Jude
Chapter 01
Jude 1-4

1:1 Greeting to the Called 
Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 2 Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
3 Contend for the Faith 
Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. NKJV
Jude 1-7

A CALL TO ARMS!

Since the author of this epistle was the brother of James, this would make him the half brother of our Lord Jesus Christ (see Mark 6:3). Our Lord's brothers in the flesh did not believe in Him while He was ministering (John 7:5). But after the Resurrection, James was converted (see 1 Cor 15:7), and we have every reason to believe that Jude was also saved at that time. Acts 1:14 informs us that "His brethren" were part of the praying group that was awaiting the Holy Spirit; 1 Cor 9:5 states that "the brethren of the Lord" were known in the early church.

THE APOSTATES WERE ALREADY ON THE SCENE.
So much for the identification of the author. Why did Jude write this letter? To warn his readers that the apostates were already on the scene! Peter had prophesied that they would come (2 Peter 2:1-3; 3:3 ff), and his prophecy had been fulfilled. Apparently Jude wrote to the same believers who had received Peter's letters, intending to stir them up and remind them to take Peter's warnings to heart. You will discover a number of parallels between Jude and 2 Peter as you study this fascinating but neglected letter.

IT WAS TIME TO SOUND THE TRUMPET AND WARN THE BELIEVERS.
He wrote to "exhort" them (Jude 3). In the Greek language, this word was used to describe a general giving order to the army; hence the atmosphere of this letter is "military." Jude had started to write a quiet devotional letter about salvation, but the Spirit led him to put down his harp and sound the trumpet! The Epistle of Jude is a call to arms.
Jude 1-2
The Captain of the army is Jesus Christ, and the soldiers He commands are people who share a "common salvation" through faith in Him. Jude called them saints (Jude 3), which simply means "set-apart ones." He addressed them as sanctified, which, again, means "set apart." (Some manuscripts read "beloved in God the Father.") Perhaps there is an echo here of 1 Peter 1:2 where the Father and the Spirit and Jesus Christ are seen to be involved in our salvation.

Certainly salvation begins in the heart of God and not in the will of man (Rom 9:16).

CHAPTER ONE
‘Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, [Judas of-Jesus anointed slave] and brother of James, [brother yet of-Jacobus] to them that are sanctified by God the Father, [to-the in God Father] and preserved in Jesus Christ, [ones-having-been-loved and Jesus anointed] and called: [having-been-kept called].’ Jude 1 + Concordant Greek Text 400 AD.

‘Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to the Gentiles who have been called and are beloved by God the Father and are protected by Jesus Christ:’ Jude 1 Peshitta Text [Syriac].
WE STILL ONLY SEE IN PART, AND KNOW IN PART.
The mysteries of God's sovereign electing grace are beyond us in this life and will never be understood until we enter His glorious presence. For that reason, we are wise not to make them the basis for arguments and divisions. "The secret things belong unto the Lord our God" (Deut 29:29).

Second Thessalonians 2:13-14 makes it clear that the same God who chose us also set us apart by the Spirit and then called us by the Gospel to trust in Jesus Christ. God's choosing and God's calling go together, for the God who ordains the end (our salvation) also ordains the means to the end (someone calling us to Christ). We did not understand how God's Spirit was working in our lives prior to our conversion, but He was working just the same to "set us apart" for Jesus Christ.

SECURITY IS FOUND ONLY IN JESUS CHRIST.
Not only are God's saints set apart, but they are also preserved. This means "carefully watched and guarded." The believer is secure in Jesus Christ. This same word is used in Jude 6 and 1:13 ("reserved") and also in Jude 21 ("keep yourselves"). God is preserving the fallen angels and the apostates for judgment, but He is preserving His own children for glory. 
Meanwhile, He is able to preserve us in our daily walk and keep us from stumbling. Because they are set apart and preserved, God's soldiers ate the recipients of God's choicest blessings: mercy, peace, and love. Like the Apostle Peter, Jude wanted these special blessings to be multiplied in their lives (1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:2). 
God in His mercy does not give us what we deserve. Instead, He gave our punishment to His own Son on the cross. "Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.... But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities" Isa 53:4-5).
GIVE UP THE WAR WITH GOD YOU CAN’T WIN.
Because of Christ's work on the cross, believers enjoy peace. The unsaved person is at war with God and cannot please Him (Rom 8:7-8); but when he trusts the Saviour, the war ends and he receives God's peace (Rom 5:1).

He also experiences God's love (Rom 5:5). The Cross is God's demonstration of love (Rom 5:8), but His love is not experienced within until His Spirit comes into the believing heart. As the believer grows in his spiritual life, he enters into a deeper relationship of love (John 14:21-24).

THE SPECIAL PLACE YOU HAVE IN THE HEART AND PLAN OF GOD.
Certainly those who know Christ as their Saviour enjoy a unique position. They are called by God to be set apart for God that they might enjoy love with God. While their fellowship with the Father might change from day to day, their relationship as children cannot change. They are "preserved in Jesus Christ." Because Jude would write a great deal in this letter about sin and judgment, he was careful at the very outset to define the special place that believers have in the heart and plan of God. 
CHAPTER ONE
Jude 1, 2 Continued.
The apostates would sin, fall, and suffer condemnation; but the true believers would be kept safe in Jesus Christ for all eternity.

AN APOSTATE WAS NEVER SAVED TO BEGIN WITH.
It bears repeating that an apostate is not a true believer who has abandoned his salvation. He is a person who has professed to accept the truth and trust the Saviour, and then turns from "the faith which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). Jude would not contradict what Peter wrote, and Peter made it clear that the apostates were not God's sheep, but were instead pigs and dogs (2 Peter 2:21-22). The sow had been cleaned on the outside, and the dog on the inside, but neither had been given that new nature which is characteristic of God's true children (2 Peter 1:3-4).

REMEMBER: YOU THROUGH YOUR WILL JOINED THIS ARMY, YOU CAN LEAVE.
Here, then, we have the "spiritual army" that Jude was addressing. If you have trusted Jesus Christ you are in this army. God is not looking for volunteers; He has already enlisted you! The question is not, "Shall I become a soldier?" Rather, it is, "Will I be a loyal soldier?"

Isaac Watts once preached a sermon on 1 Cor 16:13: "Watch you, stand fast in the faith, quit you [act] like men, and be strong." When he published the sermon, he added a poem to it; we sing it today as one of our spiritual songs.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 1

The author's name in Greek appears as "Judas." This Judas was a brother of James, the superintendent of the Church at Jerusalem, and is named among the brethren of the Lord (Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3). It was a very common name in Israel. "Servant" is doulos, "a bondslave." 
Vincent says, "He does not call himself an apostle, as Paul and Peter in their introductions, and seems to distinguish himself from the apostles in vv. 17, 18, 'The apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, how that they said, etc.' We are told that Christ's brethren did not believe on Him (John 7:5); and in Acts 1:14, the brethren of Jesus are mentioned in a way which seems to separate them from the apostles." 
Alford says: "a servant of Jesus Christ, probably not here in the wider sense in which all Christians are servants of Christ, but in that special sense in which those were bound to His service who were employed in the preaching and disseminating of His word." 
The author calls himself "brother of James." This makes him a brother of the Lord Jesus in the family of Joseph and Mary. Vincent comments: "That Jude does not allude to his relationship to the Lord may be explained by the fact that the natural relationship in his mind would be subordinate to the spiritual (see Luke 11:27, 28). 
And that such a designation would, as Dean Alford remarks, 'have been in harmony with those later and superstitious feelings with which the next and following ages regarded our Lord's earthly relatives.' He would shrink from emphasizing a distinction to which none of the other disciples or apostles could have a claim, the more so because of his former unbelief in Christ's authority and mission. It is noticeable that James likewise avoids such a designation."
CHAPTER ONE

Jude 1 Continued.

Both the Nestle and the Westcott and Hort texts have agapaœ, "to love," instead of hagiazœ, "to sanctify."  Note: The Concordant Greek text of 400 AD has that are sanctified by God the Father.
The participle is in the perfect tense, speaking of a past complete act having present, and in a context like this, permanent results. The distinctive word for "love" here is the word for God's self-sacrificial love which was shown at Calvary. This love here is the outgoing of God's love for the saints in which He gives of Himself for their good. 
He will do anything within His good will for the saints. He went all the way to Calvary for them when they were unlovely and naturally unlovable. He will do as much and more for His saints who in Christ are looked upon by God the Father with all the love with which He loves His Son. The perfect tense speaks here of the fact that the saints are the permanent objects of God's love. 
Jude is therefore writing to those who have been loved by God the Father with the present result that they are in a state of being the objects of His permanent love, and that love extends not merely through the brief span of this life, but throughout eternity. And then some dear children of God fear that they might be lost. 
‘But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.’ 1 Corinthians 9:27 Like Paul the Apostle
"Preserved" is tereœ, "to guard, to hold firmly, to watch or keep," expresses watchful care, and is suggestive of present possession. Here again Jude uses the perfect participle. The saints have been kept guarded by God the Father with the present, and here, permanent result that they are the objects of His permanent, watchful care. 
The words "Jesus Christ" are in the simple dative case. God the Father is keeping them guarded for Jesus Christ. Our Lord prayed (John 17:11), "Holy Father, keep (tereœ, same word) through thine own name those whom thou hast given Me, that they may be one as we are." Our Lord committed the saints into the watchful care of God the Father, and He is keeping them for Jesus Christ, not in the sense that the Father is keeping the saints in lieu of His Son keeping them, but in the sense that the Father is keeping them so that they might continue to be forever the possession of the Lord Jesus. 
"Called" is kletos, placed at the end of the sentence for emphasis. It is an adjective used to describe those who were called in the sense of being invited, for instance, to a banquet. The word here speaks of that effectual call of God whereby the sinner called to salvation is constituted willing to receive that which he by nature rejects, namely, salvation, this being the preservation work of the Holy Spirit in which He brings the sinner to the place of repentance and the act of faith in the Lord Jesus as Saviour. 
Translation. Jude, a bondslave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who by God the Father have been loved and are in a state of being the permanent objects of His love, and who for Jesus Christ have been guarded and are in a permanent state of being carefully watched, to those who are called ones. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
 Jude 1

1 Y’hudah Jude is traditionally understood to be the brother of Ya‘akov James and of Yeshua Jesus (Mt 13:55, Mk 6:3, 1 Corinthians 9:5). If so, he might call himself a slave of Yeshua the Messiah in order to avoid exploiting his blood relationship with the Lord. But some scholars think that this Y’hudah is a relatively unknown person who mentioned his better-known brother (also unknown to us) in order to help his readers identify him.

No clue is given as to the intended audience; the heresy described makes Asia Minor a likely destination.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Jude 2

"Mercy" is eleos. Trench when comparing charis (grace) with eleos (mercy) says: "While charis has thus reference to the sins of men, and is that glorious attribute of God which these sins call out and display, His free gift in their forgiveness, eleos, has special and immediate regard to the misery which is the consequence of these sins. 

Being the tender sense of this misery displaying itself in the effort, which only the continued perverseness of man can hinder or defeat, to assuage and entirely remove it ... In the divine mind, and in the order of our salvation as conceived therein, the eleos (mercy) precedes the charis (grace). 
God so loved the world with a pitying love (herein was the eleos), that He gave His only begotten Son (herein the charis), that the world through Him might be saved (compare Eph 2:4; Luke 1:78, 79). But in the order of the manifestation of God's purposes of salvation the grace must go before the mercy, the charis must go before and make way for the eleos. 
It is true that the same persons are the subjects of both, being at once the guilty and the miserable; yet the righteousness of God, which it is quite necessary, should be maintained as His love, demands that the guilt should be done away before the misery can be assuaged; only the forgiven can be blessed. 
And as the righteousness of God absolutely and in itself requires this, so no less that righteousness as it has expressed itself in the moral constitution of man, linking as it there has done misery with guilt, and making the first the inseparable companion of the second." 
"Peace" is eirene, the verbal form being eirœ, "to join." To make peace is therefore to join together that which has been separated. Our Lord through the blood of His Cross has made peace between a holy God and sinful man in the sense that He has joined together those who were by sin separated, God and the believing sinner. 
This is justifying peace. Jude, writing to the saints, is speaking here of sanctifying peace, that state of tranquility which is the result of the eleos (mercy) of God assuaging the evil results of sin. "Love" here is agape, that divine love which God is and which is shed abroad in the heart of the yielded saint. Mayor says: "The divine love is infused into them, so that it is their own, and becomes in them the source of a divine life (Rom 13:10). 
In virtue of this gift they are inspired with a love which is like the love of God, and by this they truly claim the title of children of God as partakers of His nature (1 John 4:7, 10)." Jude prays that mercy, peace, and love may be in them in an increasing abundance. 
Translation. Mercy to you, peace, and love is multiplied. 
(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, 
THE ENEMY (Jude 3-4)
We have already noted that Jude set out to write an encouraging letter about "the common salvation." The name Jude (Judah) means "Praise," and he was anxious to praise God and rejoice in the salvation God gives in Jesus Christ. But the Spirit of God changed his mind and led Jude to write about the battle against the forces of evil in the world. Why? Because it was "needful" for the church.
I must confess that I sympathize with Jude. In my own ministry, I would much rather en courage the saints than declare war on the apostates. But when the enemy is in the field, the watchmen dare not go to sleep. The Christian life is a battleground, not a playground.

Jude wasted no time in identifying the enemy.

They were ungodly (v. 4 b). This is one of Jude's favorite words. While these men claimed to belong to God, they were, in fact, ungodly in their thinking and their living They might have "a form of godliness," but they lacked the force of godliness that lives in the true Christian (2 Tim 3:5).
They were deceitful (v. 4 c). "They crept in unawares." The Greek word means "to slip in secretly, to steal in undercover." Sometimes Satan's undercover agents are "brought in secretly" by those already on the inside (Gal 2:4), but these men came in on their own. Peter warned that these men were coming (2 Peter 2:1) and now they had arrived on the scene.

WHATCHMAN WOUGHT OF THE NIGHT. BLOW THE TRUMPET.
How could false brethren get into true assemblies of the saints? The soldiers had gone to sleep at the post! The spiritual leaders in the churches had grown complacent and careless. This explains why Jude had to "blow the trumpet" to wake them up. Our Lord and His Apostles all warned that false teachers would arise, yet the churches did not heed the warnings. Sad to say, some churches are not heeding the warnings today.

They were enemies of God's grace (v. 4 d). Why did they enter the churches? To attempt to change the doctrine and "turn the grace of our God into lasciviousness" (Jude 4). The word lasciviousness simply means "wantonness, absence of moral restraint, indecency." A person who is lascivious thinks only of satisfying his lusts, and whatever he touches is stained by His base appetites. Lasciviousness is one of the works of the flesh (Gal 5:19) that proceeds from the evil heart of man (Mark 7:21-22).

APOSTATES SAY BECAUSE YOU ARE SAVED THEN LIVE LIKE THE DEVIL.
Peter had already warned these people that the apostates would argue, "You have been saved by grace, so you are free to live as you please!" They promised the people freedom, but it was the kind of freedom that led to terrible bondage (2 Peter 2:13-14, 19). The readers both Peter and Jude addressed knew what Paul had written (2 Peter 3:15-16), so they should have been fortified with Rom 6 and 1 Cor 5-6.

WATCH OUT FOR THE FALSE DOCTRINES USING THE WORD OF GOD.
The apostates, like the cultists today, use the Word of God to promote and defend their false doctrines. They seduce young, immature Christians who have not yet been grounded in the Scriptures. Every soldier of the Cross needs to go through "basic training" in a local church so that he knows how to use the weapons of spiritual warfare (2 Cor 10:4-5).
They denied God's truth (v. 4 e). "Even denying the Lord that bought them," Peter had warned (2 Peter 2:1). Jude was not writing about two different persons when he wrote "the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ" for the Greek construction demands that these two names refer to one Person. In other words, Jude was affirming strongly the deity of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is God!

Jude 4

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF JESUS CHRIST?
But the apostates would deny this. They would agree that Jesus Christ was a good man and a great teacher, but not that He was eternal God come in human flesh. The first test of any religious teacher, as we have seen, is, "What do you think of Jesus Christ? Is He God come in the flesh?" Anyone who denies this cardinal doctrine is a false teacher no matter how correct he may be in other matters. If he denies the deity of Christ, something will always be missing in whatever he affirms.
Note: THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST. [The body of God]
The Bible Exposition says that God came in the flesh, and Wuest says that Jesus was Jehovah God of the Old Testament. So let me try to help you understand this subject as I see it. Paul the Learner

My thought is ‘…And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.’ Genesis 1:2. And then ‘And God said, Let there be a firmament…’ Genesis 1:6

1. The Apostle John gives us an insight in John 1:1-4, 14 ‘In the beginning was the Word […the beginning of the creation of God;’ Revelation 3:14] and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made, In him was life; and the life was the light of men.’ ‘And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.’ 
2. The Apostle Paul carries this though on in Colossians 1:14-19 ‘In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn [Rev. 3:14] of every creature: For my him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell;’ 
3. The Writer of Hebrews also speaks of this thought, Hebrews1:2, 3 ‘Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;’ 

So you have three witness that state that in the beginning before anything was, God [who we call Father] created the Word [who we call now Jesus Christ] and through the Word God created all things that are in existence. The creative force of God became a man [who we call the Son of God Jesus Christ]. So as a man, he could be tempted [for God can not be tempted] and suffered pain and gave His life for mankind. [Please note that Jesus said ‘No man taketh it from me, but I say it down of myself. I have power to lay it down and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.’ John 10:18]
Jesus made a separation between himself and the Father in some things and not in others. ‘If you have seen me you have seen the Father’ Only the father knows the day of His coming. Jesus prayed to the Father not to himself. So we speak of Jesus the man who is the Son of God and who is limited by the only one God who does not know of any other gods beside Himself according to Isaiah 43:10, 11.
Jude 4
Jesus Christ is the manifestation of the invisible God that fills the universe who we call Father. He was the creative force that made all things who we call Elohiym [the one true God] and He became Jehovah [the eternal self existent one] in the Old Testament, meeting with Abraham, Moses and Joshua and others as a man and then becoming the one we know as Jesus and now back to heaven to become The Word Revelation 19.   






Paul the Learner
They were ordained to judgment (v. 4 a). Jude did not write that these men were ordained to become apostates, as though God were responsible for their sin. They became apostates because they willfully turned away from the truth. But God did ordain that such people would be judged and condemned. The Old Testament prophets denounced the false prophets of their day, and both Jesus Christ and His Apostles pronounced judgment on them.

APOSTATES TEACHING THAT GRACE PERMITTED THEM TO PRACTICE SIN.
Why should these men be judged by God? To begin with, they had denied His Son! That is reason enough for their condemnation! But they had also defiled God's people by teaching them that God's grace permitted them to practice sin. Furthermore, they derided the doctrine of Christ's coming (2 Peter 3). "Where is the promise of His coming?" They mocked the very promise of Christ's coming and the judgment He would bring against the ungodly.

Of course, they did all these things under the guise of religion, and this made their sin even greater. They deceived innocent people so that they might take their money and enjoy it in godless living. Jesus compared them to wolves in sheep's clothing (Matt 7:15).

How, then, should the church respond to the presence of this insidious enemy? By earnestly contending for the faith.

THE FAITH = THAT BODY OF DOCTRINE THAT WE HAVE TODAY.
"The faith" refers to that body of doctrine that was given by God through the Apostles to the church. The word doctrine is found at least sixteen times in the Pastoral Epistles alone. Paul admonished both Timothy and Titus to make sure the believers were being taught "sound doctrine," which means "healthy doctrine," doctrine that promotes the spiritual health of the local church. While individual teachers and preachers may disagree on the fine points of theology, there is a basic body of truth to which all true Christians are committed.
YOU ARE A STEWARD OF GOD’S WORD AND WILL ANSWER TO GOD FOR IT.
This body of truth was delivered (Jude 3) to the saints. The word means "to be entrusted with." The church collectively, and each Christian personally, has a stewardship to fulfill. "But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we speak" (1 Thess 2:4). God committed the truth to Paul (1 Tim 1:11), and he shared it with others, such as Timothy (1 Tim 6:20). He exhorted Timothy to entrust the Word to other faithful men (2 Tim 2:2). You and I would not have the Word today were it not for faithful believers down through the ages who guarded this precious deposit and invested it in others.

THE CHURCH IS ONE GENERATION SHORT OF EXTINCTION IF WE FAIL.
The church is always one generation short of extinction if our generation fails; to guard the truth and entrust it to our children, then that will be the end! When you think of the saints and martyrs who suffered and died so that we night have God's truth, it makes you want to take your place in God's army and be faithful unto death.

Jude 4
What does it mean to "contend for the faith"? The Greek word is an athletic term that gives us our English words agonize. It is the picture of a devoted athlete, competing in the Greek games and stretching his nerves and muscles to do his very best to win. You never fight the Lord's battles from a rocking chair or a soft bed! Both the soldier and the athlete must concentrate on doing their best and giving their all. There must also be teamwork, believers working together to attack and defeat the enemy.

WE ARE IN A WAR SO ACT LIKE IT AND WIN FOR CHRIST.
Sometimes you hear well-meaning people say, "Well, it's fine to contend for the faith, but don't be so contentious!" While it is true that some of God's soldiers have been the cause of quarrels and divisions, it is also true that some of them have paid a great price to defend the faith. As Christian soldiers, we must not fight each other or go around looking for trouble. But when the banner of Christ is in danger of being taken by the enemy, we cannot sit idly by, nor can we ever hope to win the victory by wearing kid gloves.

Charles Spurgeon once said that "the new views are not the old truth in a better dress, but deadly errors with which we can have no fellowship." False doctrine is a deadly poison that must be identified, labeled, and avoided, Spurgeon also said, "I cannot endure false doctrine, however neatly it may be put before me. Would you have me eat poisoned meat because the dish is of the choicest ware?"
We must always speak the truth in love, and the weapons we use must be spiritual. At the same time, we must dare to take our stand for "the faith" even if our stand offends some and upsets others. We are not fighting personal enemies, but the enemies of the Lord. It is the honor and glory of Jesus Christ that is at stake. "Fight the good fight of faith" (1 Tim 6:12).
(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 3; Jude 3-4

3a I was busily at work writing to you about the salvation we share. As with many books mentioned in the Tanakh that have not survived, our curiosity about Y’hudah's soteriological treatise cannot be satisfied.

3b-4 Keep contending earnestly for the faith which was once and for all passed on to God's people. This, along with v. 17 (“the words spoken...by the emissaries of our Lord”), suggests that the letter was written in the latter part of the first century when “the faith” had begun to crystallize. This use of Greek pistis to mean a systematized body of doctrine is unusual (see Acts 3:16 N, Galatians 2:16 c N), but even here we should not limit “the faith” to its intellectual aspects; it includes and implies not only doctrine to be believed, but the entire Messianic way of life to be observed and obeyed (Romans 1:5, “the obedience that comes from trusting”).

This is clear from v. 4: what the ungodly people do is not merely pass on mistaken information, but pervert God's grace into a license for debauchery and disown our only Master and Lord. They no longer recognize Yeshua's right to command obedience but teach instead a perversion of Romans 3:28 and Ephesians 2:8-9, that a person is considered righteous by God on the ground of professing faith in Yeshua regardless of what sort of works he does. Such an attitude quickly results in debauchery, as well as other kinds of antinomianism, since it removes the ethical and moral component of faith/faithfulness/trusting. In Y’hudah's time various kinds of Gnostics taught in this way; our age too has its share of false teachers (see 2 Timothy 4:3-4, 1 John 4:4-6&N).

Jude 3, 4
Written about long ago. See vv. 14-15.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Note: let us consider this false doctrine, ‘once saved always saved.’ Even when the Apostle Paul warns us that ‘he that is dead to sin, how can he live any longer therein.’ So let’s see what the Judge of all things says about this subject of a believer who is living for Satan and yet claiming salvation because of an experience of yesterday.
‘Many will say to me in that day, [the day of judgment] Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, [now hear the judgment of the Lamb] I never knew you: [God forgets and forgives our sin, and likewise God forgets our righteous life if we turn from Him] depart from me, ye that [now] work iniquity.’  Matthew 7:22, 23 KJV



Paul the Learner
Jude 3

"Beloved" is agapetoi, a plural adjective, "beloved ones," that is, "divinely-loved ones," loved by God, God's beloved ones. "Gave all diligence" is literally, "making all diligence." The latter word is spoude, the verbal form being speudœ, "to hasten, desire earnestly." Alford says: "It implies more than mere earnest desire; a man's spoude is necessarily action as well as wish. 
'Giving diligence' seems the exact idea required." The participle is present in tense, the action simultaneous with the infinitive. The translation reads, "When giving all diligence to be writing to you." The word "common" is koinos, the verbal form being koinœneœ, "to become a sharer, a partner." Thus, the idea is of "a common salvation" possessed in common with others. 
The best texts add hemœn, "our salvation held in common by all of us." "It was needful" is anagken eschon, literally, "I had need." The verbal form of anagkee is anagkazœ, "to necessitate, compel, drive to, constrain," whether by force, threats, persuasion, entreaties. The noun means "necessity" either imposed by external conditions, or by the law of duty. 
Alford translates, "I found it necessary." The Revision renders it, "I was constrained." The compulsion to exhort the saints to contend for the faith found its source in the Holy Spirit. The first infinitive "to write" is in the present tense, speaking of continuous action. 
The second is in the aorist tense, implying an act performed at once. Mayor comments, "The aorist, contrasted with the preceding present, implies that the new epistle had to be written at once and could not be prepared for at leisure, like the one he had previously contemplated. It was no welcome task: 'necessity was laid upon him.'" 
Jude had originally intended writing a letter containing a positive presentation of the doctrines of the Christian faith. The Holy Spirit laid upon his heart the necessity of writing in defense of the faith. The exhortation was to earnestly contend for the faith. The faith here is not faith as exercised by the individual, but Christianity itself in its historic doctrines and life-giving salvation. "Earnestly contend" is epagonizomai, found only here in the New Testament. The simple verb was used of athletes contending in the athletic contests. 
The word speaks of a vigorous, intense, determined struggle to defeat the opposition. Our word "agony" is the English spelling of the noun form of this word. The Greek athletes exerted themselves to the point of agony in an effort to win the contest. With such intense effort does Jude say that saints should defend the doctrines of Christianity. 
Jude 3
Peter, in his first epistle (3:15), tells us how we are to do so. He says that we should "be ready always to give an answer" to the opposition. The words "give an answer" are in the Greek a technical term of the law courts, speaking of the attorney for the defense "presenting a verbal defense" for his client. This is part of the ministry of every pastor. 
He must guard the flock of God under his charge from the inroads of Modernism by presenting evidences of the divine source of Christianity and the falsity of the modernistic position. The intensity of the defense must be adjusted to the intensity of the opposition which comes from Satan through Modernism. 
The word "once" is hapax, "once for all." Vincent says, "Not formerly, but once for all." He quotes Bengel, "No other faith will be given." "Delivered" is paradídœmi, "to give over into (one's) power or use, to deliver to one something to keep, use, take care of, and manage." The idea is that God gave the Christian doctrines to the saints as a deposit of truth to be guarded. 
"Saints" is hagios, "a set-apart person, set apart for the worship and service of God," namely, a believer, a Christian. 
Translation. Divinely-loved ones, when giving all diligence to be writing to you concerning the salvation possessed in common by all of us, I had constraint laid upon me to write to you, beseeching (you) to contend with intensity and determination for the Faith once for all entrusted into the safekeeping of the saints. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
‘For certain men have falsely entered among you, and these were foreordained from the very beginning to this condemnation; they are ungodly men, turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Jude 4 Peshitta text

Jude 4

Now Jude gives the reason why the saints should contend for the faith. False teachers crept into the Church. The words "crept in" are pareisdunœ, dunœ, "to enter," eis, "into," para, "beside," thus, "to enter alongside." Vincent translates, "to get in by the side, to slip in a side-door." These are the tactics of Modernism, slipping into orthodox pulpits by stealth and dishonesty. 
Note: Satan put on his Sunday go to meeting clothes on and as a minister of the Gospel [Satan’s gospel] has come into the church and has substituted the:
1. True worship of God with modern music that doesn’t cause worship.
2. Preaching of the Word of God with platitudes and fancy words on how to live good lives and to do well [but leaving Jesus Christ out of the picture].
3. Teaching the truth of Scripture with showing all the mistakes and making the miracles of God               as the invention of men and not the Holy Spirit.
4. Having people be Baptized in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ and being filled with the Holy Spirit speaking in other tongues with joining the church and getting some water sprinkled on your head in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  and getting a hand of fellowship and some tithe envelops. [Is it time for an offering?]
5. Moving in the Spirit exercising the gifts of the Holy Ghost and recognizing the five fold ministry of God to having guest speakers who will motivate you to be a better person and to give more for the work of God. [let’s take up an offering or two]        Paul the Learner
There is a Greek word in 2 Cor 11:13-15 which admirably describes the methods of the Modernist, who takes after his father, the Devil. It is Metaschematizœ, translated "transformed" in A.V. It refers to the act of an individual changing his outward expression by assuming an expression put on from the outside, an expression that does not come from nor is it representative of what he is in his inner character. 
Lucifer did that after he struck at God's throne and became the fallen angel, Satan. As a fallen angel he gave expression to his sin-darkened heart. But he knew that he could not attract the human race that way. He must impersonate God if he expected to be worshipped as God. He therefore assumed an outward expression of light, put on from the outside and not representative of his inner sinful being. 
He disguised himself as an angel of light. His ministers, (servants), Modernistic preachers, have done the same (v. 15). Using evangelical terms such as "salvation, faith, regeneration, atonement, resurrection," they put their own private meanings upon them (which negate the orthodox view), and pose as orthodox exponents of Christianity. 
Reader, do not trust a Modernist any farther than you would a rattlesnake. A rattlesnake will give you warning before it strikes, but not a Modernist. The eternal welfare of your soul depends upon what you believe regarding the person and work of our Lord on the Cross. 

Jude says these false teachers were "ordained to this condemnation." The word "ordained" would indicate that it was the decree of God that these men should be false teachers. However, the word in the Greek text has quite a different connotation. It is Prographœ, "to write beforehand." 
Mayor translates, "to designate." The reference is to the prophecy of Enoch with regard to these false teachers (v. 14). The word "to" is eis, and should be translated here "with reference to." "Condemnation" is krima, in this context, "judgment," in the sense of the condemnation of wrong, the decision which one passes on the faults of others.
Enoch wrote beforehand (prophesied) concerning the fact of the stealthy entrance of these men into the midst of the people of God and true doctrine, the word "this" referring to their creeping in unawares, the word "condemnation" (judgment) speaking of the estimation of their activities as being wrong. 
These men are called ungodly. The word is asebes, "destitute of reverential awe toward God, impious." "Turning" is metatithemi, "to transpose" two things, one of which is put in place of the other. Thus, these false teachers put lasciviousness in the place of the grace of God. "Lasciviousness" is aselgeia. 
The Aselgeia person is he who in the words of Trench "acknowledges no restraints, who dares whatever his caprice and wanton petulance may suggest." The word "wantonness" best translates it. The meaning of the word partakes of the spirit of anarchy. That is the spirit of Modernism which refuses to acknowledge the authority of God's Word, and itself sits in judgment upon it. 
Now, what is involved in their act of "denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ"? The word "deny" is arneomai, "to deny, disown." It is used of followers of Jesus who, for fear of death or persecution, deny that Jesus is their Master, and desert His cause; also of those who deny God and Christ, who by cherishing and disseminating pernicious opinions and immorality, are adjudged to have apostatized from God and Christ (Thayer). 

Jude 4
The word "God" is not found in the best texts. "Lord" is not Kurios in the Greek text, the usual word for "lord," but despotes, which speaks of one who is the absolute owner, and has uncontrolled power over another. The word despotes is always used of God the Father in the Greek N.T., except in 2 Peter 2:1, and the adjective "only" is used elsewhere of the Father only. 
‘For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, [Belief beside-into-slip for any humans  the old having-been-before-written into this judgment] ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, [un-reverent the of-the God of-us grace after-placing into wantonness] and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. [And the only owner and Master of-us Jesus Anointed.].’ Jude 4 + Concordant Greek Text 400 AD.
‘For certain men have falsely entered among you, and these were foreordained from the very beginning to this condemnation; they are ungodly men, turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Syriac Peshitta Text Jude 4

Note: So even though the Greek use Master in place of the word God, the Peshitta uses the word God. And since the Syriac Peshitta Text is older than our Greek Texts. I choose to use them. 













Paul the Learner

It would seem therefore that God the Father is in view here and God the Son in the words "our Lord Jesus Christ." Mayor suggests that the two manifestations of the Godhead are presented here to combat the Gnostic denial of the union of the divine and human in one Person. 
This authority says that "Westcott notes that a common Gnostic theory was that 'the Aeon Christ' descended upon the man Jesus at His baptism and left Him before His passion. Those who held such a doctrine denied ... the union of the divine and human in one Person ... and this denial involves the ideas of sonship and fatherhood as correlative, but because ... it is only in the Son that we have the full revelation of God as Father." Modernism is Unitarian in its theology, and this description of a false teacher of the first century fits the Modernist of the twentieth. 

Translation. For certain men entered surreptitiously who were of old predicted with reference to this judgment, (men) destitute of reverential awe towards God, putting anarchy in the place of the grace of God, and denying the only absolute Master and our Lord Jesus Christ. (Wuest)
Jude 5-11

5 Old and New Apostates 
But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said,” The Lord rebuke you!" 10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. NKJV
THE VICTORY (Jude 5-7).
Like the Apostle Peter, Jude reached back into Old Testament history and gave three examples of God's victory over those who had resisted his authority and turned from the truth. Peter referred to the fallen angels, Noah, and Lot (2 Peter 2:4-9) and followed the historical order. He also emphasized God's deliverance of the righteous as well as His judgment of the ungodly Jude, however, did not mention Noah and the Flood, but instead used the nation Israel as his example.

THE POINT MADE.
The point Jude was making is that God judges apostates. Therefore, the false teachers who had crept into the church would also one day be judged. Their seeming success would not last; God would have the last word.

1. Israel (v. 5). 
Both Paul (1 Cor 10) and the author of Hebrews (Heb 3-4) used the experiences of Israel to illustrate important spiritual truths. The nation was delivered from Egypt by the power of God and brought to the border of the Promised Land. But the people were afraid and did not have the faith to enter in and possess the land (see Num 13-14). Moses, Joshua, and Caleb tried to encourage the people to obey God by faith, but the people refused. In fact, the leaders of the tribes even wanted to organize and go back to Egypt, the place of bondage!

GOD CANNOT TOLERATE REBELLION.
This was rebellion against the will and the Word of God and God cannot tolerate rebellion. As a result, everybody in the camp twenty years and older was destined to die at some time in the next forty years. Their unbelief led to their extermination.

PRIVILEGES ALSO BRING RESPONSIBILITIES & GOD WILL NOT PASS OVER SINS.
Keep in mind that Jude was using a historical event as an illustration, and we must not press every detail. The entire nation was delivered from Egypt, but that does not mean that each individual was personally saved through faith in the Lord. The main point of the account is that privileges bring responsibilities and God cannot lightly pass over the sins of His people. If any of Jude's readers dared to follow the false teachers, they too would face the discipline of God. "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor 10:12).
2. The fallen angels (Jude 6)
We studied this illustration in 2 Peter 2:4, but Jude seems to add a new dimension to it by associating the fall of the angels with the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 7, "even as ... in like manner"). Some Bible students believe that Jude was teaching not only a revolt of the angels against God, but also an invasion of earth by these fallen angels. They point to Gen 6:1-4 and claim that "the sons of God" were fallen angels who assumed human bodies, cohabited with the daughters of men, and produced a race of giants on the earth. This was one reason that God sent the Flood.

SONS SPEAKS OF GOOD AND NOT EVIL ANGELS.
As attractive and popular as this view is, I must confess that I have a difficult time accepting it. It is true that "the sons of God" is a title for angels (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7), but always for unfallen angels. Would the Holy Spirit, writing through Moses, call rebellious angels "the sons of God"? I doubt it.

CHAPTER ONE

ANGELS ARE SPIRITS AND DO NOT HAVE BODIES, EXCEPT BY GOD’S WILL.
My second problem is that angels are spirits and do not have bodies. In the Old Testament record, we do read of angels who appeared in human form, but this was not incarnation. How could a spirit being have a physical relationship with a woman, even if that is assumed a temporary body of some kind? Our Lord taught that the angels were sexless (Matt 22:30).

GOD SENT THE FLOOD FOR WHAT MAN DID NOT ANGELS.
Third, it appears that God sent the Flood because of what man did, not what angels did. "My Spirit shall not always strive with man. ... And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth. And it repented (grieved) the Lord that He had made man on the earth" (Gen 6:3, 5-6, italics mine). If this "fallen angel" view is correct, God should have repented that He created the angels!

SODOM AND GOMORRAH …IN LIKE MANNER…ARE SET FORTH FOR AN EXAMPLE.
Fourth, the phrases "even as" and "in Like manner" in Gen 6:7 need not be interpreted to say that the angels did what the Sodomites did, namely, "going after strange flesh." Notice the grammatical connections in the verse, and you will get the message: "Even as Sodom and Gomorrah ... in like manner ... are set forth for an example." The angels are an example of God's judgment and so is Sodom and Gomorrah.
GENESIS 6:4 SHOWS THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THAT ARGUMENT.
I might add that Gen 6:4 presents a strong argument against the view that fallen angels cohabited with women and produced a race of giants. "There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that' (italics mine). This would mean that a second invasion of fallen angels had to take place! We have no record of this in Scripture.

REBELLIOUS ANGELS ARE CHAINED AWAITING JUDGMENT.
Finally, both Peter and Jude state clearly that these rebellious angels are chained in darkness and reserved for judgment. They would have to have invaded the earth prior to being arrested and chained by God. We wonder why God would have permitted them to "run loose" long enough to get the women into sin and help to cause the great Flood. The whole explanation, though held by teachers whom I respect, to me seems a bit fantastic. 
The simplest explanation of Gen 6 is that the godly fine of Seth ("the sons of God") began to mingle with the ungodly line of Cain, and this broke down the walls of separation, resulting in compromise and eventually degrading sin. [Rabbi Hertz also believes this see my study on Genesis at www.lakesideministries.com]  But regardless of which interpretation you accept, keep the main lesson in mind: the angels rebelled and were punished for their rebellion.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)






FIRST ASTATE   Archeen

NT: 746 (5). The first place, principality, rule, magistracy (compare English "authorities") (archoo tinos): Luke 12:11; 20:20; Titus 3:1; office given in charge (Gen 40:13, 21; 2 Macc. 4:10, etc.), Jude 6. Hence, the term is transferred by Paul to angels and demons holding dominions entrusted to them in the order of things (see Angelos, 2 (compare Lightfoot on Col 1:16; Meyer on Eph 1:21)). (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
CHAPTER ONE

           3. Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 7).
Both Peter and Jude state that God made these cities an example to warn the ungodly that God does indeed judge sin (see 2 Peter 2:6). When you combine their descriptions, you discover that the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah (and the other cities involved) were: ungodly, filthy, wicked, unlawful, unjust, and given over to fornication. They did not occasionally commit unnatural sexual sins; they indulged in them and gave themselves over to the pursuit of lust. The Greek verb is intensive: "to indulge in excessive immorality." This was their way of life - and death!

THEY WENT TO THE DEPTH OF UNNATURAL ACTS AND BROUGHT DEATH.
Strange flesh means "different flesh." The bent of their life was constantly downward, indulging in unnatural acts (see Rom 1:24-27). Those who hold the "fallen angel" interpretation of Gen 6 make the "strange flesh" refer to angels in human form: 

1. But when did the angels invade Sodom and Gomorrah? 
2. And, if fallen angels are meant, how can their sin and the sin of the Sodomites apply to us today?
3. For we have no fallen angels to tempt or seduce us? 
4. Indeed, the men at Lot's door did want to engage in homosexual activity with His angelic guests, 
5. But the Sodomites did not know they were angels. 
6. Another possibility is that the Sodomites were guilty not only of unnatural sex with each other, but also with animals, which would be "strange flesh." 
7. Both homosexuality and beastiality are condemned by God (Lev 18:22-25).
THESE CITIES WERE AN EXAMPLE AND WARNING TO UNGODLY PEOPLE.
These cities were set forth by God as an example and warning to ungodly people today. The verb set forth means "to expose openly to public view." (Interestingly enough, the word was used to describe a corpse lying in state!) But the cities of the plain are not today in public view. It is generally agreed among archeologists that Sodom and Gomorrah are buried under the southern end of the Dead Sea. 
How, then, do they serve as an example? In the pages of the Word of God. No one can read Gen 18-19 without clearly seeing God's hatred for sin and, at the same time, His patience and willingness to postpone judgment. This certainly ties in with Peter's explanation for God's seeming delay in fulfilling the promise of Christ's return (2 Peter 3:8 ff).
1. ISRAEL-REBELLIOUS UNBELIEF.  

2. ANGELS-REBELLION.  

3. SODOM & GOMORRAH-LUST.
The sin of Israel was rebellious unbelief (Heb 3:12). The sin of the angels was rebellion against the throne of God. The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was indulging in unnatural lust. Unbelief, rebellion against authority, and sensual indulgence were sins characteristic of the false teachers. The conclusion is obvious: the apostates will be judged. But, meanwhile, God's soldiers must stay on duty and see to it that these false teachers do not creep into the ranks and start to lead people astray. "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine" (1 Tim 4:16).

CHAPTER ONE
Jude 7 Continued.
KNOW THE WORD OF GOD AND DEFEND IT:

(A) What can we do practically to oppose the enemy and maintain the purity and unity of the church? For one thing, we must know the Word of God and have the courage to defend it. Every local church ought to be a Bible institute, and every Christian ought to be a Bible student. The pulpit needs to declare positive truth as well as denounce error.
(B) Second, we must "watch and pray." The enemy is already here and we dare not go to sleep! Spiritual leaders in local congregations need to be alert as they interview candidates for baptism and church membership. Committees need to seek the mind of Christ as they appoint Sunday school teachers, youth sponsors, and other church leaders. Congregations must exercise discernment as they select officers.
(C) Third, congregations and members must be careful where they send their money. "Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord?" (See 2 Chron 19:2)
(D) Finally, we must have the courage to maintain a position of biblical separation from those who deny Christ and the fundamental doctrines of the Word (Rom 16:17-20; 2 Tim 2:15 ff, 2 John 6-11). This does not mean that we separate from fellow believers over minor doctrinal differences, or that we practice "guilt by association." God's true army needs to stand together in the battle for truth.
Have you heeded the call to arms?

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 5

After referring to the occasion of his letter, namely, the presence of apostate teachers in the visible organized church on earth (vv. 3, 4), Jude speaks of apostasy in Israel and among the angels, and the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah (vv. 5-7). 

"I will" is boulomai, "a desire which springs from the reasoning faculties." The words "though ye once knew this," are an inadequate rendering of the Greek text here. The translation of the best Greek reading here, eidotas hapax pantais, "knowing once for all, all things," that is, all things which pertain to the context in which Jude is speaking. 
Mayor, commenting on the use of hapax (once for all), says, "It suggests something of anxiety and upbraiding, which may be compared to the tone of St. Paul in writing Galatians." 
The instance to which Jude has reference is that of the Jews, after having been convinced by the spies of the truth of God's assertion that the land of Canaan was a land flowing with milk and honey, most productive as proved by the grapes they brought out, yet refused to enter it, not trusting God to give them the land as He said He would do. 
This was apostasy, sinning with the eyes wide open, and could only be dealt with by the infliction of the death penalty. That generation died a physical death in the wilderness. 

Translation. Moreover, after mature consideration, I desire to remind you, (who) know all things once for all that the Lord, having saved the people out of Egypt, then destroyed those who did not believe. (Wuest) 
CHAPTER ONE

Jude 6

From the apostasy of Israel, Jude turns to the sin of the angels. He describes them as those who "kept not their first estate." The word "estate" is the A.V. translation of arche. The word means first of all, "beginning." Thus does the A.V. understand it. The angels left their first or original status as angels, their original position, to violate the laws of God which kept them separate from the human race, members of which latter race occupy a different category among the created intelligences than that of angels. 
Angels are a host. They do not reproduce themselves. There are the same numbers of angels today as there was when they were created. The human race reproduces itself. From a beginning of two individuals the race has grown to the proportions it is today. 
The second meaning of arche is derived from the first, namely, "sovereignty, dominion, magistracy," the beginning or first place of power. The word is translated "principalities" in Eph 6:12, and refers to demons there. Thus, this meaning of arche teaches that these angels left their original dignity and high positions. 
Arche is used in the Book of Enoch (12:4) of the Watchers (Angels) who have abandoned the high heaven and the holy eternal place and defiled themselves with women (Mayor). 
This original state of high dignity which these angels possessed, Jude says, they did not keep. The verb is tereœ, "to guard." The verb expresses the act of watchful care. That is, these angels did not fulfill their obligation of carefully guarding and maintaining their original position in which they were created.
‘But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.’  Daniel 10:13 KJV

Note: The angels are not only messengers but also watch over God’s children:
1. ‘Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.’ Matthew 18:10

2. ‘Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.’ Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19.

They left their own habitation. "Habitation" is oiketerion, "a dwelling-place," here, heaven. "Their own" is idion, "one's own private, personal, unique possession," indicating here that heaven is the peculiar, private abode of the angels. Heaven was made for the angels, not for man. It is the temporary abode of the departed saints until the new heavens and new earth are brought into being, but man's eternal dwelling-place will be on the perfect earth (Rev 21:1-3). 
"Left" is apoleipœ. The simple verb leipœ means "to leave." The prefixed preposition apo makes the compound verb mean "to leave behind." These angels left heaven behind. That is, they had abandoned heaven. They were done with it forever. The verb is aorist in tense which refers to a once-for-all act. This was apostasy with a vengeance. 
They had, so to speak, burnt their bridges behind them, and had descended to a new sphere, the earth, and into a foreign relationship, that with the human race, foreign, because the latter belongs to a different category of created intelligences than they. 
Note: to serve Satan in the defeat of God through demonic possession.           Paul the Learner

Jude 6 
DEMON POSSESSION The control of an individual's personality so that actions are influenced by an evil demonic spirit. Most of those described as demon-possessed in the New Testament are adult men, but certain women were also delivered from the influence of evil spirits (Luke 8:2; 13:11, 16). 
The signs of demon possession in the New Testament include: speechlessness (Matt 9:33); deafness (Mark 9:25); blindness (Matt 12:22); fierceness (Matt 8:28); unusual strength (Mark 5:4); convulsions (Mark 1:26); and foaming at the mouth (Luke 9:39). Most of the New Testament references to demon possession appear in the Gospels and represent the outburst of satanic opposition to God's work in Christ.

The Scripture writers are careful to distinguish between demon possession and disease. In Matt 4:24 demon possession is listed with a variety of symptoms of other diseases including pain, epilepsy, and paralysis. The Gospel writers could distinguish between demon possession and these other diseases.

The features demonstrated by those who are demon possessed are incompatible with a theory of mere bodily or mental illness. The healing of the Gadarene demoniac in Mark 5 had fatal effects upon a nearby herd of swine (Mark 5:11-13). The same demoniac made an assertion of Christ's deity when the disciples of Jesus had not as yet shown any recognition of this fact (Mark 4:41; 5:7). Epilepsy and insanity would not cause such effects as these.

Descriptions of the experience of demon possession do not separate the actions of the possessed person from the actions of the demon (Mark 1:23; Luke 8:28). The power of the demon dominates the personality of the possessed person. Such bizarre behavior as masochism (Mark 5:5) and an unnatural voice (Mark 5:7) stems from the demon's control of the individual's self-expression.

Jesus treated the cases of demon possession as realities. He was neither putting on a performance nor pretending to agree with superstitious attitudes of the Jews. In His discussions with the Jews He assumed the reality of demon possession when He affirmed that His casting out of devils showed that the kingdom of God had come to His hearers (Matt 12:23-27). The Jews of Jesus' time superstitiously believed that demons were lurking at every corner. They thought they could find them in rivers, seas, and on mountaintops. Demons were blamed for toothaches, headaches, broken bones, and outbursts of jealousy and anger. By way of contrast to this practice, the response of Jesus and the New Testament writers is very restrained.

The cure for demon possession in the New Testament is always faith in the power of Christ. The New Testament never shows Jesus or the apostles using magical rites to deliver the afflicted from demon possession. Whenever Christ spoke the word, the demons were forced to obey Him (Mark 1:27; Luke 4:41). Jesus entrusted this same power of exorcism to His disciples as they went out on mission for Him (Matt 10:8).

Missionaries and Christian workers in foreign countries have encountered the biblical type of demon possession in some of their work. Those individuals who have experienced a release from demon possession by spiritual means have been able to lead normal healthy lives. Psychiatrists would describe demon possession in terms quite different from the Bible. The most useful solution to the problem will assume that the evil of human nature renders the mind especially susceptible to the influence of personal agents of evil.
Thomas D. Lea (From Holman Bible Dictionary. Copyright © 1991 by Holman Bible Publishers. All rights reserved.)
Jude 6 Continued.
DEVIL

New Testament Teaching By the time the New Testament books was written, God had led their authors to a clear-cut doctrine of Satan. This doctrine located an origin of evil in Satan. This recognizes the reality of evil outside and beyond the scope of human will. The New Testament avoids identifying evil with the direct will of God and keeps it always and finally subordinate to God.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke clearly accept and teach a doctrine of a personal Satan and his agents called fallen angels or demons (Mark 3:22). Matt 4:1 tells of Jesus being tempted by the devil in the wilderness. In Matt 25:41 even hell is described as being prepared for the devil and his angels. Satan and demons are seen as able to inflict disease (Matt 17:5-18; Luke 13:16). Satan possessed Judas (Luke 22:3). John saw Satan as the prince of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11) with the whole world in his power (1 John 5:19).

The Apostle Paul's world view teaches that Satan is the god of this age. The cosmos or unredeemed world is at present under Satan's power. Satan is now the "commander of the spiritual powers of the air" (Eph 2:2 REB) and leads "the superhuman forces of evil in the heavenly realms" (Eph 6:12 REB).

The general New Testament Epistles describe Satan's activities graphically. 2 Peter 2:4 speaks of the "angels that sinned" and Jude 6 of the "angels which kept not their first estate." The constant use of violence and deceit by Satan requires that believers manifest courage and extreme vigilance (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9).

The book of Revelation sees Satan's activities as involving not only individuals but communities. Political forces can become servants of the devil (Rev 12; 13). Rev 2:13 even speaks of a throne of Satan.

It should be remembered that the New Testament teaches that Satan and his demonic allies are not coequal with God. He is a created being who has rebelled and can tempt — but not force. The main concern of the Bible is not with the devil but with God and the gospel of His grace. Satan and the demonic forces have been overcome by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The New Testament never allows complete pessimism. In the end Satan and his angels will be completely overcome. In fact, Jesus came into the world to "destroy the works of the devil" (1 John 3:8). The cross was a decisive victory over Satan and Satan's host (Col 2:15). This victory insured that countless numbers would be delivered from the dominion of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Christ (Col 1:13).

(From Holman Bible Dictionary. Copyright © 1991 by Holman Bible Publishers. All rights reserved.)

These angels are reserved in everlasting chains under darkness. "Reserved" is tereœ, and is in the perfect tense. That is, they have been placed under a complete and careful guard, with the result that they are in a state of being under this complete and careful guard continually. 

These angels are carefully guarded in everlasting chains. "Chains" is desmos, "a band or bond." The word does not indicate that the angels are chained, but that they are in custody, detained in a certain place. The custody is everlasting. The Greek word is aidios, "everlasting." "Darkness" is zophos, "darkness, blackness," used of the darkness of the nether world. 
 ONE







SECTION TWO
Jude 6 Continued.
"Unto" is eis which can very well be translated here, "with a view to." That is, these angels are in the custody of God, carefully guarded with a view to "the judgment of the great day." That day will be the Day of the Lord, more specifically, the time of the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11-15). 
Peter in his second epistle (2:4), tells us that the place of their present incarceration is Tartarus, the prison house of fallen angels. He mentions them again in his first epistle (3:19, 20), and the fact that our Lord, between His death and resurrection, went there and made a proclamation to them. Please see treatment of this subject in the author's book, First Peter in the Greek New Testament. 

Translation. And angels who did not carefully guard their original position of preeminent dignity, but abandoned once for all their own private dwelling-place, with a view to the judgment of the great day, in everlasting bonds under darkness, He has put under careful guard. (Wuest)
Jude 5-7

5-7 Three examples warn that God does not tolerate those who “pervert God's grace” (vv. 3 b-4&N). The Lord who once delivered the people...later destroyed them. Compare Romans 11:19-22, Hebrews 3:7-4:11&NN. On v. 6 see 2 Peter 2:4&N. On v. 7 see 2 Peter 2:5-9 N.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Jude 7

This verse begins with hœs, an adverb of comparison having the meanings of "in the same manner as, after the fashion of, as, just as." Here it introduces a comparison showing a likeness between the angels of verse 6 and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah of this verse. But the likeness between them is the fact that both were guilty of committing sin. 

‘And the angels that did not keep their first estate but left their own habitation he has reserved in ever lasting chains under darkness until the judgment of the great day.’ (Jude 6 Peshitta text)
1. Ever lasting chains.

2. The judgment of the great day.

‘Even as Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring cities which in like manner gave themselves over to fornication, and followed after other carnal lusts, are condemned to judgment and placed under everlasting fire;’ (Jude 7 Peshitta text) 

1. Ever lasting fire.

2. Condemned to judgment. ‘…It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.’ Matthew 10:15
The subject is two fold; (a) Ever lasting chains, and Everlasting fire and (b) The judgment of the great day. It has nothing to do with homosexual activities of men and angels.           Paul the Learner
The A.V. punctuation gives the reader the impression that Sodom and Gomorrah committed fornication and that the cities about them committed fornication in like manner to the two cities named. The phrase "in like manner" is according to the punctuation construed with the words "the cities about them." 
Jude 7

A rule of Greek grammar comes into play here. The word "cities" is in the nominative case. The words "in like manner" are in the accusative case and are classified as an adverbial accusative by Dana and Mantey in their Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament (pp. 91, 93). This latter construction is related syntactically, not with a word in the nominative case but with the verbal form in the sentence. 
Remember we have quoted The Peshitta text which is what the Apostles spoke [Syriac] and has not been changed for over 2,000 years as the Greek text has.  Paul the Learner
 ‘And the angels which kept not their first estate, [Messengers besides the no ones-keeping the of-selves] but left their own habitation, [original but from-lacking the own home-place] he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. [Into judging of-great day to bonds un-perceived under gloom has kept]. Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, [As Sodom and Gomorrah and the about them cities the like manner] giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, [to-these out-prostituting and from-coming behind flesh different] are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. [They-are-before-lying now-effect of-fire Ionian justice under-having.].’ Jude 6, 7 + Concordant Greek Text 400 AD.
Just as the incarceration of the fallen angels is an example of God's judgment upon sin, so the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha "are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." "Are set forth" is prokeimai. The verb means "to lie exposed," and is used in classical writings of food on the table ready for the guests, and of a corpse laid out for burial. 
The word "example" is deigma, from the verb deiknumi, "to display or exhibit." The noun therefore refers to something which is held up to view as a warning. "Suffering" is hupechœ, "to hold under, to put under," metaphorically, "to sustain, undergo." Vincent says, "The participle is present, indicating that they are suffering to this day the punishment which came upon them in Lot's time." 
The reference to these cities is not therefore limited to the ruins of the literal cities, but to the inhabitants who right now are suffering in Hades. The rich man in Hades (Luke 16:22-24) is another instance of the lost who are now in conscious suffering, awaiting the Great White Throne Judgment and everlasting suffering in hell. 
"Vengeance" is dike, "justice, a judicial decision, especially, a sentence of condemnation, execution of sentence, punishment." Vincent suggests "punishment" rather than "vengeance" as the most appropriate word. The same authority states that the best modern expositors render "are set forth as an example of eternal fire, suffering punishment." 
He quotes Lumby as saying, "A destruction so utter and so permanent as theirs has been, is the nearest approach that can be found in this world to the destruction which awaits those who are kept under darkness to the judgment of the great day." "Eternal" is aiœnios, here better rendered "everlasting" rather than "eternal" since the suffering has a beginning but no ending. 

Translation. Just as Sodom and Gomorrha and the cities about them, in like manner to these, having given themselves out and out to fornication and having gone off to a different kind of flesh, are set forth as an exhibit, undergoing the punishment of everlasting fire. 

(from Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
‘And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.’ Genesis 3:15

‘The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a law giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.’ Genesis 49:10

Note: Satan knew that Messiah was coming from the house of Judah and I am sure that through his fallen angels he tried to corrupt mankind through the sons of God [Seth] and the daughters of men [Cain] in order to bring down the human race and destroy all hope of a deliverer.  Paul the Learner 

Jude 8-11

MEET THE APOSTATES!

Jude was not content simply to remind his readers to pay attention to what Peter had written. He wanted to add his own words of warning by describing: 
1. What the false teachers were like 

2. And what they would do to the church. 
The Spirit of God led Jude to describe the characteristics of the apostates, reinforcing Peter's words and, at the same time, adding information. Jude 8-16 and 2 Peter 2 parallel and supplement each other.
But why this seemingly needless repetition? The Apostle Paul gave the answer: "To write the same things to you, to me indeed are not grievous, but for you it is safe" (Phil 3:1). Parents repeat warnings and instructions to their children, and sometimes the children reply, I know that! You've already told me a million times!" But wise parents know that some things must be said again and again for the safety and welfare of their children whether the children want to hear them or not!

All that Jude wrote about the apostates in these verses may be summarized in three statements.
1. THEY REJECT DIVINE AUTHORITY (Jude 8-11)

All authority comes from the throne of God, whether it is authority in the home, the church, or the state. Those who exercise authority must first be under authority, accountable to God. But the false teachers reject divine authority and set themselves up as their own authority.

THE KEY TO THEIR REBELLION IS FOUND IN THE WORD DREAMERS.
The cause of their rebellion is found in the word dreamers (Jude 8). These people live in a dream world of unreality and delusion. They believe Satan's lie, "Ye shall be as gods" (Gen 3:5). Having turned away from God's truth, they feed their minds on false doctrine that inflates their egos and encourages their rebellion. Jude 10 informs us that the apostates are ignorant people who do not know what they are talking about! Jude echoed Peter's description of these men as "brute beasts" (2 Peter 2:12, 22). Animals live by natural instinct, and so do the apostates. When men rebel against God, they sink to the level of beasts.

REMEMBER LAWS HAVE PENALTIES & YOU CAN’T ESCAPE THE CONSEQUENCES.
The course of their rebellion was dearly described by Jude. As a result of their rebellion and pride, they "defile the flesh," living to satisfy their animal lusts. When a person despises God's authority, he feels free to disobey God's Laws and live as he pleases. What he forgets is that those laws have penalties attached to them so that he cannot disobey and escape the consequences.

THEY USE THEIR TONGUES TO EXPRESS THEIR REBELLION AGAINST GOD.
They also use their tongues to express their rebellion against God. "With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us?" (Ps 12:4) The phrase speaks evil in Jude 8 and 1:10 simply means "to blaspheme." 
Jude 8-11
Blasphemy involves much more than taking God's name in vain, though that is at the heart of it. A person blasphemes God when he takes His Word lightly and even jests about it, or when he deliberately defies God to judge him. "They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth. And they say, "How doth God know? And is there knowledge in the Most High?" (Ps 73:9, 11)

THE WAY OF REBELLION IS BUT THE WAY TO RUIN.
The consequence of their rebellion is seen in their own ruin: "they corrupt [destroy] themselves" (Jude 10). They defile themselves (Jude 8) and they destroy themselves, yet they have the idea they are promoting themselves! "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil" (Eccl 8:11). The way of rebellion is but the way to ruin.
ARROGANT SPEECH IS A DANGEROUS THING.
Arrogant speech is a dangerous thing, and so is despising the authority that God has established. Even the Archangel Michael (Dan 10:13) did not dare to rebuke Satan, but respected the authority given to him by God. The name Michael means 'Who is like God?" Ironically, Satan had said in his rebellion, "I will be like the Most High!" (Isa 14:14) and his offer to men is, "Ye shall be as gods" (Gen 3:5).

THE BODY OF MOSES ONLY GOD KNOWS WHERE.
We have no information about the conflict between Satan and Michael over the body of Moses. When Moses died, the Lord buried him and no one knew where the sepulcher was located (Deut 34:5-6). No doubt the Jewish people would have made a shrine out of the sepulcher and fallen into idolatry [See 2 Kings 18:4 the brazen serpent worshiped as Nehushtan], so God kept the information to Himself. The text tells us that "not any man" knew the place, so perhaps Satan did know the place and tried to claim Moses' body for himself. Inasmuch as Satan does have a certain amount of authority in the realm of death he may have felt he had a right to interfere (Heb 2:14-15).
YOU CAN ONLY REBUKE SATAN THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT.
The point is that Michael did not rebuke Satan, but left that to the Lord. It is a dangerous thing for God's people to confront Satan directly and to argue with him, because he is much stronger than we are. If an archangel is careful about the way he deals with the devil, how much more cautious ought we to be! While it is true that we share in the victory of Christ, it is also true that we must not be presumptuous. Satan is a dangerous enemy, and when we resist him, we must be sober and vigilant (1 Peter 5:8-9).

‘Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.’ James 4:7 KJV
"The Lord rebukes thee!" has a parallel in Zech 3:1-5. The prophet had a vision of the high priest standing before God's throne in defiled garments, symbolizing the sinful condition of the nation Israel after the Babylonian Captivity. Satan had every right to accuse the people (see Rev 12:9-11), except for one thing: they were the chosen ones of God, His covenant people, and He would not go back on His Word. God forgave His people, gave them clean garments, and warned them to walk in His ways. This is an Old Testament illustration of 1 John 1:5-2:2.

 Jude 9

9 Although modern Jewish popular ideology holds that angels are a Christian invention reflecting a departure from pure monotheism, actually the Tanakh speaks of them often, and post-Tanakh Judaism developed an intricate angelology which helps to explain this verse. Moreover, the tantalizing brevity of the Tanakh's account of Moses' death together with the fact that “to this day no one knows where he is buried” (Deuteronomy 34:5-6) gave rise to numerous elaborations (see Rev. 6:9&N, 11:3-6&N, and especially 12:7&N).

Here Y’hudah reportedly alludes to a story included in the Testament of Moses, a Jewish writing from the beginning of the first century C.E.; although some portions of it have survived, the relevant ones have not. However, elements of the legend are found elsewhere. Deuteronomy Rabbah 11:10 reports a dispute an hour before Moses' death between Samma’el—regarded in Judaism as the angel of death and often identified with the Adversary (Satan, the accuser; see Mt 4:1 N)—and Mikha’el (Michael; who, on the basis of Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1, is regarded in Jewish tradition as Israel's defender and Satan's opponent; see Rev. 12:7&N). 
Targum Yonatan Jonathan says that Moses' tomb was put under Mikha’el's authority. The Testament of Moses must have added that God assigned Mikha’el to bury Moses' corpse, but when Satan claimed it as his Mikha’el took issue with the Adversary, arguing over the body of Moshe. Yet even though he was one of the chief angels (on this phrase see 1 Thessalonians 4:16 N), Mikha’el did not dare bring against Satan an insulting charge, because he recognized that Satan's role as accuser was given to him by God. 
(This is portrayed clearly in Job 1-2; the New Testament, like the Tanakh, does not consider Satan an independent force for evil, but a servant of God with limited authority.) Rather, in keeping with the warning, “Adonai says, ‘Vengeance is my responsibility; I will repay’” (Deuteronomy 32:25, Romans 12:19), he said only, “May Adonai rebuke you,” echoing God's own rebuke of Satan (Zechariah 3:1-2).

For more on Mikha’el see Rev 12:7 N. Also compare 2 Peter 2:10-13 with vv. 8-10.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Note In Deuteronomy 34:5, 6 we find the death and burial of Moses. Since the name Targum was mentioned, let’s see what the Targum of Palestine says about this subject.

‘Mosheh [Moses], the Rabban of Israel, was born on the seventh day of the month Adar, and on the seventh day of Adar he was gathered from the world. A voice fell from heaven, and thus spoke: Come, all ye who have entered into the world, and behold the grief of Mosheh, the Rabban of Israel, who hath labored, but not to please himself, and who is ennobled with four goodly crowns:
1. The crown of the Law is his, because he brought it from the heavens above, when there was revealed to him the Glory of the Lord’s Shekinah, with two thousand myriads of angels, and forty and two thousand chariots of fire.

2. The crown of the Priesthood hath been his in the seven days of the peace offerings.

3. The crown of the kingdom they gave him in possession from heaven: he drew not the sword, nor prepared the war horse, nor gathered he the host.

4. The crown of a good name he possesses by good works and by his humility.

Therefore is Mosheh, the servant of the Lord, gathered in the land of Moab, by the kiss of the Word of the Lord.’                                                          Deuteronomy 34:5, 6 Targum of Palestine
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THE CONDEMNATION OF THE FALSE TEACHERS.
The condemnation of the false teachers is given in Jude 11: "Woe unto them!" Jude cited three examples from the Old Testament to illustrate the enormity of their sins, three men who rebelled against God's authority and who suffered for it.
 (1) Cain rebelled against God's way of salvation (Gen 4; 1 John 3:11-12). 
By clothing Adam and Eve with the skins of slain animals (Gen 3:21), God made it clear that the only way of forgiveness is through the shedding of blood. This is the way of faith, not the way of good works (Eph 2:8-10). But Cain rejected this divinely authorized way and came to the altar with the fruits of his own labor. God rejected Cain's offering because God rejected Cain: his heart was not right before God. It was by faith that Abel's sacrifice was offered, and that was why God accepted it (Heb 11:4).

THE WAY OF CAIN.
The "way of Cain" is the way of religion without faith, righteousness based on character and good works. The "way of Cain" is the way of pride, a man establishing his own righteousness and rejecting the righteousness of God that comes through faith in Christ (Rom 10:1-4; Phil 3:3-12). Cain became a fugitive and tried to overcome his wretchedness by building a city and developing a civilization (Gen 4:9 ff). He ended up with everything a man could desire everything except God that is.

THE WAY OF BALAAM & THE ERROR OF BALAAM & THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM.
(2) We have already studied "the way of Balaam" (see 2 Peter 2:15-16). 
The "way of Balaam" is merchandising one's gifts and ministry just for the purpose of making money. It is using the spiritual to gain the material (see 1 Thess 2:5-6; 1 Tim 6:3-21). The false teachers were greedy for material gain and, like Balaam, would do anything for money. The "error of Balaam" is thinking that they can get away with this kind of rebellion. Balaam was a true prophet of God, but he prostituted his gifts and sought to destroy God's people. God turned Balaam's curses into blessings (Deut 23:4-5).
While we are on the subject of Balaam, we might note the "doctrine of Balaam" (Rev 2:14) which is, "You can violate your separated position and get away with it!" He told King Balak that the fastest way to destroy Israel would be to corrupt the nation by having the people defile themselves with the heathen nations around them. "You are God's chosen people," was the argument. "Certainly friendship with your neighbors will not hurt you!" It was "turning the grace of ... God into lasciviousness" (Jude 4), and God judged both Israel and Balaam.
(3) The story of Core (Korah) is found in Num 16, 
And it too centers on rebellion against authority. Korah and his followers resented the leadership of Moses and dared God to do anything about their rebellion. In speaking against ("gainsaying") Moses, they were speaking against the Lord who had given Moses his authority. This is a warning to us today, for it is so easy to speak against spiritual or governmental leaders in a careless way (see Titus 3:1-2). God judged Korah and his followers and established clearly the authority of His servant, Moses.
Cain rebelled against God's authority in salvation, for he refused to bring a blood sacrifice as God had commanded. Balaam rebelled against God's authority in separation, for he prostituted his gifts for money and led Israel to mix with the other nations. Korah rebelled against God's authority in service, denying that Moses was God's appointed servant and attempting to usurp his authority.

Jude 8-11

It is interesting to note the verbs that Jude used in this verse. The apostates "traveled on the road" of Cain, "gave themselves over to" the error of Balaam, and "perished" in the rebellion of Korah. The tragedy of rejecting authority! (From The Bible Exposition Commentary.)

Jude 8

"Likewise" is homoios, "in the same way." The A.V. takes no notice of mentoi, a particle of affirmation and often of opposition, meaning "but yet, nevertheless." Vincent says the word expresses the fact "that though they have these fearful examples before them, yet they persist in their sin." 
"These dreamers" ("filthy" is not in the original Greek Texts) is a demonstrative pronoun and a present participle. The verb is enupniazœ, "to dream." It is used of divinely suggested dreams. Thayer gives its metaphorical use here as follows; "to be beguiled with sensual images and carried away to an impious course of conduct." 
‘Likewise also, these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise authority, and blaspheme against the glory.’ Jude 8 Peshitta text [from the Syriac not the Greek text]
"Defile" is minainœ, "to defile, pollute, sully, contaminate, soil." Thayer says it is used here in a physical and moral sense, the word "flesh" here speaking of literal flesh, and thus suggesting the sin of licentiousness. Immorality is thus in view here. "Despise" is atheteœ, "to do away with something laid down, prescribed, established." 
It means also "to thwart the efficacy of anything, nullify, make void, frustrate." "Dominion" is kuriotes, "one who possesses dominion." The word kurios, "lord," speaks of one who is lord or master over another. Kuriotes is used of angels in Eph 1:21; Col 1:16, and 2 Peter 2:10. Mayor says: "On first reading one is inclined to take the words "dominion" and "dignities" simply as abstractions. 
The result of indulgence in degrading lusts is 
1. The loss of reverence, 
2. The inability to recognize true greatness 
3. And due degrees of honor... 
When we examine however the use of the word kuriotes and the patristic comments, and when we consider the reference to the archangel's behavior towards Satan, we seem to require a more pointed and definite meaning, not simply 'majesty,' but 'the divine majesty,' not simply 'dignities' but 'the angelic orders.’... 
We have then to consider how it can be said that the libertines (these filthy dreamers) 'despise authority' in like manner to the above-mentioned offenders. For the former we may refer to verse 4 (denying our Lord), for the latter, to the contempt shown by the Israelites towards the commandments of God. 
So the desertion of their appointed station and abode by the angels showed their disregard for the divine ordinance, and the behavior of the men of Sodom combined with the vilest lusts, an impious irreverence towards God's representatives, the angels (Gen 19:5)." Thus, these false teachers refuse to show proper reverence for the angelic beings. 
"Dignities" is doxa, "splendor, brightness, dignity, preeminence, magnificence, excellence." The word is used, Mayor says, in the singular of the Shechinah, which would suggest that Clement may be right in supposing the plural to be used for the angels. "Speak evil" is blasphemeœ, "to speak reproachfully of, rail at, revile, calumniate." 
Jude 8

Translation. In the same manner nevertheless, also these who are beguiled with sensual images and carried away to an impious course of conduct, defile indeed the flesh, and set at naught authority, and speak evil of preeminence. (Wuest)

Jude 9

In contrast to the treatment accorded the holy angels by these false teachers, Jude now presents the case of Michael the archangel, and his treatment of a fallen angel, Satan. Mayor says, "The story here narrated is taken from the apocryphal Assumptio Mosis, as we learn from Clement ... Charles, in his edition of the Assumption thus summarizes the fragments dealing with the funeral of Moses: 

(1)
 Michael is commissioned to bury Moses, 

(2)
Satan opposes his burial on two grounds: 
(a)
 He claims to be the lord of matter (hence the body should be handed over to him). To this claim Michael rejoins, 'The Lord rebuke thee, for it was God's spirit which created the world and all mankind.' 
(b) He brings the charge of murder against Moses (the answer is wanting). The story is based on Deut 34:6 (R.V.), "He buried him (mg. he was buried) in the valley ... but no man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day." 

Afford says, "St. Jude took the incident from primitive tradition, which tradition, slightly modified, is also given by the prophet Zechariah (3:1-3). That the incident is related as a matter of fact and not as an argument is evident by the very form of it. That, being thus related as a matter of fact, it is matter of fact, is a conclusion which will or will not be made, according as we are or are not persuaded of the authenticity of our Epistle as a part of canonical Scripture; and according as we esteem that canonical Scripture itself." 
All of which means that since we regard the Epistle of Jude part of the canonical scriptures, and therefore verbally inspired, and because the author treats the subject matter as fact, we are to regard it as such. 
The word "archangel" is archaggelos, from arche, "first in rank," and aggelos, "angel," chief of the angels. Michael, the archangel, is spoken of in Dan 10:13, 21; 12:1; 1 Thess 4:16. His name means "who is like God?" He was regarded as the special protector of the Jewish nation. "Contending" is diakrinœ, "to dispute." "Disputed" is dialegomai, "to argue." "Durst" is tolmaœ, "to dare." 
"Railing accusation" is krísis (accusation) judgment and blasphemia (railing), "detraction reviles." Thayer translates, "a judgment pronounced in reproachful terms." Vincent offers, "A judgment of railing." He explains, "A sentence savoring of impugning his dignity." Michael remembered the high estate from which he (Lucifer) fell, and left his sentence to God." 
The word "rebuke" is in the optative mode in Greek, the mode that expresses a wish or a desire. The translation could read, "May the Lord rebuke thee." The particular word for "rebuke" here is epitimaœ, "to rebuke another but without any effect upon the person rebuked, the latter not being convicted of any wrongdoing on his part nor brought to the place of conviction or confession, and for either one of two reasons; either the person is innocent, or he is incorrigible, that is, his heart is so hard that he refuses to be convicted of his sin or to confess it. Satan is incorrigible. Jude knew it, and therefore used that particular word. 
There is another word, elegchœ, which speaks of a rebuke that brings out either conviction or confession of sin. 
Jude 9
Translation. Yet Michael, the archangel, when disputing with the devil, arguing concerning the body of Moses, dared not bring a sentence that would impugn his dignity, but said, May the Lord rebuke you. (Wuest)
Note: I want to inject a thought of how Justin (165 AD) tried to show where demons came from. I don’t believe his theory but I though that it might be useful to see how preachers try to explain things that are unexplainable. If the fallen angels are locked up then where do demons come from?  











Paul the Learner

Chapter 5 – How the angels transgressed.

But if this idea take possession of some one, that if we acknowledge God as our helper, we should not, as we say, be oppressed and persecuted by the wicked; this, too, I will solve:

1. God, when He had made the whole world, and subjected things earthy to man, and arranged the heavenly elements for the increase of fruits and rotation of the season, and appointed this divine law – for these things also He evidently made for man – committed the care of men and of all things under heaven to angels whom He appointed over them.
2. But the angels transgressed this appointment, and were captivated by love of women, and begat children who are those that are called demons;

3. And besides, they afterwards subdued the human race to themselves, partly by magical writings, and partly by fears and the punishments they occasioned, and partly by teaching them to offer sacrifices, and incense, and libations, of things they stood in need after they were enslaved by lustful passions;

4. And among men they sowed murders, wars, adulteries, intemperate deeds, and all wickedness. 

The Second Apology of Justin Page 190 Vol. 1 Ante-Nicene Fathers
‘We may also learn the true nature of demons if we consider the practice of those who call upon them by charms to prevent certain things, or for many other purposes. For this is the method they adopt, in order by means of incantations and magical arts to invoke the demons, and induce them to further their wishes. Wherefore, the worship of all demons would be inconsistent in us who worship the Supreme God; and the service of demons is the service of so called gods, for “all the gods of the heathen are demons.” (Psalms xcv. 5 (LXX).  Origen against Celsus Page 638 Vol. 4 Ante-Nicene Fathers
We know that in many places that demons are worshiped and they are as there leader Satan evil and cause problems as Jesus and the disciples had to deal with. I don’t have the answer where demons came from; all I know is that they are the instruments of the devil.  

Paul the Learner 

Jude 10

Mayor comments: "The libertines do the contrary of what we are told of the respect shown by the angel even towards Satan; they speak evil of that spiritual world, those spiritual beings, of which they know nothing." "Speak evil" is blasph¢meœ, "to speak reproachfully, revile, calumniate." Jude uses two different words for "know" in this verse. The first is oida, speaking of mental comprehension and knowledge, and referring to the whole range of invisible things (Vincent). The second is epistamai, "to understand." Vincent says that it was originally used of skill in handicraft, and refers to palpable things, objects of sense, and the circumstances of sensual enjoyment. 
CHAPTER ONE
Jude 10 Continued.
"Brute beasts" is alogos (Brute) "Without reason," and zœon, "a living being, an animal." The word zœon, "a living being," gives prominence to the vital element, whereas Therion, "a wild beast," gives prominence to the bestial element. Here Jude refers to the false teachers as in a class with unreasoning animals. 
"Naturally" is phusikœs, "by instinct." Mayor, commenting on the words, "in those things they corrupt themselves," says: "The natural antithesis here would have been, 'these things they admire and delight in.' For this Jude substitutes by a stern irony, 'these things are their ruin.'" 
"Corrupt" is phtheirœ, "to corrupt, to destroy." Thayer chooses the meaning in Jude 10, "to destroy." It is passive in voice, thus, "by these things they are being brought to ruin." 

Translation. But these on the one hand revile as many things concerning which they do not have absolute knowledge, and on the other hand as many things, by instinct, like the unreasoning animals, which they understand, by these they are being brought to ruin. (Wuest)
Jude 11

11 The rebellious road of Kayin Cain took him “out from the presence of Adonai” (Genesis 4:16) because he refused to accept God's advice and did not take advantage of any of the five or six opportunities God gave him to repent (Genesis 4:1-16). Cain's road led him to murder his brother Abel, but murder was not the road itself. See Hebrews 11:4 N.

They have given themselves over for money to the error of Bil‘am (Balaam). See 2 Peter 2:15-16 N.

Numbers 16 reports the rebellion of Korach (Korah) against God's appointed leader Moses as a major threat to the community of Israel, eliminated only when God had the earth swallow up Korach and his 250 co-conspirators. Because the false prophets similarly wish to take on themselves the authority in the Body of the Messiah which God has given to others, Y’hudah says they have been destroyed.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Jude 11

"Woe" is ouai, "an interjection of grief or of denunciation," here, the latter. "Way" is hodos, "a road, a way," metaphorically, "a course of conduct, a way, manner of thinking, feeling, deciding." The Scofield Bible speaks of Cain as the "type of a religious, natural man who believes in a God and in 'religion,' but after his own will and who rejects redemption by blood. 
Compelled as a teacher of religion to explain the atonement, the apostate teacher explains it away." 
"Gone" is poreuoomai, "to take one's way, set out, to go on a journey," metaphorically, "to follow one, to become his adherent." The Scofield Bible defines the error of Balaam as follows: "The 'error' of Balaam must be distinguished from his 'way,' and his 'doctrine.' 
The 'error' of Balaam was that, reasoning from natural morality, and seeing the evil in Israel, he supposed a righteous God must curse them. He was blind to the higher morality of the Cross, through which God maintains and enforces the authority and awful sanctions of His law, so that He can be just and the justifier of a believing sinner. 
Jude 11
The 'reward' of v. 11 may not be money, but popularity, or applause." "Ran greedily" is ekcheœ, "to pour out." The verb is in the passive voice here. Thayer says that in this voice the verb "is used of those who give themselves up to a thing, rush headlong into it." Vincent says, "A strong expression, indicating a reckless, abandoned devotion of energies." 
"Reward" is misthos, "dues paid for work, wages." "Error" is plane, "a wandering, a straying about, whereby one, led astray from the right way, roams hither and thither," metaphorically, "error, a wrong opinion," relative to morals or religion (Thayer). Mayor commenting on the error of Balaam says: "Balaam went wrong because he allowed himself to hanker after gain and so lost communion with God. He not only went wrong himself, but he abused his great influence and his reputation as a prophet, to lead astray the Israelites by drawing them away from the holy worship of Jehovah to the impure worship of Baal Peor. 
So these false teachers use their prophetical gifts for the purpose of self-aggrandizement, and endeavor to make their services attractive by excluding from religion all that is strenuous and difficult, and opening the door to every kind of indulgence." 
As to the sin of Korah, the Scofield Bible defines it as "the denial of the authority of Moses as God's chosen spokesman, and intrusion into the priest's office." "Gainsaying" is antilogia, "to speak against," hence, "a contradiction." 
Translation. Woe to them, because in the way of Cain they took their way, and to the error of Balaam they abandoned themselves for a reward, and in the gainsaying of Kore they perished. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
1:-5-16 (E, Introduction Page 2) RETRIBUTION.

E  A  1:-5-7.

Three classes of apostates: Israelites, Fallen angels, and Sodomites.
       B  1:8.

   Lawlessness.

          C  1:9.

       Judgment denounced.
Michael.

             D  1:10.

Corruption.

    A  1:11.

Three individual apostates: Can, Balaam (the soothsayer), and Korah.
        B  1:12, 13.
   Spots in love-feasts.

          C  1:14, 15.
       Judgment predicted.
Enoch.
             D  1:16.
            Walking after lusts.

Jude 12-15

12 Apostates Depraved and Doomed 
These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." NKJV
Jude 12-15

2. THEY RESORT TO DELIVERATE HYPOCRISY (Jude 12-13, 16)
Jude 12 and 1:13 present six vivid pictures of the false teachers and help to explain why they are dangerous to the church.

(1). Filthy spots (v. 12 a). 
Peter called them spots and blemishes (2 Peter 2:13). These men had invaded the "love feasts" in the local assemblies, but all they did was defile them. Instead of adding to the sanctity of the occasion, they detracted from it, like Judas at the last Passover that Jesus celebrated with His disciples. The tragedy is that the members of the assembly did not realize the true character of these men! They thought the men were spiritual!

The Greek word translated "spots" can also mean "hidden rocks." The mariner who is unaware of the hidden rocks can quickly wreck his ship. The pilot must always be alert, for waters that look calm and safe can contain treacherous reefs. Spiritual leaders must constantly be on guard.

(2). Selfish shepherds (v. 12 b). 
The word translated "feeding" means "shepherding." Instead of shepherding the flock and caring for the needs of the people, these apostates only take care of themselves. Jude may have had in mind Isa 56:10-12 and Ezek 34, where the prophets condemned the political and spiritual leaders of the nation ("shepherds") for exploiting the people and caring only for themselves.

YOU SURE IT IS NOT TIME FOR ANOTHER OFFERING?    
It is a serious thing to be a shepherd over God's flock. Our example must be Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep. False shepherds use and abuse people in order to get what they want, and yet all the while, the people love it! Paul marveled at this when he wrote 2 Cor 11:20 " - You don't mind, do you, if a man takes away your liberty, spends your money, takes advantage of you, puts on airs, or even smacks your face?" (PH)

BE CAREFUL OF THE HIRELING.
These selfish shepherds do all of His "without fear." They are an arrogant lot! This is the difference between a true shepherd and a hireling: the true shepherd cares for the sheep, while the hireling cares only for himself, "Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?" (Ezek 34:2) But these apostates ought to be afraid, for their judgment is coming.
3. Empty clouds (v. 12 c). 
Clouds that promise rain, but fail to produce, are a disappointment to the fanner whose crops desperately need water. The apostates look like men who can give spiritual help, and they boast of their abilities, but they are unable to produce. "Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift [a gift he does not give] is Like clouds and wind without rain" (Prov 25:14). They promise liberty, but they can only give bondage (2 Peter 2:19).

GOD’S WORD = THE RAIN AND THE DEW.
The Word of God is sometimes compared to the rain and the dew. "My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall distill as the dew" (Deut 32:2). Isa 55:10 compares God's Word to the rain and snow from heaven that brings fruit on the earth. Like the clouds in the sky, the false teachers may be prominent and even attractive; but if they cannot bring rain, they are useless.

Jude 12-15
4. Dead trees (v. 12 d). 
The picture is that of an orchard in autumn, the time when the fanner expects fruit. But these trees are fruitless! "Ye shall know them by their fruits" (Matt 7:16). Those who teach and preach the Word have the responsibility of feeding others, but the false teachers have nothing to give. Not only are they fruitless, but they are also rootless ("plucked up by the root"); His is why they are "twice dead." What a contrast to the godly man in Ps 1:3!

WHERE IS THE FRUIT?
One of the evidences of true salvation is producing spiritual fruit. The seed that fell on the hard soil, the shallow soil, and the crowded soil did not produce fruit; but the seed that landed on the "good ground" did produce fruit (Matt 13:1-9, 18-23). No matter how much of the Bible the false teachers may quote, the seed is not producing fruit in their own lives or through their ministries. Why? Because they have no spiritual roots. They lack spiritual life.

Fruit has in it the seed for more fruit (Gen 1:11-12). One of the evidences that a ministry is truly of God is that the fruit multiplies. Manufactured "results" are sterile and dead, but true fruit continues to grow and reproduce itself in the lives of others.
5.  Raging waves (v. 13a)

I personally do not enjoy being in or on the ocean (I am not a good swimmer). However, I do enjoy sitting by the ocean and contemplating its grandeur and power. But I certainly would not want to be either in or on the ocean in a storm! There is great power in those waves, as many a mariner has discovered. But Jude compared the apostates to "raging waves of the sea" not because of their power, but because of their pride and arrogant speech. "Their mouth speaketh great swelling words" (Jude 16). Like the swelling of the sea, they make a lot of noise, but what do they produce? Have you ever walked along the beach the morning after a storm and seen the ugly refuse that has been deposited on the shore?

ALL THE APOSTATES CAN PRODUCE IS REFUSE.
Jude may have had Isa 57:20 in mind: "But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt." After that the "great swelling words" of the apostates can produce is foam and flotsam! The true teacher, of the Word brings up the treasures of the deep, but the false teachers produce only refuse. And what they boast about, they really ought to be ashamed of! (See Phil 3:19)

6. Wandering stars (v. 13 b). 
Jude was not referring to fixed stars, planets, or comets, because they have definite positions and orbits. He was referring to meteors, falling stars that suddenly appear and then vanish into the darkness, never to be seen again. Our Lord is compared to a star (Rev 2:28; 22:16), and Christians are (to shine as stars in this dark world Phil 2:15). Fixed stars can be depended on to guide the traveler through the darkness, but wandering stars can only lead him astray.
FALSE TEACHERS ARE FORGOTTEN, TRUE ONES ARE REMEMBERED.
One of my hobbies is collecting books of sermons, not only by famous preachers, but also by obscure and forgotten men whose names once were famous. I have noticed that many a "pulpit beacon" has turned out to be a fallen star! It is disturbing to read histories and biographies and see how "the mighty have fallen." For the most part, those who have been true to the Word are ministering yet today as lights shining in the darkness, while the preachers of false doctrine have fallen into oblivion.

Jude 12-15
God has reserved chains of darkness for the rebellious angels (Jude 6), and He has reserved "the blackness of darkness forever" for apostate teachers. Beware of following a falling star! It will lead you into eternal blackness! As you review these six pictures of the false teachers, you can easily see how dangerous they are and how important it is for the church to keep them out.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 12-13

12-13 Compare 2 Peter 2:17&N.

Waterless clouds carried along by the winds. Compare Proverbs 25:14, “One who boasts of gifts that he fails to give is like clouds and wind without rain.” In Jewish culture, meals have always been festive gatherings meant to foster love; among believers in Yeshua this is seen at Acts 2:42 and 1 Corinthians 11:21.
(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Jude 12

"Spots" is spilas. Vincent's note is illuminating: "Only here in the New Testament. So rendered in A.V., because understood as kindred to spiloi (2 Peter 2:13); but rightly, as Rev., hidden rocks. So Homer, (Odyssey, III, 298), 'the waves dashed the ship against the rocks (spiladesin) ... These men were no longer mere blots, but elements of danger and wreck." 
The word was used of rocks covered by water and thus hidden. "Feasts of charity" is agape, the word for God's love. It was used of the love feasts in the early Christian Church, a fellowship meal eaten by the Christians when they came together for worship. It was eaten at the local church, which in the first century always was in a person's home.
There were no church edifices until much later. "Feast" is suneuœcheœ, "to feast sumptuously with" someone. Nestle, in his Greek text, punctuates the words, "without fear" with "feast with you." That is, these false teachers have no compunctions of conscience about participating in the fellowship of evangelical believers, posing as Christians. 
"Feeding" is poimainœ, "to feed, tend a flock of sheep." It is used of shepherds pasturing their flocks. Vincent translates literally, "shepherding themselves," and quotes the Rev., "shepherds that feed themselves," and remarks, "further their own schemes and lusts instead of tending the flock of God." 
Jude likens these false teachers to clouds without water, literally "clouds that are waterless." "Carried about" is parapherœ; the simple verb is pherœ "to carry"; and the prefixed preposition, para, means "alongside," the compound verb meaning "to carry alongside." Vincent says: "As clouds which seem to be charged with refreshing showers, but are borne past and yield no rain." 
The expression, "whose fruit withereth" is phthinopœrina, made up of phthinœ, "to waste away, pine," and opœra, "autumn." The latter word characterizes these trees as late autumn trees. Thus, the reference is to autumn trees without fruit, at the time at which they are expected to have fruit. 
Jude 12
‘And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.’  Mark 11:13, 14

What a strange thing to do! 






Paul the Learner
‘And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away.’ Mark 11:21

Three things are brought to mind:

1. As the living Word of God the creative force that made all things, His word is law.
2. The Nation of Israel is likening to a fig tree and judgment was coming in 70 AD.
3. The False Teachers are like the fig tree, leaves but no fruit and judgment is coming to them.
So these false teachers, men from whom one might expect the ministration of the Word, are as devoid of spiritual food for the saints as are these autumn trees without fruit. These trees are described as twice dead. Vincent remarks, "not only the apparent death of winter, but a real death, so that it only remains to pluck them up by the roots." 
Translation. These are the hidden rocks in your love feasts, sumptuously feasting with you without fear, as shepherds leading themselves to pasture, waterless clouds carried past by winds, autumn trees without fruit, having died twice, rooted up. (Wuest)

Jude 13

"Raging" is agrios, "wild, fierce, untamed." Vincent says, "Rev. Wild, which is better, as implying quality rather than act. Waves, by nature untamed. The act or expression of the nature is given by the next word." "Foaming out" is epaphrizœ, "to foam up, to cast out as foam." Thayer says that these false teachers are "impelled by their restless passions. 
They unblushingly exhibit in word and deed, their base and abandoned spirit." Concerning the expression, "wandering stars," Vincent says: "Possibly referring to comets, which shine a while and then pass into darkness.’they belong not to the system: they stray at random and without law, and must at last be severed from the lights which rule while they are ruled' (Lumby)." 
Translation. Wild, untamed sea waves, foaming up their own shames, wandering stars, for whom the blackness of the darkness has been reserved forever. (Wuest)
Jude 14-15

14-15 Y’hudah quotes 1 Enoch 1: . 1 Enoch, a compilation of writings by several authors who lived in the last two centuries B.C.E [Before the Common Era or B.C.]., is one of the Pseudepigrapha, Jewish books attributed to famous biblical figures, such as Chanoch (Enoch, Genesis 5:18-24), in the seventh generation starting with Adam (Genesis 5:1). Such attribution was not deceptive but either honorific or a means of identifying the message of the actual author with the character and activity of the supposed one; compare the writer of an historical novel or documentary who puts words in the mouth of George Washington.

Jude 14-15
Y’hudah's quoting a non-canonical book does not make 1 Enoch inspired Scripture, nor does it disqualify Y’hudah's letter. Sha’ul quoted pagan authors at Acts 17:28-29 and Titus 1:12, and no one supposes that their works should be included in Holy Writ or Sha’ul's excluded.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Note: There are two books in my library from the Gnostic Sect of Egypt called, ‘The Gospel of Philip and the Gospel of Thomas. Neither of these books was ever written by Philip or Thomas, they go against the teachings of Jesus Christ. Many times people would put some famous person’s name on the book to make it look authentic.





Paul the Learner
Jude 14-15

Enoch is the Old Testament person of that name (Gen 5:18-24), the man who "walked with God." The quotation is from the apocryphal Book of Enoch SEE. This book, known to the Church Fathers of the second century, lost for some centuries with the exception of a few fragments, was found in its entirety in a copy of the Ethiopic Bible in 1773 by Bruce. 
It consists of revelations purporting to have been given to Enoch and Noah. Its object is to vindicate the ways of divine providence, to set forth the retribution reserved for sinners, and to show that the world is under the immediate government of God. "
Of these" is toutois in dative case. Enoch prophesied with respect to these false teachers of these last days. The translation should read, "Prophesied with respect to these." "Ten thousands of His saints" are literally, "His holy ten thousands." The word "myriad" is the English spelling of the Greek word here, which latter word means in the singular, "ten thousand," and in the plural as it is here, "an innumerable multitude, an unlimited number." 
The translation could also read, "His holy myriads." These would not be limited to saints, but would also include angels. The word "saints" is the A.V. translation of hagios which is an adjective meaning "holy," but can also be used as a noun to mean "saint." Here it is in the same case as "myriads" and therefore has an adjectival function. 
"Convince" is elegchœ, "rebuke so as to bring the sinner to either a conviction or confession of his sin." "Ungodly" is asebes, "destitute of reverential awe towards God, impious." "Hard speeches" is skleros. "Hard, harsh, rough, stiff," of men, metaphorically, "harsh, stern, hard." When used with laleœ, "to speak," it is used of one who speaks roughly. 
Translation. And there prophesied also with respect to these, the seventh from Adam, Enoch, saying, Behold, there conies the Lord with His holy myriads, to execute judgment against all and to convict all those who are destitute of a reverential awe towards go on a journey," metaphorically, "to order one's life." The God, concerning all their works of impiety which they impiously performed and concerning all the harsh things which impious sinners spoke against Him. 

(Wuest)
Jude 16-19

16 Apostates Predicted 
These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit. NKJV


3. THEY RECEIVE THEIR DUE PENALTY (Jude 14-15)

All that we know about Enoch from Scripture is found in Gen 5:18-24; Heb 11:5; and these two verses in Jude. He is called "the seventh from Adam" to identify him as the godly Enoch, since Cain had a son of the same name (Gen 4:17). In a society that was rapidly being polluted and destroyed by sin, Enoch walked with God and kept his life clean. He also ministered as a prophet and announced the coming judgment.

THE BOOK OF ENOCH WHICH IS AN APOCRYPHAL BOOK.
Bible scholars tell us that this quotation is from an apocryphal book called The Book of Enoch. The fact that Jude quoted from this nonbiblical book does not mean the book is inspired and trustworthy, any more than Paul's quotations from the Greek poets put God's "seal of approval" on everything they wrote. The Spirit of God led Jude to use this quotation and make it a part of the inspired Scriptures.

1. ‘And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher?’ Joshua 10:13 KJV Here is the rest for your information. ‘And Joshua said, Sun, be thou silent upon Gibeon: and thou, moon, shine thou on the valley of Ajalon. And Joshua returned; and all the men of war with him, to Gilgal.’ The Book of Jasher chapter 30:11, 12.
2. ‘(Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of Jasher.) The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen!’ 2 Samuel 1:18, 19 KJV Here is the rest for your information. ‘That Caleb, the son of Hezron, invented the bow: for he was a mighty man, and a man of renown. He taught the children of Jacob to shoot with the bow: he learnt his brethren to prepare themselves for the battle.’ The Book of Jasher chapter 6:12, 13.

Yes I do have the Book of Jasher and if you have it you will find this information on Page 9 for Samuel and Page 50 for Joshua. Published in 1934 by the Rosicrucian Press Ltd. San Jose, Calif.

Note: but like the book of Enoch the book of Jasher is interesting but not inspired Scripture. 











Paul the Learner
When Enoch originally gave this message, it is possible that he was also referring to the coming judgment of the Flood. He certainly lived in an ungodly age, and it seemed that sinners were getting away with their evil deeds. But Enoch made it clear that judgment was coming and that the ungodly would get what was coming to them!

SHOWING THE PATIENCE OF GOD.
However, the final application of this prophecy is to the world in the end times, the very judgment that Peter wrote about in Book of Enoch 2 Peter 3. The false teachers mocked this prophecy and argued that Jesus Christ would never come and God would never send judgment. But their very attitude was proof that the Word is true, for both our Lord and His Apostles, as well as the prophets, said that scoffers and mockers would appear in the last days (2 Peter 3:1-4). Enoch gave his prophecy thousands of years ago! See how patient God has been with those who have rebelled against Him!

GOD WILL JUDGE THE WORLD AS REVELATION 19:11-15 STATES.
What does Enoch's prophecy say about the coming judgment? It will be a personal judgment: God Himself will come to judge the world. He will not send a famine or a flood, nor will He assign the task to an angel. He Himself will come. This shows the seriousness of the event, and also its finality. "Behold, the Judge standeth before the door" (James 5:9).
Jude 14, 15
Though it is a personal judgment, our Lord will not judge alone; the saints of God will be with Him. The word saints in Jude 14 means "holy ones" and can also refer to the angels (Deut 33:2; Matt 25:31). However, we know from Rev 19:14; Col 3:4; and 1 Thess 3:13 that the people of God will accompany the Lord when He returns to earth to defeat His enemies and establish His righteous kingdom (cf. 1 Cor 6:2-3). 
A UNIVERSAL JUDGMENT IS COMING.
Over the centuries, the people of God have suffered at the hands of the ungodly, but one day the tables will be turned. It will be a universal judgment. He will execute judgment "upon all" - none will escape. Just as the Flood destroyed all who were outside the ark, and the fire and brimstone destroyed all in Sodom and Gomorrah except Lot and his wife and two daughters, so the last judgment will encompass all the ungodly. The word ungodly is used four times in this one verse! It will be "the day of judgment and perdition [ruin, destruction] of ungodly men" (2 Peter 3:7).
THE JUDGE IS JESUS CHRIST.
It will be a just judgment. God will convict ("convince") them of their sins, declare them guilty, pass sentence on them, and then execute the punishment. There will be a Judge, Jesus Christ (John 5:22), but no jury. There will be prosecution, but no defense; for every mouth will be stopped (Rom 3:19). There will be a sentence, but no appeal, for there can be no higher court than God's final judgment. The entire procedure will be just, for the righteous Son of God will be in charge.

THE RECORD OF THEIR UNGODLY DEEDS, MOTIVES AND HIDDEN DESIRES.
The Lord will have the record of their "ungodly deeds." He will also have a record of their motives and hidden desires as they committed these deeds and even these will be ungodly! He will recall the "hard speeches" (Jude 15) that they uttered against the Lord. The word hard carries the idea of "rough, harsh, stern, uncivil." After all, these people were "murmurers" and "complainers" (Jude 16) and spoke harsh things against God. 
They were not "afraid to speak evil of dignities" (2 Peter 2:10), but at the judgment their words will testify against them. They spoke "great swelling words" (2 Peter 2:18; Jude 16), but at the judgment their great words will bring great wrath.

HOW LONG OH LORD?
There are times when God's children ask, "Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph? How long shall they utter and speak hard things? And all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?" (Ps 94:3-4) The answer is given in Ps 50:3 - "Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him."
"Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13).

"Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 16

"Murmurers" is goggustes, "one who discontentedly complains," here, against God. The word is used of the cooing of doves. It refers, not to a loud, outspoken dissatisfaction, but to an undertone muttering. "Complainers" is memspimoiros, from memphomai, "to find fault with," and moira, "a part or lot." The compound word means, "Blamers of their lot, complaining of one's lot, discontented." 
"Walking" here is poreuoomai, "the word speaks of a planned course of conduct.”Lusts" is epithumia, "a passionate craving," good or bad, according to the context, here, evil. The word "lust" today refers to an immoral desire, but in A.D. 1611 when the A.V. was translated, it meant what the Greek word means, strong desire or craving, good or evil, depending upon the context. 
"Swelling" is huperogkos, "over swollen," metaphorically, "immoderate, extravagant," expressive of arrogance. "Having men's persons in admiration" is thaumazœ prosœpon, "admiring countenances." The Revised translates, "showing respect of persons." Mayor comments: "As the fear of God drives out the fear of man, so defiance of God tends to put man in His place, as the chief source of good or evil to his fellows." 
Translation. These are complainers against their lot, ordering their course of conduct in accordance with their own passionate cravings, and their mouth speaks immoderate, extravagant things, catering to personalities for the sake of advantage. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)


4. MURMURERS AND COMPLAINERS (Jude 16)
Jude 16 completes the description and emphasizes even more why they are so dangerous: they are out to please themselves by taking advantage of others. This reminds us of Peter's statement (2 Peter 2:14), "A heart they have exercised with covetous practices" or, as Phillips translates it, "Their technique of getting what they want is, through long practice, highly developed." They give the impression that they are out to help you, but they are interested only in gratifying their own lusts.

DON’T COMPLAIN IF YOU WANT CHANGE THEN ASK GOD.
What is their approach? For one thing, they murmur and complain and cause people to become dissatisfied with life. While each of us should do as we can, as God enables us, to improve our lot in life, at the same time we must be careful not to criticize God's providences or hinder His plans. The nation Israel was judged because of her complaining (1 Cor 10:1-10), and Christians are commanded not to complain (Phil 2:14-16). If a false teacher can make a person critical of his pastor or church, or dissatisfied with his situation, he then can lead him astray into false doctrine.

YOUR WORKS NULIFY WHAT YOU SAY.
The false teachers also use "great swelling words" to impress ignorant people. Peter called their speeches "great swelling words of vanity" (2 Peter 2:18). They impress people with their vocabularies and oratory, but what they say is just so much "hot air." They also use flattery to manipulate their listeners. They "bow and scrape" and pay compliments to others, if it is to their advantage.
FALLEN HUMAN NATURE LOVES A LIE.
Knowing these things, we are amazed that anybody would listen to these apostates and follow them; but many people are doing it today! There is something in fallen human nature that loves a lie and is willing to follow it, no matter where it may lead. But the success of the apostates is only temporary, for their judgment is coming. 



(The Bible Exposition Commentary)
Jude 17-18

17-18 The majority of scholars hold that 2 Kefa Peter is an expansion of Y’hudah's letter, but these verses suggest that Y’hudah drew on 2 Kefa, since Y’hudah not only 
1, Excludes himself from the emissaries of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah, 
2. But in reciting what they told you he seems to be quoting 2 Peter 3:3. 
3. A third possibility is that both books partly depend on a common source.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Jude 17-19

The Greek has a pronoun which is not handled by the A.V. It is, "But as for you (in contradistinction to the apostates), divinely-loved ones." The word "beloved" does not refer to Jude's love for those to whom he is writing, but to the fact that the saints are beloved ones of God. The word is agapaœ, the distinctive word for "love" used in John 3:16, for instance. 
"Separate themselves" is apodiorizœ, "by drawing boundaries to disjoin, part, separate from one another." The Revised has "make separations." Vincent says: "Cause divisions in the Church. Of those who draw a line through the Church and set off one part from another." 
"Sensual" is psuchikos. Vincent says: "As psuchee denotes life in the distinctness of individual existence, 'the center of the personal being, the I of each individual,' so this adjective derived from it denotes what pertains to man, the natural personality as distinguished from the renewed man ... The rendering sensual, here, is inferential: sensual because natural and unrenewed." 
Alford has an illuminating note: "The psuchee is the center of the personal being, the 'I' of each individual. It is in each man bound to the spirit, man's higher part, and to the body, man's lower part; drawn upwards by the one, downward by the other. He, who gives himself up to the lower appetites, is sarkikos (fleshly), he, who by communion of his pneuma (spirit) with God's Spirit is employed in the higher aims of his being, is pneumatikos (spiritual). 
He who rests midway, thinking only of self and self's interests, whether animal or intellectual, is the Psuchikos (Sensual), the selfish man, the man in whom the spirit is sunk and degraded into subordination to the subordinate Psuchee (Soul). In the lack of any adequate word, I have retained the 'sensual' of E.V., though the impression which it gives is a wrong one: 
'Selfish' would be as bad, for the Psuchikos may be an amiable and generous man: 'animal' would be worse, 'intellectual,' worse still. If the word were not so ill-looking in our language, 'psychic' would be a great gain." Moulton and Milligan in their Vocabulary of the Greek Testament quote from a papyrus fragment as follows, "my human natural powers," where the word "natural" is Psuchikos.

They quote Souter, "the principle of life and the basis of its emotional aspect, animating the present body of flesh, in contrast to the higher life." The word is used of worldly wisdom in James 3:15, and translated "sensual." 
James is speaking of the wisdom (Sophia) which does not come down from above, but is earthly (Epigeios) as opposed to the wisdom which came down from above; it was sensual (Psuchikee¢) human, the domain wherein all that is essentially human holds sway in that it pandered to self-esteem; and it was devilish (Daimoniœdes demonical) in that it raised up the "very devil" in the hearts of both opposer and opposed (Mayor). 
Jude 17-19
The question before us now is whether pneuma (spirit) refers here to the Holy Spirit or to the human spirit of these false teachers, the word "spirit" being defined as that part of man which gives him God-consciousness, and enables him when in possession of salvation to worship and serve God. 
Mayor and Robertson think that the word here refers to the Holy Spirit. Vincent and Alford say that it refers to man's human spirit. Mayor after taking the position that the Holy Spirit is in view here, quotes Plumptre as follows: "the false teachers were so absorbed in their lower sensuous nature that they no longer possessed, in any real sense of the word, that element in man's compound being, which is itself spiritual, and capable therefore of communion with the Divine Spirit." 
Alford says: "not directly the Holy Spirit of God ... but the higher spiritual life of man's spirit in communion with the Holy Spirit. These men have not indeed ceased to have pneuma (spirit), as a part of their own tripartite nature: but they have ceased to possess it in any worthy sense: it is degraded beneath and under the power of the psuch¢, the personal life, so as to have no vitality of its own." 
Vincent says: "the higher spiritual life. So the adjective pneumatikos, (spiritual), is everywhere in the N.T. opposed to psuchikos, natural. See 1 Cor 15:44 46." The present writer decided with Vincent, Alford, and Plumptre, on the basis of the contrast implied which is not between the psuchikos of man and the Holy Spirit, but between man's psuchikos and man's pneumatikos. Of course, since these false teachers are devoid of the higher spiritual life and its accompanying sensibilities, it is clear that they do not have the Holy Spirit. 
Translation. But, as for you, divinely-loved ones remember the words which were spoken previously by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, in the last time there shall be mockers ordering their course of conduct in accordance with their own passionate cravings which are destitute of reverential awe towards God. These are those who cause divisions, egocentric, not holding the spirit. 

(from Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
 ‘These are those who prefer to associate with selfish people because they do not have the Spirit in them.’ Jude 19 Peshitta text

Jude 20-25

20 Maintain Your Life with God 
But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction;   23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. 24 Glory to God  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless  Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 25 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power,  Both now and forever. Amen.  NKJV
Jude 17-25

YOU DON'T HAVE TO STUMBLE 

I read somewhere that the Great Wall of China was penetrated at least three times by the enemy, and each time the guards were bribed!

Jude 17-25

HAVE A GOOD DEFENSE.
A strong defense depends on strong people, and this applies to spiritual battles as well as military contests. If the church is to oppose and defeat the false teachers, then all of us in the church must be strong and able to "stand against the wiles of the devil" (Eph 6:11). There is always the danger of stumbling (Jude 24) and a stumble is the first step toward a fall.

In this closing paragraph, Jude addressed his beloved readers and gave them four instructions to follow if they would stand firm and resist the apostates.
1. REMEMBER GOD’S WORD (V. 17-19).

From the very beginning, Satan has attacked the Word of God. "Yea hath God said?" was his opening thrust when he led Eve into disobedience in the Garden (Gen 3:1). Once we begin to question God's Word, we are vulnerable to Satan's other attacks, for only the truth of the Word can protect us from the lies of the devil. "To the Law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa 8:20).

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Remember who gave the Word (v. 17). While our Lord had many disciples, He selected only a few to be apostles. The word means "one who is sent with a commission." In order to qualify, a believer had to be a witness of the resurrection of Christ (Acts 1:21-22; 1 Cor 9:1). The Apostles lived with Christ during His ministry, learned from Him, and were sent by Him into the entire world to carry the Good News of salvation.

FALSE APOSTLES AND FALSE TEACHERS BEGAN TO APPEAR.
Wherever there is the authentic, the counterfeit will appear; this happened in the early church. False apostles and teachers began to appear and it was necessary to develop a system to protect the church against false prophecies and forged letters. Since Christ had committed "the faith" (Jude 3) to His Apostles, one of the main tests in the early church was, "Is this what the Apostles taught?" When the church assembled the New Testament books, it was required that each book be written either by an apostle or by someone closely associated with an apostle. Apostolic teaching was, and still is, the test of truth.

THIS WAS THE TIME OF NO NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES AS YET.
Jude mentioned the words that were "spoken" by the Apostles, because originally there were no New Testament epistles. Over the years, inspired letters were written by Paul, Peter, and John; we have these letters in our New Testament. We also have a record of some of their sermons in the Book of Acts. We no longer depend on tradition since we have the completed Scriptures, both the Old Testament and the New.

CHECK OUT THE NEW REVELATION WITH WHAT THE APOSTLES, CHRIST WROTE.
Whenever somebody offers you a "new revelation," test it by what the Apostles wrote and by what Jesus Christ taught. You will soon discover that the "revelation" is a he.
Remember what they said (v. 18). They prophesied that, in these last days, mockers would come who would deny the Word of God. Jude echoed what Peter had written (2 Peter 3:3 ff), but Paul and John also warned their readers about the apostates (1 Tim 4; 2 Tim 3:1; 1 John 2:18 ff; 4:1-6). When a warning is given so many times, it behooves us to take it seriously!
WALKING AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS.
The phrase "walking after their own lusts" appears in 2 Peter 3:3 and Jude 16 and 1:18, and it explains why the apostates deny God's truth: they do not want God to tell them how to live. They want to satisfy their own sinful desires, and the Word of God condemns their selfish way of life. When a person says, I have intellectual problems with the Bible," he probably has moral problems because the Bible contradicts what he is doing. The only sure way to know the truth of the Bible is by obeying it (John 7:17).

Before Satan can substitute his own lies, he must get rid of the truth of God's Word. If he cannot argue it away, he will laugh it away, and he can usually find somebody to laugh with him.
Remember why they said it (v. 19). The false teachers want to divide the church and lead people out of the true fellowship into their false fellowship. "Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them" (Acts 20:30). Their appeal is usually, "We have a deeper knowledge of the Word that your church doesn't have! We have a better understanding of prophecy, or of the Christian life, than you do." They offer a "higher quality" religion than that of the Apostles.
THEY ARE SENSUAL AND NOT SPIRITUAL AT ALL.
Not only do false teachers divide the church, but they also deceive the church, because they are "sensual, having not the Spirit." The word sensual means the opposite of "spiritual." This is the way Paul used it in 1 Cor 2:14-16, where it is translated "natural." (The Greek word is Psukikos, which means "soulish.") Because the false teachers do not have the Spirit of God, they must function on their natural "soul power" alone.

THE LACK OF DISCERNMENT IN THE BODY OF CHRIST BRINGS DESTRUCTION.
One of the tragedies in ministry today is that some of God's people cannot discern between "soul ministry" and the true ministry of the Spirit. There is so much "religious showmanship" these days that the saints are confused and deceived. Just as there was "false fire" in the tabernacle (Lev 10), so there is "false fire" today in the church; therefore we must exercise careful discernment. 
How can we discern between the "soulish" and the "spiritual"? By using the Word of God which is able to divide soul and spirit (Heb 4:12); and by paying close attention to the witness of the Spirit of God within (Rom 8:16). A "soulish" ministry magnifies man, but the Spirit glorifies Jesus Christ. When the Spirit is ministering through the Word, there is edification; but when the soul is merely "Manufacturing" a ministry, there is entertainment or, at best only intellectual education. It takes the Spirit of God to minister to our spirits and to make us more Like Jesus Christ.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 20-21

Again, Jude contrasts the saints to whom he is writing with the false teachers, in the words, "But as for you, (in contradistinction to these false teachers), divinely-loved ones." "Building up" is epoikodomeœ, "to build upon, build up," to finish the structure of which the foundation has already been laid, metaphorically, "to give constant increase in Christian knowledge and in a life conformed thereto" (Thayer). 
Jude 20, 21
The papyri afford the following example, "build on it (a sound foundation) your firmness and unshaken resolve" (Moulton and Milligan). "Faith" does not refer to faith as exercised by the saint, for it is described as "most holy," but to the Christian faith, Christianity. The saints are exhorted to build up their Christian lives on the foundation of all that God has done for them in salvation. 
Such as making them a partaker of the divine nature and giving them the indwelling Holy Spirit, together with the Word of God. Mayor says: "The faith here is called 'most holy' because it comes to us from God, and reveals God to us, and because it is by its means that man is made righteous and enabled to overcome the world." 

The words, "praying in the Holy Ghost" show how the saints are to build themselves up on their most holy faith. That is, prayer is the vital factor in the Christian life which activates all the other departments of the Christian experience. 
Note: There is a difference in just praying in our own language and praying in the Holy Spirit speaking in other tongues, and feeling the presence of the Most High God and knowing that even though you don’t understand what you are saying in the spirit, God does and that’s what counts.  Paul the Learner
"Ghost" is the translation of Pneuma, the word in other places rendered "Spirit." "Ghost" is obsolete English as used here for the word "spirit" "In the Holy Ghost" is locative of sphere. That is, all true prayer is exercised in the sphere of the Holy Spirit, motivated and empowered by Him. That means that if the saint expects to really pray, he must be Spirit-filled or Spirit-controlled. 
The fullness of the Holy Spirit is the prerequisite to effectual praying. The Spirit, when yielded to:

1. Leads us in our petitions 

2. And generates within us the faith necessary to acceptable and answered prayer. 
The expression "praying in the Holy Ghost" is also instrumental of means. We pray by means of the Holy Spirit, in dependence upon Him. 
Jude exhorts the saints, "Keep yourselves in the love of God." They are to do this by means of the two things just mentioned, building themselves up in their Christian lives and by praying in the Holy Spirit. "Keep" is tereœ, "to attend to carefully, take care of, guard." The word is expressive of watchful care and is suggestive of present possession (Thayer). 
"In the love of God" is locative of sphere. The exhortation is to the saints, to keep themselves within the sphere of the love of God. That is, they are to see to it that they stay within the circle of His love. Alford says: "within that region of peculiar love wherewith God regards all who are built up on the faith and sustained by prayer." 
This is the love that God is, and the love with which He loves the saints. The saints are exhorted to so build themselves up on their Christian foundation and so pray in the power of the Holy Spirit, that they as a result keep themselves in the place where God is able to shower all of His love upon them. In other words, they are to so live that they will keep themselves in the place of blessing. 
There is no hint here that God will stop loving them, but that they by sin in their lives would make it impossible for God to give them blessings in the fullest sense.
Jude 20, 21
‘My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation [Atoning Sacrifice] for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.’ 1 John 2:1-3 KJV
Note: if you fail God and sin, you can ask for forgiveness and the Lord will forgive you, but if you continue to live a life of sin, then God will seek to bring you back into the fold and if you refuse then He will cast you off and you become a servant of Satan with the Lake of Fire your reward. 











Paul the Learner
"Looking" is prosdechomai, "to receive to one's self, to admit, give access to, to expect, wait for." The meaning of this word seems to point to that part of eternal life which will be given the saint at the Rapture, namely, the glorification of his physical body. 
Translation. But, as for you, divinely-loved ones, building yourselves up constantly in the sphere of and by means of your most holy Faith, and as constantly praying in the sphere of and by means of the Holy Spirit, with watchful care keep yourselves within the sphere of God's love, expectantly looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ resulting in life eternal. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
2. BUILD YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE (V. 20-21).
The Christian life must never stand still; if it does, it will go backward. A house left to itself falls apart. The apostates are in the business of tearing down, but each Christian must be involved in building up - first his own spiritual life and then His local assembly.

SUBJECTIVE FAITH DEPENDS ON OBJECTIVE REVELATION OF TRUTH.

The foundation for our Christian life is our "most holy faith" (Jude 20), which is the same as "the faith which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). There is a sense, of course, in which our faith in Jesus Christ is the basis for our growth, but even that faith depends on what God has revealed to us in His Word. Subjective faith depends on objective revelation of truth.

The Word of God is certainly central in spiritual growth. I have yet to meet a strong, fruitful Christian who ignores his Bible: 
(1) We must daily spend devotional time in the Word, 
(2) Seeking the mind of God. 
(3) We must also study the Word regularly, in a disciplined way, so that we better understand what it teaches. 
The gifted Chinese preacher, Watchman Nee, used to read through the New Testament once a month. This becomes apparent when you read his books, for you are struck with his wonderful insights into God's Word. The members of the Chinese church used to have a saying, "No Bible - no breakfast!" If we followed that motto in America, I wonder how many Christians would go hungry.

POWER TO BUILD A CHRISTIAN LIFE IS THROUGH PRAYER IN THE HOLY GHOST.
The power for building the Christian life comes from prayer: "praying in the Holy Ghost" (Jude 20). The Word of God and prayer go together in spiritual growth. If all we do is read and study the Bible, we will have a great deal of light but not much power. 
Jude 20, 21
However, if we concentrate on prayer and ignore the Bible, we may be guilty of zeal without knowledge. We read the Word to grow in faith (Rom 10:17), then we use that faith to ask God for what we need and what His Word tells us we may have. The Word of God and prayer certainly go together (Acts 6:4). Evangelist Billy Sunday used to give his converts three rules for success in the Christian life: 
1. Each day they were to read the Bible and let God talk to them. 
2. They were to pray; in other words, they were to talk to God. 
3. And they were to witness and talk to others about God. 
It would be difficult to improve on those rules.
What does it mean to "pray in the Holy Spirit"? (Note the contrast with Jude 19 - "having not the Spirit.") It means to pray according to the leading of the Spirit. It has well been said, "Prayer is not getting man's will done in heaven - it is getting God's will done on earth." This agrees with 1 John 5:14-15:

(a) As Christians, we may pray in solitude (Matt 6:6), 

(b) But we never pray alone, - the Spirit of God joins with us as we pray (Rom 8:26-28) 

(c) Because He knows the mind of God and can direct us. 
(d) He can give us wisdom and knowledge from the Word (Eph 1:15 ff). 
(e) He can also help us approach the Father through the access we have in Jesus Christ (Eph 2:18). 
(f) We worship God "in the Spirit" (Phil 3:3), 

(g) And the Spirit motivates us to pray, for He is "the Spirit of grace and of supplications" (Zech 12:10). 
When the believer is yielded to the Spirit, then the Spirit will assist him in his prayer life, and God will answer prayer.

THE BUILDING PROCESS – WORD OF GOD, SPIRIT OF GOD AND PRAYER.
This "building process" in the Christian life involves the Word of God, the Spirit of God, and prayer. But these things, as precious as they are, can become somewhat routine; so Jude added another factor: abiding in Gods love (Jude 21). He did not write, "Keep yourselves saved!" because he had already assured them that they were "preserved in Jesus Christ" (Jude). He wrote, "Keep yourselves in the love of God." Our Lord made a similar statement recounted in John 15:9 - "Continue you in My love."

OVER TIME LOVE WILL GROW IN GOD AND ALSO WITH A HUSBAND AND WIFE.
To love God means much more than to enjoy a special kind of feeling. Of course, as we grow in grace, we do experience deeper fellowship with the Father (John 14:21-24), and we do have times when He seems very near. The Bible compares this to the love of a husband and wife (Eph 5:22 ft). Any happily married couple can tell you that love deepens over the years.

Jude 20, 21
But it takes more than ecstatic feelings to make a successful marriage - or a successful Christian life! There must also be obedience and mutual concern. "But whoso keepeth His Word; in him verily is the love of God perfected" (1 John 2:5). "If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love" (John 15:10). 
We grow in our love for God as we listen to His Word, obey it, and delight in doing what pleases Him that is how we keep ourselves in God's love.
TO LOVE GOD YOU MUST HATE EVIL.

God's love is a holy love; it is not shallow sentiment. "Ye that love the Lord, hate evil" (Ps 97:10). To love God is to love what He loves and hate what He hates! We please Him by doing those things that He commands. It is the dedicated, separated Christian who enjoys the deepest fellowship with the Father in the family (2 Cor 6:14-18).

WE NEED THE FOUNDATION OF FAITH AND THE MOTIVATION OF LOVE.
We build our Christian life on the foundation of faith and through the motivation of love. But we also need hope: "looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." The believer's eyes must be lifted heavenward. "Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13). "Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God" (2 Peter 3:12).

The word translated "looking" (Jude 21) means "earnestly expecting." It describes an attitude of life that is motivated by the promise of our Lord's return. The apostates can only look for judgment, but God's people are looking for mercy. Not only is our salvation from sin the gift of God's mercy, but so also is the deliverance of His church from this evil world. In His mercy, He will come for us and take us to Himself.

We have already noted that looking for the coming of the Lord is a great encouragement to Christian living: 
1. It makes us want to keep pure (1 John 3:3) 

2. And to avoid the things of the flesh and the world (Phil 3:17-21). 
3. Our hope in Christ is like an anchor (Heb 6:19) that holds us in the storms of life, 

4. And Like a helmet that protects us in the battles of life (1 Thess 5:8).

The three "Christian graces" of faith, hope, and love enable us to grow in our spiritual walk. We are able to build on a solid foundation with materials that will not decay. Mere profession with the lips will not suffice. "Not everyone that saith unto Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven" (Matt 7:21). The Parable of the Two Builders (Matt 7:24-27) makes it clear that to obey the Will of God means to build on a foundation that cannot fail.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 20-21

20-21 Y’hudah contrasts “you, dear friends,” genuine believers, with the ungodly libertines of vv. 4-19, and prescribes four things to do. On faith see vv. 3b-4. (Jewish New Testament Commentary)
Jude 22-23
There is some question among textual critics regarding the Greek text here. Both Nestle and Westcott and Hort agree on the Greek which requires the rendering, "And upon some, on the one hand, be having mercy, (those) who are in doubt; be saving (them), snatching (them) out of the fire. Upon others, on the other hand, be showing mercy in fear, hating even the undergarment completely defiled by the flesh." 
1. ‘And on some of them whoever they may be, heap coals of fire; And when they repent, have mercy on them with compassion; despise even a garment which is spotted with the things of the flesh.’ Jude 22, 23 Peshitta texts   [Syriac]
2. ‘And whom indeed be-being-merciful-to-ones-being-thru-judged whom yet be-saving out of-fire snatching whom yet be-being-merciful in fear hating and the from the flesh having-been-spotted tunic.’ Jude 22, 23 Concordant Greek Text 400 AD   [Greek]
However, Alford and Mayor read elegchœ, "to bring to a confession and conviction of sin," rather than eleeœ, "to have mercy on." Mayor then translates, "reprove them because of their doubts," or "convince them when they dispute with you." Alford translates, "And some indeed convict when contending with you." 
The particle men appears in verse 22, and de in verse 23. When these are used together as they are here, they show contrast. This would decide for the reading given by Alford and Mayor, elegchœ, "to convict," instead of eleeœ, "to show mercy," since there is a contrast between these two actions, whereas there is no contrast between the act of showing mercy of verse 22 and the act of saving in verse 23. 
Thayer in his treatment of men and de in verse 22 says, "the one indeed — and but the other," showing contrast. These considerations decide the present writer for Alford and Mayor, even though in doing so he must set aside the findings of Nestle and Westcott and Hort in this instance. 
In the words, "pulling them out of the fire," Jude has in mind Zech 3:2, "a brand plucked from the burning." Commenting upon the words "with fear," Vincent says: "lit., in fear, i.e., of the contagion of sin while we are rescuing them," and Mayor: "The faithful are urged to show all possible tenderness for the fallen, but at the same time to have a fear lest they themselves or others whom they influence should be led to think too lightly of the sin whose ravages they are endeavoring to repair." 

Translation. And some indeed on the one hand be convicting when contending with you; be saving, snatching out of the fire, others on the other hand, upon whom be showing mercy in fear, hating even the undergarment completely defiled by the flesh. 

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
Note: I put in both the Syriac and Greek [400 AD] text of these verses so that you can make your own evaluation of just what was said.  





Paul the Learner

Jude 22-23
22-23 There are a number of textual variants of these two verses; several of them mention only two kinds of people who have left the “most holy faith” (v. 20), but the preponderant evidence favors three:
Jude 22, 23
(1)  Those who are disputing have closed themselves off to the truth. One can neither teach nor save them, only rebuke them, praying that God will help them to change.

(2)
 Others, who have been swept along by the libertine disputers, are themselves relatively innocent but in grave danger of falling away. Save them, snatching them out of the fire, then ground them in the principles of truth.
(3)
 Yet others have fallen into sin but have not lost their basic teach ability, so that they may be restored. To them, show mercy, but with fear, hating even the clothes stained by their vices—love the sinner, but hate the sin. “You who have the Spirit should set him right, but in a spirit of humility, keeping an eye on yourselves so that you won't be tempted too” (Galatians 6:1).

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)



3. EXERCISE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT (V. 22-23).
What should be the attitude of the growing Christian toward those who are being influenced by the apostates? Jude instructed his readers to exercise discernment and to act on the basis of that discernment. He described three different kinds of people who need spiritual help. The New American Standard Bible makes this clear:

And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.
1. The doubting (v. 22). These are the people who are wavering. They are probably the "unstable souls" Peter wrote about (2 Peter 2:14). These people are converted, but they are not grounded in the faith. Our responsibility is to have mercy on them, or show compassion toward them, by seeking to lead them away from the influences of the apostates. This kind of ministry demands a great deal of love and patience, and we must keep in mind that immature believers are like little children who think they know right from wrong If you say no to them, they will only rebel and become more stubborn!

MAKE THEIR SALVATION SO WONDERFUL AND EXCITING.
One of the best ways to draw them away from the false teachers is to magnify all that they have in Christ and to share His love for them in practical ways. Make their salvation so wonderful and the Word so exciting that they will lose interest in the teachings of the apostates. It is not enough merely to refute the false doctrines. There must also be a warmth of love that assures the young believer, "We care for you.”
DON’T FORGET THE MATURE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH.
It is an open secret that false teachers prey especially on disgruntled church members. (Note Jude 16 - "murmurers" and "complainers. ") It is important that the pastor and the people show special love and concern to new Christians and that they also minister to the mature members of the church, lest somebody stray because of neglect. Paul sent Timothy to the young believers in Thessalonica so that he might establish them in their faith (1. Thessalonians 2). Every young Christian needs a more mature believer to teach him how to stand and walk.
2. The burning (v. 23a). Apparently these are the people who have left the fellowship and are now a part of the apostate group. They need to be snatched out of the fire! The angels took Lot by the hand and pulled him out of Sodom (Gen 19:16), and sometimes that must be done in order to rescue ignorant and unstable believers from the clutches of false teachers.
Jude 23a

DON’T GIVE UP ON BACK SLIDERS.
There is probably a reference here to Zech 3:2 and also Amos 4:11. In the Zechariah passage, the "brand" was the nation Israel brought back from the Babylonian Captivity and resettled in their land. God saw the people as a brand saved from the fire. 
In Amos 4, God was reproving the people for not heeding His warnings and judgments - poverty, poor crops, drought, pestilences, war, and even judgments like those that overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. They were as a brand plucked out of the fire, yet they did not appreciate God's mercy.
3. The dangerous (v. 23b). The phrase with fear means "with caution." In trying to help those who have erred, we must be careful not to be trapped ourselves! Many a would-be rescuer has been drowned himself. When an unstable believer has been captured by false doctrine, we must be very careful as we try to help him, for Satan can use him to defile us. In trying to save him, we may be stained or burned ourselves!

NEVER THINK THAT YOU ARE BEYOND THE INFLUENCE OF SATAN.
The principle Jude was laying down was that stronger believers must never think they are beyond satanic influence. Even while serving the Lord and seeking to rescue one of His children, we can become defiled by those we want to help. The Old Testament Jews had to be very careful to avoid ceremonial defilement, and this included even their clothing (Lev 13:47 ff, 14:47; 15:17). If a "clean" person touched an "unclean" garment, then he was defiled.

We certainly must love God's people, but we must also hate sin. Wherever there is sin, Satan has a foothold and can go to work. Defilement spreads rapidly and secretly, and it must be dealt with drastically. If the Jewish priest thought that a garment was infected with leprosy, he had the garment burned.
Not every Christian is equipped to deal with false teachers or with those they have influenced and captured. It takes a good knowledge of the Word, a faithful walk with God, an understanding of Satan's devices, and certainly the fullness of the Spirit of God. It also demands spiritual discernment. It is much easier to instruct new Christians and keep them away from the false teachers than it is to snatch them out of the fire.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Jude 24-25

Mayor comments on the final benediction and ascription as follows: "I have bidden you to keep yourselves in the love of God; I have warned you against all impiety and impurity. But do not think that you can attain to the one, or guard yourselves from the other, in your own strength. You must receive power from above, and that it may be so, I offer up my prayer to Him, who alone is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you before the throne of His glory, pure and spotless in exceeding joy. To Him, the only God and Saviour belong glory, greatness, might, and authority throughout all ages." 

"From falling" is aptaiseos, from ptaiœ, "to stumble, to sin, to make a mistake," and alpha privative which negates the word. The word means in classical writers, "sure-footed as a horse that does not stumble" (Xenophon), and thus of a good man (Epictetus, Marcus Antoninus) (Robertson). 
"Present" is histemi, "to cause or make to stand, to place." 
Translation. Now, to the One who is able to guard you from stumbling and to place you before the presence of His glory faultless in great rejoicing, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord be glory, majesty, might, and authority before all time, both now and forever. Amen.

(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
Jude 24-25

24-25 In addressing God as the one who can keep you from falling, the closing prayer follows the theme of vv. 22-23. This passage is one of the greatest of the New Testament doxologies, comparable with Rom. 11:33-36, 16:25-27; Rev 4:10-11, 5:12-13, 15:3-4. On Shekinah see Paragraph (3) of Hebrews 1:2-3 N.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

4. COMMIT YOURSELF TO JESUS CHRIST (V. 24-25). 
This well-known benediction contains a wealth of spiritual truth for the believer to receive. If we want to keep our feet on the ground spiritually, walk straight, and not stumble, then we must yield ourselves fully to the Saviour. He alone is able to guard us, but we must "keep ourselves in the love of God" (Jude 21). He is able if we are willing!

WALK THE WALK AND TALK THE TALK.
Jude was not writing about the possibility of the believer sinning and falling from God's family. We have noted before that he made it clear in Jude that true believers are "Preserved" as they remain in Christ. He was writing about the believer's daily walk with the Lord and the danger of going astray and stumbling. If we do disobey God, we may confess our sins and receive His forgiveness (1 John 1:9). If we persist in disobedience, He will chasten us in love (Heb 12:5-11). 
The Father has covenanted with the Son that all of His people will one day see and share His glory (see John 17:22-24). Jesus Christ will have the special joy of presenting His bride, the church, before the Father's throne! It was the anticipation of this "joy" that helped Him endure the sufferings of the Cross (Heb 12:2). The purpose of salvation is not simply to rescue sinners from hell, as wonderful as that is. The grand purpose is that God may be glorified for all eternity (Eph 1:6, 12, 14).

Today, there are spots and blemishes in the church, but on that day God's people shall be blameless. Satan will find nothing to accuse. The bride will be arrayed in the righteousness of Christ to the glory of God.

Knowing this, the believer has a strong motive for living for Christ and obeying His Word. We want to bring joy to His heart today as we anticipate the joy He will have when He welcomes His bride to heaven! This is the significance of 1 John 3:3 - "And every man that hath this hope in him purified himself, even as He is pure" (cf. Eph 5:27; Phil 2:15).
Jude 25 is the only place in this little letter where Jude called our Lord "Saviour." Peter used this title five times. But Jude opened his letter by reminding his readers of "the common salvation" (Jude 3) that they shared because of their faith in Jesus Christ It is not enough to say that Jesus Christ is "a savior," or "the Saviour"; we must say that He is "our Saviour - my Saviour."

Jude 24, 25
He is not only our Saviour, but He is "the only wise God." He can give you the wisdom you need to live your life to the glory of God. The Use teachers boasted of their special knowledge, but they lacked spiritual wisdom. God gives wisdom to those who ask Him (James 1:5), provided they are sincerely willing to obey Him. If Christians would seek the wisdom of God in the Word of God, they would not stumble into the traps of the false teachers, but would walk to please the Lord (Col 1:9-10).

Why should we walk in obedience to God's will? So that Christ might receive the glory!

Glory is the sum total of all that God is and all that God does. Everything about Him is glorious! The glory of man fades as the mown grass, but the glory of God goes on eternally.

Majesty means "greatness, magnificence." Only God is great. When we praise God, we praise the most magnificent Person in the universe. He is not simply King, He is King of kings! He is not simply Lord; He is Lord of lords!

Dominion has to do with God's sovereignty and rule over all things. The Greek word means "strength, might," but it carries the idea of complete control over all things.

Power means "authority," which is the right to use power. All authority belongs to Jesus Christ (Matt 28:18), including authority over the powers of darkness (Eph 1:19-23). As we yield to Him, we share His authority and accomplish His will.
You don't have to stumble.

If you will remember the Word, build your Christian life in faith, hope, and love, exercise spiritual discernment, and commit yourself to Christ, then He will keep you from stumbling. Be alert!

The enemy is subtle and the dangers are great.

But the only wise God your Savior will keep you safe and one day present you joyfully in glory!

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
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