I, II, III John
Introduction
AUTHOR – John, the “beloved” disciple.
Ancient manuscripts and codices (ancient manuscripts in book form) refer to John as the author.

Three are:

1. Codex Angelicus L – “The…epistle of the holy Apostle John”
2. Codex Porphyr P  -  “ The first epistle of John the Evangelist and Apostle”
3. Manuscript “fscr” – “John, a son of thunder, [saith] these things to Christians”
In addition, the writer of the Epistle speaks throughout with the authority of an Apostle. He claims naturally and simply an immediate knowledge of the fundamental facts of the Gospel (1:1; 4:14), and that special knowledge was possessed only by the most intimate disciples of the Lord.

DATE AND PLACE – 90 to 95 A.D. (approximately) in Ephesus.

There is no specific evidence to determine the exact date. Early Christian tradition points clearly to a late date and this may be fixed with reasonable likelihood in the last decade of the first century. Since the later years of John were spent at Ephesus; and, in the absence of any other indication, it is natural to suppose that it was written there.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE.

A  1 John 1:1-2:17.

Christ.

  B  1 John 2:18-29.

   Antichrist.

     C  1 John 3:1-24.

      Love.

  B  1 John 4:1-6.

   Antichrist.

     C  1 John 4:7-21.

      Love.

A  1 John 5:1-21.

Christ.
1:1-2:17 CONCERNING CHRIST.

A  D  1:1-5.

Cause of writing.

       E  1:6-10. 
   Test of fellowship.

    D  2:1, 2.

Cause of writing.

       E  2:3-6.

   Test of knowing God.

    D  2:7, 8.

Cause of writing.

      E  2:9-11.

   Test of being in the Light.

    D  2:12-14.

Cause of writing.

      E  2:15-17.
    Test of loving God.
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The facts of the Gospel issuing in fellowship and joy (1 John 1:1-4):

1. The introduction to the Epistle corresponds in a remarkable manner with the introduction to the Gospel of John (Compare John 1:1-18). You will see that the two passages are not parallel but complementary.

2. The introduction to the Gospel of John speaks of the Personal Word (in the Greek it is called Logos) and so naturally leads up to the record of His work on earth. The introduction to the Epistle treats of the revelation of life which culminated in the Incarnation, and leads up to a view of the position and duties of the Christian.

3. In the former word (The Gospel of John) the Apostle sets forth the:
Being of the Word in relation to God and to the world (John 1:2-5).

The historic manifestation of the Word generally (John 1:6-13).

The Incarnation as apprehended by personal experience (John 1:14-18).

4. In the latter work (The first Epistle of John) he states:

First the various parts which are united in the fullness of the apostolic testimony (1 John 1:1).

Then he dwells specially on the historic manifestation of the Life (1 John 1:2).

Then lastly, he points out the personal results of this manifestation (1 John 1:3, 4).

5. Thus there is a harmonious correspondence between the two section regulated by the primary difference of subject.

6. In each the main subject is described first (John 1:1, 2-5; 1 John 1:1).

7. Then the historical manifestation of it (John 1:6-13; 1 John 1:2).

8. Then its personal apprehension (John 1:14-18; 1 John 1:3).

THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD

The idea of the Divine Fatherhood, answering to that of human sonship and child ship, occupies an important place in the writings of John. It cannot be rightly understood without reference to its development in the Old Testament and in the Gospels.





IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

In the Old Testament the general notion of Fatherhood was made personal by the special covenants which He was pleased to establish with representative men. He thus became:

1. The ‘Father’ of the chosen people in a peculiar sense (Exodus 4:22; Deuteronomy 32:6).

2. Each member of the nation was His child (Deuteronomy 14; Isaiah 1:2, 30:1, 9).

3. But this sonship was regarded as an exceptional blessing.

4. It belonged to the nation as ‘priests and kings’ to the Lord.

5. And so we find that the relationship of privilege, in which all the children of Israel shared in some manner, was in an especial degree the characteristic of the theocratic minister.
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IN THE GOSPELS.
In the Gospels the idea of Sonship is spiritual and personal. God is revealed as the Giver and Sustainer (Matthew 7:9) of a life like His own, to those who were created in His image, after His likeness, but who have been alienated from Him (Luke 15:11). The original capacity of man to receive God is declared, and at the same times the will of God to satisfy it. Both facts are set forth once for all in the person of Him who was both the Son of man and the Son of God. 
Three thoughts I want to cover:

1. The idea realized in Christ.

2. Declared in the Sermon on the Mount.

3. The elevation of the idea in the New Testament.
1. THE IDEA REALIZED IN CHRIST.

The idea of the Divine Fatherhood and of the Divine Sonship as realized in Christ appears in His first recorded words and in His dedication to His public ministry. The words spoken in the temple: “Know ye not that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). The Voice at the Baptism declares decisively the authority of acknowledged Sonship as that in which He is to accomplish His work (Matthew 3:17; compare John 1:34).

2. DECLARED IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.

The first notice of the sonship of men is remarkable and if rightly interpreted most significant. “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God.” (Matthew 5:9). The Father’s knowledge anticipates the petitions of the children (Matthew 6:8; Luke 12:30), and duly provides for their wants (Matthew 6:26; Luke 12:24). Here and elsewhere the laws of natural affection are extended to spiritual relations (Matthew 7:9; Luke 11:11).

3. THE ELEVATION OF THE IDEA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

From these passages it will be seen how immeasurably the concept of Fatherhood is extended by the Lord beyond that in the Old Testament. The bond is:
Moral



not physical

Personal and human

not national

It suggests thoughts of character, of duty, of confidence which belongs to a believer as such and not peculiarly to those who stand in particular outward circumstances.
EXCERPT FROM “THE EPISTLES OF ST JOHN” BY B.F. WESTCOTT

“The storm which Paul foretold in his Pastoral Epistles (2 Timothy 3:1; 4:3) and in his address to the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:29), had broken over the Church. Jerusalem had been destroyed. The visible center of the Theocracy had been removed. The Church stood out alone as the Body through which the Holy Spirit worked among men.

And in correspondence with this change the typical form of trial was altered. Outward dangers were overcome. The world was indeed perilous; but it was rather by its seductions than by its hostility. There is no trace of any recent or impending persecution. Now the main temptations are from within. Perhaps a period of tranquility gave occasion for internal dissensions as well as for internal development.”
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