Jude
Introduction
NOTES ON THE BOOK OF JUDE:

1. Written by “Judas, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James. This is how he describes himself, and we know nothing more of him, save that in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 “Judas” is mentioned as one of the Lord’s brethren*. A very early tradition assigns the authorship to Jude. The James to whom he was brother was doubtless the writer of the Epistle of James, the pillar of the church at Jerusalem (see Acts 15:13; Galatians 2:9).

2. Written probably from Palestine to Hebrew Christians both of the “Dispersion” and those living in Palestine, if we may decide from the Jewish character of the epistle.

3. The contents in part bear a strong resemblance to portions of 2 Peter, but of the originality of both no one need doubt. The tone is one of stern reproof in regard to certain serious evils brought in by men who had professed to receive the grace of God, and he warns of the certainty of the Divine judgment, illustrating from the Old Testament history.
4. The date can be gauged only approximately, but it is thought to have been very early, perhaps A.D. 41-46.
*THE LORD’S BRETHREN

According to Matthew 13:55, the Lord had four brothers (i.e. half-brothers, as we say), James, Joses, Simon, and Judas. He had at least three sisters also, -“and His sisters, are they not all with us?” Had there been but two, the word all would have been the word both.

The Lord is called Mary’s “firstborn” (Matthew 1:25 and Luke 2:7), and the natural inference is that Mary had other children. The Greek word proototokos is used only in these two passages and in Romans 8:29; Colossians 1:15, 18; Hebrews 1:6; 11:28; 12:23 (plural); Revelation 1:5, so that the meaning is easily ascertained.
Had Jesus been Mary’s only son, the Greek word would have been monogenes, which occurs in Luke 7:12; 8:42; 9:38, of human parentage; and of the Lord, as the only-begotten of the Father, in John 1:14; 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9. In Hebrews 11:17 it is used of Isaac, Abraham’s only son according to the promise.
In Psalm 69, a Psalm with many predictive allusions to the Lord’s earthly life, verse 8 reads, “I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s children.” The Gospel history records His brethren in association with His mother. 

After the miracle at Cana, which they probably witnessed, we are told that “He went down to Capernaum, He, and His mother, and His brethren, and His disciples” (John 2:12). Later on they exhibit a spirit of opposition or jealousy, for while He is speaking to the people, His brethren, accompanied by His mother, sought Him, apparently to hinder His work (Matthew 12:46, 47; Mark 3:31, 32; Luke 8:19, 20).
In Mark 3:21 we read, “When His friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on Him; for they said, He is beside Himself.” The expression “His friends” (margin “kinsmen”) in the Greek is hoi par’ autou, “those beside Him,” and it denotes a relationship as close as to identify them with the “brethren” of verse 31.
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THE LORD’S BRETHREN CONTINUED.

Again (John 7:3-10), they showed lack of sympathy with His work, and the reason is given in verse 5, “For neither did His brethren believe in Him.” They are not seen again till, after His resurrection, they are gathered in the upper room with the apostles, and with His mother and theirs (Acts 1:14). 

Their unbelief had gone. James had become a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ (James 1:1), through the appearance to him of the risen Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:7), and, shortly, is a “pillar” of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13-21; 21:18; Galatians 1:19; 2:9, 12). The other brethren seem to have joined in the witness by itinerating; see 1 Corinthians 9:5.
The first clear reference to Jude is to be found in the later 2nd century. It is customary, however, to assign it a date in the second half of the 1st century. No mention is made of the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. a reference which would have been appropriate to the author’s argument (especially at verses 5-7). Another consideration in dating is its close similarity to 2 Peter, which probably made use of Jude. If Peter’s authorship of 2 Peter is of course true, then a date for the book of Jude in the early sixties is necessary.

While individuals like Tertullian and Clement of Alexandria recognized the canonicity of Jude, its general acceptance came relatively late. Jude was written to counteract certain heresies which were infiltrating the church. While these are not names, those who propounded them are attacked in the strongest language. Sodom and Gomorrah, Cain, Balaam, Korah, fallen angels and the devil himself. The letter is characterized by frequent references to other scripture: sometimes to the Old Testament as in the case of the above figures, at least twice to pseudepigraphical literature (1 Enoch and the Assumption of Moses), and even to the teaching of the apostles (v. 17). 
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.

A  1:1, 2.
Salutation.

  B  1:3.
   Exhortation.

    C  1:4.
      Ungodly. Denying.

       D  1:5-.
          Remembrance.

          E  1:-5-16.           Retribution.

       D  1:17.
          Remembrance.

    C  1:18, 19.        Ungodly. Separating.

  B  1:20-23.
    Exhortation.

A  1:24, 25.
Doxology.
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