II Peter
Chapter 3
2 Peter 3:1-9 3:1 God's Promise Is Not Slack (Gen 6:5-8:22)
Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation." 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word are reserved for fire until the Day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. NKJV
‘It has been a long time since I have written you, my beloved, but now I write this second epistle; in both of them I have endeavored to stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance. 2 That you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment given through us, the apostles of our Lord and Saviour: 3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days mockers who scoff, following after their own lusts. 4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since our fathers died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation. 5 Of this they are willingly ignorant, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water; 6 And those men, because of whose deeds the world of that time was overflowed with water, perished; 7 But the present heavens and earth are sustained by his word and are reserved for fire on the day of judgment, which is the day of destruction of ungodly men. 8 But, my beloved, do not forget this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not negligent concerning his promises, as some men count negligence; but is longsuffering toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.’ 2 Peter 3:1-9 Peshitta Text
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CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:1-10

SCOFFING AT THE SCOFFERS 

Everybody is ignorant," said Will Rogers, "only on different subjects."

How true, and yet that is not the whole story because there is more than one kind of ignorance. Some people are ignorant because of lack of opportunity to learn, or perhaps lack of ability to learn; others are (to use Peter's phrase in 2 Peter 3:5) "willingly ... ignorant." "Not ignorance, but ignorance of ignorance, is the death of knowledge," said a famous philosopher, and he is right.

Peter has dealt with the character and conduct of the apostates in 2 Peter 2, and now he deals with their false teaching. Peter affirmed the certainty of Christ's coming in glory (2 Peter 1:16 ff), a truth that the apostates questioned and denied. In fact, they were scoffing at the very idea: 

1. Of the return of the Lord, 

2. The judgment of the world, 

3. And the establishment of a glorious kingdom.

How important it is for us as Christians to understand God's truth! Today we are surrounded by scoffers, people who refuse to take the Bible seriously when it speaks about Christ's return and the certainty of judgment. In this paragraph, Peter admonished his readers to understand three important facts about God and the promise of Christ's coming.
1. God’s Word is True (2 Peter 3:1-4)

It is possible to have a pure and sincere mind and yet have a bad memory! Peter wrote this second letter primarily to awaken and arouse his readers (2 Peter 1:12-15). It is easy for Christians to "get accustomed to God's truth." Eutychus went to sleep listening to Paul preach! (Acts 20:7-10) Our Heavenly Father sacrificed so that we might have the truth of the Word and the freedom to practice it, but too often we take this for granted and become complacent. The church needs to be aroused regularly lest the enemy find us asleep and take advantage of our spiritual lethargy.

WARNING: NEW CONVERTS MUST BECOME ESTABLISHED IN THE WORD.
Because God's Word is true, we must pay attention to it and take its message seriously. New converts must be taught the Word and established in the doctrines of the faith, for new Christians are the apostate teacher's primary targets. But older Christians must also be reminded of the importance of Bible doctrine and, in particular, the doctrines that relate to the return of Christ. Prophetic teaching must not lull us to sleep. Rather, it must awaken us to live godly lives and to seek to win the lost (Rom 13:11-14).
YOU CANNOT CUT THE SCRIPTURES APART WITHOUT RUINING THE WHOLE.
What the Bible teaches about the Day of the Lord was not invented by the Apostles. The prophets taught it and so did our 'Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:2). Peter emphasized the unity of the Word of God. When the scoffers denied "the power and coming" of Jesus Christ, they were denying the truth of the prophetic books, the teaching of our Lord in the Gospels, and the writing of the Apostles! Like our Lord's seamless garment, the Scriptures cannot be cut apart without ruining the whole.
Note: let’s see how the proper interpretation is used by our Lord.
CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:1-4 Continued.
‘And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias [Isaiah]. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, [Isaiah 61:1, 2] 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down…And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.’ Luke 4:16-21 KJV
Let’s finish this scripture, ‘and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;’ this part is coming it is called the Day of the Lord. This is what Peter is speaking about.      Paul the Learner
As far back as the days of Enoch, God warned that judgment was coming (Jude 14-15). Many of the Hebrew prophets announced the Day of the Lord and warned that the world would be judged (Isa 2:10-22; 13:6-16; Jer 30:7; Dan 12:1; Joel 1:1-3:21; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph 1:1-3:20; Zech 12:1-14:3). This period of judgment is also known as "the time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer 30:7) and the Tribulation:

(a) Our Lord taught about this Day of Judgment in His Sermon on the Mount of Olives (Matt 24-25). 
(b) Paul discussed it in 1 Thess 5 and 2 Thess 1-2. 
(c) The Apostle John described this terrible day in Rev 6-19. 
(d) It will be a time when God's wrath will be poured out on the nations, and when Satan will be free to give vent to His anger and malice. It will culminate with the return of Jesus Christ in glory and victory.
Note: See our study concerning this time in our web site at www.lakesideministries.com in the third section called Topical Studies under Prophecy [A general view of Revelation]. Or for a more detailed study our study called ‘The unanswered question – the Book of Revelation.’           Paul the Learner
While I do not make it a test of fellowship or spirituality, I personally believe that the people of God will be taken to heaven before this "great and terrible day" dawns. [And I say amen] 












Paul the Learner.
THE DAYS.
I think we should carefully distinguish the various "days" mentioned in the Bible: 
A. "The Day of the Lord" is that Day of Judgment that climaxes with the return of Christ to the earth.

B. "The Day of God" (2 Peter 3:12) is the period when God's people enjoy the new heavens and the new earth, when all evil has been judged (1 Cor 15:28). 
C. "The Day of Christ" relates to the coming of Christ for His church (1 Cor 1:7-9; Phil 1:10; 2:16).

Prophetic students seem to fall into three categories: 
CHAPTER THREE

1. First those who believe the church will be raptured ("caught up together," 1 Thess 4:13 ff) before the Day of the Lord;  [Revelation chapter 4]
2. Second those who see this event taking place in the middle of the Day of the Lord, so that the church experiences the first half of the Tribulation;  [Revelation chapter 11]
3. Third and those who believe the church will be raptured when the Lord returns at the Tribulation's close. [Revelation chapter 19]
There are good and godly people in each group and our differences of interpretation must not create problems in fellowship or in sharing Christian love. For more information see my study on Revelation.
Not only does the Word of God predict the coming Day of the Lord, but it also predicts the appearance of the very scoffers who deny that Word! Their presence is proof that the Word they deny is the true Word of God! We should not be surprised at the presence of these apostate mockers (see Acts 20:28-31; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1).

THE SCOFFER WHO TREATS LIGHTLY THAT WHICH SHOULD BE SERIOUS.
A scoffer is someone who treats lightly that which ought to be taken seriously. The people in Noah's day scoffed at the idea of a judgment, and the citizens of Sodom scoffed at the possibility of fire and brimstone destroying their sinful city. If you have tried at all to witness for Jesus Christ, you have no doubt met people who scoff at the idea of hell or a future day of judgment for this world.
Why do these apostates scoff? Because they want to continue living in their sins. Peter made it clear that false teachers cultivate "the lust of uncleanness" (2 Peter 2:10) and allure weak people by means of "the lusts of the flesh" (2 Peter 2:18). If your lifestyle contradicts the Word of God, you must either change your lifestyle or change the Word of God. The apostates choose the latter approach, so they scoff at the doctrines of judgment and the coming of the Lord.
SCOFFERS TAKE THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH AND IGNORE THE EVIDENCE.
What is their argument? The uniformity of the world. "Nothing cataclysmic has happened in the past," they argue, "so there is no reason to believe it will happen in the future." They take the "scientific approach" by examining evidence, applying reason, and drawing a conclusion. The fact that they willfully ignore a good deal of evidence does not seem to disturb them.

The scientific approach works admirably in matters that relate to the material universe, but you cannot take Bible prophecy into a laboratory and treat it as though it were another hypothesis. For that matter, the so-called "laws of science" are really only educated conclusions based on a limited number of experiments and tests. These laws are generalizations, always subject to change, because no scientist can perform an infinite number of experiments to prove his claim. Nor can he completely control all the factors involved in the experiments and in his own thinking.

THE WORD OF GOD IS STILL THE ONLY LIGHT THAT MATTERS.
The Word of God is still "a light that shineth in a dark [squalid] place" (2 Peter 1:19). We can trust it. No matter what the scoffers may claim, God's Day of Judgment will come on the world, and Jesus Christ shall return to establish His glorious kingdom.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:1-2

After dealing with the presence of false teachers in the first century church, Peter predicts that there will be such in the last times. "Pure" is eilikrin¢s, "unmixed, unsullied, sincere," here, free from falsehoods. "Be mindful" is mimn¢skœ, "to remind." 
Translation. This already, divinely-loved ones, is a second letter I am writing to you, in which I am stirring up your unsullied mind by way of remembrance, that you should remember the words spoken previously by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Saviour spoken by your apostles. 










(Wuest)

2 Peter 3:3

"Scoffers" is empaikt¢s, "a mocker, a scoffer." The cognate verb is empaizœ, "to play with, to trifle with, and to mock." "Lusts" is epithumia, "a desire," here, as the context shows, "evil desires." 
Translation. Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last of the days mockers with mockery, ordering their manner of life according to their own personal desires. 


(Wuest)

2 Peter 3:3-9

3:3-9 Kefa answers scoffers who, scorning the believer's conviction that Yeshua will return, ask, “Where is this promised ‘coming’ of his, heralding the Day of Judgment when the false teachers of Chapter 2 will be judged? For...everything goes on just as it has since the beginning of creation.” A modern group of scoffers are persons who adhere to scientism, the system of thought which places science on a pedestal and effectively converts it into a theology. According to scientism the laws of nature are given and fixed, and God will not, or cannot, interfere with them or intervene in human history. 
Such a statement transgresses the limits of what science itself has a right to say; and responsible scientists do not abuse their profession to spread such ideas, even if they hold them. According to the Bible, the “laws of science” are not forever fixed but are merely a current description of how God currently runs the universe. Science can discover present patterns of uniformity but can say nothing about whether God might suddenly change them. For example, any scientific argument for the evolution of man from lower animals must presuppose God's nonintervention; but science, by its own standards, has no way to know whether God did or did not create the human species by fiat. 
Nor can science determine whether it is a fact that it was by God's Word that long ago there were heavens (see Hebrews 11:3 and its note, which compares the “Big Bang” theory of cosmological origins), and there was land which arose out of water and existed between the waters, and that by means of these things—God's Word and water—the world of that time was flooded with water and destroyed (contrast v. 7, where the means are God's Word and fire). In vv. 5-6 the Greek allows other renderings: People don't overlook the fact but “willfully forget,” not that it was by means of these things, but that it was “through these [evil] ones,” the people who lived before the Flood (2:5), that the world of that time was...destroyed.

Feelings run strong on issues of this kind. People want so much to be right that they overlook the fact which might make them alter their opinions—the wish is father to the thought. But the reason people feel so strongly is not mainly out of intellectual conviction but because they are following their own desires. They have a vested interest, usually in some sort of sin. A truly intellectual conviction can be countered with intellectual arguments and influenced by objective evidence. 
CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:3-9 Continued.
When people let their desires and feelings control their thinking, only a confrontation with those desires and feelings offers any prospect of attitudinal change. It is these the Psalmist refers to when he writes, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Psalms 14:1, 53:1).

It was by God's Word, Yeshua (John 1:1, 14), that long ago there were heavens and...land which arose out of water (Genesis 1:6-13, John 1:3, Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:2). By that same Word, Yeshua, the present heavens and earth, having been preserved, are being kept, since it is he who “holds everything together” (Colossians 1:17, Hebrews 1:3). On the Day of the Lord they will come to an end (vv. 10-12), to be replaced by a “new heavens and a new earth” (v. 13, Revelation 21:1-8&N).

But in this passage God as Creator is a less important theme than God as Judge. The present heavens and earth...are being kept for fire until the Day of Judgment (v. 7), which is the same as the Day of the Lord (v. 10&N) and the Day of God (v. 12). The scoffers,...following their own desires, do not want Yeshua or this promised “coming” of his (vv. 3-4), because they know that when it happens he will judge them. Kefa holds out for these people their one and only hope, repentance: The Lord...is patient...; for it is not his purpose that anyone should be destroyed, but that everyone should turn from his sins (v. 9).

Water...fire. God promised never again to destroy the world by water (Genesis 9:15); but he also said, “Behold, Adonai will come with fire” (Isaiah 66:15). Immersion in water and fire are also contrasted at Mt 3:11-12&N.

Yeshua's second coming is intimated in the Tanakh. Isaiah 53:7-9 speaks of the Messiah's death: “Like a lamb brought to be slaughtered....He was cut off out of the land of the living....For they made his grave among the wicked, his tomb among the rich.” But afterwards, in vv. 10-12, even though he has died, “he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the purpose of Adonai shall prosper in his hand....Surely I will give him a portion with the great.” Also Psalms 8 and 110 are shown in the New Testament to be speaking of the Messiah's return to earth after sitting at God's right hand until his enemies are brought into subjection beneath his feet (Mt 22:41-46; 1 Corinthians 15:23-27; Hebrews 2:5-17, 7:17-8:1).

In the New Testament, all four Gospels report Yeshua's own promise to return (Mt 24:3, 27-30; Mk 14:61-62; Lk 21:27; John 14:3), as does Revelation 22:7, 12, 20. As he left the Mount of Olives to be in heaven, two angels promised his talmidim disciples, “This Yeshua, who has been taken away from you into heaven, will come back to you in just the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). All the New Testament letter-writers teach his second coming—Sha’ul Saul or Paul (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 8-9; compare below, vv. 15-16), the author of Messianic Jews (Hebrews 9:28), Ya‘akov James (James 5:7-8), Yochanan John (1 John 2:28), Y’hudah Jude (Jude 21) and Kefa Peter (here).

Moreover, the expectation was not only that he would come back, but that he would do so “soon” (Revelation 22:6), even “very soon” (Revelation 22:7). This is why Sha’ul could write, “There is not much time left;...the present scheme of things in this world won't last much longer” (1 Corinthians 7:29, 31). When Kefa penned this letter, believers had waited thirty-five years or so for Yeshua to return; today the delay has been nearly two thousand years. Did prophecy fail? Kefa's negative answer, intended not only to refute the false prophets but also to comfort his dear friends, is that with the Lord, one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day. This idea, taken from Psalm 90:4, is not a mere deus ex machina for shoring up a mistaken prediction. 
CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:3-9 Continued

Rather, it has deep roots in Judaism, specifically in connection with dating the Messianic Era. A famous example is found in the Talmud, in Tractate Sanhedrin:

“Rav Kattina said, ‘The world will exist for six thousand years, then for one thousand it will be desolate, as it is said, “The Lord alone will be exalted in that day”’ (Isaiah 2:11). Abaye said, ‘It will be desolate two thousand, as it is said, “After two days he will revive us; on the third day, he will raise us up, and we will live in his sight”’ (Hosea 6:2).

“It has been taught in accordance with Rav Kattina, ‘Just as every seventh year is a year of sh’mittah [letting the land lie fallow], so it is with the world: one thousand years out of seven are to be fallow—as proved by the following three texts taken together [in which the key word is “day”]: “The Lord alone will be exalted in that day” (Isaiah 2:11); “A psalm and song for the day of Shabbat” (Psalm 92:1), meaning the day that is entirely Shabbat Sabbath; and, “For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past”’ (Psalm 90:4).

“The school of Elijah teaches: ‘The world exists for six thousand years—two thousand of them tohu [“void”]; two thousand, Torah; and two thousand, the era of the Messiah. But because of our numerous iniquities many of these years have been lost.’” (Sanhedrin 97 a-97 b)

According to Jewish tradition, 
1. there were 2,000 years without Torah—spiritual tohu—between the creation of Adam and the time when Abraham, aged 52, began convincing people to worship the one true God.
2. The second 2,000 years supposedly lasted from then until 172 years after the destruction of the second Temple, that is, until  244 C. E.[A.D.] That was the year 4000 by the Jewish calendar, but no significant event in Jewish history took place then. However, biblical chronology has a number of uncertainties, so that not all agree that the Jewish calendar accurately dates the biblical beginning of creation. James Ussher, Archbishop of Armagh, Ireland, writing in the 17th  century, placed the creation according to Genesis at 4004 B.C., exactly 4,000 years before Yeshua's supposed birth date (see Mt 2:1 N).
3. Concerning the third 2,000 years, a footnote to this passage in the Soncino English edition of the Talmud says, “Messiah will come within that period. He should have come at the beginning of [it]; the delay is due to our sins.” It should be obvious that the Messiah who “should have come at the beginning” of the last 2,000-year period is in fact Yeshua, who did come then. The delay is not of his coming but of our recognizing him, and this delay is indeed “due to our sins.” For more on predicting when the Messiah is to come, see Mt 24:36 N.
Yet, as Kefa points out, there is a delay in his second coming; and this is, in a different sense, “due to our sins”: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise...; on the contrary, he is patient with you; for it is...his purpose that everyone should turn from his sins, literally, “that everyone should come to repentance” (see Mt 3:2 N). On the Lord's patience in this regard, compare Romans 2:4&N.

For more on the End Times generally see vv. 10&N, 12&N; Mt 24:1-39&NN; 1 Thessalonians 4:15 b-17 N; Revelation 1:1 N. For more on the Millennium in the New Testament and in Judaism see Revelation 4:1 N, 20:2-7&N.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:4

The question which faces the expositor now is as to the identity of this coming. Is it the coming of our Lord into the air to catch out the Church, or is it His Second Advent to this earth to reign? The following considerations indicate that it refers to the Advent. The word "coming" is Parousia, literally, "a being alongside," hence a personal presence. 
The word is used of the Rapture and the Advent. So the word itself is not decisive: 
First, Peter had spoken of the Advent in 1:16 (see work on that verse), 
Second, the false teachers are not to be judged at the Rapture but at the Advent, and 
Third, the context (3:10) speaks of the day of the Lord, which occurs at the time of the Second Advent. 
There are four days in Scripture: 

1. The day of man (1 Cor 4:3, "man's judgment," Greek, "man's day"), that time starting with Adam's fall until the second Advent when unsaved man has liberty under the permissive will of God to do as he pleases; 

2. The day of Christ (Phil 1:6), when Christ has His day in the catching out of His Bride at the Rapture; 

3. The day of the Lord (Isa 13:9; Rev 6:1-20:15), the Great Tribulation and the Millennium, when the Lord has His day, visiting judgment upon the ungodly; 

4. The day of God (2 Peter 3:12), when God has His day, the close of the Millennium, the Great White Throne judgment, and the restoration of the earth and its planetary heavens to their pristine glory. 

The end-time mockers will mock at the promise of our Lord's Second Advent. The basis of their rejection of the Second Advent according to John in his second letter (v. 7) is that they deny that Jesus Christ comes in flesh. That is, they deny that the Jehoshua of the Old Testament (Jehovah who saves) who is designated as the Anointed One (Christ) in the New Testament, ever would become incarnate, assume a human body and put Himself under human limitations without its sin. 
The denial of an incarnation today is given a rationalistic basis in the theory of evolution which teaches that the universe and man are such today by reason of the operation of a resident force in matter and man that is developing both from a crude beginning toward a perfect conclusion without the aid of any outside force. 
In short, the theory will not permit the introduction of anything or anyone from the outside into the unbroken continuity of existence, hence, no incarnation. 
The basis of the end time mocker's rejection of the Second Advent is that from the beginning of the creation, all things continue as they were. Here we have the unbroken continuity of existence given as a reason for rejecting the coming of the Lord Jesus, no introduction of anything from without into the affairs of the human race. 
The promise of the Lord's return must have been tied up in the minds of these mockers with the judgment of God upon the ungodly, for Peter in 3:5-12 speaks of the past judgment of Gen 7:10 and the future judgment of the day of the Lord. The argument of the end-time false teachers is that since there was no judgment meted out upon the ungodly in the past, there will be none in the future. 

CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:4 Continued.
Alford explains the statement of the mockers as follows: "The time of waiting for the promise necessarily dates from the death of the fathers, and the duration of things continuing as they are now extends back beyond the death of the fathers; so that the meaning will be, ever since the death of those to whom the promise was made, things have continued as we now see them (and as they have ever continued even before the fathers) from the beginning of the creation." 
All of which echoes the intent of the present day theory of naturalism which contends that nothing happened in days gone by that does not happen today. The fathers are evidently those to whom the promise of our Lord's coming was made. Alford says that they are "largely and generally those to whom the promise was made; the same as are indicated in Rom 9:5; yet not exclusively these, but simultaneously with them any others who may be in the same category, namely, those who bear to the N.T. Church the same relation .as they to that of the O.T." 
The words, "fell asleep," are a euphemism for death, that is, a pleasant way of speaking of something that in itself is not pleasant. 

Translation. And saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things are remaining permanently in that state in which they were from the beginning of the creation. 







(Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament)
2. God’s work is Consistent (2 Peter 3:5-7)

How did Peter refute the foolish argument of the apostate scoffers? "God does not interrupt the operation of His stable creation!" they argued. "The promise of Christ's coming is not true!" All Peter did was remind them of what God had done in the past and thus prove that His work is consistent throughout the ages. Peter simply presented evidence that the false teachers deliberately ignored. It is amazing how so-called "thinkers" (scientists, liberal theologians, philosophers) will be selective and deliberately refuse to consider certain data.

Peter cited two events in history to prove His point: 
1. The work of God at Creation (2 Peter 3:5), 
2. And the flood in Noah's day (2 Peter 3:6).

THE WORD OF GOD [WHO WAS MADE FLESH] IS THE CREATIVE FORCE.
God created the heavens and the earth by His word. The phrase "and God said" occurs nine times in Gen 1. "For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast" (Ps 33:9). Not only was Creation made by the word of God, but it was held together by that same word. Kenneth Wuest translates 2 Peter 3:5 to bring out this subtle meaning. "For concerning this they willfully forget that heavens existed from ancient times, and land [standing] out of water, and by means of water cohering by the word of God."

Peter's argument is obvious: the same God who created the world by His word can also intervene in His world and do whatever He wishes to do! It is His word that made it and that holds it together, and His word is all-powerful.
The second event Peter cited was Noah's flood (2 Peter 3:6). He had already referred to the Flood as an illustration of divine judgment (2 Peter 2:5), so there was no need to go into detail. The Flood was a cataclysmic event; in fact, the Greek word translated "overflowed" gives us our English word cataclysm. 
CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:5-7 Continued. 
The people living on earth had probably never seen a rainstorm or the fountains of the deep broken up, but these events happened just the same. Their "scientists" could have argued as the scoffers argued, "Everything goes on as it did from the beginning. Life is uniform so nothing unusual can happen." But it happened!

‘Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man’s heart shall melt: For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.’ Isaiah 13:6, 7, 10 KJV

Question: What would cause this cataclysm?

‘And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.’ Revelation 8:10, 11 KJV  

Just a thought. 




Paul the Learner 
God has the power to "break in" at any time and accomplish His will. He can send rain from heaven or fire from heaven. "But our God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased" (Ps 115:3).
GOD IN THE PAST HAS INTERRUPTED THE COURSE OF HISTORY.
Having established the fact that God has in the past "interrupted" the course of history, Peter was then ready for his application in 2 Peter 2:7. The same word that created and sustains the world is now holding it together, stored with fire, being preserved and reserved for that future day of judgment. God promised that there would be no more floods to destroy the world (Gen 9:8-17). The next: judgment will be a judgment of fire.

GOD ALONE PUSHES THE BUTTON NOT MAN.
The phrase "stored with fire" used by Kenneth Wuest ("reserved unto fire," KJV) sounds very modern. Modern atomic science has revealed that the elements that make up the world are stored with power. There is enough atomic energy in a glass of water to run a huge ocean finer. Man has discovered this great power and, as a result, the world, seems to teeter on the brink of atomic destruction. However, Peter seems to indicate that man will not destroy the world by his sinful abuse of atomic energy. It is God who will "push the button" at the right time and. burn up the old creation and all the works of sinful man with it; then He will usher in the new heavens and earth and reign in glory.

GOD MADE IS GOOD AND MAN BY POLLUTION IS DESTROYING GOD’S CREATION.
Everything in God's original creation was, good. It is man's sin that has turned a good creation into a groaning creation (Rom 8:18-22). God could not permit sinful man to live in a perfect environment, so He had to curse the ground because of man (Gen 3:14-19). Since that time, man has been busy polluting and [destroying God's creation. For years, it appeared that this exploitation would not cause too much trouble, but now we are changing our minds. 
The balance of nature has been upset; valuable resources have been wasted; the supply of energy is running down; and civilization is facing a crisis. The prophets of doom today are not only preachers and evangelists, but also sociologists, ecologists, and [atomic scientists.].
CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:5-7 Continued.
PETER PROVED HIS POINT.
Peter proved his point: God is able to intervene in the course of history. He did it in the past and He is able to do it again. The Day of the Lord that was promised by the prophets and Apostles, as well as by Jesus Christ, will come just as surely as the Flood came in Noah's day and the fire and brimstone came to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.
But the scoffers had their argument ready: "Then why the delay?" The promise of Christ's coming and the judgment of the world has been around for centuries, and it is yet to be fulfilled. Has God changed His mind? The world today is certainly ripe for judgment! Thus, Peter's third fact.










(The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
2 Peter 3:5-6

The literal Greek is, "for this escapes them being willing" (Robertson); Vincent translates, "this escapes them of their own will," and quotes the Revision, "this they willfully forget." Alford suggests: "for (i.e., they speak thus because) this (namely, this fact which follows) escapes them (passes unnoticed by them) of their own will (i.e., they shut their eyes to this fact)." 
All of which means that the denial of the Second Advent by these false teachers is due to a culpable ignorance on their part. 

The key to the understanding of the rest of verse five is in the word "world." It is kosmos, which speaks of a system where order prevails. This word refers here to the original perfect system of the material universe of Gen 1:1 which was brought into being by the word of God. He spoke the universe into existence. 
What a commentary as to the condition of the first perfect earth, the surface of which was made up of land masses surrounded by water. This earth "being overflowed with water, perished." This refers to the cataclysm of Gen 7:10 where we read, "…that the waters of the flood were upon the earth." It was the judgment upon the fall of the human race. 
This judgment the end-time mockers are willfully ignorant of, like the fictitious ostrich that buries his head in the sand and thus thinks to escape danger. The ancient Greeks thought the primeval condition of the earth was one of chaos. The theory of evolution starts with a chaos. The New Testament writers, using kosmos, describe the original condition of the universe as one of perfection. 
The sons of God (the angels) did not shout for joy over a chaos (Greek for a rude, unformed mass), but a kosmos when they saw this universe come into existence by the creative act of God (Job 38:4-7). The word "overflowed" is katakluzœ, "to overwhelm with water, to submerge, deluge," from which we get our word "cataclysm." 
"Perished" is apollumi, "to ruin so that the thing ruined can no longer subserve the use for which it was designed."
 ‘Of this they are willingly ignorant, that by the Word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing our of water and in the water; And those men, because of whose deeds the world of that time was overflowed with water, perished;’ 2 Peter 3:5, 6 Peshitta Text [Syriac not Greek] 
CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:5-6 Continued
The Greek text back of the words, "the earth standing out of the water and in the water" is most difficult. The word "standing" is sunist¢mi, "to place with" something else, thus, "to set or place together, to stand with or near" the former in a transitive sense, the latter in an intransitive. The word is a participle in the perfect tense. 
Thayer under this word states that the verb in this tense is used intransitively. It refers to the juxtaposition of the things, one next to another. Thus, the thought of Peter is that the land and water on the perfect earth of Gen 1:1 were in juxtaposition, the earth rendered so out (ek) of water and by means of (dia) water. 
Alford offers the following explanation: "out of water, because the waters that were under the firmament were gathered together into one place and the dry land appeared; and thus water was the material out of which the earth was made; by means of water, because the waters below the firmament by furnishing moisture and rain, and keeping moist the earth, are the means by which the earth (sunist¢mi) holds together." 
Vincent says: "out of water, denoting not the position of the earth, but the material or mediating element in the creation; the waters being gathered together in one place, and the dry land appearing ... By means of water, (Bengel); the water served that the earth should consist, that is, cohere." Robertson says that it is not plain what is meant by "by means of water," and Strachan states that the meaning is obscure. 

Translation. For concerning this they willfully forget that heavens existed long ago, and earth out of water as a source and by means of water cohering by the word of God, through which the ordered world of that time having been deluged by water, was ruined. 



(Wuest)
2 Peter 3:7

"Kept in store" is thesaurizo, "to gather and lay up, store up." We have what is called a periphrastic perfect participle speaking of a past storing up completed, with a present state of being stored with that which has been gathered and laid up. "Fire" is in the instrumental case, showing the thing which was instrumental in completing the action in the verb. The present heavens and earth have been stored with fire with the present result that the deposit of fire with which they were stored resides in them as a permanent deposit. 
This present condition of the heavens and the earth, that of being stored up with fire, is being constantly maintained (reserved t¢reœ, guarded) with a view to the day of judgment of ungodly men, the Great White Throne judgment which will occur at the close of the Millennium, at which time the wicked dead, fallen angels, and demons will be judged, to be sent to an eternity of suffering, banished from the presence of a holy God (Rev 20:11-15). 

"Perdition" is apœleia. The verb is apollumi, "to be delivered up to eternal misery, to incur the loss of all things that make existence worth while." The noun (apœleia) means "eternal misery." "Ungodly" is aseb¢s, "destitute of reverential awe towards God." 
Translation. But the present heavens and the earth by the same word have been stored with fire, being kept so guarded with a view to the Day of Judgment and eternal misery of men destitute of reverential awe towards God.







(Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament) 
CHAPTER THREE
3. God’s will is merciful (2 Peter 3:8-10)
Once again, Peter exposed the ignorance of. [The scoffers.] Not only were they ignorant of what God had done in the past (2 Peter 3:5), but they were also ignorant of what God was like. They were making God in their own image and ignoring the fact that God is eternal. This means that He has neither beginning nor ending. Man is immortal: he has a beginning but not an ending. He will live forever either in heaven or hell. But God is eternal, without beginning or ending, and He dwells in eternity. Eternity is not just "extended time." Rather, it is existence above and apart from time.
GOD IS ABOVE TIME FOR HE DWELLS IN ETERNITY.
Peter was certainly referring to Ps 90:4 - "For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night." Since a thousand years are as one day to the Lord, we cannot accuse Him of delayed fulfillment of His promises. In God's sight, the whole universe is only a few days old! He is not limited by time the way we are, nor does He measure it according to man's standards. When you study the works of God, especially in the Old Testament, you can see that He is never in a hurry, but He is never late.

GOD DOES THINGS IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME.
He could have created the entire universe in an instant, yet He preferred to do it over a period of six days. He could have delivered Israel from Egypt in a moment, yet He preferred to invest eighty years in training Moses. For that matter, He could have sent the Saviour much sooner, but He waited until "the fullness of the time was come" (Gal 4:4). While God works in time, He is not limited by time.
To God, a thousand years is as one day, and one day as a thousand years. God can accomplish in one day what it would take others a millennium to accomplish! He waits to work, but once He begins to work, He gets things done!

THE SCOFFERS DID NOT UNDERSTAND EITHER GOD’S ETERNALITY OR MERCY.
The scoffers did not understand God's eternality nor did they understand His mercy. Why was God delaying the return of Christ and the coming of the Day of the Lord? It was not because He was unable to act or unwilling to act. He was not tardy or off schedule! Nobody on earth has the right to decide when God must act. God is sovereign in all things and does not need prodding or even counsel from sinful man (Rom 11:33-36).

GOD SAYS I HAVE NO PLEASURE IN THE DEATH OF THE WICKED.
God delays the coming of Christ and the great day of fiery judgment because He is long-suffering and wants to give lost sinners the opportunity to be saved. "And account that the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation" (2 Peter 3:15).

God's "delay" is actually an indication that He has a plan for this world and that He is working His plan. There should be no question in anybody's mind whether God wants sinners to be saved. God "is not willing that any should perish" (2 Peter 3:9). First Timothy 2:4 affirms that God "will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 
These verses give both the negative and the positive, and together they assure us that God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek 18:23, 32; 33:11). He shows His mercy to all (Rom 11:32) even though not all will be saved.

CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:8-10 Continued.
GOD GIVES MAN EVERY CHANCE TO ACCEPT HIS PLAN.
It is worth noting that God revealed this same long-suffering in the years before the Flood (1 Peter 3:20). He saw the violence and wickedness of man and could have judged the world immediately; yet He held back His wrath and, instead, sent Noah as a "preacher of righteousness." In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, God patiently waited while Abraham interceded for the cities and He would have spared them had He found ten righteous people in Sodom. If God is long-suffering toward lost sinners, why did Peter write, "The Lord ... is longsuffering to us-ward"? Who is meant by "us ward"? It would appear that God is long-suffering to His own people!

Perhaps Peter was using the word us in a general way, meaning "mankind." But it is more likely that he was referring to his readers as the elect of God (1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:10). God is long-suffering toward lost sinners because some of them will believe and become a part of God's elect people. We do not know who God's elect are among the unsaved people of the world, nor are we supposed to know. Our task is to make our own "calling and election sure" (2 Peter 1:10; cf. Luke 13:23-30). The fact that God has His elect people is an encouragement to us to share the Good News and seek to win others to Christ.

TRUE REPENTANCE IS TO CHANGE ONE’S MIND AND NOT REGRET OR REMORSE.
God was even long-suffering toward the scoffers of that day! They needed to repent and He was willing to save them. This is the only place where Peter used the word repentance in either of his letters, but that does not minimize its importance. To repent simply means "to change one's mind." It is not "regret," which usually means "being sorry I got caught." Nor is it "remorse," which is a hopeless attitude that can lead to despair.

REPENTANCE IS A CHANGE OF MIND AND AN ACTION OF THE WILL.
Repentance is a change of mind that results in an action of the will. If the sinner honestly changes his mind about sin, he will turn from it. If he sincerely changes his mind about Jesus Christ, he will turn to Him, trust Him, and be saved. "Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21) is God's formula for salvation.

MAKE ROOM FOR REPENTANCE IN YOUR HEART WHICH IS A GIFT OF GOD.
The word translated "come" at the end of 2 Peter 3:9 carries the meaning of "make room for." It is translated "contain" in John 2:6 and 21:25. The lost sinner needs to "make room" for repentance in his heart by putting away His pride and meekly receiving the Word of God. Repentance is a gift from God (Acts 11:18; 2 Tim 2:25), but the unbeliever must make room for the gift.

As you review Peter's arguments, you can see that his evidence is irrefutable: 
1. He pointed out that the scoffers willfully rejected evidence in order that they night continue in their sins and scoffing. 
2. He proved from the Scriptures that God has intervened in past history, and that He has the power to do it today. 
3. He showed that the scoffers had a very low view of God's character because they thought He delayed in keeping His promises just as men do. 

4. Finally, he explained that God does not live in the realm of human time, and that His so-called "delay" only gives more opportunity for lost sinners to repent and be saved.

CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:8-10 Continued

Having refuted their false claims, Peter then reaffirmed the certainty of the coming of the Day of the Lord. When will it come? Nobody knows when, because it will come to the world "as a thief in the night." Our Lord used this phrase (Matt 24:43; Luke 12:39) and so did the Apostle Paul (1 Thess 5:2 ff). When the world is feeling secure, then God's judgment will fall. The thief does not warn his victims that he is coming! "For when they shall say, 'Peace and safety'; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape" (1 Thess 5:3).

We do not know when it will happen, but we are told what will happen. Kenneth Wuest gives an accurate and graphic translation of these words: "In which the heavens with a rushing noise will be dissolved, and the elements being scorched will be dissolved, and the earth also and the works in it will be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10).
‘And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the peoples that have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh shall rot away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall corrode away in their sockets, and their tongue shall decay away in their mouth.’ Zechariah 14:12 Amplified 
Note: In this passage of Scripture, it shows how the armies at Armageddon will be destroyed (Ezekiel 38:17-39:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; Revelation 19.
COULD GOD USE ATOMIC POWER?
Many Bible students believe that Peter here described the action of atomic energy being released by God. The word translated a great noise in the King James Version means "with a hissing and a crackling sound." When the atomic bomb was tested in the Nevada desert, more than one reporter said that the explosion gave forth "a whirring sound," or a "crackling sound." The Greek word Peter used was commonly used by the people for the whirring of a bird's wings or the hissing of a snake.
WHAT WOULD BREAK SOMETHING DOWN TO ITS BASIC ELEMENTS?
The words melt in 2 Peter 3:10 means "to disintegrate, to be dissolved." It carries the idea of something being broken down into its basic elements, and that is what happens when atomic energy is released. "Heaven and earth shall pass away," said our Lord (Matt 24:35), and it appears that this may happen by the release of the atoms power stored in the elements that make up the world. The heavens and earth are "stored with fire" (2 Peter 3:7, Wuest), and only God can release it.

REMEMBER ONLY GOD WILL PUSH THE BUTTON AND NOT MAN.
For this reason, I do not personally believe that God will permit sinful men to engage in an earth-destroying atomic war. He will, I believe, overrule the ignorance and foolishness of men including well-meaning but unbelieving diplomats and politicians, so that He alone will have the privilege of "pushing the button" and dissolving the elements to make way for a new heaven and a new earth. Peter no doubt had in mind Old Testament passages such as Isa 13:10-11; 24:19; 34:4; and 64:1-4 when he wrote these words. The first passage is especially emphatic that God will bring judgment and not sinful man. "And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity," says the Lord. It does not sound as though He will give this task to some nervous military leader or some angry politician.

 ‘But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, when the heavens shall suddenly pass away and the elements shall separate as they burn, and the earth also and the works that are in it shall not be found.’ 2 Peter 3:10 Peshitta Text
CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:8-10 Continued.
Of course, this great explosion and conflagration will not touch the "heaven of heavens" where God dwells. It will destroy the earth and the atmospheric heavens around it, the universe as we know it; this will make room for the new heavens and earth (2 Peter 3:13; Rev 21:1 ff).

ALL OF MAN’S GREAT WORKS WILL BE DESTROYED.
Man's great works will also be burned up! All of the things that man boasts about - his great cities, his great buildings, his inventions, and his achievements - will be destroyed in a moment of time. When sinners stand before the throne of God, they will have nothing to point to as evidence of their greatness. It will all be gone.

This is certainly a solemn truth, and we dare not study it in cavalier fashion. In the remaining verses of His letter, Peter will apply this truth to our daily living. But it would be wise for us to pause now and consider: where will I be when God destroys the world? Is what I am living for only destined to go up in an atomic cloud, to vanish forever? Or am I doing the will of God so that my works will glorify Him forever?
Make your decision now - before it is too late.

(The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
Note: may I call your attention to my study on the book of Revelation that uses the Scriptures to explain bible prophecy.






Paul the Learner
2 Peter 3:8

"Be ignorant" is lanthanœ which means literally "to be hidden," thus, "stop allowing (this) to be hidden from you." Robertson translates, "let not this one thing escape you." The present imperative with m¢ (not) is used in the Greek text, forbidding the continuance of an action or state already going on. The scoffing false teachers were deliberately allowing the fact Peter wishes to bring to their attention now to escape them. It was a culpable ignorance, as we saw in a previous verse. 
How are we to understand the words, "With the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day"? Alford suggests: "We are not to judge God, in the case of delay, as we do men, seeing that His thoughts are not as our thoughts ... The saying is the completion of Ps 90:4, setting forth also in a wonderful way, that one day may be in God's sight as productive of events as a millennium." 
Robertson says: "Peter applies the language of Ps 90:4 about the eternity of God and shortness of human life to 'the impatience of human expectations' (Bigg) about the second coming of Christ.’The day of judgment is at hand (1 Peter 4:7). It may come tomorrow, but what is tomorrow? What does God mean by a day? It may be a thousand years.' (Bigg)." Strachan comments: Infinite compassion overrides in the divine Mind all finite reckoning." 

The false teachers argue that the Second Advent has not occurred after so many years of delay, therefore, it will not occur. 

Peter reminds them that God does not look at the passing of time as we do. He, in His eternal being does not experience time as such, and the passing of a thousand years is no different to Him than the passing of a day, so far as His predicted actions are concerned. Therefore, their argument is fallacious. 

CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:8 Continued.
Translation. But this one thing, stop allowing it to be hidden from you, divinely-loved ones, that one day in the sight of the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
(Wuest)
2 Peter 3:9

"Is slack" is brandunœ, "to delay or loiter." The Septuagint has it "to linger." Alford translates "to be tardy." "The word implies, besides delay, the idea of lateness with reference to an appointed time" (Vincent). Strachan comments: "The idea combated is that God has made a promise and has not kept it. He is, however, better than His promise. 
The additional element of His long suffering is brought into play. God is greater than men's conception of Him especially if their's is a mechanical view of the universe ... As nowhere else in the epistle, here the writer of 2 Peter enables us to view the summit of the Christian faith, and to rise to a magnificent conception of God ... Delay does not spring from an unwillingness or impotence to perform. 
His will is not even that 'some' should perish, though that is regarded by the writer as inevitable ... Some will perish, but it is not His will. His will is that all should come to repentance. The goodness of God should lead to repentance." The word "willing" is boulomai. The synonyms thelœ and boulomai mean "to wish, desire." 
Thayer says: "Many agree with Prof. Grimm that thelœ gives prominence to the emotional element, boulomai, to the rational and volitional; that thelœ signifies the choice, while boulomai marks the choice as deliberate and intelligent; yet they acknowledge that the words are sometimes used indiscriminately, and especially that thelœ as the less sharply defined term is put where boulomai would be proper." 
Trench, in his Synonyms of the New Testament says regarding synonyms: "All that we certainly affirm is that, granting this, (namely, that there may be one hundred passages where it would be quite as possible to use the one as the other), there is a hundred and first, where one would be appropriate and the other not, or where, at all events, one would be more appropriate than the other." 
It would seem that boulomai is used here advisedly by Peter. It is not God's considered will that any should perish. There is the sovereignty of God and the free will of man. God will not violate man's will. While it is His considered will that no one should be lost, yet in making man in His image He necessarily had to make him a free moral agent, with a will which is able to say "yes" and "no" to Him. While God is always willing to save man, man is not always willing to be saved. 
"Long-suffering" is makrothumia, God's infinite patience with sinners who put Him to the test and provoke Him. Trench says: "Men may tempt (test) and provoke Him, and He may and does display an infinite makrothumia in regard of them (Ex 34:6; Rom 2:4; 1 Peter 2:20); there may be a resistance to God in men, because He respects the wills which He has given them, even when those wills are fighting against Him." 
Peter says that the seeming delay of God in fulfilling His promise of the Second Advent is not any tardiness on His part to keep an appointment, but is due to His long patience with sinners, giving the human race an opportunity, generation after generation, to accept the salvation He has wrought out on the Cross. 

CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:9 Continued.
Translation. The Lord is not tardy with regard to the appointed time of His promise, as certain consider tardiness, but is long-suffering toward us, not having it as His considered will that certain should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 




(Wuest)
2 Peter 3:10

3:10 Even though the second coming seems delayed, nevertheless the Day of the Lord will come like a thief, says Kefa. Like Sha’ul teaching on the same subject (1 Thessalonians 5:1-8) and Yochanan reporting his vision (Revelation 3:3, 16:15), he alludes to Yeshua's own words about the suddenness of his reappearance (Mt 24:35-44, Lk 12:35-49).

The Day of the Lord is spoken of frequently in the Tanakh; examples include Isaiah 13:9, 61:2; Jeremiah 46:10; Joel 1:15; Zephaniah 1:14-16; Malachi 3:2, 3:23(4:5). There it is called the Day of Adonai, a day of judgment and vengeance, but also a day of salvation and comfort. The role of Yeshua the Messiah on that Day is taught in the New Testament (John 5:22-27, Acts 17:31, Romans 2:14-16&N), so that the Day of the Lord can as well refer to Yeshua as to the Father (since kurios can mean either “Lord” or “Adonai”; see Mt 1:20&N, 7:21&N).

The cataclysmic picture of that Day which Kefa gives here and in vv. 7, 12 is founded in the Tanakh. The heavens will disappear (Isaiah 13:10, 34:4; Ezekiel 32:7-8; Joel 3:4(2:31), 4:15(3:15); compare Mt 24:29, Rev 6:12-13) with a roar (Isaiah 29:5 b-6), the elements will melt and disintegrate, and the earth and everything in it will be burned up (Isaiah 30:30, 66:15-16; Micah 1:4; Nahum 1:5-6; Zephaniah 1:18, 3:8; Psalm 97:3, 5). Compare also similar pictures in such Jewish writings, dating from before Yeshua, as Sibylline Oracles 3:83-92, 4:171-182; 1 Enoch 1:6 , 52:6-9 ; 4 Ezra 13:10-11.

Both Kefa and Sha’ul agree that the purpose of prophecy is not to titillate the ears of believers (2 Timothy 4:3), or to make them speculate about “times and dates” (1 Thessalonians 5:1), but to make them ask what kind of people they should...be, and to answer, with Kefa, that they should lead holy and godly lives. Many believers preoccupy themselves with future events, seemingly enjoying the proclamation of apocalyptic doom as an escape from the command to concern themselves with living holy lives in the ‘olam hazeh (“this world”), rather than pie in the sky in the ‘olam haba (“the world to come”).




(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 
2 Peter 3:10

The Church is today in its last age, the Laodicean period (Rev 3:14-19). The next prophetic event will be the Day of Christ or the Rapture of the Church. Following that will come the Great Tribulation; a period of seven years, the seventieth week of Daniel (9:24-27). That is to be followed by the one thousand year world empire of the Lord Jesus (Rev 20:1-7). 
At its conclusion the Great White Throne judgment will occur, at which the wicked dead will be judged. This is what Peter has reference to in 3:7 when he speaks of "the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." At this time will occur the renovation of the earth and its planetary heavens mentioned in 3:7, 10, 12. The Day of the Lord comprises the Great Tribulation and the Millennium. This great conflagration occurs at the latter's end. The Millennium merging into eternity is the Day of God (3:12). 

That aspect of the Day of the Lord which will come suddenly and unawares as a thief will be the second half of the seven-year period in which Antichrist turns against the human race to become the ruthless dictator, and the judgments of God fall upon a Christ-rejecting world. 
CHAPTER THREE

2 Peter 3:10
Not only will the beginning of the Day of the Lord come suddenly, but its end at the close of the Millennium will come unexpectedly. The Great White Throne judgment and the great conflagration will come upon the earth dwellers that are unsaved as suddenly as the judgment of the Great Tribulation. The greatest harvest of souls this earth has ever seen will come during the Millennium. Our Lord will rule as earth dictator. There will be universal righteousness, peace, and prosperity. Satan and his demons will be in the bottomless pit, the nation of Israel will be saved, and only true doctrine will be preached. But despite all this, there will be masses of humanity still unsaved at the end of the thousand years. To these the final judgment of The Great White Throne and the earth-conflagration will come as a surprise. "Noise" is roizedon. The sound of the word suggests the meaning. 
The word was used of the whistling of an arrow, the sound of a shepherd's pipe, the rush of wings, the splash of water, the hissing of a snake, and the sound of filing. "Elements" is stoicheia, referring here to the four elements of which the universe is composed, fire, air, earth, and water. The words "pass away" is the translation of paraluœ, "to loosen, dissolve." "Melt" is luœ "to dissolve." "Fervent heat" is kausoœ, "to burn up, to set fire to." The word denotes a violent consuming heat. Literally, "the elements being scorched up shall be dissolved." As to the original text back of the words "shall be burned up," authorities differ. The Nestle text gives the future of heuriskœ, "shall be found." Robertson suggests kataka¢setai, "shall be burned up," which from contextual considerations seems to be the most likely. 
Translation. But there will come the Lord's Day as a thief, in which the heavens with a rushing noise will be dissolved, and the elements being scorched up will be dissolved, and the earth also and the works in it will be burned up. 






(Wuest)
 ‘But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; [Yet the day of-Master as thief] in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, [in which the heavens boomingly will-be-beside-coming] and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, [elements yet burning will-be-being-loosed] the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. [And land and the in her acts will-be-being-found of-these A – will-be-being-down-burned].’ 2 Peter 3:10 + Concordant Greek text 400 AD.
2 Peter 3:10-13 10 The Day of the Lord 
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. NKJV
‘But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, when the heavens shall suddenly pass away and the elements shall separate as they burn, and the earth also and the works that are in it shall not be found. 11 Now since all these things are to be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in your holy conduct and godliness. 12 Looking for and longing for the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being tested with fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heart? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which dwells righteousness.’   2 Peter 3:10-13 Peshitta Text
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SECTION TWO
3:10-13
THE DAY OF THE LORD.

A  3:10-.
The Day certain though unexpected.
  B  3:-10.
   Heavens and earth destroyed.

     C  3:11-.
       Dissolved.

        D  3:-11.             Holiness.

A  3:12-.
 The Day desired.

  B  3:-12.
    Heavens and earth destroyed.

     C  3:13-.
       Re-Creation.

        D  3:-13.

Holiness.

2 Peter 3:11-18

BE DILIGENT! 

The purpose of prophetic truth is not speculation but motivation; thus Peter concluded hiss letter with the kind of practical admonitions that all of us must heed. It is unfortunate when people run from one prophetic conference to another, bring their notebooks, marking their Bibles, drawing their charts, and yet not living their lives to the glory of God. In fact, some of the saints battle each other more over prophetic interpretation than perhaps any other subject.

MOVE FROM THE PLANNING COMMITTEE & JOIN THE WELCOMING COMMITTEE.
All true Christians believe that Jesus Christ is coming again. They may differ in their views of when certain promised events will occur, but they all agree that He is returning as He promised. Furthermore, all Christians agree that this faith in future glory ought to motivate the church. As one pastor said to me, "I have moved off the Planning Committee and joined the Welcoming committee!" This does not mean that we should stop studying prophecy, or that every opposing viewpoint is correct, which is an impossibility. But it does mean that, whatever views we hold, they ought to make a difference in our lives.

"Be diligent!" is the admonition that best summarizes what Peter wrote in this closing paragraph. He used this word before in 2 Peter 1: 
1. "Giving all diligence, add to your faith" (2 Peter 1:5); 
2. "Give diligence to make your calling and election sure" (2 Peter 1:10); 
3. "Moreover I will endeavor [be diligent] that ye may be able" (2 Peter 1:15). 
4. If we are going to be successful Christians, we must learn to be diligent.

Peter gave three admonitions to encourage the readers in Christian diligence in the light of our Lord's return.

1. Be diligent to live godly lives (2 Peter 3:11-14)
The key word in this paragraph is look. It means "to wait eagerly, to be expectant." You find it in Luke 3:15 ("And as the people were in expectation") and Acts 3:5 ("expecting to receive something of them"). It describes an attitude of excitement and expectation as we wait for the Lord's return. 
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2 Peter 3:11-14 Continued.
Because we realize that the world and its works will be dissolved, and that even the very elements will be disintegrated, we fix our hope, not on anything in this world, but only on the Lord Jesus Christ.

A COLD HEART LEADS TO A WORLDLY ATTITUDE & THEN AN UNFAITHFUL LIFE.
Because we do not know the day or the hour of our Lord's return, we must constantly be ready. The believer who starts to neglect the "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13) will gradually develop a cold heart, a worldly attitude, and an unfaithful life (Luke 12:35-48). If he is not careful, he may even become like the scoffers and laugh at the promise of Christ's coming.

THE WORLD IS NOT OUR HOME.
This expectant attitude ought to make a difference in our personal conduct (2 Peter 3:11). The word translated "manner" literally means "exotic, out of this world, foreign." Because we have "escaped the corruption that is in the world" (2 Peter 1:4), we must live differently from the people in the world. To them, we should behave like "foreigners." Why? Because this world is not our home! We are "strangers and pilgrims" (1 Peter 2:11) headed for a better world, the eternal city of God. Christians should be different, not odd. When you are different, you attract people; when you are odd, you repel them.

WE ARE IN THE WORLD BUT NOT OF THE WORLD.
Our conduct should be characterized by holiness and godliness. "But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation [behavior]; because it is written, 'Be ye holy; for I am holy'" (1 Peter 1:15-16). The word holy means "to separate, to cut off." Israel was a "holy nation" because God called the Jews out from among the Gentiles and kept them separated. Christians are called out from the godless world around them and are set apart for God alone.
The word godliness could be translated "piety." It is the same word we met in 2 Peter 1:6-7, "to worship well." It describes a person whose life is devoted to pleasing God. It is possible to be separated from sin position ally and yet not enjoy living for God personally. In the Greek world, the word translated godliness meant "respect and awe for the gods and the world they made." It is that attitude of reverence that says with John the Baptist, "He must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3:30).
Other New Testament writers also teach that an eager expectancy of the Lord's return ought to motivate us to live pure lives (see Rom 13:11-14; 2 Cor 5:1-11; Phil 3:17-21; 1 Thess 5:1-11; Titus 2:11-15; 1 John 2:28-3:3). However, it does not simply know the doctrine in the mind that motivates the life; it is having it in the heart, loving His appearing (2 Tim 4:8).

‘He which testifieth these things saith, “Surely I come quickly. A-men. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.’ Revelation 22:20 KJV
Not only should this expectant attitude make a difference in our conduct, but it should also make a difference in our witness. The phrase looking for and hasting unto can be translated "looking for and hastening the coming of the Day of God." Peter affirms that it is possible for us to hasten the return of Jesus Christ.

The word translated "hasten unto" means "haste' in the other five places where it is used in the New Testament: 
(1) The shepherds "came with haste" (Luke 2:16). 
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2 Peter 3:11-14 Continued.
(2) Jesus told Zacchaeus to "make haste and come down" 
(3) And "he made haste and came down" (Luke 19:5-6). 
(4) Paul "hasted ... to be at Jerusalem" (Acts 20:16); 

(5) And the Lord told Paul to "make haste and get . . . out of Jerusalem" (Acts 22:18). 
To make this word a synonym for "eager anticipation" is to have Peter repeat himself in 2 Peter 2:12, for that is what the word looking means.

There are two extremes in ministry that we must avoid: 
A. One is the attitude that we are "locked into" God's sovereign plan in such a way that nothing we do will make any difference. 
B. The other extreme is to think that God cannot get anything done unless we do it! 
While God's sovereign decrees must never become an excuse for laziness, neither must our plans and activities try to take their place. Perhaps two illustrations from Old Testament history will help us better understand the relationship between God's plans and man's service: 
1. God delivered Israel from Egypt and told the people He wanted to put them into their inheritance, the land of Canaan. But at Kadesh-Barnea all except Moses, Joshua, and Caleb rebelled against God and, refused to enter the land (Num 13-14). Did, God force them to go in? No. Instead, He had them wander in the wilderness for the next forty years while the older generation died off. He adjusted His plan to their response.
2. When Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh, His message was clear: "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" (Jonah 3:4) It was God's plan to destroy the wicked city, but when the people repented, from the king on down, God adjusted His plan and spared the city. Neither God nor His basic principles changed, but His application of those principles changed. God responds when men repent.

How, then, can we as Christians hasten the coming of the Day of God? For one thing, we can pray as Jesus taught us, "Thy kingdom come" (Matt 6:10). It would appear from Rev 5:8 and 8:3-4 that the prayers of God's people are related in some way to the pouring out of God's wrath on the nations.

COMPLETE THE CHURCH AND THE LORD WILL COME.
If God's work today is calling out a people for His name (Acts 15:14), then the sooner the church is completed, the sooner our Lord will return. There is a suggestion of this truth in Acts 3:19-21. While Matt 24:14 relates primarily to the Tribulation, the principle is the same: man's ministry cooperates with God's program so that promised events can take place.

TRY NOT TO SPECULATE JUST SERVE THE LORD.
There are mysteries here that our minds cannot fully understand or explain, but the basic lesson is clear: the same God who ordains the end also ordains the means to the end, and we are a part of that means. Our task is not to speculate but to serve.
THE EXPECTANT ATTITUDE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
CHAPTER THREE
2 Peter 3:11-14 Continued.

Finally: 

(a) This expectant attitude will make a difference when we meet Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:14). 
(b) It will mean that He will greet us "in peace" and have no charges against us so that we are "ashamed before Him at His coming" (1 John 2:28). 
(c) The Judgment Seat of Christ will be a serious event (2 Cor 5:8-11), 

(d) As we give an account of our service to Him (Rom 14:10-13). 
(e) It is better to meet Him "in peace" than for Him to fight against us with His Word! (Rev 2:16)

If we are diligent to watch for His return, and to live holy and godly lives, then we will not be afraid or ashamed. We will meet Him "without spot and blameless." Jesus Christ is "a Lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter 1:19), and we should be careful to follow His example. Peter had warned his readers against the defilement that the apostates bring: "Spots they are and blemishes" (2 Peter 2:13). The separated Christian will not permit himself to be "spotted and blemished" by the false teachers! He wants to meet his Lord wearing pure garments.

KEEP HIS PROMISE BEFORE OUR HEARTS.
How do we maintain this eager expectancy that leads to holy living? By keeping "His promise" before our hearts (2 Peter 3:13). The promise of His coming is the light that shines in this dark world (2 Peter 1:19), and we must be sure that "the day star" is aglow in our hearts because we love His appearing.






(The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
2 Peter 3:12

3:12 As you wait for the day of God (which is the same as the “Day of the Lord,” v. 10&N) and work to hasten its coming. The idea of working to hasten the coming of the Messiah is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition, but it often surprises both Jews and Christians to find the concept in the New Testament as well. Many Christians would be glad to sit back passively and wait for the Day of God; it is hard to motivate them to work to hasten its coming; and learning they are supposed to surprises them. 
On the other hand, Jews who think of the New Testament as fatalistic and otherworldly are equally amazed to discover Kefa's orientation toward action and ethical behavior (“You should lead godly and holy lives,” v. 11). Moreover, there is reciprocity: not only are we to hasten the End, but, as we learn from Hebrews 10:25 b (“And let us do this all the more as you see the Day approaching”), the End hastens us!

On the present verse Yechiel Lichtenstein writes:

“Kefa says the believers can hasten the Day. In the Talmud compare Sanhedrin 98 a, which applies Isaiah 60:22 (‘I, Adonai, will hasten it in its time’) to the Messiah's coming:

‘Rabbi Y’hoshua ben-L’vi pointed out a contradiction—“hasten it” implies before, not “in its time.” Rabbi Y’hoshua's solution: God means, “If they deserve him, I will hasten it; but if they do not deserve him, his coming will be in its time.”’”
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See Mt 21:2-7 N and Hebrews 3:7 N for related citations from Sanhedrin 98 a. Lichtenstein continues,

“Kefa also says in vv. 4-10 that at the second coming of the Messiah, heaven and earth will pass away. Yet in Revelation 20-21 there are a thousand years between the Messiah's coming and the remaking of heaven and earth, during which time he has to reign as king in Jerusalem.” (Commentary to the New Testament, ad loc.)

The reason for the discrepancy is that Kefa is less concerned than Revelation 19-21 to set out End-Time events in chronological sequence. See 1 Thessalonians 4:15 b-17 N.

What work can believers do to hasten the Messiah's coming? Here is the answer of Joseph Hoffman Cohn, son of the founder of the American Board of Missions to the Jews (now Chosen People Ministries), written in 1921:

“Many of His true children are earnestly looking for the early return of our Lord, and they are putting forth every effort to hasten His coming. To all such we would say that there is no surer way of hastening this blessed fulfillment of His promise than by evangelizing the Jews. The reasons for this are many, but...of special interest here...[is that] it was only to Jews that our Lord said in Matthew 23:39, ‘For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.’ Which, if we interpret Scripture aright, means to us that whenever the Jews as a nation accept Him as Lord and Savior, then He will come. And who does not long for His appearing? And who does not realize that unless He does soon appear, this world is doomed to a horrible cataclysm the like of which has not been duplicated in history?” (Reprinted in The Chosen People, June 1984, p. 12)

In non-Messianic Judaism, “hastening the end” has a somewhat different flavor. According to Chapter 7 of Raphael Patai's The Messiah Texts, it means forcing God's hand. A number of legends recounted there tell how Hasidim and Kabbalists impatient for the Messiah tried to compel him to come by means of “the powers of saintliness they had acquired by years of ruthless mortification of their flesh.” In each case, of course, they were prevented—by death, by Satan, or by some sin which they committed.

In one of these legends—as retold by Zalman Shazar, third president of the State of Israel—the 14th -century rabbi Joseph Della Reina (“of the Queen”) attempts, with the help of the prophet Elijah, to destroy Satan (disguised as a black dog) by using God's secret names. But he doesn't follow Elijah's instructions to the letter, and thus fails in his task. Later he goes astray, having illicit sexual relations with none other than the Queen of France (hence his name), and ultimately commits suicide. (The Messiah Texts, pp. 68-73)

In a story by the famous Hasidic teacher, Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav (1772-1811), Satan, disguised as a merchant, prevents a rabbi's son from meeting with a great tzaddik (holy man). In the end the son dies. The rabbi again encounters the merchant, who tells him, “Now I have dispatched your son....Had he and the tzaddik met and joined forces, the Messiah would have come.” Other stories tell of Hasidic rabbis who decide during their lifetime that they will refuse to enter heaven after death unless the Messiah agrees to come. 

“Since, in the Hasidic world view, merits must without fail get their reward, such a refusal on the part of a great saint causes an intolerable disruption in the heavenly order of things, which must instantly be remedied by letting the Messiah commence his mission. 
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But this pious blackmail, too, is doomed to failure. ‘Those in heaven’ manage to play a trick on the soul of the saint and entice it to enter heaven against its will.” (The Messiah Texts, p. 66) In still other stories, such as the one quoted in Luke 15:15 N, Hasidim seeking to hasten the end are given the opportunity of appearing personally before the Holy One, blessed be he, to present their petition; but instead of seizing the moment to request redemption they ask for lesser benefits.

Also in the category of “hastening the end” is the tradition that if the whole Jewish people would keep Shabbat properly just once, the Messiah would come. It is based on a passage in Jeremiah:
”...if you diligently hearken to me, says Adonai, to bring no burden in through the gates of this city on Shabbat, but instead hallow Shabbat by not doing work, then into the gates of this city shall enter kings and princes sitting on the throne of David....” (Jeremiah 17:24-25)

And finally, again the Talmud:
“Rav said, ‘All the forecast dates [for redemption] have come and gone. Now the matter [of when the Messiah will come] depends only on repentance and good deeds.’” (Sanhedrin 97 b).










(Jewish New Testament Commentary)

Remember That the Talmud has many stories and traditions from teachers throughout the centuries who in trying to establish a truth, used a story to illustrate there point. It is like Jesus saying, ‘the kingdom of heaven is liken to…’ also in the Talmud there thought is the first coming of Messiah to overthrow the nations of the world and make the Jewish Nation the top dog as we would say. They do not accept that Messiah has already come and as we are looking toward the second coming they are still looking for the first coming.





Paul the Learner 

3:14-18-.
EXHORTATION.

A  3:14-.
Address.

  B  3:-14-.          Reason.

     C  3:-14.            Warning as to conduct.

        D  3:15-.              The Lord’s longsuffering.

           E  3:-15, 16.         Confirmation by Paul.

A  3:17-.
Address.

  B  3:-17-.
   Reason.

     C  3:-17.            Warning as to falling away.

       D  3:18-.
           Knowledge of the Lord.

2 Peter 3:11-12

The Greek has it, "all these things being in the process of dissolution." "Ought" is dei, "it is a necessity in the nature of the case." "To be" is huparchœ, "to be" in the sense that an antecedent condition is protracted into the present. That is, saints are obligated to maintain the holy life of separation in which they started in the Christian life. "Holy conversation" is "holy manner of life." The Greek word "holy" (hagios), means basically, "set apart for the service of God." 
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Thus, a holy life is a separated life, separated from the world and to God. "Godliness" is eusebeia, "piety toward God." Both "conversation" and "godliness" are plural. Robertson translates, "holy behaviors and pieties." 
"Looking for" is prosdokaœ, "to expect, look for, wait for." The prefixed preposition pros mean "towards" and adds the idea of "mental direction" to the already existing meaning of the verb. "Hasting" is speudœ, "to hasten, to desire earnestly." Vincent says: "I am inclined to adopt, with Alford, Huther, Salmond, and Trench the transitive meaning, 
Hastening on. i.e., 'causing the day of the Lord to come more quickly by helping to fulfill those conditions without which it cannot come; that day being no day inexorably fixed, but one the arrival of which it is free to the church to hasten on by faith and by prayer' (Trench). See Matt 24:14, 'this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.' 
Compare the words of Peter, Acts 3:19, 'Repent and be converted' etc., that so there may come seasons of refreshing,' and the prayer, 'thy kingdom come.' Salmond quotes a rabbinical saying, 'If thou keepest this precept thou hastenest the day of Messiah.'" All of which means that Peter teaches here that the saints can hasten the coming of the day of God by a holy life. 
"Wherein," Vincent says is not correct. The Greek is di' h¢n, the preposition dia, meaning "because of," and the relative pronoun. ‘Thru which’ Concordant Greek Text on this verse.
Translation. All these things in this manner being in process of dissolution, what sort of persons is it necessary in the nature of the case for you to be in the sphere of holy behaviors and pieties, looking for and hastening the day of God, on account of which (day) heavens being on fire shall be dissolved and elements burning up are being melted. 





(Wuest)
Wherein…this will be at the end of the Day of the Lord and the beginning of The Day of God (v. 7, 10-13; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 20:7-15) 



(Dake)
2 Peter 3:13

"New" is kainos, "the new as seen from the aspect of quality; the new, as set over against that which has seen service, the outworn, the effete or marred through age" (Trench). The present heavens and earth, beautiful as they are, are under the curse placed upon them because of Adam's sin. The new heavens and earth, new in quality, free from any curse, will surely be beautiful beyond the wildest expectation of man. 
"Dwelleth" is katoikeœ, "to be permanently at home." 
Translation. But new heavens and a new earth according to His promise we are looking for, in which righteousness is permanently at home. 





(Wuest)
2 Peter 3:14

"Wherefore" is dio, "on which account, wherefore." "Beloved" is agap¢toi, "divinely-loved ones." The word for "love" is agap¢, used for the love that God is (1 John 4:18), the love with which God loves the lost (John 3:16) and His own (John 13:34; 17:23). It is not Peter who is said to be loving the recipients, although he does, but God. Peter is reminding the saints that they are loved ones of God, loved with a divine and infinite love. 
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"Be diligent" is spoudazœ, "do your best, make haste, take care, and hurry on." Paul uses this same word in 2 Tim 2:15. The word speaks of intense effort. "Of Him" is autœi, the personal pronoun in the dative case. The idea is, "Do your best to be found with respect to Him, in relation to Him," thus, with respect to His coming and at that time by Him. 
"In peace" refers to the saints living at peace with one another. "Without spot" is aspilos, "spotless," used metaphorically, "free from censure, irreproachable." "Blameless" is amœm¢toi, "that which cannot be blamed or found fault with." 
Translation. On which account, divinely-loved ones, since you are looking for these things, do your best to be found with reference to Him irreproachable and unblamable, in peace. 

(Wuest)
14 Be Steadfast 
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation — as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. NKJV
‘Therefore, my beloved, while you look for these things, be diligent that you may be found by him in peace, without spot and blameless. 15 And consider that the long suffering of the Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you; 16 As also in all his epistles, he spoke concerning these matters, in which there are certain things so hard to be understood that those who are ignorant and unstable pervert their meaning, as they do also the other scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You therefore, my beloved, seeing that you know these things beforehand, beware lest you follow the error of the lawless, and fall from your own steadfastness. 18 But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and of God the Father. To him be glory both now and for ever and through all eternity. Amen.’ 2 Peter 3:14-18 Peshitta Text
2. Be diligent to win the lost (2 Peter 3:15-16)

THIS IS THE DAY OF SALVATION NOT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.

Second Peter 3:15 ties in with verse 9, where Peter explained why the Lord had delayed fulfilling His promise. God had every reason long ago to judge the world and burn up its works, but in His mercy, He is long-suffering with us, "not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." This is the day of salvation, not the Day of Judgment.

PETER QUOTES PAUL.
Peter made reference to Paul's writings, because it is Paul, more than any other New Testament writer, who explained God's plan for mankind during this present age. Especially in Romans and Ephesians: 
1. Paul explained the relationship between Israel and the church. 
2. He pointed out that God used the nation Israel to prepare the way for the coming of the Saviour. 
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3. But Israel rejected its King and asked to have Him crucified. 
4. Did this destroy God's plan? Of course not! 
5. Today, Israel is set aside nationally, 
6. But God is doing a wonderful new thing: 
7. He is saving Jews and Gentiles, and making them one in Christ in the church!

THE MYSTERY HAS BEEN REVEALED.
For centuries, if a Gentile wanted to be saved, he had to come by way of Israel. This same attitude persisted even in the early church (Acts 15). Paul made it clear that both Jews and Gentiles stand condemned before God and that both must be saved by faith in Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ, saved Jews and Gentiles belong to the one body, the church. The church is a "mystery" that was hidden in God's counsels and later revealed through the New Testament prophets and Apostles (see Eph 3).
THE LAW PREPARED THE WAY FOR GRACE WHICH FULFILLED THE LAW.
The Jewish nation was God's great testimony to Law, but the church is His witness for grace (see Eph 1-2). Law prepared the way for grace and grace enables us to fulfill the righteousness of the Law (Rom 8:1-5). This does not mean that there was no grace under the Old Covenant, or that New Covenant believers are lawless! Anyone who was saved under the administration of Law was saved by grace, through faith, as Rom 4 and Heb 11 make clear.

THE BIBLE IS THE BEST INTERPRETER OF THE SCRIPTURES.
Now, unlearned and unstable people have a difficult time understanding Paul's teachings. Even some learned and stable people who have spiritual discernment can find themselves floundering in great passages Like Rom 9-11! Some Bible students, in their attempt to "harmonize" seeming contradictions (Law and grace, Israel and the church, faith and works) twist the Scriptures and try to make them teach what is really not there. The Greek word translated "wrest" means "to torture on the rack, to distort and pervert.”
FALSE TEACHERS SPREAD LIES ABOUT WHAT PAUL PREACHED AND BELIEVED.
Even in Paul's day, there were those who twisted his words and tried to defend their ignorance: 
(A) They accused Paul of teaching that, since we are saved by grace, it makes no difference how we live! 
(B) It was "slanderously reported" that Paul taught, "Let us do evil that good may come" (Rom 3:8; cf. Rom 6:1 ff). 
(C) Others accused Paul of being against the Law because he taught the equality of Jews and Gentiles in the church (Gal 3:28) and their liberty in Christ.

Most heresies are the perversion of some fundamental doctrine of the Bible. False teachers take verses out of context, twists the Scriptures, and manufacture doctrines that are contrary to the Word of God. Peter probably had the false teachers in mind, but the warning is good for all of us. We must accept the teaching of the Scriptures and not try to make them say what we want them to say.
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Note The Trinity of Understanding:

1. The first level: the believer reads the bible and knows the important verses concerning salvation, - but they do not understand the Old Testament and think that it is speaking only about the problems of the Jews and so this person will read only the New Testament, and is completely ignorant of the Old Testament, even though the early church only had the Old Testament and turned the world upside down for the kingdom of Christ.

2. The second level: the believer could become a Pastor or Evangelist or even a missionary and they read the scriptures many times, and they have favorite verses that they have memorized and they know the stories in the bible, - but this person doesn’t understand many things found in scripture and really doesn’t have the desire or time to find the answer. 

3. The third level: this believer studies the scriptures on a daily basis, many hours in the word of God, because they have a hunger to learn what God is trying to say to the church. This person also has developed a spiritual ear to listen to that still small voice of the Holy Spirit that dwells inside and so the Spirit can lead and guide you into all truth, and bring scriptures to your remembrance and testify of Jesus.’ This person grows in knowledge on a daily basis. We call this person a Theologian, they have learned how to fish.


(Paul the Learner)
YOUR CHOICE 1, 2, OR 3  
BASIC RULES OF INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE:

1. What God said is found in more than one verse of Scripture.

2. Check the context, don’t take a verse out of context and make it something else.

3. Listen to the teacher, the Holy Spirit [who gave the word to Prophets, Apostles] ‘He will lead you into all truth.
4. If the Scripture doesn’t say what you want it to say, check your understanding of the text.

5. Don’t believe every thing you see or hear including me, without checking the source.

6. Study to show yourself approved unto God and pray for understanding and wisdom.
7. Remember ‘God cannot lie’ but man can. 




(Paul the Learner)
Note that Peter classified Paul's letters as Scripture, that is, the inspired Word of God. Not only did the teaching of the Apostles agree with that of the prophets and our Lord (2 Peter 3:2), but the Apostles also agreed with each other. Some liberal scholars try to prove that the Apostles' doctrine was different from that of Jesus Christ, or that Peter and Paul were at variance with each other. The recipients of Peter's second letter had also read some of Paul's epistles, and Peter assured them that there was agreement.

‘For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.’ Rev. 22:18, 19 KJV
What happens to people who blindly twist the Scriptures? They do it "unto their own destruction." Peter was not writing about Christians who have a difficult time interpreting the Word of God, because nobody understands the entire Bible perfectly. 
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He was describing the false teachers who "tortured" the Word of God in order to prove their false doctrines. I once listened to a cultist "explain" why the group's leader was the "new Messiah" by manipulating the "weeks" in Dan 9:23-27. He twisted the prophecy unmercifully.
The word destruction is repeated often in this letter (2 Peter 2:1-3; 3:7, 16). In the King James Version, it is translated "damnable," "pernicious," and "perdition," as well as "destruction." It means the rejection of eternal life, which results in eternal death.

OUR MOTIVATION SHOULD BE A LOVE FOR THE LOST AND PLEASING GOD.
Since this is the day of salvation, we must be diligent to do all we can to win the lost. We do not know how long the Lord will be "longsuffering" toward this evil world. We must not presume on His grace. We must understand what the Bible teaches about God's program for this present age, and we must be motivated by a love for the lost (2 Cor 5:14) and a desire to be pleasing to Him when He returns.

The false teachers are multiplying and their pernicious doctrines are infecting the church. God needs separated men and women who will resist them, live godly lives, and bear witness of the saving grace of Jesus Christ. The time is short!


(The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
2 Peter 3:15-16; 2 Peter 3:18

3:15-16 This is the only place in the New Testament where one of its authors refers to another of its authors as such. In fact, with the phrase, “the other Scriptures,” Kefa gives Sha’ul's letters the status of Holy Writ.

Kefa commends Sha’ul as our dear brother; there is no conflict between them, some nineteenth-century scholars to the contrary notwithstanding. It is possible, however, says Kefa, to distort what Sha’ul writes. The most common distortion is in the direction of antinomianism; this happens especially when Sha’ul's letters are read apart from their Tanakh and Gospels-Acts background. Much of this commentary is occupied with correcting some of these distortions.

3:18 The final advice is to keep growing in the grace and knowledge, not of Sha’ul (vv. 15-16) or Kefa (1:13-19), but of our Lord and Deliverer, Yeshua the Messiah. Compare 1 Corinthians 1:12&N.





(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 

2 Peter 3:15-16

"Our Lord" refers to the Lord Jesus as the context (v. 18) indicates. Alford says in this connection, "Throughout this weighty passage, the Lord Jesus is invested with the full attributes of Deity. It is He who waits and is long-suffering; He in His union and coequality with the Father, who rules all things after the counsel of His own, will." 
The long-suffering of God gives opportunity for repentance and thus salvation for the lost that put their trust in the Lord Jesus. 

Robertson, commenting upon the rest of verse 15 says: "Peter claimed wisdom for himself, but recognizes that Paul had the gift also. His language here may have caution in it as well as commendation. 'St. Peter speaks of him with affection and respect yet maintains the right to criticize' (Bigg)." 
"Account" is h¢geomai, "to consider, deem." "Wrest" is strebloœ, "to twist, turn away." The noun form refers to an instrument of torture. The verb thus means also, "to torture, put to the rack, to twist or dislocate the limbs on the rack." 
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Vincent says that "it is a singularly graphic word applied to the perversion of scripture." The words, "other scriptures" show that Paul's epistles were ranked as scripture at that time. 
Translation. And the long-suffering of our Lord, consider it as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them concerning these things, in which (epistles) are certain things hard to be understood, which those who are unlearned and lacking stability distort (from their proper meaning) as also the rest of the scriptures to their own destruction. 






(Wuest)
To what letters of Paul Peter refers is not stated, but Paul did write several epistles to Christians in Asia, to the Galatians, Ephesians, Hebrews, etc. It may be that he refers in particular to Hebrews, if so; it is further proof that Paul wrote Hebrews. Dake (See the Study of Hebrews Introduction at www.lakesideministries.com  Second Covenant under Hebrews).  


Paul the Learner

3. Be diligent to grow spiritually (2 Peter 3:17-18)

There are four "beloved" statements in 2 Peter 3 which summarize what Peter wanted to get across as he brought his second letter to a close.

1. "Beloved . . . be mindful" (3:1-2)
2. "Beloved . . . be not ignorant" (3:8)

3. "Beloved . . . be diligent" (3:14)

4. "Beloved . . . beware" (3:17)
The word translated "beware" means "be constantly guarding yourself." Peter's readers knew the truth, but he warned them that knowledge alone was not sufficient protection. They had to be on their guard; they had to be alert. It is easy for people who have a knowledge of the Bible to grow overconfident and to forget the warning, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor 10:12).

WHAT DANGER DID PETER SEE?
What special danger did Peter see? That the true believers would be "led away together with the error of the wicked" (literal translation). He is warning us against breaking down the walls of separation that must stand between the true believers and the false teachers. There can be no communion between truth and error. The apostates "live in error" (2 Peter 2:18), while true believers live in the sphere of the truth (2 John 1-2).

WATCH OUT FOR THE LAWLESS ONES.
The word wicked (2 Peter 3:17) means "the lawless." Peter's description of the apostates in 2 Peter 2 reveals how lawless they are. They even speak evil of the authorities that seek to enforce God's Law in this world! (2 Peter 2:10-11) They promise their converts freedom (2 Peter 2:19), but that freedom turns out to be lawlessness.
FASE TEACHERS SAY YOU HAVE TO OBEY THE LAW TO BE SAVED.
True Christians cannot fall from salvation and be lost, unless they forsake Christ. But they can fall from their own "steadfastness." What was this steadfastness? Being "established in the present truth" (2 Peter 1:12). The stability of the Christian comes from: 
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(a) His faith in the Word of God, 

(b) His knowledge of that Word, and 

(c) His ability to use that Word in the practical decisions of life.
DON’T LEAVE THE BABIES TO DIE.
One of the great tragedies of evangelism is bringing "spiritual babies" into the world and then failing to feed them, nurture them, and help them develop. The apostates prey on young believers who have "very recently escaped" from the ways of error (2 Peter 2:18). New believers need to be taught the basic doctrines of the Word of God; otherwise, they will be in danger of being "led away with the error of the lawless."

STEADFASTNESS IS OBTAINED BY OUR CONSTANT GROWTH IN CHRIST.
How can we as believers maintain our steadfastness and avoid being among the "unstable souls" who are easily beguiled and led astray? By growing spiritually. "But be constantly growing" is the literal translation. We should not grow "in spurts," but in a constant experience of development.

GROW IN GRACE.
We must grow "in grace." This has to do with: 
1. Christian character traits, the very things Peter wrote about in 2 Peter 1:5-7, 

2. And that Paul wrote about in Gal 5:22-23. 
3. We were saved by grace (Eph 2:8-9), but grace does not end there! 
4. We must also be strengthened by grace (2 Tim 2:1-4). 
5. God's grace can enable us to endure suffering (2 Cor 12:7-10). 
6. His grace also helps us to give when giving is difficult (2 Cor 8:1 ff) 

7. And to sing when singing is difficult (Col 3:16).
8. Our God is "the God of all grace" (1 Peter 5:10), 

9. Who "giveth grace unto the humble" (James 4:6). 
10. As we study His Word, we learn about the various aspects of grace that are available to us as children of God. 
11. We are stewards of "the manifold grace of God" (1 Peter 4:10). 
12. There is grace for every situation and every challenge of life. "But by the grace of God I am what I am" wrote Paul (1 Cor 15:10), and that should be our testimony as well.

TRIALS AND SUFFERING BRINGS GROWTH IN GRACE.
Growing in grace often means experiencing trials and even suffering. We never really experience the grace of God until we are at the end of our own resources. The lessons learned in the "school of grace" are always costly lessons, but they are worth it. To grow in grace means to become more like the Lord Jesus Christ, from whom we receive all the grace that we need (John 1:16).
CHAPTER THREE
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KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT GRACE IS A TERRIBLE WEAPON.
We must also grow in knowledge. How easy it is to grow in knowledge but not in grace! All of us know far more of the Bible than we really live. Knowledge without grace is a terrible weapon, and grace without knowledge can be very shallow. But when we combine grace and knowledge, we have a marvelous tool for building our lives and for building the church.

KNOW JESUS CHRIST AS WELL AS THE BIBLE.
But note that we are challenged to grow, not just in knowledge of the Bible, as good as that is, but "in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." It is one thing to "know the Bible," and quite another thing to know the Son of God, the central theme of the Bible. The better we know Christ through the Word, the more we grow in grace; the more we grow in grace, the better we understand the Word of God.

GROWING IN GRACE & KNOWLEDGE = DILIGENCE, DISCIPLINE & PRIORITIES.
So, the separated Christian must constantly be guarding himself, lest he be led away into error; he also must be constantly growing in grace and knowledge. This requires diligence! It demands discipline and priorities. Nobody automatically drifts into spiritual growth and stability, but anybody can drift out of dedication and growth. "For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it" (Heb 2:1, NASB). Just as the boat needs the anchor, so the Christian needs the Word of God.

NATURAL GROWTH AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH IS THE SAME PATTERN.
Physical growth and spiritual growth follow pretty much the same pattern. To begin with, we grow from the inside out. "As newborn babes" is the way Peter illustrated it (1 Peter 2:2). The child of God is born with everything he needs for growth and service (2 Peter 1:3). All he needs is the spiritual food and exercise that will enable him to develop. He needs to keep clean. We grow by nutrition, not by addition!

THE LOCAL CHURCH IS OUR LOVING FAMILY.
We grow best in a loving family, and this is where the local church comes in. A baby needs a family for protection, provision, and affection. Tests prove that babies, who are raised alone, without special love, tend to develop physical and emotional problems very early. The church is God's "nursery" for the care and feeding of Christians, the God-ordained environment that encourages them to grow.

MAINTAIN A PROPER BALANCE BETWEEN WORSHIP, SERVICE, FAITH & WORKS.
It is important that we grow in a balanced way. The human body grows in a balanced way with the various limbs working together; likewise the "spiritual man" must grow in a balanced way. We must grow in grace and knowledge (2 Peter 3:18), for example. We must keep a balance between worship and service, between faith and works. A balanced diet of the whole Word of God helps us to maintain a balanced life.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE KEY TO KEEP ALL THINGS IN BALANCE.
It is the Holy Spirit of God who empowers and enables us to keep things in balance. Before Peter was filled with the Spirit, he was repeatedly going to extremes: 
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(A) He would bear witness to Christ one minute and then try to argue with the Lord the next! (Matt 16:13-23) 
(B) He refused to allow Jesus to wash his feet, and then he wanted to be washed all over! (John 13:6-10) 
(C) He promised to defend the Lord and even die with Him, yet he did not have the courage to own the Lord before a little servant girl! 
But when he was filled with the Spirit, Peter began to live a balanced life that avoided impulsive extremes.

What is the result of spiritual growth? Glory to God! "To Him be glory both now and forever." It glorifies Jesus Christ when we keep ourselves separated from sin and error. It glorifies Him when we grow in grace and knowledge, for then we become more Like Him (Rom 8:29). In his life and even in his death, Peter glorified God (John 21:18-19).

THE APOSTATES WERE THERE AND THEY ARE ALSO HERE.
As you review this important epistle, you cannot help but be struck by the urgency of the message. The apostates are here! They are busy! They are seducing immature Christians! We must be guarding, growing, and glorifying the Lord, making the most of every opportunity to win the lost and strengthen the saved.

Be diligent! The ministry you save may be your own!

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
2 Peter 3:17-18

Robertson suggests that, since the recipients of this letter had a knowledge of the things which Peter was telling them, "They are without excuse for misunderstanding Peter and Paul on this subject." "Beware" is phulassœ, "to guard," a military term. That is, "be on your guard." "Being led away" is sunapagœ, in passive as here, and in a metaphorical sense, "to be carried away with, so as to experience with others the force of that which carries away." 
"With the error" is instrumental case, "by the error." The word "error" is plan¢, "a wandering, a straying about," whereby one, led astray from the right way, roams hither and thither. Vincent says: "It is the word used by Paul of Barnabas, when he dissembled (played the hypocrite) with Peter at Antioch.’Barnabas was carried away with their dissimulation.'" 
"Fall" is ekpiptœ, "to fall out of." "Wicked" is athesmos, "lawless," of one who breaks through the restraints of law and gratifies his lusts. Alford, commenting on the word "grow" says; "not only do not fall from your own steadfastness but be so firmly rooted as to throw out branches and yield increase." This growth should be in the sphere of "grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 
That is, this growth is in the spiritual sphere. This grace is "the grace of which Christ is the author and bestower" (Vincent), grace for daily Christian living, namely, the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in the yielded saint, and the Christian graces which are the product of His work. This knowledge is "the knowledge of which Christ is the object" (Vincent). This refers to the saint's knowledge of the Lord Jesus as his Saviour and Lord, as his friend and companion. 
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Translation. As for you, therefore, divinely-loved ones, knowing (these things) beforehand, be constantly on your guard lest having been carried away by the rovings of the lawless ones, you fall from your own steadfastness. But be constantly growing in the sphere of the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
This finished the study in 2 Peter. 8/23/08   Paul the Learner
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