Philemon
Introduction
NOTES ON THE EPISTLE:

1. All that we know of Philemon is to be gathered from the Epistle bearing his name. He seems to have been a believer at Colosse, from the references to certain in the church there, and must have been possessed of means (v. 22). Paul’s words indicate that he held his friend in high esteem.

2. Onesimus is the Latinized form of the Greek Onesimos, Onesimos , which means “useful,” or profitable.” He was a slave (v. 16), and, fleeing from his master, found his way to Rome, where he was, under Paul, led to become the Lord’s freeman, and “called being a servant (slave),” he cared not for it, but was willing to return to his master’s service, whether to continue as slave or as “brother beloved” (v. 16). Paul sends the letter by Onesimus.
3. From Colossians 4:9 we learn that Paul had sent into the church at Colosse Tychieus “with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you.”
4. The Epistle was written during Paul’s first imprisonment at Rome, probably in A.D. 62. In no one of his Epistles is more clearly shown the great heart of the apostle in his care for every member of the church. See 2 Corinthians 11:28, 29.
HISTORY Sec. 4 – Enumeration ordained by Apostles.
‘Now concerning those bishops which have been ordained in our lifetime, we let you know that they are these: James the bishop of Jerusalem, the brother of our Lord….Of Colossae, Philemon of Borea in Macedonia, Onesimus, once the servant of Philemon.’ Constitutions of the Holy Apostles Pages 477, 478 Vol. 7 Ante-Nicene Fathers down to A.D. 325
THE STRUCTURE

A  1:1, 2

Epistolary Salutations.

  B. 1:3.

   Benediction.

     C  1:4-6.

      Paul’s prayer for Philemon.

Paul and Philemon
        D  1:7-.

         Paul’s joy in Philemon: Confessed.

           E  1:-7.


Bowels of saints refreshed.

              F-1 - 1:8.
                I might enjoin (But I do not).
                 G-1 - 1:9.

       Paul the aged.

                    H-1 - 1:10, 11.               Onesimus profitable (Onesimos) to thee and me.   Onesimus
                       I-1 - 1:12.

   Receive Him as myself.

                          J-1 – 1:13.
   
       Onesimus ministered in thy stead.

                          J-2 - 1:14.

       Thy benefit.

                    H-2 – 1:15, 16.
            Beloved to me and thee.

                       I-2 – 1:17                         Receive Him as myself.

                 G-2 – 1:18, 19-.
       Paul the debtor.
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            F-2 – 1:-19.

  I do not say (but I might).

      D-2 – 1:20-.
        Paul’s joy in Philemon: Besought.

         E-2 – 1:-20.
           “Refresh my bowles.”
   C-2 – 1:21, 22.
      Philemon’s prayer for Paul.


Paul and Philemon
A-2 – 1:23, 24.
Epistolary.

  B-2 – 1:25.

  Benediction.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF REDEMPTION (MATTHEW 20:28; PHILEMON 1:17-18):

1. These scriptures and others state and illustrate the doctrine of redemption. In short, redemption means that one who is capable of redeeming and taking the place of another or others actually meets the demands of the law and become the legal substitute by paying the redemptive price for those who are condemned to death because of breaking the law.

2. In the case of man, Satan caused him to rebel against God and break His law, incurring the death penalty. Man, being under the sentence of death, could not pay his own death penalty and also live again to enjoy freedom from sin and carry out the eternal purpose for which he was created.
3. To carry out the eternal plan he had to be redeemed and brought back into full reconciliation with God in order to fulfill the holy and righteous demands of the law and holiness of God. God undertook redemption work for man by sending Jesus Christ to die for him and resurrect him from the dead so that the original plan could be realized. This is plainly set forth in the following points on the philosophy of redemption:

(A) All life, both vegetable and animal, is sustained and perpetuated by substitutional suffering and death of innocent victims.
(B) God’s benevolence, holiness, and relationship to the human race made atonement necessary. He had made the race to live forever and carry out His eternal program, so when it sinned it was necessary for Him to uphold and vindicate the moral law and yet redeem eternal man from His enemy.

(C) If He had permitted His enemy to escape with this attack on the eternal program He would be defeated in the eyes of all free moral agents who could join the rebellion trying to put God to complete defeat and eternal ruin.

(D) Satan had kidnapped man and made him a slave to sin and a subject of eternal death. He held pseudo sovereignty over humanity and that for ransom on the principle of possession and consent of a responsible agent, or government by consent of the governed.

(E) This was the only principle of government that a holy God could establish with the wages of sin as death and eternal life as a reward for obedience. Satan’s rights are recognized in Scripture. He is the god and prince of the world who had the power of death and hell before his defeat by atonement (Gen. 3:15; Jn. 10:10; 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 2:14; Heb. 2:14; Rev. 20:10).
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(F) God decided that through the atonement and the substitution of an innocent victim to take the place of the guilty kidnapped race He would free it from Satan, this legally and forcefully evicting him, restoring man’s dominion so as to carry on the eternal purpose.

(G)  The penalty had to be paid for man to go free. If sinful man had paid the penalty he would remain forever dead. If man was to become reconciled to God again and be restored to his original position, an innocent and a willing substitute had to be found to take his place who could fully meet the demands of the law and represent both God and man.
(H)  He had to be more than man to be able to live again after the penalty was paid. The only solution was for God to become man and pay the penalty letting man go free. This way God could be free from all accusations of injustice in forcing another to do what He Himself would not do, and His holy law, justice, and form of government would be magnified before all creation in all eternity.
(I) The Word of God, the creative force of the Father became a man [Jesus John 1:14], took the place of man in paying the penalty thus meeting all the demands of God and His holy law and defeating Satan and his hosts (Col. 2:14-17; Heb. 2:14-15; 1 Pet. 2:24).

(J) When Satan put to death the innocent sinless Christ, the court of heaven cancelled all his claims, rights, and pseudo-sovereignty over his victims. Now he holds a false authority over them. His chief method now is intimidation.

(K)  All who assert their legal, redemptive, blood bought, and divine rights and resist him can be free from sin, sickness and satanic powers. All believers are now representatives and officers of God’s law and can dispossess and cast our devils.

(L) They have the power of attorney to act in Christ’s place, now on earth (Mk. 16:17-18; Jn. 14:12-15; 15:16). All who refuse to do so and submit to Satan through unbelief are out of the divine will and will suffer what they permit satanic forces to do to them (Eph. 4:27; 6:10-18; Mt. 17:20).

(M)  Now real faith proves Satan impotent (Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:7-8; 2 Cor. 10:5-7; Eph. 6:10-18). God assumes responsibility for salvation and keeps men free on condition of meeting His terms of repentance and holy living (Lk. 13:1-5; Col. 2:6-7; Heb. 12:14-15; 1 Jn. 1:7-9; 2:29; 3:5-10; 5:1-4, 18).
(N)  Satan is now only the accuser of the brethren and has no legal claim on them (Rev. 12:10). Christ is their defense attorney (1 Jn. 2:1-2; Rom. 8:33-34). The law must still be upheld and God cannot excuse any sin.

(O)  No human court can forgive and justify any man who continues to commit crimes. So it is with the Court of Heaven. The Supreme Judge is sworn to uphold the demands of the law in every case.

(P) All sin must be confessed and the life consecrated to obedience to the moral law before one is justified and Satan loses his case in the Court of Heaven. If one commits sin and refuses to confess and rectify his life, Satan wins his case and God is under obligation to pass the sentence of the broken law (Num. 14:18; Rom. 1:29-32; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21; 6:7-8; Jas. 2:10)
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