to awaken and nurture faith in them, and to prepare people to become partakers in their blessedness.
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8. In all these operations there is therefore a constant looking and yearning for the fulfillment of what is thus to come.  (Seiss)
22:18-19 The warning of either Yeshua or Yochanan follows the form of Deuteronomy 4:2, which reads:

“Don't add anything to the word which I am commanding you, and don't take anything away from it, so that you may keep the mitzvot of Adonai your God which I am commanding you.”

Yochanan's warning refers to the Book of Revelation, not to the whole Bible. However, it is a warning, which I or anyone who deals with the Word of God must keep in mind at all times. It is my fervent hope that both my translation and my commentary have not distorted what God meant us to know, for work of this kind mediates eternal destinies. My prayer is that the eternal destinies of the readers of this commentary will be with God and his son Yeshua, and that my work has not distanced anyone from him but brought people closer.

22:20-21 The congregation is instructed to say “Amen” (Romans 9:5&N) at the close of the public reading of the book (1:3). The two final sentences, one for heaven and one for earth, set the tone for those inspired to do the Lord's will. So I echo the words of Yochanan: Come, Lord Yeshua, and May the grace of the Lord Yeshua be with all.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

IV. Accordingly, there is presented still another point with reference to the preservation of what is set forth in this Book. 
(1) It is the Book of the outcomes of all the operations of God in our world. 
(2) It is the great Redeemer's own foreshowing to his people how and wherein all their faith in him and all their expectations as true believers are to reach their final goal. 
(3) There is therefore no more important sacred Book, none more necessary to regulate the beliefs and anticipations of Christian people with regard to the future. 
(4) To tamper with it, is to tamper with the divinely given chart of the most momentous things in the destiny of Christ and his Church and people. 
(5) And hence, with a solemnity that we nowhere else encounter, and with a stringency the most intense in all the Word of God, the Saviour himself, from his throne in heaven, says: 
(6) "I testify to every one who heareth the words of the prophecy of this Book, If anyone add or shall have added to or upon them, God shall add to or upon him the plagues which are written in this Book,' 
(7) And if anyone shall take away from the words of the Book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and the Holy City which are written in this Book."
   (Seiss)
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THE PLAGUES.
1. The penalty upon every corrupter of these records also helps to fix and establish the right interpretation of them
2. "Plagues" constitute one of the prominent subjects; and those "plagues" are to be laid upon each hearer who involves himself in the guilt of adding to or diminishing the contents of this Book. 
3. They must therefore be literal "plagues," such as can be laid upon separate individuals, and not mere symbols of disturbances of nations, shakings of empires, calamities to systems, and revolutions in governments. 
4. Such "plagues" are incapable of being imposed upon individual men, and individual persons are contemplated in this anathema. 
5. Except, therefore, where otherwise indicated, "the plagues, which are written in this Book" are contemplated by Christ himself as literal "plagues;" and we have simply followed his mind in so explaining them.  (Seiss)
V. Yet one other point remains to be noticed. It is Christ's own final summation of the contents of this Book. 

1. From the beginning we were told that it was given to show the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ. 
2. The whole series of visions fit together as so many successive acts and administrations in the closing up of this present world, and the introduction of the eternal order, according to God's eternal purpose.

3. And so here, in the last words of the Book, the Saviour himself sums up the all-comprehending substance of the whole in this one brief sentence: 
4. "He who testifieth these things saith, YEA, I COME QUICKLY."

5. Who that has ever looked carefully into the subject, but has been struck with the towering prominence, which the Scriptures everywhere assign to the coming again of the Lord Jesus? 
6. The New Testament has more references to this particular topic than it has pages. 
7. Of all the seven or eight thousand verses of, which it is composed, one out of every twenty-five points forward with eager gesture to the appearing again of the Lord Jesus. 
8. Again and again it is set forth as the great hope of the Church. 
9. There is not a Christian grace or virtue for the enforcement of, which appeal is not made to it. 
10. Nor is there another subject upon, which more stress is laid in all the Word of God. 
11. But his last word was," Yea, I come quickly." 
12. And on the dark and misty beach sloping out into the eternal sea, each true believer stands by the love-lit fire, looking, and waiting, and praying and hoping for the fulfillment of his word, 
13. In nothing gladder than in his pledge and promise, and calling ever from the soul of sacred love," EVEN SO COME, LORD JESUS." 
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14. And if by these long studies any hearers are brought to such love-waiting and watching on these dark shores of time, with thanks and praises to Him from whom has come the grace, 
15. And with heart and soul set in confident expectation of the speedy fulfillment of the wonders we have been contemplating, I am content to take my leave of these labors.   
16. "The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints."  (The Apocalypse: Exposition of Revelation)
We must keep expecting Christ to return (Revelation 22:17-21).
(a) Three times in this closing chapter John wrote, "I [Christ] come quickly" (Rev 22:7, 12, 20).

(b) But He has "delayed" His return for nearly 2,000 years! 
(c) Yes, He has; and Peter tells us why: God wants to give this sinful world opportunity to repent and be saved (2 Peter 3:1 ff). 
(d) In the meantime, the Spirit of God, through the church (the bride), calls for Jesus to come; for the bride wants to meet her Bridegroom and enter into her home.
(e) "Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20).
(f) But believers ought also to invite lost sinners to trust Christ and drink the water of life.

(g) Indeed, when the church lives in expectancy of Christ's return, such an attitude provokes ministry and evangelism as well as purity of heart. 
(h) We want to tell others of the grace of God.
(i) A true understanding of Bible prophecy should both motivate us to obey God's Word and to share God's invitation with a lost world.

If our study of Revelation has been truly led by the Spirit, then we will join John in the Bible's last prayer.” Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"     Are you ready?  (The Bible Exposition Commentary)
Revelation 22:18-21

18 A Warning 
For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 20 I Am Coming Quickly He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming quickly." Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.NKJV
Before we leave this study of Revelation I would like to add some thoughts from the Ante-Nicene Fathers from Volume 7 ‘Lactantius on ‘The Divine Institutes page 213 chapter 16 –Of the devastation of the world, and its prophetic omens. [These primitive interpretations of Daniel and Revelation by John]. When you think of people who tell the future in the world that’s a Sibyl. 
Editor's Introductory Note [A.D. 260-330]
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LACTANTIUS has always held a very high place among the Christian Fathers, not only on account of the subject-matter of his writings, but also on account of the varied erudition the Sweetness of expression, and the grace and elegance of style, by which they are characterized. It appears, therefore, more remarkable that so little is known with certainty respecting his personal history. 
1. We are unable to fix with precision either the place or time of his birth, and even his name has been the subject of much discussion. 
2. It is known that he was a pupil of Arnobius, who gave lectures in rhetoric at Sicca in Africa
3. Hence it has been supposed that Lactantius was a native of Africa, while others have maintained that he was born in Italy, and that his birthplace probably was Firmium, on the Adriatic. 
4. He was probably born about the middle of the third century, since he is spoken of as far advanced in life about A.D. 315. 
5. He is usually denominated "Lucius Caelius Firmianus Lactantius;" but the name Caecilius is sometimes substituted for Caelius and it is uncertain whether Firmianus is a family name or a local designation. 
6. Some have even supposed that he received the name of Lactantius from the milky softness of his style.
7. He attained to great eminence as a teacher of rhetoric, and his fame far outstripped the reputation of his master Arnobius. 
8. Such, indeed, was his celebrity, that he was invited by the Emperor Diocletian to settle at Nicomedia, and there practise his art.
9. He appears, however, to have met with so little success in that city, as to be reduced to extreme indigence. 
10. Abandoning his profession as a pleader, he devoted himself to literary composition. 

It was probably at this period that he embraced the Christian faith, and we may perhaps be justified in supposing some connection between his poverty and his change of religion. He was afterwards called to settle in Gaul, probably about A.D. 315, and the Emperor Constantine entrusted to him. The education of his son Crispus. He is believed to have died at Trèves about A.D. 325.
(From Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume 7, PC Study Bible electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
- LACTANTIUS\THE DIVINE INSTITUTES\BOOK SEVEN 

Chapter XVI 

Of the Devastation of the World, and It’s Prophetic Omens.  

But, test any one should think this incredible, I will show how it will come to pass:
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1. First, the kingdom will be enlarged, and the chief power, dispersed among many and divided, will be diminished. 
2. Then civil discords will perpetually be sown; nor will there be any rest from deadly wars, until ten kings arise at the same time, who will divide the world, not to govern, but to consume it. 
(a) These, having increased their armies to an immense extent, and having deserted the cultivation of the fields, which is the beginning of overthrow and disaster, will lay waste and break in pieces and consume all things. 
(b) Then a most powerful enemy will suddenly arise against him from the extreme boundaries of the northern region, who, having destroyed three of that number who shall then be in possession of Asia, 
(c) Shall be admitted into alliance by the others, and shall be constituted prince of all. 
(d) He shall harass the world with an intolerable rule; shall mingle things divine and human; shall contrive things impious to relate, 
(e) And detestable; shall meditate new designs in his breast, that he may establish the government for himself: 
(f) He will change the laws, and appoint his own; he will contaminate, plunder, spoil, and put to death. 
(g) And at length, the name being changed and the seat of government being transferred, confusion and the disturbance of mankind will follow. 
(h) Then, in truth, a detestable and abominable time shall come, in which life shall be pleasant to none of men.
(i) Cities shall be utterly overthrown, and shall perish; not only by fire and the sword, but also by continual earthquakes and overflowing of waters, and by frequent diseases and repeated famines. 
(j) For the atmosphere will be tainted, and become corrupt and pestilential-at one time by unseasonable rains, at another by barren drought, now by colds, and now by excessive heats.

(k) Nor will the earth give its fruit to man: no field, or tree, or vine will produce anything; but after they have given the greatest hope in the blossom, they will fail in the fruit.
(l) Fountains also shall be dried up, together with the rivers; so that there shall not be a sufficient supply for drinking; and waters shall be changed into blood or bitterness. 
(m) On account of these things, beasts shall fail on the land, and birds in the air, and fishes in the sea. 
(n) Wonderful prodigies also in heaven shall confound the minds of men with the greatest terrors, and the trains of comets, and the darkness of the sun, and the color of the moon, and the gliding of the falling stars. 
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(o) Nor, however, will these things take place in the accustomed manner; but there will suddenly appear stars unknown and unseen by the eyes; 
(p) The sun will be perpetually darkened, so that there will be scarcely any distinction between the night and the day. 
(q) The moon will now fail, not for three hours only, but overspread with perpetual blood, will go through extraordinary movements, 
(r) So that it will not be easy for man to ascertain the courses of the heavenly bodies or the system of the times; for there will either be summer in the winter, or winter in the summer.

(s) Then the year will be shortened, and the month diminished, and the day contracted into a short space; and stars shall fall in great numbers, 
(t) So that all the heaven will appear dark without any lights. 
(u) The loftiest mountains also will fall, and be leveled with the plains; the sea will be rendered un-navigable. 
(v) And that nothing may be wanting to the evils of men and the earth, the trumpet shall be heard from heaven, which the Sibyl foretells in this manner:
"The trumpet from heaven shall utter its wailing voice."

1. And then all shall tremble and quake at that mournful sound. 
2. But then, through the anger of God against the men who have not known righteousness, the sword and fire, famine and disease, shall reign; and, above all things, fear always overhanging. 
3. Then they shall call upon God, but He will not hear them; death shall be desired, but it will not come; not even shall night give rest to their fear, nor shall sleep approach to their eyes,

4. But anxiety and watchfulness shall consume the souls of men; they shall deplore and lament, and gnash their teeth; they shall congratulate the dead, and bewail the living. 
5. Through these and many other evils there shall be desolation on the earth, and the world shall be disfigured and deserted, which is thus expressed in the verses of the Sibyl:-
"The world shall be despoiled of beauty, through the destruction of men."

For the human race will be so consumed, that scarcely the tenth part of men will be left; and from whence a thousand had gone forth, scarcely a hundred will go forth. Of the worshippers of God also, two parts will perish; and the third part, which shall have been proved, will remain. 
Chapter XVII 

Of the False Prophet, and the Hardships of the Righteous, and His Destruction.

But I will more plainly set forth the manner in which this happens: 
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1. When the close of the times draws nigh, a great prophet [2] shall be sent from God to turn men to the knowledge of God, and he shall receive the power of doing wonderful things. Wherever men shall not hear him, he will shut up the heaven, and cause it to withhold its rains; he will turn their water into blood, and torment them with thirst and hunger; and if any one shall endeavor to injure him, fire, shall come forth out of his mouth, and shall burn that man.  [See Revelation 12]
2. By these prodigies and powers he shall turn many to the worship of God; and when his works shall be accomplished, another king shall arise out of Syria, born from an evil spirit, the over thrower and destroyer of the human race, who shall destroy that, which is left by the former evil, together with himself. He shall fight against the prophet of God, and shall overcome, and slay him, and shall suffer him to lie unburied; but after the third day he shall come to life again; and while all look on and wonder, he shall be caught up into heaven. [Rev. 12, 13].
3. But that king will not only be most disgraceful in himself, but he will also be a prophet of lies; and he will constitute and call himself God, and will order himself to be worshipped as the Son of God; and power will be given him to do signs and wonders, by the sight of which he may entice men to adore him. [See Revelation 13].
4. He will command fire to come down from heaven, and the sun to stand and leave his course, and an image to speak; and these things shall be done at his word, -by which miracles many even of the wise shall be enticed by him. Then he will attempt to destroy the temple of God, and persecute the righteous people; and there will be distress and tribulation? Such as there never has been from the beginning of the world.
5. As many as shall believe him and unite themselves to him, shall be marked by him as sheep; but they who shall refuse his mark will either flee to the mountains, or, being seized, will be slain with studied tortures. He will also enwrap righteous men with the books of the prophets, and thus burn them; and power will be given him to desolate the whole earth for forty-two months. 

6. That will be the time in which righteousness shall be cast out, and innocence be hated; in which the wicked shall prey upon the good as enemies; neither law, nor order, nor military discipline shall be preserved; no one shall reverence hoary locks, nor recognize the duty of piety, nor pity sex or infancy; all things shall be confounded and mixed together against right, and against the laws of nature. 
7. Thus the earth shall be laid waste, as though by one common robbery. When these things shall so happen, then the righteous and the followers of truth shall separate themselves from the wicked, and flee into solitudes [144,000]. And when he hears of this, the impious king, inflamed with anger, will come with a great army, and bringing up all his forces, will surround all the mountain in which the righteous shall be situated, that he may seize them. 
8. But they, when they shall see themselves to be shut in on all sides and besieged, will call upon God with a loud voice, and implore the aid of heaven; and God shall hear them, and send from heaven a great king [Jesus the Word] to rescue and free them, and destroy all the wicked with fire and sword.  
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Chapter XVIII 

Of the Fortunes of the World at the Last Time, and of the Things Foretold by the Soothsayers.

That these things will thus take place, all the prophets have announced from the inspiration of God, and also the soothsayers at the instigation of the demons. 
1. For Hystaspes, whom I have named above, having described the iniquity of this last time, says that the pious and faithful, being separated from the wicked, will stretch forth their hands to heaven with weeping and mourning, and will implore the protection of Jupiter: that Jupiter will look to the earth, and hear the voices of men, and will destroy the wicked. All which things are true accept one that he attributed to Jupiter those things, which God will do. 
2. But that also was withdrawn from the account, not without fraud on the part of the demons, viz., that the Son of God would then be sent, who, having destroyed all the wicked, would set at liberty the pious. 
3. Which, however, Hermes did not conceal. For in that book, which is entitled the Complete Treatise, after an enumeration of the evils concerning which we have spoken, he added these things: "But when these things thus come to pass, then He who is Lord, and Father, and God, and the Creator of the first and one God, looking upon what is done, and opposing to the disorder His own will, that is, goodness, and recalling the wandering and cleansing wickedness, partly inundating it with much water, and partly burning it with most rapid fire, and sometimes pressing it with wars and pestilences, He brought His world to its ancient state and restored it." 
4. The Sibyls also show that it would not be otherwise than that the Son of God should be sent by His supreme Father, to set free the righteous from the hands of the wicked, and to destroy the unrighteous, together with their cruel tyrants. One of whom thus wrote:
"He shall come also; wishing to destroy the city of the blest; and a king sent against him from the gods shall slay all the great kings and chief men: then judgment shall thus come from the Immortal to men."

Also another Sibyl:
"And then God shall send a king from the sun, who shall cause all the earth to cease from disastrous war."

And again another:
"He will take away the intolerable yoke of slavery which is placed on our neck, and he will do away with impious laws and violent chains."

Chapter XIX 

Of the Advent of Christ to Judgment, and of the Overcoming of the False Prophet.

The world therefore being oppressed, since the resources of men shall be insufficient for the overthrow of a tyranny of immense strength, inasmuch as it will press upon the captive world with great armies of robbers; that calamity so great will stand in need of divine assistance. 
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Therefore God, being aroused both by the doubtful danger and by the wretched lamentation of the righteous, will immediately send a deliverer. Then the middle of the heaven shall be laid open in the dead and darkness of the night, that the light of the descending God may be manifest in all the world as lightning. 
Of which the Sibyl spoke in these words:
"When He shall come, there will be fire and darkness in the midst of the black night."

This is the night, which is celebrated by us in watchfulness on account of the coming of our King and God: of, which night there is a twofold meaning; 
(a) Because in it He then received life when He suffered, and hereafter He is about to receive the kingdom of the world. For He is the Deliverer, and Judge, and Avenger, and King, and God, whom we call Christ, who before He descends will give this sign: 
(b) There shall suddenly fall from heaven a sword, that the righteous may know that the leader of the sacred warfare is about to descend; 

(c) And He shall descend with a company of angels to the middle of the earth, and there shall go before Him an unquenchable fire, and the power of the angels shall deliver into the hands of the just that multitude which has surrounded the mountain, and they shall be slain from the third hour until the evening, and blood shall flow like a torrent; and all his forces being destroyed, the wicked one shall alone escape, and his power shall perish from him.
(d) Now this is he who is called Antichrist; but he shall falsely call himself Christ, and shall fight against the truth, and being overcome shall flee; and shall often renew the war, and often be conquered, until in the fourth battle, all the wicked being slain, subdued, and captured, he shall at length pay the penalty of his crimes. 
(e) But other princes also and tyrants who have harassed the world, together with him, shall be led in chains to the king; and he shall rebuke them, and reprove them, and upbraid them with their crimes, and condemn them, and consign them to deserved tortures. 
(f) Thus, wickedness being extinguished and impiety suppressed, the world will be at rest, which having been subject to error and wickedness for so many ages, endured dreadful slavery. No longer shall gods made by the hands be worshipped; but the images being thrust out from their temples and couches, shall be given to the fire, and shall be burnt, together with their wonderful gifts: 
Which also the Sibyl, in accordance with the prophets, announced as about to take place:
"But mortals shall break in pieces the images and all the wealth."

The Erythraean Sibyl also made the same promise:
"And the works made by the hand of the gods shall be burnt up."
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Chapter XX 

Of the Judgment of Christ, of Christians, and of the Soul.

After these things the lower regions shall be opened and the dead shall rise again, on whom the same King and God shall pass judgment, to whom the supreme Father shall give the great power both of judging and of reigning. 
And respecting this judgment and reign, it is thus found in the Erythraean Sibyl:
"When this shall receive its fated accomplishment, and the judgment of the immortal God shall now come to mortals, the great judgment shall come upon men, and the beginning."

Then in another:
"And then the gaping earth shall show a Tartarean chaos; and all kings shall come to the judgment-seat of God."

And in another place in the same:
"Rolling along the heavens, I will open the caverns of the earth; and then I will raise the dead, loosing fate and the sting of death; and afterwards I will call them into judgment, judging the life of pious and impious men."

Not all men, however, shall then be judged by God, but those only who have been exercised in the religion of God. For they who have not known God, since sentence cannot be passed upon them for their acquittal, are already judged and condemned. (Ante-Nicene Fathers 7)  Paul the Learner
MY CONCLUSION TO THIS STUDY
‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ.’ Revelation 1:1

1. In chapter one we saw Jesus as the ‘Ancient of Days’ He that was from the beginning of all creation and as the creative force of God is manifested to the churches.
2. In Chapter four we saw Jesus as the ‘Lord God’ of Ezekiel 2:4.
3. In Chapter five we saw Jesus as the Lion, and Root of David.
4. In Chapter seven we saw Jesus as the Mighty Angel of God.
5. In Chapter eight we saw Jesus as our High Priest.
6. In Chapter ten we saw Jesus as the Owner of earth.
7. In Chapter twelve we saw Jesus as the man-child of Israel.
8. In Chapter fourteen we saw Jesus as the lamb on mount Sion.
9. In Chapter nineteen we saw Jesus as The Word of God.
10. In Chapter twenty we saw Jesus as The key holder the Great Judge.
11.  In Chapter twenty-one we saw Jesus as the tabernacle of God.
12. In Chapter twenty-two we saw Jesus as the one setting on the throne.
REVELATION CHAPTER TWENTY- TWO

22:17-21 
Note: The book of Revelation is all about Him Jesus, and the rest is just fill in, but interesting.

Paul the Learner

In this study of the Book of Revelation we have learned many things, and even possibly changed some of our ideals that we have learned from past teachings. I don’t say that all that you have studied is fact, only that it is a possibility according to Scripture.

I know that there are some who are waiting for Israel to build their temple to God on the holy site but I don’t believe that it will take place any time soon. I also know that there are others who believe that the only people in heaven will be those of their denomination, but I believe that God has ‘sheep that ye know not of.’

There are some who are looking toward the great tribulation for the rapture of the Church. The Church has been in tribulation since its conception; even today there are those saints who are paying the price for acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

One thing is sure, God doesn’t lie and so every thing that He said will come to pass, maybe in our time and if not then in the time of our children or their children’s time. But it will come to pass just like God said it would.

I think of what Joshua said, ‘As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.’

A THOUGHT ON THE TRINITY OF THE BRIDE OF CHRIST
(1). 2 Corinthians 11:1-2

The Gentile section of the Bride of Christ.
11:1 Oh that you would bear with me in a little folly — and indeed you do bear with me. 2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. NKJV
 (2). Revelation 14:3-5

The Jewish section of the Bride of Christ.

14:3 They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. 4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God. NKJV
(3) Revelation 21:2-3


The new Jerusalem section of the Bride of Christ.
John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. NKJV










Paul the Learner
This ends the study of Revelation on 11/13/08 PAUL THE LEARNER SERVANT OF GOD.
This is the up dated version on Revelation on 8/4/11  Paul the Learner.
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