THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES
Chapter  Twenty Eight –Key Verse 28 – Rome Reached
Acts 28:1-10

Paul's Ministry on Malta

28:1 Now when they had escaped, they then found out that the island was called Malta. 2 And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. 3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 So when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, "No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live." 5 But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 However, they were expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had looked for a long time and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god. 7 In that region there was an estate of the leading citizen of the island, whose name was Publius, who received us and entertained us courteously for three days. 8 And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed, and he laid his hands on him and healed him. 9 So when this was done, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were healed. 10 They also honored us in many ways; and when we departed, they provided such things as were necessary. NKJV





ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORICAL INFORMATION
Miracles on Malta

28:1. Malta (ancient Melita) was on the shipping route from Rome to Egypt, whereby empty ships would sail quickly to Alexandria to load up more cargoes. It was the stop immediately after Syracuse in Sicily. The alternative proposed site for this island near Dalmatia (Meleda, modern Mljet) is based on a misreading of "Adria" in 27:27 and has no merit; winds from the north could not have driven them there. 

28:2. The Maltese were of Phoenician descent, and commoners there spoke and read only Punic (the late Phoenician dialect of the Carthaginians). But Roman citizens and retired soldiers also lived there, and the island was certainly not considered culturally primitive. Anyone who did not speak Greek was called a "barbarian," and Greeks did not expect kind treatment from them. But Luke's use of the term translated "barbarous" (KJV) in this context (cf. "natives" - NASB; "islanders" - NIV) is not derisive; he indicts Greek racial prejudice at the same time that he displays God's providential care through them. 

28:3. In cold weather some snakes can look like twigs until the heat of a fire stirs them. 

28:4. Ancients argued in courts that their survival of troubles at sea proved their piety and hence innocence; on the importance of arguing Paul's innocence, see the introduction to Acts. In some stories, the impious escaped one form of terrible death (e.g., at sea) only to face something worse (besides Greek stories, see Amos 5:19). "Justice" was a goddess who executed the will of Fortune or the Fates; although the Maltese observers refer to some Punic deity, Luke translates their idea into the idiom of Greek poets. Several groups of Jewish catacombs dating between the  second and fifth centuries A.D. have been found on the island; but if Jewish people were on the island in the first century, this *narrative does not mention them. 

28:5. Adam's rule over the beasts (Genesis 1:26) was cut short by the Fall, but Jewish interpreters of Isaiah 11:6-9 believed that this rule would be restored in the *messianic time, and a few holy men were believed to have that power in the present age. Some Greek initiates to *mystery cults may have practiced snake handling. Paul simply deals in faith with a situation thrust upon him. 

ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
28:6. Whenever similar stories were told, those who survived bites from poisonous snakes or lizards were considered holy men (e.g., the pious Jewish holy man Hanina ben Dosa); Greco-Roman paganism often considered such holy men to be divine or semi-divine. The change of mind on the part of Paul's viewers could strike the ancient reader as humorous, as in some similar accounts in antiquity where a human was mistaken for a particular divinity. 

28:7. Hospitality was an important virtue, especially toward people who had been shipwrecked and were stranded without possessions. Publius is a Latin praenomen, and as the top official he had probably received a grant of Roman citizenship; the title assigned to him here has been found in Greek and Latin inscriptions as the proper title of the island's governor. 

28:8-10. In subsequent times the Maltese were affected by a special sickness due to a microbe in the milk of the goats there; although such organisms would have mutated over the centuries, perhaps a similar illness is in view here. The attacks are intermittent, and the sickness described here is similar to malaria. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener Copyright © 1993 by Craig S. Keener. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)










CHRISTIAN COMMENTARIES
Acts 28:1-10

Paul the Helper (Acts 28:1-10) 

God had brought them to the Isle of Malta (which means "refuge"), where the native people welcomed all 276 of them and did their best to make them comfortable. To the Greeks, anybody who did not speak Greek was a "barbarian." These people proved to be kind and sympathetic. The storm abated, but the weather was cold; so the natives built a fire. After all he had done for the passengers, Paul could well have requested a throne and insisted that everybody serve him! Instead, he did his share of the work and helped gather fuel for the fire. No task is too small for the servant of God who has "the mind of Christ" (Philippians 2:1-13).
One rainy day, a man accompanied by two women arrived at Northfield, hoping to enroll his daughter in D. L. Moody's school for young women. The three needed help in getting their luggage from the railway depot to the hotel, so the visitor "drafted" a rather common-looking man with a horse and wagon, assuming he was a local cabby. The "cabby" said he was waiting for students, but the visitor ordered turn to take them to the hotel. The visitor was shocked when the "cabby" did not charge him, and was even more shocked to discover that the "cabby" was D. L. Moody himself! Moody was a leader because he knew how to be a servant.

The episode of the viper reminds us of Paul's experience in Lystra (Acts 14:6-18). First, the people thought that justice, one of their goddesses, had caught up with this notorious prisoner who was supposed to drown in the sea but had somehow escaped. (If only they knew!) When Paul failed to swell up and die, they decided that he must be a god himself Such are the reasonings of people who judge by appearances. Was the viper a weapon of Satan to get Paul out of the way? The storm did not drown him, but a hidden trap might catch him. As Christians, we must constantly be alert, for either the serpent or the lion win attack us (2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Peter 5:8). We should also keep in mind that we are being watched, and we must use every opportunity to magnify Christ.
 Paul and the party remained on Malta for three months; and, thanks to Paul, they were treated graciously and sent on their way with generous gifts. Since they had lost everything in the shipwreck the passengers were grateful to have their needs supplied. Luke says nothing about evangelism on the island, but we must believe that Paul shared the Gospel with anybody who would listen. His miraculous deliverance from the sea and from the viper, and his power to heal, would certainly arouse the interest of the people; and Paul would want to give the glory to the Lord (Matthew 5:16).   (Bible Exposition Commentary)
ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT

VERSE 1:
MELITA:

This is the modern Malta, an island south of Sicily, described by Diodorus as a Punic or Phoenician colony, and once a famous seat of Carthaginian manufacturers, especially of cloth.
Acts 28:1
The positive reasons for this common belief as to the place of the ship wreck are:

1. Malta lies in the track of a vessel driven by a northeast wind.

2. The reputed locality of the wreck agrees with Luke’s account.

3. The Alexandrian ship in which they re-embarked would very naturally winter there.
4. The subsequent course of the voyage to Puteoli is that which a vessel would pursue in going from Malta.

[They knew] Either from their former acquaintance with the island, or from the information of the inhabitants.

[Was called Melita] Now called "Malta." It was celebrated formerly for producing large quantities of honey, and is supposed to have been called Melita from the Greek word signifying honey. It is about 20 miles in length from east to west, and 12 miles in width from north to south, and about 60 miles in circumference. It is about 60 miles from the coast of Sicily. The island is an immense rock of white soft freestone, with a covering of earth about one foot in depth, which has been brought from the island of Sicily. There was also another island formerly called "Melita," now called "Meleda," in the Adriatic Sea, near the coast of Illyricum, and some have supposed that Paul was shipwrecked on that island. But tradition has uniformly said that it was on the island now called "Malta." Besides, the other "Melita" would have been far out of the usual track in going to Italy; and it is further evident that Malta was the place, because from the place of his shipwreck he went directly to Syracuse, Rhegium, and Puteoli, thus sailing in a direct course to Rome. In sailing from the other Melita to Rhegium, Syracuse would be far out of the direct course.

VERSE 2:
BARBAROUS PEOPLE:

The same word that is rendered “barbarians” in vs. 4, and applied by the Greeks, and afterwards by the Romans, to all nations but themselves, with reference rather to a difference of language rather than civilization.
[And the barbarous people] See the notes on Rom 1:14. The Greeks regarded all as barbarians who did not speak their language, and applied the name to all other nations but their own. It does not denote, as it does sometimes with us, "people of savage, uncultivated, and cruel habits, but simply those whose speech was unintelligible." See 1 Cor 14:11. The island is supposed to have been populated at first by the Phoecians, afterward by the Phoenicians, and afterward by a colony from Carthage. The language of the Maltese was that of Africa, and hence it was called by the Greeks the language of "barbarians." It was a language which was unintelligible to the Greeks and Latins.

[The rain] The continuance of the storm.

[And ... of the cold] The exposure to the water in getting to the shore, and probably to the coldness of the weather. It was now in the month of October.

Acts 28:3

[Had gathered a bundle of sticks] For the purpose of making a fire.

[There came a viper] A poisonous serpent. See the notes on Matt 3:7. The viper was doubtless in the bundle of sticks or limbs of trees which Paul had gathered, but was concealed, and was torpid. But when the bundle was laid on the fire, the viper became warmed by the heat, and came out and fastened on the hand of Paul.

[And fastened on his hand] katheepsen (NT: 2510). This word properly means to join oneself to; to touch; to adhere to. It might have been by coiling around his hand and arm, or by fastening its fangs in his hand. It is not expressly affirmed that Paul was bitten by the viper, yet it is evidently implied; and it is wholly incredible that a viper, unless miraculously prevented, should fasten himself to the hand without biting.

ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
Acts 28:4

[The venomous beast] The English word "beast" we usually apply to an animal of larger size than a viper. But the original theerion (NT: 2342) is applicable to animals of any kind, and was especially applied by Greek writers to serpents. See Schleusner.

[No doubt] The fact that the viper had fastened on him; and that, as they supposed, he must now certainly die, was the proof from which they inferred his guilt.

[Is a murderer] Why they thought he was a murderer rather than guilty of some other crime is not known. It might have been:

(1) Because they inferred that he must have been guilty of some very atrocious crime, and as murder was the highest crime that man could commit, they inferred that he had been guilty of this. Or,

(2) More probably, they had an opinion that when divine vengeance overtook a man, he would be punished in a manner similar to the offence; and as murder is committed usually with the hand, and as the viper had fastened on the hand of Paul, they inferred that he had been guilty of taking life. It was supposed among the ancients that persons were often punished by divine vengeance in that part of the body which had been the instrument of the sin.

[Whom, though he hath escaped the sea] They supposed that vengeance and justice would still follow the guilty; that, though he might escape one form of punishment, yet he would be exposed to another. And this, to a certain extent, is true. These barbarians reasoned from great original principles, written on the hearts of all people by nature, that there is a God of justice, and that the guilty will be punished. They reasoned incorrectly, as many do, only because that they supposed that every calamity is a judgment for some particular sin. 
People often draw this conclusion, and suppose that suffering is to be traced to some particular crime, and to be regarded as a direct judgment from heaven. See the notes on John 9:1-3. The general proposition that all sin will be punished at some time is true, but we are not qualified to affirm of particular calamities always that they are direct judgments for sin. In some cases we may. In the case of the drunkard, the gambler, and the profligate, we cannot doubt that the loss of property, health, and reputation is the direct result of specific crime. In the ordinary calamities of life, however, it requires a more profound acquaintance with the principles of divine government than we possess to affirm of each instance of suffering that it is a particular judgment for some crime.

[Yet vengeance] hee (NT: 3588) dikee (NT: 1349). "Justice" was represented by the pagan as a goddess, the daughter of Jupiter, whose office it was to take vengeance, or to inflict punishment for crimes.

[Suffered not to live] They regarded him as already a dead man. They supposed the effect of the bite of the viper would be so certainly fatal that they might speak of him as already, in effect, dead (Beza).

Acts 28:5

[And he shook off ...] In this was remarkably fulfilled the promise of the Saviour (Mark 16:18): "They shall take up serpents," etc.

Acts 28:6

[When he should have swollen] When they expected that he would have swollen from the bite of the viper. The poison of the viper is rapid, and they expected that he would die soon. The word rendered "swollen" pimprasthai (NT: 4092) means properly "to burn; to be inflamed," and then "to be swollen from inflammation." This was what they expected here, that the poison would produce a violent inflammation.

[Or fallen down dead suddenly] As is sometimes the case from the bite of the serpent when a vital part is affected.

ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
[They changed their minds] They saw that he was uninjured, and miraculously preserved; and they supposed that none but a god could be thus kept from death.

[That he was a god] That the Maltese were idolaters there can be no doubt; but what gods they worshipped is unknown, and conjecture would be useless. It was natural that they should attribute such preservation to the presence of a divinity. A similar instance occurred at Lystra. See the notes on Acts 14:11.

Acts 28:7

[In the same quarters] In that place, or that part of the island.

[Possessions] Property. His place of residence.

[The chief man] Greek: the first man. Probably he was the governor of the island.

Acts 28:8

[A bloody flux] Greek: dysentery.

[And laid his hands on him ...] In accordance with the promise of the Saviour, Mark 16:18. This miracle was a suitable return for the hospitality of Publius, and would serve to conciliate further the kindness of the people, and prepare the way for Paul's usefulness.

Acts 28:10
[Who also honored us] As people who were favored by heaven, and who had been the means of conferring important benefits on them in healing the sick, etc. Probably the word "honors" here means "gifts, or marks of favor."

[They laded us] They gave us, or conferred on us. They furnished us with such things as were necessary for us on our journey.

(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)






CHRISTIAN JEWISH INTERPRETATION

28:6 The deliverance confirms justice, refutes superstition and fulfills Yeshua's promise that believers can expect miracles (Mark 16:17-18, Luke 10:19).

They said he was a god. Compare 14:11-12.
28:8 Yeshua often laid his hands on the person to be healed (Mark 5:23, 6:5, 16:18; Luke 4:40, 12:13). Hananiah Ananias laid his hands on Sha’ul that he might regain his sight (9:12, 17). See also 5:12.

















(Jewish New Testament Commentary)











HISTORICAL OUTLOOK 
Homily 54 - Acts 28:1-10

"Showed," he says, "no little kindness to us-barbarians" (as they were  )-"having kindled a fire:" else it were of no use that their lives be saved, if the wintry weather must destroy them. Then Paul having taken brushwood, laid it on the fire. See how active he is; observe how we nowhere find him doing miracles for the sake of doing them, but only upon emergency. Both during the storm when there was a cause he prophesied, not for the sake of prophesying, and here again in the first instance he lays on brushwood:-nothing for vain display, but (with a simple view) to their being preserved, and enjoying some warmth. Then a viper "fastened on his hand. And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffered not to live." (v. 4.) Well also was this permitted, that they should both see the thing and utter the thought, in order that, when the result ensued, there might be no disbelieving the miracle. 
ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
Observe their good feeling (towards the distressed), in saying this (not aloud, but) among themselves-observe (also) the natural judgment clearly expressed even among barbarians, and how they do not condemn without assigning a reason. And these also behold, that they may wonder the more. "And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god." (v. 5, 6.) They expected him, it says, to fall down dead: and again, having seen that nothing of the kind happened to him, they said, He is a god. Again (viz. as in ch. 14:11), another excess on the part of these men. 
"In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously. And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him." (v. 7, 8.) Behold again another hospitable man, Publius, who was both rich and of great possessions: he had seen nothing, but purely out of compassion for their misfortune, he received them, and took care of them. So that he was worthy to receive kindness: wherefore Paul as a requital for his receiving them, "healed him. So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed: who also honored us with many honors; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary" (v. 9, 10), both us and the rest. 

See how when they were quit of the storm, they did not become  more negligent, but what a liberal entertainment was given to them for Paul's sake: and three months were they there, all of them provided with sustenance. See how all this is done for the sake of Paul, to the end that the prisoners should believe, and the soldiers, and the centurion. For if they were very stone, yet from the counsel they heard him giving, and from the prediction they had heard him making, and from the miracles they knew him to have wrought, and from the sustenance they by his means enjoyed, they must have got a very high notion of him. See, when the judgment is right, and not preoccupied by some passion, how immediately it gets right judging’s, and gives sound verdicts. 





(Archbishop John Chrysostom of Constantinople A.D. 400)
Acts 28:11-16

Arrival at Rome

28:11 After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the Twin Brothers, which had wintered at the island. 12 And landing at Syracuse, we stayed three days. 13 From there we circled round and reached Rhegium. And after one day the south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, 14 where we found brethren, and were invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome. 15 And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 16 Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him. NKJV





ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORICAL INFORMATION
Journey to Rome

28:11. The seas opened as early as February 8 or as late as March 10, depending on the weather; in the year in view here they seem to open toward the earlier date. On Alexandrian ships see comment on 27:6; like most ships, this one would have harbored on the other side of the island. Ships were named for their patron deity (e.g., "the Isis") in whose protection they trusted and whose image was used as the ship's figurehead. The Dioscuri (Castor and Pollux, twin heroes, sons of Zeus who had been deified) were considered special protectors of ships, on whom one might call in a storm. 

ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
28:12. Syracuse was the chief city of Sicily, with a rich Greek and Roman heritage. 

28:13. Rhegium was the Italian harbor closest to Sicily. In the first century, mercantile vessels, including the Alexandrian grain fleet, put in at Puteoli just west of Naples; to have reached it in two days meant that they had made optimum time (about ninety miles a day). 

28:14. The Jewish community in Puteoli had been there a long time, as had Egyptian and Phoenician cults. As the regular port receiving visitors from the East, it naturally received foreign religions as well as goods. Thus it is not surprising to find Christians there; but readers of Luke's day might be more surprised that these Christians offer hospitality to Paul's captors, who accept it from them. 

28:15. In older times, isolated inns had grown into larger settlements that retained the names of the inns. One of these was the Tres Tabernae, or Three Inns, thirty-three Roman miles from Rome on the ancient and famous Appian Way. The "Market of Appius," or Appii Forum, was about forty-three miles from Rome on the same paved road. Jewish communities had existed in Italy for a long time and may have formed the basis for the first Christian groups there (cf. 2:10). 

28:16. Along the Appian Way, Paul and the others would enter Rome's Porta Capena. Paul was loosely chained by the wrist to a soldier (28:20), who would be a member of the Praetorian Guard, Caesar's elite personal guard in Rome, which consisted of nine or twelve cohorts. The Praetorian Guard was commanded by the Praetorian prefect, one of the most powerful men in Rome, who was at this time Afranius Burrus. Burrus was officially responsible for all prisoners from the provinces to be tried by Caesar's court, although the task itself was probably delegated to a lower officer, the princeps castrorum, who administered the Praetorian Guard's officium. Burrus later died with Nero's philosopher-tutor *Seneca during Nero's purges ( A.D. 62). 

*Seneca, Lucius Annaeus
Seneca. A Roman *Stoic philosopher, an adviser to Nero in that emperor's early days.

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener Copyright © 1993 by Craig S. Keener. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)










CHRISTIAN COMMENTARIES

Acts 28:11-16

Paul the Preacher (Acts 28:11-31) 

Whether all 276 people boarded the Alexandrian ship, or just Julius and his guard and prisoners, we do not know; nor do we know why Luke took such care to identify the ship. In Greek mythology, "Castor and Pollux" were the names of the twin sons of Zeus and were revered as the protectors of men on the sea. Many Roman slips bore their image as a Plea for safety. It was 80 miles to Syracuse, another 70 to Rhegium, and about 180 to Puteoli, the port of Naples. This time the "south wind" was exactly what they needed in order to make the voyage quickly and safely. In Puteoli, Paul and his friends, along with Julius and the other prisoners and guards, were urged by the believers to stay and rest for a week; and Julius gave his consent. The centurion knew that Paul had saved their lives, and perhaps he was even getting interested in what these Christians had to offer.

Word had gotten to Rome that Paul was coming, how, we do not know. Perhaps Aristarchus did not go with Paul and Luke on the gram ship, but made his way instead overland to Rome where he met Paul's friends. (At least twenty-six are named in Romans 16.) Or, perhaps a delegation from Caesarea headed for Rome as soon as Paul appealed to Caesar. Julius and his party took the famous Appian Way and traveled 125 miles from Puteoli to Rome. 
ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
The first group of Christians met Paul at the Forum of Appius, about 43 miles from Rome; and the second group met him at the Three Taverns, 10 miles nearer to the city (Some saints will go farther than others!) Paul was greatly encouraged when he met them, as well he might be. Now he could fellowship with the saints and they could be a blessing to one another.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Acts 28:11

[And after three months] Probably they remained there so long because there was no favorable opportunity for them to go to Rome. If they arrived there, as is commonly supposed, in October, they left for Rome in January.

[In a ship of Alexandria] See the notes on Acts 27:6.

[Whose sign] This was ornamented with an image of Castor and Pollux. It was common to place on the prow of the ship the image of some person or god, whose name the ship bore. This custom is still observed.

[Castor and Pollux] These were two semi-deities. They were reputed to be twin brothers, sons of Jupiter and Leda, the wife of Tyndarus, king of Sparta. After their death, they are fabled to have been transported to heaven, and made constellations under the name of Gemini, or the Twins. They then received divine honors, and were called the sons of Jupiter. They were supposed to preside over sailors, and to be their protectors; hence it was not uncommon to place their image on ships. Compare Lempriere's Dictionary.

Acts 28:12

[And landing at Syracuse] Syracuse was the capital of the island of Sicily, on the eastern coast. It was in the direct course from Malta to Rome. It contains about 18,000 inhabitants.

VERSE 13:

FETCHED A COMPASS:
The ancients did not have what we think of as a compass to keep on course. This refers to either the zigzag movement technically known as tacking, or of the more irregular course caused by an unfavorable wind.

[We fetched a compass] We coasted about; or we sailed along the eastern side of Sicily.

[And came to Rhegium] This was a city of Italy, in the kingdom of Naples, on the coast near the southwest extremity of Italy. It was nearly opposite to Messina, in Sicily. It is now called "Reggio."

[The south wind] A wind favorable for their voyage.

[To Puteoli] The wells. This place was celebrated for its warm baths, and from these and its springs it is supposed to have derived its name of The Wells. It is now called "Pozzuoli," and is in the Campania of Naples, on the north side of the bay, and about 8 miles northwest from Naples. The town contains at present (circa 1880's) about 10,000 inhabitants.

Acts 28:14

[Brethren] Christian brethren. But by whom the gospel had been preached there is unknown.

Acts 28:15

[And from thence] From Puteoli.

[When the brethren heard of us] The Christians who wore at Rome.

[As far as the Appii Forum] This was a city about 56 miles from Rome. The remains of an ancient city are still seen there. It is on the borders of the Pontine Marshes. The city was built on the celebrated Appian Way, or the road from Rome to Capua. The road was made by Appius Claudius, and probably the city was founded by him also. It was called the forum or market-place of Appius, because it was a convenient place for travelers on the Appian Way to stop for purposes of refreshment. It was also a famous resort for peddlers and merchants. See Horace, book i. Sat. 5, 3.

ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT

Acts 28:15
[And the Three Taverns] This place was about 8 or 10 miles nearer Rome than the Appii Forum (Cicero, ad Art., ii. 10). It undoubtedly received its name because it was distinguished as a place of refreshment on the Appian Way. Probably the greater part of the company of Christians remained at this place while the remainder went forward to meet Paul, and to attend him on his way. The Christians at Rome had doubtless heard much of Paul. His Epistle to them had been written about the year of our Lord 57 AD, or at least five years before this time. The interest which the Roman Christians felt in the apostle was thus manifested by their coming so far to meet him, though he was a prisoner.

[He thanked God] He had long ardently desired to see the Christians of Rome, Rom 1:9-11; 15:23, 32. He was now grateful to God that the object of his long desire was at least granted, and that he was permitted to see them, though in bonds.

[And took courage] From their society and counsel. The presence and counsel of Christian brethren is often of inestimable value in encouraging and strengthening us in the toils and trials of life.

Acts 28:16

[The captain of the guard] The commander of the Praetorian cohort, or guard. The custom was that those who were sent from the provinces to Rome for trial were delivered to the custody of this guard. The name of the prefect or captain of the guard at this time was Burrhus Afranius (Tacitus, History, 12, 42, and 1).

[But Paul was suffered ...] Evidently by the permission of the centurion, whose favor he had so much conciliated on the voyage. See Acts 27:43.

[With a soldier that kept him] That is, in the custody of a soldier to whom he was chained, and who, of course, constantly attended him. See Acts 24:23; 12:6.







(Barnes notes)







CHRISTIAN JEWISH INTERPRETATION

28:13-14 Puteoli had a strong colony of Jews, so it is not surprising that some of them were Messianic.
28:16 We arrived in Rome, where Sha’ul had appealed to be tried before the Emperor (25:9-11&N).














(From Jewish New Testament Commentary)









HISTORICAL OUTLOOK
Homily 54 - Acts 28:11-16

"And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux.  And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli: where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome. And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and the Three Taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage." (v. 11-15.) Already the preaching has reached to Sicily: see how it has run through (even to those lands): at Puteoli also they found some: others also came to meet them. Such was the eagerness of the brethren, it nothing disconcerted them, that Paul was in bonds. 
But observe also how Paul himself also was affected after the manner of men. For it says, "he took courage, when he saw the brethren." Although he had worked so many miracles, nevertheless even from sight he received an accession (of confidence). From this we learn, that he was both comforted after the manner of men, and the contrary. "And when we came to Rome, Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him." (v. 16.) Leave was given him to dwell by himself. No slight proof this also of his being held in much admiration: it is clear they did not number him among the rest. 






(Chrysostom)
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Acts 28:17-31

Paul's Ministry at Rome

28:17 And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. So when they had come together, he said to them: "Men and brethren, though I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, 18 who, when they had examined me, wanted to let me go, because there was no cause for putting me to death. 19 But when the Jews spoke against it, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that I had anything of which to accuse my nation. 20 For this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain." 

28:21 Then they said to him, "We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere." 

28:23 So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening. 24 And some were persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved. 25 So when they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: "The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, 26 saying,

'Go to this people and say:

'Hearing you will hear, and shall not understand;

And seeing you will see, and not perceive; 

27 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.

Their ears are hard of hearing,

And their eyes they have closed,

Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,

Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,

So that I should heal them."' 

28:28 "Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!" 29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among themselves. 

30 Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him. NKJV





ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Paul, Jews and Gentiles in Rome

28:17. The "leaders of the Jews" (NIV) are leaders of different *synagogue communities; no single body ruled over the whole Jewish community in Rome. The Jewish congregations in Rome were all autonomous, and Christians could spread their views among the various synagogues with relative freedom. The Jewish community there had also made many Roman converts and sympathizers (to the chagrin of many male Roman aristocrats). Many of these sympathizers would be happy to embrace a version of the Jewish faith that accepted them fully without circumcision. 

28:18-20. Imprisonment and chains were not used as punishments but as a means of detention until trial. Paul continues to emphasize the continuity between the *Old Testament message and his own; this point would be important to Jewish leaders and also to Roman readers, who needed to understand that the Jesus movement was rooted in an ancient religion worthy of toleration (even if, after 70, Judaism was unpopular in some circles). 
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28:21-22. Unable to win their case in Judea, Paul's accusers would have even less chance in Rome. By A.D. 62 A.D., the Jewish community in Rome had an advocate with the emperor in his wife (former mistress) Poppaea Sabina — until Nero kicked her to death while she was pregnant. It is by no means clear that the Roman Jewish community was uniformly hostile to the Christian movement (28:24), but they naturally had questions, especially if their previous expulsion in 18:2 was due to Christian teachings. 

28:23-27. Paul's citation of Isaiah 6 climaxes a theme throughout Acts: that most of God's own chosen people reject their *Messiah while *Gentiles accept him is not amazing but the fulfillment of Scripture. 

28:30. At the end of two years, if no accusers had arrived and no charges had been sent against him (28:21), Paul would normally be automatically released. Paul was later arrested again and beheaded, but Luke wishes to end on a note of positive legal precedent, before the corruptions of Roman law introduced by Nero's tyranny. A number of ancient works had sudden endings; and following the pattern of other Jewish and Christian works (but in contrast to many Greek works), Luke wishes to end happily. 

28:31. That Paul could preach under the very nose of the Praetorian Guard suggests that, before Nero instituted his persecution against Christians for political reasons, they were tolerated under Roman law. Luke's defense of Christianity on legal and philosophical grounds paved the way for second-century defenders of Christianity and points the way for Christian lawyers, statespersons and others to work in society today. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener Copyright © 1993 by Craig S. Keener. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)










CHRISTIAN COMMENTARIES

Paul the Preacher (Acts 28:11-31) 

Paul's greatest concern was his witness to the Jews in Rome. They had received no special word about Paul, but they did know that the "Christian sect" was being spoken against in many places (Acts 28:21-22). When you read Paul's letter to the Romans, you get the impression that the Jews in Rome had misunderstood some of his teachings (Romans 3:8; 14:1 ff. The apostle made it clear that his appeal to Caesar must not be interpreted as an indictment against his nation. Actually, he was a prisoner on behalf of his nation and "the hope of Israel." On the day appointed, Paul spent "from morning till evening" explaining the Scriptures and revealing Christ in the Law and the Prophets. He had "dialogued" this way with the Jews in one synagogue after another, and now he was sharing the Word with the leaders of many synagogues in Rome.

The result? Some were persuaded and some were not. When the Jewish leaders left Paul's house, they were still arguing among themselves! But Paul had faithfully given his witness to the Jews in Rome, and now he would turn to the Gentiles. Paul quoted the words of Isaiah to these men (Isaiah 6:9-10), words that described their tragic spiritual condition. Jesus had used this passage in connection with His parables of the kingdom (Matthew 13:13-15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10). The Apostle John in his Gospel applied them to Israel (John 12:39-40), and Paul quoted them in his Roman epistle (Romans 11:7-8). It is one thing to listen and quite something else to hear, and there is a great difference between seeing and perceiving. If anybody should have possessed spiritual understanding, it was these Jewish leaders, but their hearts were dull and hard. Too often those who enjoy the most spiritual privileges are not ready when they must make spiritual decisions.

But their unbelief did not put an end to Paul's ministry of the Gospel! He announced that the Gospel some of the Jews had rejected would be proclaimed to the Gentiles, "and they will hear it!" This is one of the major themes of Acts, how the Gospel moved from the Jews to the Gentiles and from Jerusalem to Rome. 
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Acts 28:11-31

Without the Book of Acts, we would turn in the New Testament from the Gospel of John to Romans and ask "How did the Gospel ever get from the Jews in Jerusalem to the Gentiles in Rome?" Paul kept "open house" and received anybody who wanted to discuss the flings of the kingdom of God. He was chained to a guard who was relieved every six hours, but who was forced to listen as Paul preached and taught and prayed. No wonder some of them were saved! (Philippians 1:12-14; 4:22) During these two years in Rome, Paul wrote Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. He expected to be released (Philippians 1:23-27; 2:24; Philemon 22) and most students agree that he was. During this time, he had Timothy with him (Philippians 1:1; 2:19; Colossians 1:1) as well as John Mark, Luke, Aristarchus: Epaphras, Justus, and Demas (Colossians 4:10-14; Philemon 24). 
He also met Philemon's runaway slave Onesimus and led him to faith in Christ (Philemon 10-21). Epaphroditus brought a gift to him from the Philippian church and almost died ministering to Paul (Philippians 2:25-30; 4:18). Tychicus was Paul's "mailman" who delivered Ephesians (Ephesians 6:21), Colossians, and Philemon (Colossians 4:7-9). Dr. Luke ended his book before Paul's case had been heard, so he could not give us the results of the trial. We have every reason to believe that Paul was indeed released and that he resumed his ministry, probably traveling as far as Spain (Romans 15:24,28). During this period (A.D.  63-66/67), he wrote letters to Timothy and Titus. He left Titus in Crete (Titus 1:5), Trophimus sick in Miletus (2 Timothy 4:20), and Timothy in Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3). He planned to meet some of his helpers at Nicopolis (Titus 3:12-13) after he had visited some of the churches he had established. Wherever he went, he sought to bring Jews and Gentiles to faith in Jesus Christ.
He was arrested again, probably about the year 67, and this time his situation was changed drastically. He did not live in a house, but was chained in a prison and treated like a criminal (2 Timothy 1:16; 2:9). Winter was coming, and he asked Timothy to bring him his cloak (2 Timothy 4:13). But the saddest thing about this second imprisonment was his being forsaken by the believers in Rome (2 Timothy 4:16-17). The great apostle to the Gentiles was abandoned by the very people he came to assist. Even Demas forsook him, and only Luke was with him (2 Timothy 4:10-11). The family of Onesiphorus ministered to his needs (2 Timothy 1:16-18), but he longed for Timothy and Mark to come to be at his side (2 Timothy 1:4; 4:9,21). Paul knew that the end was coming (2 Timothy 4:6-8). Tradition tells us that he was beheaded at Rome in  A.D. 67/68.
Luke did not write his book simply to record ancient history. He wrote to encourage the church in every age to be faithful; to the Lord and carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth. "What was begun with so much heroism ought to be continued with ardent zeal," said Charles Spurgeon, "since we are assured that the same Lord is mighty still to carry on His heavenly designs." "Lo, I am with you always!" 
(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Acts 28:17

[Paul called the chief of the Jews] He probably had two objects in this: one was to vindicate himself from the suspicion of crime, or to convince them that the charges alleged against him were false; and the other, to explain to them the gospel of Christ. In accordance with his custom everywhere, he seized the earliest opportunity of making the gospel known to his own countrymen; and he naturally supposed that charges highly unfavorable to his character had been sent forward against him to the Jews at Rome by those in Judea.

[Against the people] Against the Jews, Acts 24:12.

[Or customs ...] The religious rites of the nation. See the notes on Acts 6:14.

[Was I delivered prisoner ...] By the Jews, Acts 21:33, etc.
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Acts 28:18

[When they had examined me ...] Acts 24:10-27; 25; 26:31-32.

[No cause of death] No crime worthy of death.

Acts 28:19

[The Jews spake against it] Against my being set at liberty.

[I was constrained] By a regard to my own safety and character.

[To appeal unto Caesar] See the notes on Acts 25:11.

[Not that I had aught ...] I did it for my own preservation and safety, not that I wished to accuse my countrymen. Paul had been unjustly accused and injured; yet, with the true spirit of the Christian religion, he here says that he cherished no unkind feelings toward those who had done him wrong.

Acts 28:20

[Because that for the hope of Israel] On account of the hope which the Jews cherish of the coming of the Messiah; of the resurrection; and of the future state. See this explained in the notes on Acts 23:6.

[I am bound with this chain] See the notes on Acts 26:29. Probably he was attached constantly to a soldier by a chain.

Acts 28:21

[We neither received letters ...] Why the Jews in Judea had not forwarded the accusation against Paul to their brethren at Rome, that they might continue the prosecution before the emperor, is not known. It is probable that they regarded their cause as hopeless, and chose to abandon the prosecution. Paul had been acquitted successively by Lysias, Felix, Festus, and Agrippa; and as they had not succeeded in procuring his condemnation before them, they saw no prospect of doing it at Rome, and resolved, therefore, not to press the prosecution any further.

[Neither any of the brethren that came] Any of the Jews. There was a very constant contact between Judea and Rome, but it seems that the Jews who had come before Paul had arrived had not mentioned his case, so as to prejudice them against him.













(Barnes notes)
VERSE 22:

THIS SECT:
“Not only had they heard of the rapid and wide extension of Christianity by report of Jews that opposed it, but for some years a congregation of Christian disciples had maintained a living and effective organization beside their synagogue in Rome. That they spoke so cautiously, and subsequently made no demonstration of hostility against Paul, is readily accounted for. The apostle was held in special favor by the chief officer of Nero’s household; and the Jews of the synagogue were themselves subject to persecution, so that they were powerless to persecute the disciples of Jesus Christ.”








(Bible Readers’ Commentary)

Acts 28:22

[What thou thinkest] What your belief is; or what are the doctrines of Christians respecting the Messiah.

[This sect] The sect of Christians.

[Spoken against] Particularly by Jews. This was the case then, and, to a great extent, is the case still. It has been the common lot of the followers of Christ to be spoken "against." Compare Acts 24:5.

Acts 28:23

[Appointed him a day] A day when they would hear him.

[Into his lodging] To the house where he resided, Acts 28:30.

[He expounded] He explained or declared the principles of the Christian religion.
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Acts 28:23
[And testified the kingdom of God] Bore witness to, or declared the principles and doctrines of the reign of the Messiah. See the notes on Matt 3:2.

[Persuading them concerning Jesus] Endeavoring to convince them that Jesus was the Messiah.

[Both out of the law of Moses] Endeavoring to convince them that he corresponded with the predictions respecting the Messiah in the books of Moses, and with the types which Moses had instituted to prefigure the Messiah.

[And out of the prophets] Showing that he corresponded with the predictions of the prophets. See the notes on Acts 17:3.

[From morning till evening] An instance of Paul's indefatigable toil in endeavoring to induce his countrymen to believe in Jesus as the Messiah.

Acts 28:24

[And some believed ...] See the notes on Acts 14:4.

Acts 28:25

[Had spoken one word] One solemn declaration, reminding them that it was the characteristic of the nation to reject the testimony of God, and that it was to be expected. It was the last warning which we know Paul to have delivered to his countrymen the Jews.

[Well spake] Or he spoke the truth; he justly described the character of the Jewish people. The passage here quoted was as applicable in the time of Paul as of Isaiah.

[The Holy Ghost] A full proof of the inspiration of Isaiah.

[By Esaias] By Isaiah, Isa 6:9-10.

Isa 6:9-10

9 And He said, "Go, and tell this people:
'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.' 10 "Make the heart of this people dull, And their ears heavy, And shut their eyes; Lest they see with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with their heart, And return and be healed." NKJV
Acts 28:26-27

[Saying ...] See this passage explained in the notes on Matt 13:14, and John 12:39-40.

Acts 28:28

[The salvation of God] The knowledge of God's mode of saving people.

[Is sent unto the Gentiles] Since you have rejected it, it will be offered to them. See the notes on Acts 13:46.

[And that they will hear it] They will embrace it. Paul was never discouraged. If the gospel was rejected by one class of people he was ready to offer it to another. If his own countrymen despised it, he never allowed himself to suppose that Christ had died in vain, but believed that others would embrace its saving benefits. How happy would it be if all Christians had the same unwavering faith and zeal as Paul.

Acts 28:29

[The salvation of God] The knowledge of God's mode of saving people.

[Is sent unto the Gentiles] Since you have rejected it, it will be offered to them. See the notes on Acts 13:46.

[And that they will hear it] They will embrace it. Paul was never discouraged. If the gospel was rejected by one class of people he was ready to offer it to another. If his own countrymen despised it, he never allowed himself to suppose that Christ had died in vain, but believed that others would embrace its saving benefits. How happy would it be if all Christians had the same unwavering faith and zeal as Paul.
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Acts 28:30

[Paul dwelt two whole years] Doubtless in the custody of the soldiers. Why he was not prosecuted before the emperor during this time is not known. It is evident, however (Acts 28:21), that the Jews were not disposed to carry the case before Nero, and the matter, during this time, was suffered quietly to sleep. There is great probability that the Jews did not dare to prosecute him before the emperor. It is clear that they had never been in favor of the appeal to Rome, and that they had no hope of gaining their cause. Probably they might remember the former treatment of their people by the emperor (see the notes on Acts 18:2); they might remember that they were despised at the Roman capital, and not choose to encounter the scorn and indignation of the Roman court; and as there was no prosecution, Paul was suffered to live in quietness and safety. Lardner, however, supposed (vol. v. p. 528, 529, ed. 8 vo, London, 1829) that the case of Paul was soon brought before Nero and decided, and that the method of confinement was ordered by the emperor himself. 
Lightfoot also supposes that Paul's "accusers, who had come from Judea to lay their charge against him, would be urgent to get their business dispatched, that they might be returning to their own home again, and so would bring him to trial as soon as they could." But nothing certainly is known on the subject. It is evident, indeed, from 2 Tim 4:16, that he was at some time arraigned before the emperor; but when it was, or what was the decision or why he was at last set at liberty, are all involved in impenetrable obscurity.

[In his own hired house] In a house which he was permitted to hire and occupy as his own. Probably in this he was assisted by the kindness of his Roman friends.

[And received all ...] Received all hospitably and kindly who came to him to listen to his instructions. It is evident from this that he was still a prisoner, and was not permitted to go at large.

Acts 28:31

[Preaching the kingdom of God] See the notes on Acts 20:25.

[With all confidence] Openly and boldly, without anyone to hinder him. It is known also that Paul was not unsuccessful even when a prisoner at Rome. Several persons were converted by his preaching, even in the court of the emperor. The things which had happened to him, he says (Phil 1:12-14), had fallen out rather to the furtherance of the gospel, so that his bonds in Christ were manifested in all the palace, and in all other places; and many brethren in the Lord, says he, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the Word without fear. In this situation he was remembered with deep interest by the church at Philippi, who sent Epaphroditus to him with a contribution to supply his needs. Of their kindness he speaks in terms of the tenderest gratitude in Phil 2:25; 4:18. During his confinement also, he was the means of the Conversion of Onesimus, a runaway servant of Philemon, of Colosse in Phrygia (Philemon 10), whom he sent back to his master with a letter to himself, and with an epistle to the church at that place. See the Epistle to the Colossians, Col 4:8-9, 18. During this imprisonment, he wrote, according to Lardner, the following epistles, in the order and time mentioned, namely:
Ephesians, April of 
                  61 AD 

2 Timothy, May of 
                  61 AD 

Philippians, before the end of 
62 AD 

Colossians 
                              62 AD 

Philemon 
                                    62 AD 

Hebrews, the spring of 
            63 AD 

Acts 28:31

Here closes the inspired account of the propagation of Christianity; of the organization of the Christian church, and of the toils and persecutions of the apostle Paul. Who can but be deeply affected when he comes to the conclusion of this inspired book recording the history of the spread of the Christian religion, and the labors and trials of that wonderful man, the apostle Paul. 
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Acts 28:31
Who can help heaving a sigh of regret that the historian did not carry forward the history of Paul until his death, and that henceforward, in the history of the church, we want this faithful, inspired guide; and that, from the close of this book, everything becomes at once so involved in obscurity and uncertainty? Instead, however, of pouring forth unavailing regrets that the sacred historian has carried us no further onward, we should rather employ the language of praise that God inspired the writer of this book to give a history of the church for 30 years after the ascension of the Saviour; that he has recorded the accounts of the first great revivals of religion; that he has presented us the examples of the early missionary zeal; that he has informed us how the early Christians endured persecution and toil; that he has conducted us from land to land, and from city to city, showing us everywhere how the gospel was propagated, until we are led to the seat of the Roman power, and see the great apostle of Christianity there proclaiming, in that mighty capital of the world, the name of Jesus as the Saviour of people.

Perhaps there could be no more appropriate close to the book of the inspired history than thus to have conducted the apostle of the Gentiles to the capital of the Roman world, and to leave the principal agent in the establishment of the Christian religion in that seat of intelligence, influence, and power. It is the conducting of Christianity to the very height of its earthly victories; and having shown its power in the provinces of the empire, it was proper to close the account with the record of its achievements in the capital. Why Luke closed his history here is not known. It may have been that he was not afterward the companion of Paul; or that he might have been himself removed by death. It is agreed on all hands that he did not attend Paul in his subsequent travels; and we should infer from the conclusion of this book that he did not survive the apostle, as it is almost incredible, if he did, that he did not mention his release and death. It is the uniform accounts of antiquity that Luke, after the transactions with which the Acts of the Apostles closes, passed over into Achaia, where he lived a year or two, and there died at the age of 84 years.

Everything in regard to the apostle Paul, after the account with which Luke closes this book, is involved in doubt and uncertainty. By what means he was set at liberty is not known; and there is a great contradiction of statements in regard to his subsequent travels, and even in regard to the time of his death. It is generally agreed, indeed, that he was set at liberty in the year of our Lord 63 AD after this some of the fathers assert that he traveled over Italy and passed into Spain. But this account is involved in great uncertainty. Lardner, who has examined all the statements with care, and than whom no one is better qualified to pronounce an opinion on these subjects, gives the following account of the subsequent life of Paul (Works, vol. v. pp. 331-336, London edition, 1829). He supposes that after his release he went from Rome to Jerusalem as soon as possible; that he then went to Ephesus, and from thence to Laodicea and Colosse; and that he returned to Rome by Troas, Philippi, and Corinth. The reason why he returned to Rome, Lardner supposes, was that he regarded that city as opening before him the widest and most important field of labor, and that, therefore, he proposed there to spend the remainder of his life.

In the year of our Lord 64 AD, a dreadful fire happened at Rome which continued for six or seven days. It was generally supposed that the city had been set on fire by order of the Emperor Nero. In order to divert the attention of the people from this charge against himself, he accused the Christians of having been the authors of the conflagration, and excited against them a most furious and bloody persecution. In this persecution it is generally supposed that Paul and Peter suffered death, the former by being beheaded and the latter by crucifixion. Paul is supposed to have been beheaded rather than crucified, because he was a Roman citizen, and because it was unlawful to put a Roman citizen to death on a cross. Lardher thinks that this occurred in the year 65. Where Paul was beheaded is not certainly known. It is generally supposed to have occurred at a place called the Salvian Waters, about 3 miles from Rome, and that he was buried in the Ostian Way, where a magnificent church was afterward built. But of this there is no absolute certainty.
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It is far more important and interesting for us to be assured from the character which he evinced, and from the proofs of his zeal and toil in the cause of the Lord Jesus, that his spirit rested in the bosom of his Saviour and his God. Wherever he died, his spirit, we doubt not, is in heaven. And where that body rested at last, which he labored "to keep under," and which he sought to bring "into subjection" (1 Cor 9:27), and which was to him so much the source of conflict and of sin (Rom 7:5,23), is a matter of little consequence. It will be guarded by the eye of that Saviour whom he served, and will be raised up to eternal life. In his own inimitable language, it was "sown in corruption, it shall be raised in incorruption; it was sown in dishonor, it shall be raised in glory; it was sown in weakness, it shall be raised in power; it was sown a natural body, it shall be raised a spiritual body," 1 Cor 15:42-44. And in regard to him, and to all other saints, "when that corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and that mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory," 1 Cor 15:54.

To Paul now, what are all his sorrows, and persecutions, and toils in the cause of his Master? What but a source of thanksgiving that he was permitted thus to labor to spread the gospel through the world? So may we live-imitating his life of zeal, and self-denial, and faithfulness, that when we rise from the dead we may participate with him in the glories of the resurrection of the just.

(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)







CHRISTIAN JEWISH UNDERSTANDING

28:17 The local Jewish leaders. In his three days Sha’ul had arranged with the brothers in the Roman community, of whom he knew many (see Romans 16), to draw up a list of Jewish community leaders; for he would quickly have ascertained what these leaders later said themselves (vv. 21-22), that they knew very little about the Gospel. Thus Sha’ul saw an evangelistic opportunity. The believers in the Roman congregation had apparently not done much to evangelize the 10,000 or more Jews living in Rome (Encyclopedia Judaica 14:242), or they had tried but been ineffective. Perhaps they wished to avoid the sort of persecution some of them might have already experienced in Yerushalayim when they came to faith at or shortly after Shavu‘ot (2:10), or after the martyrdom of Stephen (8:1-3). Or the persecution alluded to in 18:2&N might have shocked them into silence.

28:19 When the Judeans (Greek Ioudaioi) objected. At 26:2, 7, 21 the same word is rendered “Jews,” because there the contrast is between Jews and Romans. Here, speaking to Jews, Sha’ul is referring specifically to the Jews of Judea, not “the Jews” in general. See 26:2, 26:21; John 1:19 N.

28:21-22 These Jewish leaders were very open-minded, more so than today's usually are. The situation in Rome was different from the others described in the book of Acts, where very quickly the non-Messianic Jewish community took a hostile position against the Messianics. Somehow the Roman believers avoided such a clash with the non-Messianic synagogues, so that at Sha’ul's arrival they were willing to listen and not immediately opposed.

28:23 Surely this all-day session in which large numbers of “local Jewish leaders” (v. 17) of the capital of the world came to visit the world's leading evangelist in order to hear about Messianic Judaism must be unique in world history. Sha’ul's procedure with them was the same as with Jewish people everywhere: he appealed to the Tanakh Old Testament, making use of both the Torah of Moshe and the Prophets to persuade them about Yeshua. Sha’ul could use the Scriptures freely, since many of the Jewish leaders probably knew them by heart.

But Sha’ul's central topic was the Kingdom of God. This term (and its equivalent, “Kingdom of Heaven”) is used frequently in the Gospels (see Mt 3:2 N); but it appears in Acts only at 1:3, 8:12, 14:5, 19:8 and here (compare also 1:6). 
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28:23 At 15:10 a paragraph from the Mishna was cited in which Jews are enjoined to accept “the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven” (acknowledging God and who he is) even before accepting “the yoke of the mitzvot.” Rather than presenting the Gospel as something alien or superior to Judaism, Sha’ul discusses a topic well known to his audience of Jewish leaders; and his object is to expand their conception of it by his thorough witness. Sha’ul must have spent hours explaining what the whole New Testament teaches, namely, that at this point in history accepting “the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven” implies accepting the entire Gospel. God's active and present ruler-ship is expressed through the Messiah-ship and Lordship of Yeshua, the salvation he brings to humanity, and the improvement he brings to the inner lives and outward behavior of believers through the continuing work of the Holy Spirit (“sanctification”).
28:24-25 Some were convinced by what he said, while others refused to believe (Greek apisteœ, “disbelieve, refuse to believe, be unfaithful”). Of the “large numbers” of Jewish leaders present (v. 23), “some” (Greek oi men, “these, on the one hand”) were persuaded and “some” (oi de, “these, on the other”) disbelieved, refused to believe. The “some” and the “some” are correlative, of comparable size, of more or less the same order of magnitude. What may reasonably be concluded, therefore, is that the whole leadership of Rome's Jewish community was well represented by the “large numbers,” and that a sizeable proportion of them, though not necessarily half, were persuaded of the truth of Messianic Judaism then and there. This is why I say that the meeting must be unique in world history (v. 23)—I know of no other reported instance of a sizeable proportion of a major Jewish community's leadership coming to faith in the Gospel in one day.
So they left, disagreeing among themselves. The Gospel properly proclaimed always causes division, because those who believe it and those who do not have different world-outlooks (see 20:3, Matthew 10:35-36, John 7:43 N). Since those who were persuaded were leaders, they surely returned to their synagogues and communicated the Gospel themselves; so that in due time, especially with Sha’ul's continued teaching over the next two years (v. 30), entire synagogues must have become Messianic. A “people-movement” took place in Rome, a movement in which entire families and communities were won to the Lord Yeshua the Messiah. Though we are not told this directly, the indications are present: an openness to the Gospel rather than a predisposition against it, leaders being persuaded, substantial numbers being involved, broad community participation, respect for the evangelist and Spirit-blessed ministry.

28:25-27 Sha’ul's final statement quoting Isaiah 6:9-10 is not an imprecation, an anathema, or a curse, but a warning to the some who refused to believe, a last word of persuasion recalling the events that took place in Yesha‘yahu's day and which are repeated whenever people harden their hearts. Like Pharaoh, who hardened his heart too often, God eventually seals and makes final the hardening, so that it becomes impossible for the person to do t’shuvah (in earlier editions of the JNT, return to God), that is, “repent”; see Mt 3:2 N, 13:13-15 N, John 12:40 N, Romans 9:17-21&NN. Heeding the quotation prevents suffering its consequences.

28:28 This salvation of God has been sent to the Goyim and they will listen! From 1:8&N we have seen that one purpose, perhaps the main purpose, of the book of Acts has been to show that the Gospel would spread “to the ends of the earth” and permeate the Gentile peoples. Some Christians have gone beyond this and claimed to see in the book of Acts the rejection of the Gospel by “the Jews,” so that God rejected them and turned to the Gentiles, who gladly received the message. It is a fact that God's truth and his promises became available to Gentiles in a new way as a result of what God did during the early years of the Messianic Community, as reported in the book of Acts; for it was decided that Gentiles did not have to become Jews in order to become Christians (10:1-11:18&NN, 15:1-29&NN, 21:20-27&NN). Also it is a fact that Gentiles in substantial numbers believed the Gospel. Nevertheless, as we have just seen, Jews continued accepting Yeshua as Israel's Messiah right up to the very day on which the words of this verse were spoken. God had not rejected Jewish people as unworthy of the Gospel (see Romans 11:1 ff.).

ACTS – CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT

Acts 28:28 Some argue that the destruction of Yerushalayim in  70 C. E. closed the age of God's dealings with the Jews, and that Rome, the Gentile capital of the world, was to be the new center for propagating God's truth. Cited as evidence is that the book of Acts starts in Yerushalayim and ends in Rome. Certainly Rome became and remains the center for the largest Christian denomination, the Roman Catholic Church. But Jerusalem has never ceased to be the holy city, “beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth” (Psalm 48:3(2)), reverenced by three monotheistic religions. Now, after being “trampled down by the Goyim” for 1,897 years, it is at last once more in the hands of the Jewish people (since 1967); and with the apparent fulfillment of Yeshua's prophecy concerning this (Luke 21:24&N) it should, at the very least, be clear to all that God is continuing his work with the Jewish people.

The proper perspective is this: the Gospel was to move out from Jerusalem and the Jews to the Gentiles in “the ends of the earth,” that is, to Rome and beyond. This was a new work of God, though not without antecedents, since Jews had been making proselytes for centuries (see Esther 8:17, Mt 23:15&N). It is not that “the Jews” were rejected but that the Gentiles were accepted (Ephesians 2:11-16&NN). This message shocked many Jews, and some Jews today still look down on Christianity as an “easy religion” not worthy of Jewish credence. This is why it was necessary to have the longest book in the New Testament deal with the question; and the answer of the book of Acts is that despite some Jewish resistance, God is bringing his truth to Gentiles and they are being included in the people of God without converting to Judaism. Yet the Jews are no less God's people—“with respect to being chosen they are loved for the Patriarchs' sake, for God's free gifts and his calling are irrevocable” (Romans 11:28-29).

28:29 This verse, not found in the best manuscripts, adds little, since we know that “they left, disagreeing among themselves” (v. 25), and obviously Sha’ul's parting shot did nothing to mute the debate!

28:30 As always, Sha’ul supported himself and did not rely on others, especially not on young and struggling Messianic congregations. In this respect he was like other rabbis of his day. See 18:3.

28:31 Openly and without hindrance proclaiming the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Yeshua the Messiah (see v. 23&N). The perfect note on which to end the book, whose purpose is secondarily historical and primarily inspirational. Even though under house arrest awaiting trial, Sha’ul was free—free for the one thing that gave meaning to his life, proclaiming the Gospel. By his life as well as his words he showed forth the Messiah in him; he was “a light to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 49:6) and to Jews too.

Acts 28:31

From prison (though possibly elsewhere) he wrote the letters to the Philippians, Ephesians and Colossians. Scholars are divided over whether he was ever set free. Some believe he eventually reached Spain, as was his desire (Romans 15:24); this would imply he was freed at least once. During his time of freedom he might have again visited the congregations he had established in Greece and Asia Minor; then, after a second 

arrest, he would have written his last letter, 2 Timothy, in which he anticipates his pending execution by writing, in the perfect tense, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). Tradition has it that he was condemned to death and executed in Rome between  64 and 68 C. E. Some think Luke intended to write a third book describing Sha’ul's life after the point at which Acts ends, 

since the story does not seem to be finished. But Luke's perspective in these last verses seems to be one of not knowing more. However, all this is based on inferences; there is no conclusive evidence.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
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SECTION TWO









HISTORICAL OUTLOOK

Homily 54, 55 - Acts 28:16-31
Leave was given him to dwell by himself. No slight proof this also of his being held in much admiration: it is clear they did not number him among the rest. "And it came to pass, that after three days he called together them that were the chief of the Jews." After three days he called the chief of the Jews, that their ears might not be preoccupied. And what had he in common with them? for they would not (else) have been like to accuse him. Nevertheless, it was not for this that he cared; it was for the teaching that he was concerned, and that what he had to say might not offend them. He wished to exculpate both himself and others; himself, that they might not accuse him, and by so doing hurt themselves; and those others, that it might not seem that the whole thing was of their doing. For it was likely that a report was prevalent, that he had been delivered up by the Jews; and this was enough to alarm them. 
He therefore addresses himself to this, and defends himself as to his own conduct.  "How then is it reasonable," it might be said, "that they should deliver thee up without a cause?" The Roman governors, he says, bear me witness, who wished to let me go. "How was it then that they did not let (thee) go?" "When the Jews spake against it," he says. Observe how he extenuates (in speaking of) their charges against him.  Since if he had wished to aggravate matters, he might have used them so as to bear harder upon them. Wherefore, he says, "I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar:" so that his whole speech is of a forgiving nature. What then? didst thou this, that thou mightest accuse them? No, he says: "Not that I had aught to accuse my nation of:" but that I might escape the danger. For it is for your sakes "that I am bound with this chain." 
So far am I, he says, from any hostile feeling towards you. Then they also were so subdued by his speech, that they too apologized for those of their own nation: "And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came showed or spake any harm of thee." (v. 21.) Neither through letters, nor through men, have they made known any harm of thee. Nevertheless, we wish to hear from thyself: "But we desire to hear of thee what thou Thinkest" (v. 22): and then forestalled him by showing their own sentiments. "For as concerning this sect, it is known to us, that everywhere it is spoken against. And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the Law of Moses and out of the Prophets, from morning till evening. And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not." (v. 23, 24.) 
They said not, we speak against it, but "it is spoken against." Then he did not immediately answer, but gave them a day, and they came to him, and he discoursed, it says, "both out of the Law of Moses, and out of the Prophets. And some believed, and some be-believed not. And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: for the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them." (v. 25-27.) But when they departed, as they were opposed to each other, then he reproaches them, not because he wished to reproach those (that believed not), but to confirm these (that believed). 
"Well said Esaias," says he to them. So that to the Gentiles it is given to know this mystery. No wonder then, if they did gainsay: this was foretold from the first. Then again he moves their jealousy (on the score) of them of the Gentiles. 
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"Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves. And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. Amen." (v. 28-31.) It shows the freedom he had now: without hindrance in Rome, he who had been hindered in Judea; and he remained teaching there for two years. What of the (years) after these? Corinth kept him two years, and Asia three, and this city two for this time; a second time he again entered it, when also he was consummated. (Archbishop John Chrysostom of Constantinople A.D. 400)
(From Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 11, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
Note: So in 400 A.D. it was accepted that the Apostle Paul was released from Rome’s bondage and left Rome and carried the Gospel message to other lands.                                                            Paul the Learner

The Apostolic Period we regard as closing about A.D. 100; as the life of John, according to reliable tradition, reached over into the reign of Trajan, A.D. 90-117. This space of 70 years may be again divided into three subordinate periods:
1. The founding of the Christian Church among the JEWS, or the labors of Peter.
2. The founding of the Christian Church among the GENTILES, or the labors of Paul.

3. Then follows the final summing up and organic union of Jewish and Gentile Christianity in one fixed, independent whole after the destruction of Jerusalem. This is mainly the work of John.
These stages have their local centers in the cities of:

1. Jerusalem, the mother of Jewish Christianity.

2. Antioch, the starting point of the Gentile missions.

3. Ephesus, the residence of John and the principal seat of the process of amalgamation.
At the same time Rome witnesses a similar amalgamation, and becomes the center for Christianity of the West.

THE ACTS AS A DOCTRINAL LINK BETWEEN THE GOSPELS AND EPISTLES:

Between Gospels and Epistles there is need for a connection of a more internal kind. During the intervening time the doctrine was not only spreading, it was clearing and forming itself, or rather was being cleared and formed by the hand of its Divine Author. This was affected through a certain line of events and through the agency of particular persons. With these events and persons the Book of Acts is occupied. It begins at Jerusalem, it ends at Rome. Between these two points questions have been settled, principles carried out, and divinely implanted tendencies disclosed. Especially have the relations of the gospel to Jew and Gentile been fixed for ever. But the rejection of Jews and admission of Gentiles were not the only result of this long history.
Another result has been involved in it: Christianity itself has been finely drawn out of Judaism, the delicate and intricate relations of the two systems being dealt with in such a way, that (so to speak) the texture of living fiber has been lifted unimpaired out of its former covering, leaving behind only a residuum of what was temporary, preparatory, and carnal.

In fact, the doctrine of the gospel has been cleared and has infused into it, and formed of the true elements which the old covenant had been intended to prepare for its use.
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COVENANT,
 OLD
The Covenant with Israel. This took place at Sinai, when the people had intimated their acceptance of the words of the covenant as found in the Ten Commandments (Ex 34:28; 24:3) and promised to keep the same. Their obedience to the commands of the law was to be rewarded by God's constant care of Israel, temporal prosperity, victory over enemies, and the pouring out of His Spirit (Ex 23:20-33). The seal of this covenant was to be circumcision and was called "His covenant" (Deut 4:13). It was renewed at different periods of Jewish history (chap. 29; Josh 24; 2 Chron 15:1; 23; 29; 34; Ezra 10:1; Neh 9:1-10:39).

(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)













COVENANT, NEW
The Old, i.e., the covenant of law, with all its outward institutions and ritualistic services, is regarded as the Old because its full and formal ratification took place before the other. In germ the New Covenant (or that of grace) existed from the first; and partial exhibitions of it have been given all through the world's history. It was involved in the promise of recovery at the Fall.

(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.) 
Jer 31:31-33

31:31 Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, [Luke 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25.] 32 Not according to the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was their Husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel: After those days, says the Lord, I will put My law within them, and on their hearts will I write it; and I will be their God, and they will be My people. AMP
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES:
CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE:

A. D.


BIOGRAPHY OF PAUL



CONTEMPORARY RULERS IN ROME & JUDEA
36

(?) Paul’s conversion (supposing the 



3 years of Gal. 1:18 judicially reckoned).

37

(?) At Damascus








Death of Tiberius and accession of Caligula (March 16)
38

Flight from Damascus to Jerusalem; thence



to Tarsus.

39

(?) During these years Paul preaches in Syria

40

and Cilicia, making Tarsus his headquarters,

Death of Caligula and accession of Claudius (Jan. 25),

41

and probably undergoes most of the suffer-

Judea and Samaria given to Herod Agrippa I.
42

ings mentioned in 2 Cor. 11:24-26, via 2 of

43

the Roman and 5 Jewish scourging’s, and
44

3 ship wrecks. He is brought from Tarsus to

Death of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12). Caspius Fadus



Antioch (Acts 11:26), and stays there a year

(as procurator) succeeds to the government of Judea.


Before the famine.

45

He visits Jerusalem with Barnabas to relieve


the famine.
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46

At Antioch










Tiberius Alexander made procurator of Judea (about
















this time).

47

48

His “First Missionary Journey” from 


Antioch to Cyprus, Antioch in Pisidia,



Iconium, Lystra, Derbe & back through


Agrippa 2 (Acts 25) made king of Chalcis. Cumanus

49

the same places to Antioch in Syria.



Made procurator of Judea (about this time).

50

Paul and Barnabas attend the “Council of



Jerusalem.” (?) Possibly wrote the epistle



To the Galatians.
51

His “Second Missionary Journey” from

52

Antioch to Cilicia, Lycaonia, Galatia, Troas,

Claudius expels the Jews from Rome Acts 18:2.



Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens,



Corinth – Writes 1 Thessalonians.

53

At Corinth writes 2 Thessalonians.



The tetrarchy of Trachonitis given to Agrippa 2; Felix
















made procurator of Judea. Death of Claudius and 
















accession of Nero (October).

54

(Spring) He leaves Corinth, and (Summer)






reaches Jerusalem at Pentecost, and (Autumn)



goes to Antioch. His “Third Missionary



Journey.” He goes to Ephesus.

55

56

At Ephesus.

57

(Spring) He writes 1 Corinthians. (Summer)



Leaves Ephesus for Macedonia, (autumn)



Where he writes 2 Corinthians, and (Winter)



To Corinth, where he possibly (?) writes the 



Epistle to the Galatians.

58

Spring) He writes Romans, and leaves Corinth,



going by Philippi and Miletus (Summer) to 



Jerusalem (Pentecost), where he is arrested and



Sent to Cesarea.

59

At Cesarea.











Nero murders Agrippina.

60

(Autumn) Sent to Rome by Festus (about August).

Felix is recalled and succeeded by Festus



(Winter) Ship wrecked at Malta.

61

(Spring) He arrives at Rome.







Embassy from Jerusalem to Rome, to petition


















about the wall.

62

At Rome.












Albinus succeeds Festus as procurator.



(Spring) Writes Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians.



(Autumn) Writes Philippians.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES:

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE CONTINUED:

63

(Spring) He is acquitted, and goes to Macedonia



(Phil. 2:24) and Asia Minor (Philemon 22).

64

(?) He goes to Spain.









Great fire at Rome (July 19), followed by 

65

(?) In Spain.











persecution of  Roman Christians. Gessius
















      Florus made Procurator of Judea.

66

(Summer) From Spain (?) to Asia Minor



(1 Timothy 1:3).










The Jewish war begins 

67

(Summer) Writes 1 Timothy from Macedonia.



(Autumn) Writes Titus from Ephesus.



(Winter)   At Nicopolis

68

(Spring) In prison at Rome. Writes 2 Timothy.


(Summer) Paul Executed (May or June)




Death of Nero in the middle of June.

69

70

Destruction of Jerusalem.

NOW TO ANSWER THE QUESTION WHAT HAPPENED TO PAUL AFTER LEAVING ROME?

(What I am going to bring you is Church tradition from the Early Church Fathers Book 8)

‘It came to pass, after Paul went out of the island Gaudomeleta [see Acts 27:16, 28:1], that he came to Italy; and it was heard of by the Jews who were in Rome, the elder of the cities, that Paul demanded to come to Caesar. Having fallen, therefore, into great grief and much despondency, they said among themselves: it does not please him that he alone has afflicted all our brethren and parents in Judaea and Samaria, and in all Palestine; and he has not been pleased with these, but, behold, he comes here also, having through imposition asked Caesar to destroy us.

Having therefore made an assembly against Paul, and having considered many proposals, it seemed good to them to go to Nero the emperor, to ask him not to allow Paul to come to Rome. Having therefore got in readiness not a few presents, and having carried them with them, with supplication they came before him, saying: We beseech thee, O good emperor, send orders into all the governments of your worship, to the effect that Paul, having afflicted all the nation of our fathers, has been seeking to come hither to destroy us also. And the affliction, O most worshipful emperor, which we have from Peter is enough for us.

And the Emperor Nero, having heard these things, answered them: It is [Let it be…and we will rite, etc] according to your wish. And we write to all our governments that he shall not on any account come to anchor in the parts of Italy. And they also informed Simon the magian [see Acts 8:9-24], having sent for him, that, as has been said, he should not come into the parts of Italy.’ 

And Dioscorus the shipmaster, who brought him [Paul] to Syracuse, sympathizing with Paul because he had delivered his son from death, having left his own ship in Syracuse, accompanied him to Pontiole. And some of Peter’s disciples having been found there, and having received Paul, exhorted him to stay with them. And he stayed a week, in hiding, because of the command of Caesar. And all the toparchs were watching to seize and kill him. But Dioscorus the shipmaster, being himself also bald, wearing his ship-master’s dress, and speaking boldly, on the first day went out into the city of Pontiole. Thinking therefore that he was Paul, they seized him, and beheaded him, and sent his head to Caesar.
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Caesar therefore, having summoned the first men of the Jews, announced to them, saying: Rejoice with great joy, for Paul your enemy is dead. And he showed them the head. Having therefore made great rejoicing on that day, which was the fourteenth of the month of June, each of the Jews fully believed it. Paul having gone forth from Baias, they went to Gaitas, and there he taught the word of God. And he stayed there three days in the house of Erasmus, whom Peter sent from Rome to teach the Gospel of God. And having come forth from Gaitas, he came to the castle called Taracinas, and stayed there seven days in the house of Caesarius the deacon, whom Peter had ordained by the laying on of hands. And sailing thence, he came by the river to a place called Trius Tabernes. And Paul stayed in Tribus Tabernes four days. And departing thence, he came to Appii Forum, which is called Vicusarape; And Juvenalius the bishop took to Peter him that had been sent by Paul, and he reported to him that he was alive, and on his way, and that he was at Appii Forum. And Peter thanked and glorified the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then having summoned his disciples that believed, he sent them to Paul as far as Tribus Tabernes. And the distance from Rome to Tribus Tabernes is thirty-eight miles [thirty-three]. And Paul seeing them, having given thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ, took courage; and departing thence, they slept in the city called Aricia.
And Paul having come to Rome, [his second trip], great fear fell upon the Jews. And Peter having heard that Paul had come, rejoiced with great joy; and rising up, immediately went to him. And seeing each other, they wept for joy; and long embracing each other, they bedewed each other with tears. And it happened also that Nero’s wife Libia, and the yoke-fellow of Agrippa the prefect, Agrippina by name, thus believed, so that also they went away from beside their own husbands. And on account of the teaching of Paul, many, despising military life, clung to God; so that even from the emperor’s bed-chamber some came to him, and having become Christians, were no longer willing to return to the army or the palace. Then Nero, filled with concern, ordered to bring them speedily before him. And on the following day Simon the magian, and Peter and Paul the apostles of Christ, having come in to Nero, Simon said: These are the disciples of the Nazarene, and it is not at all well that they should be of the people of the Jews, Nero said: What is a Nazarene?  Also Nero said, Who is Christ? But if thou wished to know, O good emperor, the things that have been done in Judaea about Christ, take the writing of Pontius Pilate sent to Claudius, and thus thou wilt know all. And Nero ordered them to be brought, and to be read in their presence; and they were to following effect:
Pontius Pilate to Claudius, greetings. 

There has lately happened an event which I myself was concerned in. For the Jews through envy have inflicted on themselves, and those coming after them, dreadful judgments…He, then, when I was procurator, came into Judaea. And they saw him enlightening the blind, cleansing lepers, healing paralytics, expelling demons from men, raising the dead, subduing the winds, waling upon the waves of the sea, and doing many other wonders, and all the people of the Jews calling him Son of God. Then the chief priests, moved with envy against him, seized him, and delivered him to me; and telling one lie after another, they said that he was a wizard, and did contrary to their law. And I, having believed that these things were so, gave him up, after scourging him, to their will; and they crucified him, and after he was buried set guards over him. But he, while my soldiers were guarding him, rose on the third day. And to such a degree was the wickedness of the Jews inflamed against him, that they gave money to the soldiers, saying, Say his disciples have stolen his body. But they, having taken the money, were not able to keep silence as to what had happened; for they have testified that they have seen him (after he was) risen, and that they have received money from the Jews. These things, therefore, have I reported, that no one should falsely speak otherwise, and that thou should not suppose that the falsehoods of the Jews are to be believed.                                                                                        Pontius Pilate to Claudius
Then both Peter and Paul were led away from the presence of Nero. And Paul was beheaded on the Ostesian road. Then, having reversed the cross, they nailed his feet up.                

(ACTS OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PETER AND PAUL BOOK 8 PAGES 477-484
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