I Peter
Chapter 5
1 Peter 5:1-4

5:1 Shepherd the Flock 

The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. NKJV
‘I exhort the ministers who are among you, for I also am a minister and a witness of the sufferings of Christ and a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed. 2 Feed the flock of God which is entrusted to your care and shepherd them spiritually, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but with all your heart. 3 Live not as overlords over the flock, but as good examples to them. 4 And when the chief  Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a crown of glory that will not fade away.’ 1 Peter 5:1-4 Peshitta Text
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HOW TO BE A GOOD SHEPHERD 

Times of persecution demand that God's people have adequate spiritual leadership. If judgment is to begin at God's house (1 Peter 4:17), then that house had better be in order, or it will fall apart! This explains why Peter wrote this special message to the leaders of the church, to encourage them to do their work faithfully. Leaders who run away in times of difficulty are only proving that they are hirelings and not true shepherds (John 10:12-14).

The New Testament assemblies were organized under the leadership of elders and deacons (1 Tim 3). The words "elder" and "bishop" refer to the same office (Acts 20:17, 28). The word "bishop" is often translated "overseer" (see 1 Peter 5:2, and note that this title is applied to Christ in 1 Peter 2:25). "Elder" refers to the maturity of the officer, and "bishop" to the responsibility of the office. The word "Pastor" (which means "shepherd') is another title for this same office (Eph 4:11). The elders were appointed to office (Acts 14:23, where the verb "ordain" means "to appoint by the raising of hands"). Apparently each congregation had the privilege of voting on qualified men.

Peter was concerned that the leadership in the local churches be at its best. When the fiery trial would come, the believers in the assemblies would look to their elders for encouragement and direction. What are the personal qualities that make for a successful pastor?



A Vital Personal Experience with Christ (1 Peter 5:1)
THE OTHER ELDER.
Peter did not introduce himself in this letter as an apostle or a great spiritual leader, but simply as another elder. However, he did mention the fact that he had personally witnessed Christ's sufferings (see Matt 26:36 ff). The Greek word translated "witness" gives us our English word "martyr." We think of a "martyr" only as one who gives his life for Christ, and Peter did that; but basically, a "martyr" is a witness who tells what he has seen and heard.

It is interesting to read 1 Peter 5 in the light of Peter's personal experiences with Christ. First Peter 5:1 takes us to Gethsemane and Calvary. 
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"The glory that shall be revealed" reminds us of Peter's experience with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt 17:1-5; 2 Peter 1:15-18). The emphasis in 1 Peter 5:2 on the shepherd and the sheep certainly brings to mind John 10 and our Lord's admonition to Peter in John 21:15-17.

TRUE GREATNESS.
The warning in 1 Peter 5:3 about "lording it over" the saints reminds us of Christ's lesson about true greatness in Luke 22:24-30, as well as the other times that He taught His disciples about humility and service. The phrase in 1 Peter 5:5, "Be clothed with humility," takes us back to the Upper Room where Jesus put on the towel and washed the disciples' feet (John 13:1-17).

THE WARNING.
The warning about Satan in 1 Peter 5:8 parallels our Lord's warning to Peter that Satan was going to "sift" him and the other Apostles (Luke 22:31). Peter did not heed that warning, and he ended up denying his Lord three times.

It is interesting to note that the verb "make you perfect" (1 Peter 5:10) is translated "mending their nets" in Matt 4:21, the account of the call of the four fishermen into the Lord's service.

WORDS OF PETER BUT INSPIRED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.
In other words, Peter wrote these words, inspired by the Spirit of God, out of His own personal experience with Jesus Christ. He had a vital and growing relationship with Christ, and this made it possible for him to minister effectively to God's people.
LEADERS MUST MOVE FORWARD.
The pastor of the local assembly must be a man who walks with God and who is growing in his spiritual life. Paul admonished young Timothy: "Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress" (1 Tim 4:15, NIV). The word "progress" in the original means "pioneer advance." The elders must constantly be moving into new territories of study, achievement, and ministry. If the leaders of the church are not moving forward, the church will not move forward.

BECOME A SPIRITUAL PIONEER.
"We love our pastor," a fine church member said to me during a conference, "but we get tired of the same thing all the time. He repeats himself and doesn't seem to know that there are other books in the Bible besides Psalms and Revelation." That man needed to become a "spiritual pioneer" and move into new territory, so that he might lead his people into new blessings and challenges.

ONE REASON FOR TRIALS.
Sometimes God permits trials to come to a church so that the people will be forced to grow and discover new truths and new opportunities. Certainly Peter grew in his spiritual experience as he suffered for Christ in the city of Jerusalem. He was not perfect by any means; in fact, Paul had to rebuke him once for inconsistency (Gal 2:11-21). But Peter was yielded to Christ and willing to learn all that God had for him.

If I have any counsel for God's shepherds today, it is this: cultivate a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, and share what He gives you with your people. That way, you will grow, and they will grow with you. 





(From The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
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1 Peter 5:2-3

5:2-3 Shepherd the flock. Kefa is faithfully transmitting Yeshua's command to him at John 21:16.

Exercising oversight...willingly. Some elders take too little responsibility, so that their congregations remain weak and undisciplined. If it is true that the Messiah wants followers who will follow, all the more does he want leaders who will lead—but not as machers. The word “macher” is Yiddish for “big shot, real operator,” with the overtone of trying to take charge; the perfect New Testament example is Diotrephes (3 John 9-10). The Greek word so rendered here is “katakurieuontes” (“lording it over”, “trying to show one's authority,” “domineering”).

(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 

17. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF ELDERS (1 Peter 5:1-5a)

THE Greek word "elder" was used as a designation of a man advanced in years. It became one of the official designations of an officer in a local church who in other places is called an overseer or a bishop (Acts 20:17, 28; 1 Tim 3:2), and whose duty it was to exercise spiritual oversight and authority over its members. 
The Greek for "who am also an elder" could also be rendered "who am a fellow-elder," which is decisive against the primacy of Peter. Peter neither claimed nor assumed any higher position than that of an ordinary elder in the Church. The word "witness" is the translation of the Greek word from which we get our word "martyr." 
It does not refer to the act of seeing, but to the act of testifying to what one has seen. Peter is not merely claiming to have seen the crucifixion, but to have been retained to give testimony concerning what he had seen. In 2 Peter 1:16, the apostle uses another word which is translated "eyewitnesses." There he refers to the fact of his having seen the incidents in our Lord's life. But in 5:1 he speaks of himself as an official witness called to testify by God. 

(from Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)


A loving concern for God’s sheep (1 Peter 5:2-3)

The image of the flock is often used in the Bible, and it is a very instructive one (see Ps. 23; 100; Isa 40:11; Luke 15:4-6; John 10:1; Acts 20:28; Heb 13:20-21; 1 Peter 2:25; Rev 7:17). We were once stray sheep, wandering toward ruin; but the Good Shepherd found us and restored us to the fold.

A SHEPERD IS NEEDED.
Sheep are clean animals, unlike dogs and pigs (2 Peter 2:20-22). Sheep tend to flock together, and God's people need to be together. Sheep are notoriously ignorant and prone to wander away if they do not follow the shepherd. Sheep are defenseless, for the most part, and need their shepherd to protect them (Ps 23:4).

LIVING SACRIFICES.
Sheep are very useful animals. Jewish shepherds tended their sheep, not for the meat (which would have been costly) but for the wool, milk, and lambs. God's people should be useful to Him and certainly ought to "reproduce" themselves by bringing others to Christ. Sheep were used for the sacrifices, and we ought to be "living sacrifices," doing the will of God (Rom 12:1-2).

Peter reminded the shepherd - elders of their God-given responsibilities.
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1 Peter 5:2 Continued.

1. Feed the flock of God (v. 2). The word feed means "shepherd, care for." The shepherd had many tasks to perform in caring for the flock. He had to protect the sheep from thieves and marauders, and the pastor must protect God's people from those who want to spoil the flock (Acts 20:28-35). Sometimes the sheep do not like it when their shepherd rebukes or warns them, but this ministry is for their own good.
A faithful shepherd not only protected his flock, but he also led them from pasture to pasture so that they might be adequately fed. The shepherd always went before the flock and searched out the land so that there would be nothing there to harm his flock. He would check for snakes, pits, poisonous plants, and dangerous animals. How important it is for pastors to lead their people into the green pastures of the Word of God so that they might feed themselves and grow.

Note: This is the reason for Lakeside ministries to be in existents. So that you the Student of Scripture can not only learn some new facts, but can also share these facts with others. I heard of a Pastor in Orangevale California who used our study in Genesis to teach his people, and there are Bible Colleges that are using this material to help there students, I hope that you will do the same.  Paul the Learner






 MAKE TIME FOR THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER.
Sometimes it was necessary for a shepherd to seek out a wayward sheep and give it personal attention. Some pastors today are interested only in the crowds; they have no time for individuals. Jesus preached to great multitudes, but He took time to chat with Nicodemus (John 3), the woman at the well (John 4), and others who had spiritual needs. Paul ministered to people personally in Thessalonica (1 Thess 2:11) and loved them dearly.

WHO HAS A NEED?
If a sheep is too rebellious, the shepherd may have to discipline him in some way. If a sheep has a special need, the shepherd might carry it in his arms, next to his heart. At the close of each day, the faithful shepherd would examine each sheep to see if it needed special attention. He would anoint the bruises with healing oil, and remove the briars from the wool. A good shepherd would know each of his sheep by name and would understand the special traits of each one.
THE TASK THAT NEVER ENDS.
It is not an easy thing to be a faithful shepherd of God's sheep! It is a task that never ends and that demands the supernatural power of God if it is to be done correctly. What makes it even more challenging is the fact that the flock is not the shepherd's; it is God's. I sometimes hear pastors say, "Well, at my church. . ." and I know what they mean; but strictly speaking, it is Gods flock, purchased by the precious blood of His Son (Acts 20:28). We pastors must be careful how we minister to Gods sheep, because one day we will have to give an account of our ministry. But the sheep will also one day give an account of how they have obeyed their spiritual leaders (Heb 13:17), so both shepherds and sheep have a great responsibility to each other.
HE IS AMONG THE SHEEP AND OVER THEM.

2. Take the oversight (v. 2). The word bishop means "overseer, one who looks over for the purpose of leading." You will notice that the shepherd is both "among" and "over," and this can create problems if the sheep do not understand. Because he is one of the sheep, the pastor is "among" the members of the flock. But because he is called to be a leader, the pastor is "over" the flock. 
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Some people try to emphasize the "among" relationship and refuse to follow the authority of the shepherd. Others want to put the pastor on a pedestal and make him a "super saint" who never mixes with the people. The effective pastor needs both relationships. He must be "among" his people so that he can get to know them, their needs and problems; and he needs to be "over" his people so he can lead them and help them solve their problems. There must be no conflict between pastoring and preaching, because they are both ministries of a faithful Shepherd. The preacher needs to be a pastor so he can apply the Word to the needs of the people. The pastor needs to be a preacher so that he can have authority when he shares in their daily needs and problems. The pastor is not a religious lecturer who weekly passes along information about the Bible. He is a shepherd who knows his people and seeks to help them through the Word.

DO NOT BE LAZY.
Being the spiritual leader of a flock has its dangers, and Peter pointed out some of the sins that the elders must avoid. The first was laziness - "not by constraint but willingly." His ministry must not be a job that he has to perform. He should do God's will from his heart (Eph 6:6). Dr. George W. Truett was pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas for nearly fifty years. Often he was asked to accept other positions, and he refused, saying, "I have sought and found a pastor's heart." When a man has a pastor's heart, he loves the sheep and serves them because he wants to, not because he has to.
If a man has no conscience, the ministry is a good place to be lazy. Church members rarely ask what their pastor is doing with his time, and he can "borrow" sermons from other preachers and use them as his own. I met one pastor who spent most of His week on the golf course; then on Saturday he listened to tapes of other preachers and used their sermons on Sunday. He seems to be getting away with it, but what will he say when he meets the Chief Shepherd?

DON’T BE COVETOUS.
Next to laziness, the shepherd must beware of covetousness - "not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." It is perfectly proper for the church to pay the pastor (1 Cor 9; 1 Tim 5:17-18), and they ought to be as fair and generous as possible. But making money must not be the main motive for his ministry. Paul stresses this in his qualifications for an elder: "not greedy of filthy lucre" (1 Tim 3:3); "not given to filthy lucre" (Titus 1:7). He must not be a lover of money nor devote himself to pursuing money.

MOONLIGHTING.
Because of family or church situations, some pastors have to engage in outside employment. Paul was a tentmaker, so there is no disgrace in "moonlighting." But, as soon as possible, the members of the church ought to relieve their pastor of outside employment so he can devote himself fully to the ministry of the Word. Pastors need to beware of getting involved in money-making schemes that detour them from their ministry. "No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs - he wants to please his commanding officer" (2 Tim 2:4, NIV).

AN EAGER MIND.
The phrase "a ready mind" means "an eager mind." It is the same word Paul used in Rom 1:15 - "I am so eager to preach the Gospel" (NIV). It means a willingness to serve because of a readiness and eagerness within the heart. This is the difference between a true shepherd and a hireling: a hireling works because he is paid for it, but a shepherd works because he loves the sheep and has a heart devoted to them. Read Acts 20:17-38 for a description of the heart and ministry of a true shepherd.









(The Bible Exposition Commentary)
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FIVE COMMANDS TO THE ELDERS (V. 2-3):

1. Feed, do not fleece the flock of God,

2. Take oversight of the flock of God,

3. Serve God and His flock willingly,

4. Serve readily, not for personal gain,

5. Do not be lords over God’s heritage, but be examples to the flock.                    (Dake)
3. Be an example to the flock (1 Peter 5:3)

DICTATORSHIP OR LEADERSHIP.
The contrast is between dictatorship and leadership. You cannot drive sheep; you must go before them and lead them. It has been well said that the church needs leaders who serve and servants who lead. A Christian leader said to me, "The trouble today is that we have too many celebrities and not enough servants."

BE THE EXAMPLE.
It is by being an example that the shepherd solves the tension between being "among" the sheep and "over" the sheep. People are willing to follow a leader who practices what he preaches and gives them a good example to imitate. I know of a church that was constantly having financial problems, and no one could understand why. After the pastor left, it was discovered that he had not himself contributed to the work of the church but had preached sermons telling others to contribute. We cannot lead people where we have not been ourselves.

THIS IS GOD’S HERITAGE NOT YOUR’S.
Peter was not changing the image when he called the church "God's heritage." The people of God are certainly His priceless possession (Deut 32:9; Ps 33:12). This word means "to be chosen by lot," as the dividing up of land (Num 26:55), Each elder has his own flock to care for, but the sheep all belong to the one flock of which Jesus Christ is the Chief Shepherd. The Lord assigns His workers to the places of His choosing, and we must all be submissive to Him. There is no competition in the work of God when you are serving in the will of God. Therefore, nobody has to act important and "lord it over" God's people. Pastors are to be "overseers" and not "overlords.” (Bible Exposition Comm.)
1 Peter 5:2

The word "feed" is the translation of a Greek word which literally means "to shepherd," and includes the duties of a shepherd, tending, feeding, guiding, and guarding the flock of God. The noun form of the word is translated "pastors”; in Eph 4:11. The word "oversight" is the translation of the same Greek word in another form which is other places is rendered by the words "overseer," or "bishop," referring to the spiritual care of the flock. The words "filthy lucre" is literally in the Greek text "base or dishonorable gain." The pastor is not to commercialize his ministry. 


(Wuest)
1 Peter 5:3

The words "being lords over" in the Greek text speak of a high-handed autocratic rule over the flock, which is forbidden a true shepherd. One could translate, "lording it over." However, this does not do away with a God-ordained, properly exercised authority which should be administered in the local church by the pastor and the elders. 
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1 Peter 5:3 Continued.
Paul speaks of this in 1 Thess 5:12 and 1 Tim 5:17, using another Greek word. The word "heritage" is the translation of a word meaning "a lot" as in the words; "gave forth their lots" (Acts 1:26). Here it refers to the lots or charges given the elders. Alford translates, "the portions entrusted to you." 
It is interesting to note that our word "cleric" comes from this Greek word, and that the latter was contracted to "clerk," which in ecclesiastical writings referred to a pastor of a church. Instead of lording it over those portions of God's flock assigned to them, these local pastors are exhorted to be an ensample to the entire flock. 
The word translated "ensample" means "a print left as an impression after a blow has been struck, a pattern or model of something else." Under-shepherds should be living patterns or models of the Chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus. 






(Wuest)


A desire to please Christ alone (1 Peter 5:4)

THE EPISTLE OF HOPE.
Since this is the epistle of hope, Peter brought in once again the promise of the Lord's return. His coming is an encouragement in suffering (1 Peter 1:7-8) and a motivation for faithful service. If a pastor ministers to please himself, or to please people, he will have a disappointing and difficult ministry. "It must be hard to keep all these people happy," a visitor said to me after a church service. "I don't even try to keep them happy," I replied with a smile. "I try to please the Lord, and I let Him take care of the rest.”

CHRIST IS THE GOOD, GREAT AND CHIEF SHEPHERD.
Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd who died for the sheep (John 10:11), the Great Shepherd who lives for the sheep (Heb 13:20-21), and the Chief Shepherd who comes for the sheep (1 Peter 5:4). As the Chief Shepherd, He alone can assess a man's ministry and give him the proper reward. Some who appear to be first may end up last when the Lord examines each man's ministry.

THE MINISTRY MUST CONTINUE AFTER WE ARE GONE.
One summer day, I stood amid the ruins of a church near Anwoth in Scotland. The building at one time seated perhaps 150 people. By modern standards, it would not have been a successful church. But the man who pastored that flock was the saintly Samuel Rutherford, whose Letters of Samuel Rutherford is a spiritual classic. His ministry continues, though today his church building is in ruins. The Chief Shepherd has rewarded him for his faithful labors, which included a great deal of persecution and physical suffering.

THE CROWNS.
There were several kinds of "crowns" in those days. The one Peter mentioned was the athlete's crown, usually a garland of leaves or flowers that would quickly fade away. The faithful pastor's crown is a crown of glory, a perfect reward for an inheritance that will never fade away (1 Peter 1:4). Today a Christian worker may labor for many different kinds of rewards. Some work hard to build personal empires; others strive for the applause of men; still others seek promotion in their denomination. All of these things will fade one day. The only reward we ought to strive for is the "Well done!" of the Saviour and the unfading crown of glory that goes with it. What a joy it will be to place the crown at His feet (Rev 4:10) and acknowledge that all we did was because of His grace and power (1 Cor 15:10; 1 Peter 4:11). We will have no desire for personal glory when we see Jesus Christ face-to-face.
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1 Peter 5:4 Continued

Everything in the local church rises or falls with leadership. No matter how large or small a fellowship might be the leaders must be Christians, each with a vital personal relationship with Christ, a loving concern for their people, and a real desire to please Jesus Christ.

We lead by serving, and we serve by suffering.

This is the way Jesus did it, and this is the only way that truly glorifies Him.









(The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
1 Peter 5:4

The Greek word translated "crown" referred to: 
1. A crown of victory in the Greek athletic games, 

2. A crown given for military valor, 

3. Or a festal garland worn at marriage feasts. 
Here it is the reward given to faithful shepherds of the flock of God. "Fadeth" is a participle in the Greek describing this crown. The word in its noun form was the name of a flower that did not wither or fade, and which when picked, revived in water. The crown given to victors in either athletics or war was made of oak or ivy leaves, the festal garlands of the marriage feast, of flowers. 
These would wither and fade. But the victor's crown which the Lord Jesus will give His faithful under-shepherds will never wither or fade. What form this reward will take, is not stated. Paul says that his crown of rejoicing at the coming of the Lord Jesus for His Church will be made of the souls he won (1 Thess 2:19). 









(Wuest)
Verse five  

The word "younger" is in this context not to be interpreted primarily as referring to the younger element in the church as composed merely of individuals, but as organized into guilds or associations. Inscriptions speak of youth organizations in the Greek cities of Asia Minor. The idea could easily have been taken over into the local church. 
The word "elders" in this context does not refer to the older men as a class, but to the elders of the local church as a group. It would seem therefore that the word "younger" would refer, not to the younger element as such, but to organizations composed of younger people. These organizations are exhorted to be in obedience to the elders of the church. 
FULLER TRANSLATION 

(1) Elders therefore who are among you, I exhort, I who am your fellow-elder, and one who saw the sufferings of Christ and who has been retained as a witness to bear testimony concerning them, who also am a fellow-partaker of the glory which is about to be unveiled; (2) shepherd the flock of God among you, doing so not by reason of constraint put upon you, but willingly according to God; nor yet as lording it in a high-handed manner over the portions of the flock assigned to you, but as becoming patterns for the flock. (4) And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you shall receive the conqueror's unfading crown of glory. (5) Likewise, younger ones, be in subjection to the elders. (Wuest)
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1 Peter 5:5-11

5 Submit to God, Resist the Devil 
Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for 
"God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."   

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.  11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. NKJV
‘And you too, young people, submit yourselves to your elders; and clothe yourselves with humility towards one another, for God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Casting all your cares upon God, for he cares for you. 8 Be vigilant and be cautious, because your adversary, the devil, like a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Rise up, therefore, against him, as you are steadfast in the faith, knowing that your brethren who are in the world also suffered these same afflictions. 10 But the God of all grace, who has called us to his eternal glory by Jesus Christ, whom God has given to us, will strengthen us to endure these little afflictions that we may be made steadfast and remain in him for ever. 11 To him be glory and dominion and honor for ever and ever. Amen.










1 Peter 5:5-11 Peshitta Text 1 Peter 5:5-14
FROM GRACE TO GLORY! 

When World War II was being fought, I was a junior high school student, and the fighting seemed very far away from our northern Indiana city. But then the city began to organize Civil Defense units in each neighborhood, and officials appointed my father an assistant block captain. Often I went with him to watch the training films and listen to the speakers. (The best part of the evening was stopping for an ice cream cone!) But, no matter how many films we watched, we somehow didn't feel that our neighborhood was in danger of being bombed. Our philosophy was, "It can't happen here.”

THE FIERY TRIAL IS COMING.
Peter knew that a "fiery trial" was about to occur, and he wanted the entire church family to be prepared. As he closed his letter, Peter gave the church three important admonitions to obey if they were to glorify God in this difficult experience.




1. BE HUMBLE (1 Peter 5:5-7)

OBEY THE LAW OF GOD AND MAN.
He had already admonished the saints to be submissive to government authorities (1 Peter 2:13-17), the slaves to submit to their masters (1 Peter 2:18-25), and the wives to their husbands (1 Peter 3:1-7). Now he commanded all of the believers to submit to God and to each other.
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1 Peter 5:5-7 Continued
SUBMIT TO EACH OTHER.
The younger believers should submit to the older believers, not only out of respect for their age, but also out of respect for their spiritual maturity. Not every "senior saint" is a mature Christian, of course, because quantity of years is no guarantee of quality of experience. This is not to suggest that the older church members "run the church" and never listen to the younger members! Too often there is a generation war in the church, with the older people resisting change, and the younger people resisting the older people!

The solution is twofold: 
(1) All believers, young and old, should submit to each other, 
(2) All should submit to God. 
THE ANSWER IS HUMILITY.
"Be clothed with humility" is the answer to the problem. Just as Jesus laid aside His outer garments and put on a towel to become a servant so each of us should have a servant's attitude and minister to each other. True humility is described in Phil 2:1-11. Humility is not demeaning ourselves and thinking poorly of ourselves. It is simply not thinking of ourselves at all!

ONLY GOD CAN GIVE THE GRACE TO SUBMIT TO OTHERS.
We can never be submissive to each other until we are first submissive to God. Peter quoted Prov 3:34 to defend his point, a verse that is also quoted in James 4:6. It takes grace to submit to another believer, but God can give that grace if we humble ourselves before Him.

GOD HATES PRIDE.
God resists the proud because God hates the sin of pride (Prov 6:16-17; 8:13): 
A. It was pride that turned Lucifer into Satan (Isa 14:12-15). 
B. It was pride - a desire to be Like God - that stirred Eve to take the forbidden fruit. 
C. "The pride of life" is an evidence of worldliness (1 John 2:16). 
The only antidote to pride is the grace of God and we receive that grace when we yield ourselves to Him. The evidence of that grace is that we yield to one another.
SUBMISSION THE ACT OF FAITH.
Submission is an act of faith. We are trusting God to direct in our lives and to work out His purposes in His time. After all, there is a danger in submitting to others; they might take advantage of us - but not if we trust God and if we are submitted to one another! A person who is truly yielded to God, and who wants to serve his fellow Christians, would not even think of taking advantage of someone else, saved or unsaved. The "mighty hand of God" that directs our lives can also direct in the lives of others.

THE KEY – IN DUE TIME.
The key, of course, is the phrase "in due time." God never exalts anyone until that person is ready for it. First the cross, then the crown; first the suffering, then the glory. Moses was under God's hand for forty years before God sent him to deliver the Jews from Egypt. 
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1 Peter 5:5-7 Continued.

Joseph was under God's hand for at least thirteen years before God lifted him to the throne. One of the evidences of our pride is our impatience with God, and one reason for suffering is that we might learn patience (James 1:1-6). Here Peter was referring to words he heard the Master say: "For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted" (Luke 14:11).

HIS INWARD PEACE.
One of the benefits of this kind of relationship with God is the privilege of letting Him take care of our burdens. Unless we meet the conditions laid down in 1 Peter 5:5-6, we cannot claim the wonderful promise of 1 Peter 5:7. The word translated "care" means "anxiety, the state of being pulled apart." When circumstances are difficult, it is easy for us to be anxious and worried; but if we are, we will miss God's blessing and become poor witnesses to the lost. We need His inward peace if we are going to triumph in the fiery trial and bring glory to His name. Dr. George Morrison said, "God does not make His children carefree in order that they be careless."

RELEASE ALL OF YOUR CARES.
According to 1 Peter 5:7, we must once and for all give all of our cares - past, present, and future - to the Lord. We must not hand them to Him piecemeal, keeping those cares that we think we can handle ourselves. If we keep "the little cares" for ourselves, they will soon become big problems! Each time a new burden arises, we must by faith remind the Lord (and ourselves) that we have already turned it over to Him.
PETER KNOWS THAT GOD CARES.
If anybody knew from experience that God cares for His own, it was Peter! When you read the four Gospels, you discover that Peter shared in some wonderful miracles: 
1. Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law (Mark 1:29-31), 

2. Gave him a great catch of fish (Luke 5:1-11), 

3. Helped him pay his temple tax (Matt 17:24-27), 

4. Helped him walk on the water (Matt 14:22-33), 

5. Repaired the damage he did to the ear of Malchus (Luke 22:50-51; John 18:10-11), 

6. And even delivered Peter from prison (Acts 12).

How does God show His love and care for us when we give our cares to Him? I believe that He performs four wonderful ministries on our behalf. 
(1) He gives us the courage to face our cares honestly and not run away (Isa 41:10). 
(2) He gives us the wisdom to understand the situation (James 1:5). 
(3) He gives us the strength to do what we must do (Phil 4:13). And 
(4) He gives us the faith to trust Him to do the rest (Ps 37:5).

Some people give God their burdens and expect Him to do everything! It is important that we let Him work in us as well as work for us, so that we will be prepared when the answer comes. "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee" (Ps 55:22).     (Bible Exposition Commentary)
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18. CHRISTIAN HUMILITY A SAFEGUARD AGAINST SATAN AND A SOURCE OF STRENGTH IN SUFFERING (1 Peter 5:5b-14)
Verse five (b) 

THE subject of humility begins with the second sentence of verse five. The words "be subject to" are not in the best Greek texts. We have left them out of the fuller translation. "Be clothed with" is the translation of a word which speaks of the act of tying or tucking up the long outer garments of the oriental around the waist as a roll or band or girth. 
It refers to the same action as Peter mentions in 1:13 where he says, "Gird up the loins of your mind." The word in its noun form referred to a slave's apron under which the loose outer garments were gathered. The exhortation is to put on humility as a working virtue which would make all the other virtues what they should be, thus workable in the Christian scheme of things. 
The other virtues such as kindness, generosity, justice, goodness, long-suffering, when saturated with humility, are most acceptable and praiseworthy, but when seen in a proud person, are like clanging brass or a tinkling cymbal. 

The word "resisteth" in the Greek is a military term, used of an army drawn up for battle. Pride calls out God's armies. God sets Himself in array against the proud person. The word "proud" is the translation of a Greek word which means literally "to show above," and thus describes the proud person as one who shows himself above others. 
The word "humble" is the translation of the Greek word rendered "lowly" in Matt 11:29, where it describes our Lord's character. The word is found in an early secular document where it speaks of the Nile River in its low stage in the words, "It runs low." The word means "not rising far from the ground." It describes the Christian who follows in the humble and lowly steps of his Lord. (Wuest)
Note: The Syriac Peshitta has ‘submit yourselves’ which I believe agrees with ‘be subject to.’











Paul the Learner
1 Peter 5:6

The verb translated "humble yourselves" is not in the aorist middle but the passive voice, which means that the subject of the verb is passive in the hands of God and is acted upon by Him. The exhortation is, "Be humbled," or "Suffer yourselves to be humbled." The humbling process which God was using was the persecution and suffering through which these Christians were passing. 
Peter exhorts these believers to react towards these in a God-honoring way, to be submissive to the discipline which God was using to make them more humble. But with this exhortation comes also a note of comfort and hope in that the presence of humility in the life of a Christian is the prerequisite that God demands before He will exalt that Christian to a high place of privilege and honor in His service. As someone has said, "He must take a low place before God, who would take a high place before men."










(Wuest)

1 Peter 5:7

Then comes an exhortation to cast all our care upon Him. The command is directly and vitally related to the context. These Christians were undergoing such persecution that the circumstances in which they found themselves gave abundant opportunity for that sin called worry. The apostle exhorts them that while this humbling process is going on, they should cast all their care upon God. 
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1 Peter 5:7 Continued.
The word "care" is the translation of a Greek word which means "anxiety" or "worry." The word "all" in the Greek text has the idea, not of every worry that comes along, but the whole of their worries. They are to cast upon God the whole of their worries, which is, come to the place where they resolve to cast the whole of their future worries upon Him, and the result will be that when those things that would otherwise worry them come up, they will not worry. The word "cast" is the translation of a word that means "having deposited with." It refers here to a direct and once-for-all committal to God of all that would give us concern. The words "for he careth for you" can be translated literally, "for it is a care to Him concerning you," or "for you are His concern." Anxiety is a self-contradiction to true humility. 
Unbelief is, in a sense, an exalting of self against God in that one is depending upon self and failing to trust God. Why worry therefore, if we are His concern. He is more concerned about our welfare than we could possibly be. Furthermore, since the humbling process has been allowed to come to us in the permissive will of God, and He is using it to accomplish His purpose in our lives, He has it under His control and us in His care. In it all He is concerned about us, therefore, again, why worry? (Wuest)




2. BE WATCHFUL (1 Peter 5:8-9)
OUR ENIMY.
One reason we have cares is because we have an enemy. As the serpent, Satan deceives (2 Cor 11:3); and as the lion, Satan devours. The word "Satan" means "adversary," and the word "devil" means "the accuser, the slanderer." The recipients of this letter had already experienced the attacks of the slanderer (1 Peter 4:4, 14), and now they would meet "the lion" in their fiery trial. Peter gave them several practical instructions to help them get victory over their adversary.
(A) Respect him - he is dangerous. Since I have no mechanical ability, I admire people who can build and repair things. During a church building program, I was watching an electrician install a complex control panel. I said to the man, "It just amazes me how you fellows can calmly work on those lines with all of that power there. How do you do it?" The electrician smiled and said, "Well, the first thing you have to do is respect it. Then you can handle it."
YOUR ENIMY HAS POWER.
Satan is a dangerous enemy. He is a serpent who can bite us when we least expect it. He is a destroyer (Rev 12:11; Abaddon and Apollyon both mean "destruction") and an accuser (Zech 3:1-5; Rev 12:9-11). He has great power and intelligence, and a host of demons who assist him in his attacks against God's people (Eph 6:10 ff). He is a formidable enemy; we must never: 
1. Joke about him, 
2. Ignore him, or 
3. Underestimate his ability. 
4. We must "be sober" and 
5. Have our minds under control when it comes to our conflict with Satan.

Note: Many years ago, I was in a church in Dallas Texas, ministering for the Lord. A young women came up and sat on the altar and moved back and forth [she was demon possessed] I went down and stood in front of her and began to speak in tongues, the demon left her. 
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The pastor told me of other ministers who would run away at such a sight. When you move in the Holy Spirit there is no greater power that I know of.  


Paul the Learner
A part of this soberness includes not blaming everything on the devil. Some people see a demon behind every bush and blame Satan for their headaches, flat tires, and high rent. While it is true that Satan can inflict physical sickness and pain (Luke 13:16; and the Book of Job), we have no biblical authority for casting out "demons of headache" or "demons of backache." One lady phoned me long distance to inform me that Satan had caused her to shrink seven and a half inches. While I have great respect for the wiles and powers of the devil, I still feel we must get our information about him from the Bible and not from our own interpretation of experiences.
Recognize him - he is a great pretender (John 8:44; 2 Cor 11:13-15). 
KNOW THE COUNTERFEIT FROM THE REAL.
Because he is a subtle foe, we must "be vigilant" and always on guard. His strategy is to counterfeit whatever God does. According to the Parable of the Tares, wherever God plants a true Christian, Satan seeks to plant a counterfeit (Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). He would deceive us were it not for the Word of God and the Spirit of God (1 John 2:18-27). The better we know God's Word, the keener our spiritual senses will be to detect Satan at work. We must be able to "try the spirits" and know the true from the false (1 John 4:1-6).
UNLESS WE STAND, WE CANNOT WITHSTAND.
Resist him. This means that we take our stand on the Word of God and refuse to be moved. Eph 6:10-13 instructs us to "stand ... withstand ... stand." Unless we stand, we cannot withstand. Our weapons are the Word of God and prayer (Eph 6:17-18) and our protection is the complete armor God has provided. We resist him "in the faith," that is, our faith in God. Just as David took his stand against Goliath, and trusted in the name of Jehovah, so we take our stand against Satan in the victorious name of Jesus Christ.

RESIST HIM BY THE WORD OF GOD AND THE HOLY SPIRIT.
A word of caution here: never discuss things with Satan or his associates. Eve made this mistake, and we all know the sad consequences. Also, never try to fight Satan in your own way. Resist him the way Jesus did, with the Word of God (Matt 4:1-11). Never get the idea that you are the only one going through these battles, because "your brethren that are in the world" are facing the same trials. We must pray for one another and encourage each other in the Lord. And we must remember that our personal victories will help others, just as their victories will help us.

NOT SLEPTED, NOT ATTACKED NOR DENIED.
Had Peter obeyed these three instructions the night Jesus was arrested, he would not have gone to sleep in the Garden of Gethsemane, attacked Malchus, or denied the Lord: 
1. He did not take the Lord's warning seriously; in fact, he argued with Him! 
2. Nor did he recognize Satan when the adversary inflated his ego with pride, told him he did not have to "watch and pray," 

3. And then incited him to use his sword. Had Peter listened to the Lord and resisted the enemy, he would have escaped all those failures.
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1 Peter 5:8-9 Continued.
THE FORMULA FOR SUCCESS.
Both Peter and James give us the same formula for success: "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you" (James 4:7). Before we can stand before Satan, we must bow before God. Peter resisted the Lord and ended up submitting to Satan! 







(From The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
1 Peter 5:8

In the words "be sober" sobriety of mind is enjoined. "Be mentally self-controlled," is the idea. The words "be vigilant" in the Greek present the idea of "be awake and watchful." The word "adversary" is the translation of a word used of an opponent in a lawsuit. The word "devil" is the word used in the English translation for diabolos which comes from a word diaballo which means literally, "to throw over or across, to send over." 
It was used in classical Greek with the meanings, "to traduce, calumniate, slander, accuse, defame," and was used not only of those who bring a false charge against one, but also of those who disseminate the truth concerning a man and do so maliciously, insidiously, with hostility. All that, the devil is in his character and in his actions against the saints. The word "roaring" in the Greek text speaks of the howl of a beast in fierce hunger. 





(Wuest)
1 Peter 5:9

The Greek word translated "resist" means "to withstand, to be firm against someone else's onset" rather than "to strive against that one." The Christian would do well to remember that he cannot fight the devil. The latter was originally the most powerful and wise angel God created. He still retains much of that power and wisdom as a glance down the pages of history and a look about one today will easily show. While the Christian cannot take the offensive against Satan, yet he can stand his ground in the face of his attacks. Cowardice never wins against Satan, only courage. 
Note: In dealing with satanic powers, you have to rely on two things:

1. Having a good knowledge of the Word of God.

2. Moving in the Holy Spirit speaking in other tongues, this power Satan recognizes. 











Paul the learner 
The word "steadfast" is a military term. Paul uses it in Col 2:3 when he says "beholding your order," that is, "beholding your solid front or close phalanx." The Greek phalanx was a body of heavy-armed infantry formed in ranks and files close and deep. Pope has a line, "The Grecian phalanx, move less as a tower." The word speaks of solidity in the very mass and body of the thing itself. The exhortation is most appropriate to Peter whose name means "A Rock." He was that at Pentecost and after, for the Holy Spirit controlled him. Any saint today can be the same, and by the energy of that same Spirit. The words "in the faith" refer to the believer's own faith, the definite article here pointing to ownership. That is, the Christian is to stand firm against the onset of the devil, not in himself, but in the exercise of a faith that depends upon the strengthening and protecting power of God. 



(Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament),
Note: Another story, when I was an evangelist, I was at a conference and a women came to me for prayer concerning Satan’s power over her, I prayed in tongues, and she was delivered by the power of the God who we serve.






Paul the Learner 
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1 Peter 5:12-14

12 Farewell and Peace 
By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 13 She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my son. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen. NKJV
‘By Silvanus, a faithful brother, I have written you these things briefly according to my opinion, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein you stand. 13 The chosen church which is at Babylon and Mark, my son, salute you. 14 Greet one another with a holy kiss. Peace with you all who are in Christ. Amen.  1 Peter 5:12-14 Peshitta Text

1 Peter 5:12-14

5:12-14 At one point Yochanan John Mark abandoned Sha’ul and Bar-Nabba Barnabas (Acts 13:5, 13), with the result that Sha’ul and Bar-Nabba split over whether to take him with them again, and Sha’ul took Sila Silas instead (Acts 15:22&N, 15:39&N).

Babylon was a common euphemism for Rome among Jewish writers seeking to avoid censorship and worse (see Midrash Rabbah on Song of Songs 1:6, Megillah 6 b, Makkot 24 a). “Rome was called Babylon because it was the worst kingdom” (Yechiel Lichtenstein on this verse).

Shalom Aleichem, “Peace be upon you,” a common Hebrew greeting then and now. See Mt 10:12 N.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

BE HOPEFUL (1 Peter 5:10-14)

Peter closed on a positive note and reminded his readers that God knew what He was doing and was in complete control. No matter how difficult the fiery trial may become, a Christian always has hope. Peter gave several reasons for this hopeful attitude.

GRACE.
(1) We have God's grace: 
1. Our salvation is because of: His grace (1 Peter 1:10). 
2. He called us before we called on Him (1 Peter 1:2). 
3. We have "tasted that the Lord is gracious" (1 Peter 2:3), so we are not afraid of anything that He purposes for us. 
4. His grace is "manifold" (1 Peter 4:10) and meets every situation of life. 
5. As we submit to Him, He gives us the grace that we need. 
6. In fact, He is "the God of all grace." 
7. He has grace to help in every time of need (Heb 4:16). 
8. "He giveth more grace" (James 4:6), 

9. And we must stand in that grace (1 Peter 5:12; see Rom 5:2).
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(2) We know we are going to glory. He has "called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus." This is the wonderful inheritance into which we were born (1 Peter 1:4). Whatever begins with God's grace will always lead to God's glory (Ps 84:11). If we depend on God's grace when we suffer, that suffering will result in glory (1 Peter 4:13-16). The road may be difficult, but it leads to glory, and that is all that really counts.

(3) Our present suffering is only for a while. Our various trials are only "for a season" (1 Peter 1:6), but the glory that results is eternal. Paul had this same thought in mind when he wrote 2 Cor 4:17 " - These little troubles (which are really so transitory) are winning for us a permanent, glorious, and solid reward out of all proportion to our pain" (PH).

(4) We know that our trials are building Christian character. The Greek word translated "make you perfect" means "to equip, to adjust, to fit together." It is translated "mending nets" in Matt 4:21. God has several tools which He uses to equip His people for life and service, and suffering is one of' them. The Word of God is another tool (2 Tim 3:16-17, where thoroughly furnished means "My equipped"). He also uses the fellowship and ministry of the church (Eph 4:11-16). Our Saviour in heaven is perfecting His children so that they will do His will and His work (Heb 13:20-21).

Peter used three words to describe the kind of character God wants us to have.
1. Establish means "to fix firmly, to set fast." Christians must not be unsteady in their stand for Christ. Our hearts need to be established (1 Thess 3:13; James 5:8), and this is accomplished by God's truth (2 Peter 1:12). The believer who is established will not be moved by persecution, or led away by false doctrine (2 Peter 3:17).

2. Strengthen means just that: God's strength given to us to meet the demands of life. What good is it to stand on a firm foundation if we do not have power to act?
3. Settle is the translation of a word that means "to lay a foundation." It is used this way in Heb 1:10. The house founded on the rock withstood the storm (Matt 7:24-27). A believer who is equipped by God will "continue in the faith grounded and settled" (Col 1:23). He will not be "tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine" (Eph 4:14).

HOPE INCREASED.
When an unbeliever goes through suffering, he loses his hope; but for a believer, suffering only increases his hope. "Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope" (Rom 5:3-4, NIV). God builds character and brightens hope when a believer trusts Him and depends on His grace. The result is that God receives the glory forever and ever.

We have already considered 1 Peter 5:12-13 in our introductory chapter.

THE BENEDICTION OF PEACE.
Paul always ended his letters with a benediction of grace (2 Thess 3:17-18). Peter closed this epistle with a benediction of peace. He opened the letter with a greeting of peace (1 Peter 1:2), so the entire epistle points to "God's peace" from beginning to end. What a wonderful way to end a letter that announced the coming of a fiery trial!
A KISS.
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Four times in the New Testament we will find the admonition about "a holy kiss" (Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; and 1 Thess 5:26). Peter called it "a kiss of love." Keep in mind that the men kissed the men and the women kissed the women. It was a standard form of greeting or farewell in that part of the world at that time, just as it is in many Latin countries today. How wonderful that Christian slaves and masters would so greet each other "in Jesus Christ"!

HOPE IN THE LORD.
Peter has given to us a precious letter that encourages us to hope in the Lord no matter how trying the times may be. Down through the centuries, the church has experienced various fiery trials, and yet Satan has not been able to destroy it. The church today is facing a fiery trial, and we must be prepared.

But, whatever may come, Peter is still saying to each of us - BE HOPEFUL! The glory is soon to come!

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
CONCLUSION: 

THE MESSAGE OF 1 Peter 5:12

LETTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT.

First Peter is a letter of encouragement (1 Peter 5:12). We have noted that the theme of suffering runs throughout the letter, but so also does the theme of glory (see 1 Peter 1:7-8,11,21; 2:12; 4:11-16; 5:1,4,10-11). One of the encouragements that Peter gives suffering saints is the assurance that their suffering will one day be transformed into glory (1 Peter 1:6-7; 4:13-14; 5:10). This is possible only because the Saviour suffered for us and then entered into His glory (1 Peter 1:11; 5:1). The sufferings of Christ are mentioned often in this letter (1 Peter 1:11; 3:18; 4:1, 13; 5:1).

PETER [HOPE] PAUL [FAITH] AND JOHN [LOVE].
Peter is preeminently the apostle of hope, as Paul is the apostle of faith and John of love. As believers, we have a "living hope" because we trust a living Christ (1 Peter 1:3). This hope enables us to keep our minds under control and "hope to the end" (1 Peter 1:13) when Jesus shall return. We must not be ashamed of our hope but be ready to explain and defend it (1 Peter 3:15). Like Sarah, Christian wives can hope in God (1 Peter 3:5, where "trusted" should be translated "hoped"). Since suffering brings glory, and because Jesus is coming again, we can indeed be hopeful!

WE MUST STAND FAST.
But suffering does not automatically bring glory to God and blessing to God's people. Some believers have fainted and fallen in times of trial and have brought shame to the name of Christ. It is only when we depend on the grace of God that we can glorify God in times of suffering. Peter also emphasized God's grace in this letter. "I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it" (1 Peter 5:12, NIV).

GRACE LEADS TO GLORY.
The word "grace" is used in every chapter of 1 Peter 1:2,10,13; 2:19 ("thankworthy"), 20 ("acceptable"); 3:7; 4:10; 5:5,10,12. Grace is God's generous favor to undeserving sinners and needy saints. When we depend on God's grace, we can endure suffering and turn trials into triumphs: 
1. It is grace alone that saves us (Eph 2:8-10). 
2. God's grace can give us strength in times of trial (2 Cor 12:1-10). 
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CONCLUSION CONTINUED.
3. Grace enables us to serve God in spite of difficulties (1 Cor 15:9-10). 
4. Whatever begins with God's grace will always lead to glory (Ps 84:11; 1 Peter 5:10).
SUFFERING, GRACE AND GLORY.
As we study 1 Peter, we will see how the three themes of suffering, grace, and glory unite to form an encouraging message for believers experiencing times of trial and persecution. These themes are summarized in 1 Peter 5:10, a verse we would do well to memorize.

HOPE IS CONFIDENTS OF FUTURE GLORY AND BLESSING.
The cynical editor and writer H. L. Mencken once defined hope as "a pathological belief in the occurrence of the impossible." But that definition does not agree with the New Testament meaning of the word. True Christian hope is more than "hope so." It is confident assurance of future glory and blessing.

HOPE OR NO HOPE.
An Old Testament believer called God "the Hope of Israel" (Jer 14:8). A New Testament believer affirms that Jesus Christ is His hope (1 Tim 1:1; see Col 1:27). The unsaved sinner is "without hope" (Eph 2:12); and if he dies without Christ, he will be hopeless forever. The Italian poet, Dante, in his Divine Comedy, put this inscription over the world of the dead: "Abandon all hope, you who enter here!"

HOPE MOVES US FORWARD.

This confident hope gives us the encouragement and enablement we need for daily living. It does not put us in a rocking chair where we complacently await the return of Jesus Christ. Instead, it puts us in the marketplace, on the battlefield, where we keep on going when the burdens are heavy and the battles are hard. Hope is not a sedative; it is a shot of adrenaline, a blood transfusion. Like an anchor, our hope in Christ stabilizes us in the storms of life (Heb 6:18-19); but unlike an anchor, our hope moves us forward, it does not hold us back.

HOPE, HOLINESS AND HARMONY.
It is not difficult to follow Peter's train of thought. Everything begins with salvation, our personal relationship to God through Jesus Christ. If we know Christ as Saviour, then we have hope! If we have hope, then we can walk in holiness and in harmony. There should be no problem submitting to those around us in society, the home, and the church family. Salvation and submission are preparation for suffering; but if we focus on Christ, we can overcome and God will transform suffering into glory.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
1 Peter 5:10

The phrase "the God of all grace" speaks of God as the source of all spiritual comfort and help for every occasion. The word translated "unto" means literally "with a view to." The word "called" in its Greek usage means more than an invitation. It is a divine summons. The one summoned is constituted willing to obey the summons, not against but with his free will and accord. 
It is an effectual call. The one called always responds through the enablement of the Holy Spirit. This effectual call is with a view to God's eternal glory. 
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SECTION TWO
1 Peter 5:10 Continued.
That is, God calls us into salvation in order that He may derive glory for Himself by virtue of our being saved. He who has called us in His grace will supply all needed grace until we are ushered into the Glory. 
God's eternal glory is involved in His keeping a believer in salvation. Thus we see the eternal security of the Christian as they remain in Christ. The words "by Christ Jesus" are to be construed with the word "called." Christ Jesus is the sphere in which that calling takes place. That is, in order that God might call sinners with a view to His eternal glory, they need to be saved, and salvation is found only in the Lord Jesus. Therefore, this calling is in the sphere of or within the scope of the Savior’s saving power and work. 

The words "a while" in the Greek text are literally "a little while." The rest of the verse is not a wish nor a petition but a prediction. The verbs are all in the future tense. The words "make you perfect" are not the translation of the Greek word teleioo which means "to perfect" in the sense of "to make spiritually mature and complete," but from a word meaning "to fit or join together." 
The predominating idea in the verb is adjustment, the putting of parts into right relation-ship and connection with one another. It is the same word translated "perfecting" in Eph 4:12, where the gifted servants of the Lord mentioned were given to the Church for the equipping of the saints for ministering work. 
The word was used of James and John mending their nets, thus equipping them for service (Mark 1:19). Here the word refers to God mending the lives of Christians, thus equipping them for usefulness in His service. The word in First Peter speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit in rounding out the spiritual life of the saint so that he is equipped for both the living of a Christian life and the service of the Lord Jesus. 

The word "establish" is the translation of a Greek word whose root is akin to the word translated "steadfast" in 5:9. It speaks of a solid foundational position. Alford translates, "shall ground you as on a foundation." Bengel has a helpful note on this verse; "Shall perfect, that no defect remain in you, shall establish that nothing may shake you, shall strengthen that you may overcome every adverse force." No comments on verse eleven. 






(Wuest)
1 Peter 5:12

In verses 12-14 we probably have the postscript in Peter's own handwriting. This would indicate that Silvanus was the amanuensis, the one to whom Peter dictated the letter and by whom it was sent. The word "faithful" is preceded by the definite article in the Greek text, showing that he was well-known to the recipients. 
The English word "suppose" might suggest that Peter was not sure of the character of Silvanus. But the Greek word denotes a settled persuasion or assurance. It indicates that the apostle's judgment of Silvanus was given as a recommendation. Robertson translates "as I account him." The word "stand" is imperative in the Greek text, "in which stand." 





(Wuest)
1 Peter 5:13

There is a division of opinion among commentators as to whether Peter is using the name "Babylon" in its apocalyptic sense of Rome, or whether he is referring here to the literal city on the Euphrates. It would seem that he is referring to the city of Babylon itself, from the following considerations. 
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1 Peter 5:13 Continued
First, the fact that the word is used in a mystical sense in the Book of The Revelation, which book makes use of such figures, is no argument for the mystical use of the word in a writing of a different character. 

Second, the other geographical references in First Peter have undoubtedly the literal meaning, and it would be natural to expect that Peter's use of the name "Babylon" would be literal also. 

Third, there is no reason to suppose that when this epistle was written the city of Rome was currently known among Christians as Babylon. 

Fourth, The Revelation was written after the composition of Peter's letter, and therefore he could not be following John's use of the name. 

Fifth, wherever the city of Rome is mentioned in the New Testament, with the single exception of The Revelation (and even there it is distinguished as "Babylon the Great"), it gets its usual name, Rome. 

Sixth, there is very good ground for believing that at the date of the writing of Peter's letter the Jewish, and also the pagan population of the city and its vicinity, was very considerable. 
The words "Greet one another with a kiss of love" refer to a custom in the early Church when after prayers; the brethren welcomed each other with a kiss. Chrysostom calls it "the peace by which the Apostle expels all disturbing thought and beginning of small-mindedness... this kiss softens and levels." The practice was liable to abuse as Clement of Alexandria shows when he says, "love is judged not in a kiss but in good will. Some do nothing but fill the church with noise of kissing. There is another — an impure — kiss full of venom pretending to holiness." Therefore the practice was regulated, men kissed men only, and the custom gradually dwindled. 

FULLER TRANSLATION 

(5 b) Moreover, all of you bind about yourselves as a girdle, humility toward one another, because God opposes Himself to those who set themselves above others, but gives grace to those who are lowly. (6) Suffer yourselves therefore to be humbled under the mighty hand of God, in order that you He may exalt in due time, (7) having deposited with Him once for all the whole of your worry, because to Him it is a matter of concern respecting you. 
(8) Be of a sober mind, be watchful. Your adversary who is a slanderer, namely, the devil, as a lion roaring in fierce hunger, is constantly walking about, always seeking someone to be devouring. (9) Stand immovable against his onset, solid as a rock in your faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings is being accomplished in your brotherhood which is in the world. (10) But the God of every grace, the One who has called you in Christ with a view to His eternal glory, after you have suffered a little while, shall Himself perfect you, shall establish you firmly, shall strengthen you, shall ground you as on a foundation. 
(11) To Him let there be ascribed this power forever and forever, Amen. (12) Through Silvanus, the faithful brother, which is my estimate of him, briefly I have written to you, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God, in which stand. (13) The (church) in Babylon, elect with you, sends greeting, also Mark my son. (14) Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be with you all who are in Christ. 

(from Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
SUMMARY OF 1 PETER
Peter had no headship over the entire church. He ministered primarily to Jews only (Galatians 2:7) and was not even the head of the Jewish section of the church much less that of the Gentiles (Acts 15; 2 Corinthians 11:28; Galatians 2:6-21). Peter was only an elder among many others (1 Peter 5).
There is not the slightest proof that he ever visited Rome until his execution. Paul, in no epistle to Rome and in none written from Rome ever mentions him as being a resident bishop there. Instead of going west we find Peter going east and writing an epistle from Babylon.                 (Dake)
Note: In consulting different commentaries, like we have here, we find different opinions based on good forms of interpretation of the text, you as a student of Scripture, must decide which one you will take, but remember as Paul said, ‘we know in part’ so it is possible that each has the part that God has revealed to them, something to consider.                                                      Paul the Learner
PAGE  
22

