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THE UNANSWERED QUESTION – A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION
   







By Seiss Apocalypse and Paul the Learner
Matt 24:1-31
24:1 Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple (Mark 13:1, 2; Luke 21:5, 6)Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down."  
3 The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age (Mark 13:3-13; Luke 21:17-19)

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying,” Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.  9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake.  10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.  11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.  14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.  
15 The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23; Luke 17:23, 24, 37; 21:20-24)
"Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house.  18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.  19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!  20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.  21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.  22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened.  23 "Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not believe it.  24 For false Christ’s and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.  25 See, I have told you beforehand.  26 "Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it.  27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.  

29 The Coming of the Son of Man (Mark 13:24-27; Luke 21:25-28)
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  NKJV
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1. The Destruction of the Temple.

2. The Sign of the Times and the End of the Age.

3. The Great Tribulation.

4. The Coming of the Son of Man.

‘And thus ended the siege of Jerusalem 
(a) This is the proper place for such as have closely attended to these latter book of the War, to peruse, and that with equal attention, those distinct and plain predictions of Jesus of Nazareth, 
(b) In the Gospels thereto relating, as compared with their exact completions in Josephus’s history; upon which completions, as Dr. Whitby well observes, Annot. On Matthew 24:2, 
(c) ‘No small part of the evidence for the truth of the Christian religion does depend; and as I have, step by step, compared them together in my Literal Accomplishment of Scripture Prophecies. 
(d) The reader is to observe farther, that the true reason why I have so seldom taken notice of those completions in the course of these notes, notwithstanding their being so very remarkable, 
(e) And frequently so very obvious, is this, that I had entirely prevented myself in that treatise beforehand; to which, therefore, I must here, once for all, seriously refer every inquisitive reader.’

1. THE PROPHECIES:
THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN MATTHEW 24:4-6.
1. ‘Not one stone shall be left here upon another that shall not be thrown down.’
2. ‘Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be one us, and on our children.’ Mt. 27:25
3. ‘But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck.’ Luke 23:28, 29
For the fulfillment of these Prophecies see the book of Josephus.

2. THE PROPHECIES:
THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN MATTHEW 24:7-23.
(1) Be not deceived. 

(2) Wars and rumors of wars.

(3) End is not yet.
(4) Famines, pestilences and earthquakes in various places.

(5) The beginning of sorrows.

(6) They will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you and be hated by all nations for My name’s sake.

(7) Many will be offended [a falling away] and betray and hate one another.

(8) Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

(9) Lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.
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(10) He who endures to the end shall be saved.
(11) The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the entire world.

(12) Then the end will come.

See history for the fulfillment of these Prophecies, except number 12.

3. THE PROPHECIES:
THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN MATTHEW 24:29-25:26.
(A) The abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet. ‘And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.’ Daniel 12:11, 12 KJV
See answer at www.lakesideministries.com under Topical Studies, Prophecy, between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week.
(a) The sacrifice taken away, ‘(94) while he himself had Josephus brought to him (for he had been informed that on that very day, which was the*seventeenth day of Panemus [Tamuz], the sacrifice called “the Daily Sacrifice” had failed, and had not been offered to God for want of men to offer it, and that the people were grievously troubled at it.
(b) This was a very remarkable day indeed, the seventeenth of Panemus [Tamuz, A.D. 70, when according to Daniel’s prediction, 606 years before, the Romans “in half a week caused the sacrifice and oblation to cease,” Daniel 9:27. For from the month of February, A.D. 66, about which time Vespasian entered on this war, to this very time, was just three years and a half.  Josephus The Wars of the Jews Page 731 Chapter 2.
(c) Again and in order not to have to repeat myself, see www.lakesideministries.com under Topical Studies, Prophecy, and The seventy weeks of years.  Paul the Learner
(d) What all this means is the 691/2 years of that prophecy has been fulfilled and so in the study of the book of Revelation we are dealing not with a full week of seven years but only a half of a week of three and one half years.
(B) Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.

(1) Luke 21:18-22 ‘But there shall not a hair of your head perish. 
(2) In your patience possess ye your souls. 
(3) And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, and then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 
(4) Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them, which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. 
(5) For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.’
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(B) 

Vespasian was sent by Nero to bring the Jews into subjection and then Nero died and Vespasian stopped the conquest and went to Rome and became Emperor and then sent His son Titus back to Jerusalem to destroy it. The church had warning and left the city and found safety, but those who stayed only found death. See Josephus.
(C) We have the brief outline of when He is coming back to earth; now let’s try to bring a clearer understanding of this unanswered question through our study of the Book of Revelation. Paul the Learner
NUMBERS

(1) There is a sacred arithmetic, as well as sacred persons, places, and times. Numbers in the Scriptures are as significant as words. 
(2) They are as much a part of the Apocalypse as anything else. 
(3) And there is as much resting upon them, as upon any other class of particulars contained in this book; as we shall see when we come to consider them. 
(4) There is a sacred significance in numbers: 
(5) Not cabalistic, not fanciful; but proceeding from the very nature of things, well settled in the Scriptures, and universally acknowledged in all the highest and deepest systems of human thought and religion.
ONE
The unit, one, is the source and parent of all numbers. It therefore stands for God, in the most hidden absoluteness of His being, in which the whole Godhead, and all things, stand. "There is one God, and there is none other but He" (Mark 12:32). One expresses commencement, and God is the commencement. The unit underlies all continuation, and by God all things consist. And nothing can so well express the absolute First Cause, as the number ONE. It stands for the absolute Unity in heaven, and the abstract individual on earth.

TWO
In this Trinity of manifestations of God the Son is the second. Two, therefore, stands for Christ, and is significant of incompletion, or something missing. It is the first from the one, and reposes on the one, and is necessary to the making up of the first complete complex number, but is not complete in itself. It is the productive number, but it is only complete when the product is added. The Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. Man and wife are two-one, but the product of dual unity is needed to complete the family.

THREE
Three is the number of individual completion. It is composed of three numbers, each of which is in itself one, and which multiplied together still making only one. Three, therefore, represents the Trinity of manifestations each number of, which is God, and yet the Three together are still only One. It is the simplest composite unity, and forms the simplest compound figure in geometry-the equal-sided triangle, which is indivisible, and unresolvable into anything else. 
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THREE
It is the first and fixed compound unit of mathematical science. It therefore properly stands for the Trinity and individual completeness. As such, it has also been done in all God's works. Man is body, soul, and spirit-three-one. The family is man, and wife, and offspring-three-one. Religion is knowledge, action, and experience-three-one.

1. "Matter, and breath, and instinct, unite in all the beasts of the field;

2. Substance, coherence, and weight, fashion the fabrics of the earth;

3. The will, the doing, and the deed, combine to form a fact;

4. The stem, the leaf, and the flower-beginning, middle, and end;
5. Cause, circumstance, consequent: and every three is one.

6. Yea, the very breath of man's life consistent of a trinity of vapors,

7. And the noonday light is a compound-the triune shadow of Jehovah."

FOUR
Four is the worldly number. It proceeds from three, and includes three. And as three represents the Trinity-the highest and the perfect four designates that, which proceeds from the Trinity, and is dependent thereon: the creation, the universe: 
1. Hence, the world resolves itself into four elements: fire, air, earth, and water. 
2. The points of the compass are four: north, east, south, and west. 
3. There are four seasons, 
4. Four winds, 
5. Four grand divisions of the earth. 
6. The great world powers of history and prophecy are four. 
7. The living beings, supposed to represent the forces of providence, are four. 
8. Ezekiel's vision of God's providence in the world revealed four cherubim, four wheels with four sides, four faces, and four wings. 
9. The waters in Eden were four. 
10. The fourth commandment, and the fourth clause in the Lord’s Prayer, refers to the earth.
11. The square and the cube, those important ground-forms of common geometric relations, are fours. 
12. And to the Oriental philosophers, four is always the figure of the universe, especially of the world. There is therefore no mistaking of this number.
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FIVE
Five represents progress, but incompleteness. It is the perfect three, with the imperfect two: 
(A) On the fifth day life was created in the sea, but there was yet no life on land. 
(B) Five toes, or five fingers, are but half of what pertain to a complete man. 
(C) Under the fifth seal the martyrs are impatient, but are told to wait yet a season. They are enjoying some of the fruits of their faith, but their crowns are deferred. 
(D) The fifth vial is poured upon the seat of the beast, but does not destroy it utterly. 
(E) The virgins were five wise and five foolish, showing that the one class does not include all the saved, nor the other all that fail to enter into the marriage of the Lamb.

SIX
Six is the Satanic number: 
1. As the darkest hour immediately proceeds the dawn, 

2. And the darkest years are the last before the millennial Sabbath, so the number immediately preceding the complete seven is the worst of all. 
3. The sixth body in the solar system is a shattered one. 
4. The sixth epistle to the churches tells of an hour of universal trial and suffering;

5. The sixth seal brings destruction and death; 

6. The sixth trumpet destroys the third part of mankind; 

7. And the sixth vial introduces the unclean spirits who gather the kings of the earth and of the whole world to the war of the great day of God Almighty. 
8. The antichrist's number is three sixes: six units, six tens, and six hundreds-666-the individual completion of everything evil. 
9. And Christ was crucified on the sixth day, which is still the common execution day, and is popularly regarded as the unluckiest of the seven.

SEVEN
Seven is the number of dispensational fullness. It is the complete in that which is temporary-not the finally complete. It carries with it the idea of sacredness in that which relates to this world:

(a) It is the Trinity and the created in contact-the divine Three with the worldly four. 
(b) Hence, it is always connected with whatever touches the covenant between man and God, worship, and the coming together of the Creator and the creature.
(c) Hence, the sacred number. 
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(d) "The evidences of this reach back to the very beginning. 
(e) We meet them first in the hallowing of the seventh day, in pledge and token of the covenant of God with man, as indeed in the binding up of seven in the very word Sabbath.
(f) They are also traceable in the nature and confirmative power of an oath, which is signified by a Hebrew word embracing this number. 
(g) It is a number, which somehow, occurs in cases of union between God and man; in representations of the holy in the earthly
(h) In all expressions of the completeness of any specific sacred order or time.
(i) The instances, at any rate, are too numerous to mention. 
(j) The Bible is full of them. 
(k) And the Apocalypse, which is the book of the consummation of all God's dispensational dealings with mankind, is, above all, a book of sevens: 
1. It consists of seven visions, with the sevenfold ascription of glory to God and to the Lamb, and discloses to us the seven Spirits of God, the seven candlesticks, the seven stars, seven lamps of fire, seven seals, seven horns and seven eyes of the Lamb, seven angels with seven trumpets, seven thunders, seven heads of the beast and seven crowns upon those heads, the seven plagues, seven vials, seven mountains, and seven regencies. 
2. And it is this book of sevens because it is the book of the fullness of everything of, which it treats-the Trinity's consummation of all divine dispensations. It is therefore the number of dispensational fullness. And whatever bears this number, in the divine reckoning, is full, complete, with nothing left out, and nothing of its own kind to be added.
EIGHT
Eight is the number of new beginning and resurrection. The eighth day is the beginning of a new week. The Jewish child was circumcised the eighth day, which was its birth into covenant relations. Noah was "the eighth person," and his family consisted of eight, and they started the new world after the flood. Christ rose from the dead on the eighth day. David was the eighth son of Jesse, and he established a new order for Israel. In the eighth year, the Jews were to sow the ground again as the fresh beginning of a new septenary. The eighth head of the beast was the revival of the seventh. Our Sunday, which celebrates the new creation which began in the Savior’s resurrection, is the eighth day, the first of the new week. And the eternal order of blessedness is to begin with the eighth thousand years from Adam.

TEN
Ten is the number of worldly completion, especially in the line of worldly evil: 
(a)The great beast of worldly power, in its final form, has ten horns. 
(b) The body of man, in earthly completeness, has ten fingers and ten toes. 
(c) The moral law, as applicable to man in this world, has ten precepts. 
(d) The earthly manifestations of Christ after His resurrection were ten. 
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TEN
(e) The tribulation spoken of to the Church in Smyrna was for ten days. 
(f) The lost tribes of Israel are ten. 
(g) The Church, in its mixed earthly condition and slumbering, is represented by ten virgins. 
It is the union of the worldly four and the Satanic six; of the new eight and the incomplete two; of the individually perfect three and the dispensationally full seven.

TWELVE
Twelve is the number of final completeness. Hence: 
1. The twelve months in the year, 

2. The twelve signs in the zodiac, 

3. The twelve tribes of Israel, 

4. The twelve apostles of the Lamb, 
5. And the twelve stars in the crown of the woman clothed with the sun, 

6. The twelve gates of the New Jerusalem, 

7. The twelve fruits of the Tree of Life, etc.

(From the Apocalypse: Exposition of the Book of Revelation, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1998 by Biblesoft)
Note: See my study on numbers in www.lakesideministries.com under Prophecy.  Paul the Learner
Note: 
a. We are about to embark on a study of possibilities with some facts. 
b. The disciples of Jesus were full of questions and Jesus gave a condensed version in His answer. 
c. The creator of the universe will give a more complete answer as we study the book of Revelation.
d. I am sure that the people in the time of Noah thought that it was an impossibility for it to rain and cause a flood, but it happened, 
e. And as you read this study you might as they did think that these things can’t happen but they will. 
f. You will find many good ideals and also I am sure many questions that go unanswered. 
g. I hope that you will look on this study as possibilities and not absolutes as many preachers try to make it out.  Paul the Learner  
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THE METHODS OF INTERPRETATION OF ESCHATOLOGY [PROPHECY]
1. The Allegorical Method –“Allegorism is the method of interpreting a literary text that regards the literal sense as the vehicle for a secondary, more spiritual and more profound sense. In this method the historical import is either denied or ignored and the emphasis is placed entirely on a secondary sense so that the original words or events have little or no significance.” (Ramm)  In other words, what ever you want to believe is true, no matter what history, or the facts state.
2. The Literal Method – “ Is that method that gives to each word the same exact basic meaning it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage, whether employed in writing, speaking or thinking. This method is called the ‘grammatical-historical method to emphasize the fact that the meaning is to be determined by both grammatical and historical considerations. (Ramm). We started this section with a literal fulfillment of prophecy as spoken by our Lord and God.
MY DESIRE:
(1) Is to help you under stand the Book of Revelation.

(2) Not to give you answers to the unanswerable questions of the book.

(3) To show you the other parts of the puzzle that makes up our study.

(4) To show you what the real purpose of the book of Revelation is.

(5) To define the difference between fact, and theory.

    Paul the Learner
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THE CONDENSED VERSION FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT LIKE TO STUDY

1. Jesus is coming back to a church that is looking for His soon return and is ready.

2. Jesus will destroy the works of Satan and take over the ruling of the world.

3. If you take the mark of the beast you will go to Hell with no mercy.

4. You need to be born again, read Acts 2:38 for how.                      Paul the Learner     
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