Philippians
Introduction
THE STRUCTURE AS A WHOLE.
A  1:1, 2.

Epistolary, and Salutation.


“Grace” to Them.

  B  1:3-26.

   Paul’s Solicitude for the Philippians.

    C  1:27-2:18.
      Exhortation, and Example of CHRIST.

      D  2:19-24.
         The Example of TIMOTHY.

      D  2:25-30.
         The Example of EPAPHRODITUS.

    C  3:1-4:9.

      Exhortation and Example of PAUL.

  B  4:10-20.

   The Philippians’ Solicitude for PAUL.

A  4:21-23.

Epistolary, and Doxology.


“Grace” to Them.

INTRODUCTORY NOTES:

1. The apostle’s first visit to the city of Philippi, probably about A.D. 52-53, is recorded in Acts 16. He had as companions Silas and Timothy, and the use of the first personal pronoun, in verse 10 of that chapter, indicates that a fourth worker was with him. Probably Luke, the “beloved physician.” Although we have no particulars of later visits, yet Paul almost certainly was twice at Philippi subsequently (Acts 20: 1 and 6).
2. We infer that but few Jews would be at Philippi, there being no intimation of obstruction from them, and there was no synagogue there, unless, indeed, the “place of prayer” by the river-side refers to one. The believers had retained the fervency of their first love, and had sent once and again unto his need. The apostle’s gratitude is shown repeatedly, and he greatly honors his Philippian “brethren, dearly beloved and longed for,” by designating them “my joy and crown.”

3. No one of Paul’s Epistles is more elevated in character or more animating to believers. Nor, it may be added, one of better-defined frame, as will be seen from the complete Structure (above). Written from Rome towards the end of his imprisonment, probably in A.D. 62, the apostle’s position was then one of waiting, for he was now close to the day for his cause to be heard before the tribunal to which he had appealed. And most likely this necessitated a more rigid condition of imprisonment than when he dwelt, as at first, in his own hired house. But this, instead of hindering, had even furthered the preaching of Christ. Hence one cause for the tone of rejoicing throughout the Epistle. Like golden threads, “joy” and its kindred words run through out Philippians, as “grace” does in the book of Ephesians.
4. The city of Philippi, a Roman colony, was situated about eight miles inland from its port, Neapolis, the modern city called Kavalla. Not being a commercial center, this may explain the paucity of Jews among the inhabitants. Philippi no longer exists, for although the nearest Turkish hamlet bears the ancient name in a corrupted form, it is not on the site of the old city.
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HOMILIES ON THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS


Introductory Discourse.

The Philippians are of a city in Macedonia, a city that is a colony, as Luke saith. Here that seller of purple was converted, a woman of uncommon piety and heedfulness. Here the ruler of the synagogue believed. Here was Paul scourged with Silas. Here the magistrates requested them to depart, and were afraid of them, and the preaching had an illustrious commencement. 
And he bears them many and high testimonies himself, calling them his own crown, and saying they had suffered much. For, "To you," he saith, "it hath been granted of God, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer in His behalf." (Phil 1:29.) But when he wrote to them, it happened that he was in bonds. Therefore he says, "So that my bonds became manifest in Christ in the whole praetorium," calling the palace of Nero the praetorium. 
But he was bound and let go again, and this he showed to Timothy by saying, "At my first defense no one took my part, but all forsook me: may it not be laid to their account. But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me." (2 Tim 4:16.) He speaks of the bonds then in which he was before that defense. For that Timothy was not present then, is evident: for, "At my first defense," he says, "no man took my part"; and this, by writing, he was making known to him. 
He would not then, had he already known it, have written thus to him. But when he wrote this epistle, Timothy was with him. And he shows it by what he says: "But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly unto you." (Phil 2:19.) And again, "Him I hope to send forthwith as soon as I shall see how it will go with me." For he was loosed from his bonds and again bound after he had been to them. 
But if he saith, "Yea and I am offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith," it is not as though this were now come to pass, but as much as to say, "And whenever this takes place I am glad," raising them from their dejection at his bonds. For that he was not about to die at that time is plain from what he saith: "But I hope in the Lord that I myself also shall come shortly unto you." (Phil 2:24.) And again, "And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide, yea, and abide with you all."
2. But the Philippians had sent to him Epaphroditus, to carry him money, and to know the things concerning him, for they were most lovingly disposed toward him. For that they sent, hear himself, saying, "I have all things, and abound; I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things that came from you." At the same time they sent to know this. 

For that they sent also to know this he shows at once in the beginning of the epistle, writing of his own matters, and saying, "But I would have you know that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the progress of the Gospel." (Phil 1:12.) And again, "I hope to send Timothy shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort when I know your state." 

This, "that I also," is as if he meant "as you for full assurance sent to know the things concerning me, so 'I also,' that I may be of good comfort when I know the things concerning you." Since then they had also been a long time without sending (for this he proves by saying, "Now at length you have revived your thought for me") (Phil 4:10), and then they heard that he was in bonds (Phil 2:26). 

For if they heard about Epaphroditus, that he was sick, he being no such very remarkable person as Paul was, much more did they hear about Paul, and it was reasonable that they should be disturbed; therefore, in the opening of the epistle he offers them much consolation about his bonds, showing that they should not merely not be disturbed, but even rejoice. 

Then he gives them counsel about unanimity and humility, teaching them that this was their greatest safety, and that so they could easily overcome their enemies. For it is not being in bonds that is painful to your teachers, but their disciples not being of one mind. For the former brings even furtherance to the Gospel, but the latter distracts.
3. So then after admonishing them to be of one mind, and showing that unanimity comes of humility, and then aiming a shaft at those Jews who were everywhere corrupting the doctrine under a show of Christianity, and calling them "dogs" and "evil workers" (Phil 3:2.), and giving admonition to keep away from them, and teaching to whom it is right to attend, and discoursing at length on moral points, and bringing them to order. 

And recalling them to them selves, by saying, "The Lord is at hand" (Phil 4:5), he makes mention also, with his usual wisdom, of what had been sent, and then offers them abundant consolation. But he appears in writing to be doing them special honor, and never in any place writes any thing of reproof, which is a proof of their virtue, in that they gave no occasion to their teacher, and that he has written to them not in the way of rebuke, but throughout in the way of encouragement. 

And as I said also at first, this city showed great readiness for the faith; inasmuch as the very jailor, (and you know it is a business full of all wickedness,) at once, upon one miracle, both ran to them, and was baptized with his entire house. For the miracle that took place he saw alone, but the gain he reaped not alone, but jointly with his wife and his entire house. Nay, even the magistrates who scourged him seem to have done this rather of sudden impulse than out of wickedness, both from their sending at once to let him go, and from their being afterwards afraid. 

And he bears testimony to them not only in faith, or in perils, but also in well-doing, where he says, "That even in the beginning of the Gospel, ye sent once and again unto my need" (Phil 4:15, 16), when no one else did so; for he says, "no Church had fellowship with me in the matter of giving and receiving"; and that their intermission had been rather from lack of opportunity than from choice. 

Saying, "Not that ye took no thought for me, but ye lacked opportunity." (Phil 4:10.) Let us also, knowing these things, and having so many patterns, and the love that he bore them-for that he loved them greatly appears in his saving, "For I have no man like minded, who will care truly for your state" (Phil 2:20.); and again, "Because I have you in my heart, and in my bonds,"-
4. Let us also, knowing these things, show ourselves worthy of such examples, by being ready to suffer for Christ. But now the persecution is no more. So then, if there is nothing else, let us imitate their earnestness in well doing, and not think, if we have given once or twice, that we have fulfilled all. For we must do this through our whole life. For it is not once that we have to please God, but constantly. Archbishop John Chrysostom AD 400
(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 13, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
UNDERSTANDING THE VOCABULARY OF THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT

Why God Chose Greek.

It was the primary language of the times and the people to whom God was speaking. It had evangelistic suitability. 

INTRODUCTION

The New Testament Greek was appropriately adapted to the end of propositionalizing and propagating the truth about Jesus Christ for two basic reasons:

1. Greek was an intellectual language.

2. Greek was a nearly universal language.
INTELLECTUAL LANGUAGE:
(1) It was more a language of the mind than of the heart, a fact to which the great Greek philosophers gave abundant evidence. Greek was more suited to codifying a communication or reflecting on a revelation of God in order to put it into simple communicable form.
(2) It was a language that could more easily render the credible into the intelligible than could the Hebrew language. It was for this reason that New Testament Greek was a most useful medium for expressing the prepositional truth of the New Testament, as Hebrew was for expressing the biographical truth of the Old Testament.

(3) Because Greek possessed a technical precision not found in the Hebrew, the theological truths were more precisely formulated in the Greek of the New Testament.

(4) Some examples of this precision.

PERFECT. There are four words translated by the one English word perfect. And these must be distinguished in order to have a better understanding of the text.

1. Telais (Telais) is the adjective, and teleioo (teleioo) is the verb. The adjective is used in the papyri, of the heirs being of age, of women who have attained maturity, of full-grown cocks, of acacia trees in good condition, of a complete lamp stand, of something in good working order or condition.

Summary. The meaning of the adjective includes the ideas of full-growth, maturity, workability, soundness, and completeness. The verb refers to the act of bringing the person or thing to any one of the aforementioned conditions.

Application to a Christian. When applied to a Christian, the word refers to one that is spiritually mature, complete, and well-rounded in his or her Christian character.

In the Scriptures.

Adjective and noun Matthew 5:48, 19:21; Luke 1:45:

A. Of performance; Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians 2:6, 13:10, 14:20;

B. Of men; Ephesians 4:13; Philippians 3:15; Colossians 1:28, 3:14, 4:12; Hebrews 5:14;

C. Of full age; Hebrews 7:11, 9:11; James 1:4, 17, 25, 3:2; 1 John 4:18; Colossians 3:14; Hebrews 6:1, 12:2;

D. Of finisher; 1 Peter 1:13
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In the verb:
1. ‘To the end’ Luke 2:43;

2. ‘Had fulfilled’ Luke 13:32; John 4:34;

3. ‘Finish’ John 5:36; 17:4;

4. ‘Have finished’ John 17:23, 19:28;

5. ‘Fulfilled’ Acts 20:24;

6. ‘Finish’ 2 Corinthians 7:1, 12:9; Galatians 3:3; Philippians 3:12; Hebrews 2:10, 5:9, 7:19, 28;

7. ‘Consecrated’ Hebrews 9:9, 10:1, 14, 11:40, 12:23; James 2:22; 1 John 2:5, 4:12, 17, 18.
If you study these passages in the light of the above definitions, and select the one that agrees best with the context of the verse, and see what additional light is thrown upon the passage and how much clearer it will become to you.
Now for our Next example let’s look at the following Greek word Katartizo (katartizo):

(A) This word has the following meanings: “to repair, to restore to a former good condition, to prepare, to fit out, to equip.”

(B) It was used of reconciling factions, setting broken bones, putting a dislocated limb into place, mending nets.

(C) Paul used it metaphorically in the sense of setting a person to rights, of bringing him into line.
(D) Used of a Christian, it referred to his equipment for Christian service. 

The verb occurs in the following:

1. Mending Matthew 4:21;

2. Fitted Matthew 21:16; Mark 1:19; Luke 6:40; Romans 9:22;

3. Perfectly joined together  1 Corinthians 1:10;

4. Restore 2 Corinthians 13:11; Galatians 6:1;

5. Prepared 1 Thessalonians 3:10; Hebrews 10:5, 11:3;

6. Framed Hebrews 13:21; 1 Peter 5:10.

The noun is used in 2 Corinthians 13:9; Ephesians 4:12.

Conclusion.

In contrasting these two words, we would say that teleios [perfect] refers to Christian experience, and katartizo [perfect] refers to Christian service. So we see that teleios would refer to maturity and to completeness of the Christian character, while the word katartizo refers to the equipment for Christian service.

Yet in our version of the Scriptures we only see the word perfect with no explanation. 
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UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE:
(1) Furthermore, Greek was a nearly universal language. The truth of God in the Old Testament, which was initially revealed to one nation (Israel), was appropriately recorded in the language of that nation (Hebrew). But the fuller revelation given by God in the New Testament was not restricted in that way.

(2) In the words of Luke’s gospel, the message of Christ was to “be proclaimed in His name to all nations” (Luke 24:47). The language was more appropriate for the propagation of that message was the most widely spoken throughout the world.
(3) It was in the common language of the people (Koine) Greek, a thoroughly international language of the first century Mediterranean world of that time.

(4) It may be concluded, then, that God chose the very languages to communicate His truth which had, in His providence, been prepared to express most effectively the kind of truth He desired at that particular time, in the unfolding of His overall plan.

(5) Hebrew, with its pictorial and personal vividness, expressed well the biographical truth of the Old Testament. Greek, with its intellectual and universal potentialities, served well for the doctrinal and evangelistic demands of the New Testament.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The written word, with all of its limitations, was by far the most adequate means of conveying the truth of God because it could be:
1. More easily preserved from corruption,

2. And more effectively propagated.

Therefore, when God – who spoke to the prophets by visions, dreams or angels – desired to speak through the prophets to succeeding generations, He chose to have them write their revelation. In the providence of God the Hebrew and Greek languages were prepared to express most appropriately the kind of revelation God desired for their particular days.

Hebrew is a language well fitted to depict God’s deeds in the biography of the Old Testament, and Greek is particularly suited to the expression and propagation of the doctrines of the New Testament.

A General Introduction of the Bible by Norman L. Geisler and William E. Nix.

Note: In our study of Philippians you will have:

1. The English word used.

2. The Greek word transliterated into English

3. The New Testament number in the Strong’s Concordance.

4. The meaning of the word in our understanding.
5. How it is used in our Bible Text.










Paul the Learner
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