PSALMS

BOOK 5
Lesson Sixteen
Ps 146:1-10
146:1 The Happiness of Those who’s Help Is the LORD. Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 2 While I live I will praise the LORD; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 3 Do not put your trust in princes, Nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help. 4 His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; in that very day his plans perish. 5 Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, Whose hope is in the LORD his God, 6 Who made heaven and earth, The sea, and all that is in them; Who keeps truth forever, 7 Who executes justice for the oppressed, Who gives food to the hungry. The LORD gives freedom to the prisoners. 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; The LORD raises those who are bowed down; The LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the strangers; He relieves the fatherless and widow; but the way of the wicked He turns upside down. 10 The LORD shall reign forever --Your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! NKJV
Psalm 146:1-10
(G-14)
FIRST HALLELUJAH PSALM.

(GENESIS).

G-14

A
Ps. 146:1, 2

Hallelujah.


B
Ps. 146:3-

Wrong trust.


Man.



C
Ps. 146:-3

Powerless.



D
Ps. 146:4

Mortal.



B
Ps. 146:5

Right trust.


Jehovah.



C
Ps. 146:6-9

Powerful.



D
Ps. 146:10-

Eternal.



A
Ps. 146:10-

Hallelujah.
The first of the five “Hallelujah” Psalms concluding the whole book of the Psalms; each beginning and ending with this word Hallelujah.

The first has GENESIS for its subject; the second, EXODUS; the third, LEVITICUS; the fourth, NUMBERS, and the fifth, DEUTERONOMY.

146:1. Praise ye THE LORD = Hallelu-JAH. Praise. Figure of Speech Apostrophe. The Lord. Hebrew Jehovah.

146:4. His breath, &c. This verse occurs in the Apocrypha (1 Macc. 2:63); but why is it assumed that this verse is taken from the Book of Maccabees, instead of this verse in Maccabees being taken from this Psalm?

146:5. Happy. The last of the twenty-seven Beatitudes in the Book of Psalms. Of Jacob: i.e. the God who met Jacob (Genesis 28:13) when he had nothing (Genesis 32:10), and deserved nothing. This title answers to the New Testament title “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10). Happy indeed are all they who have this God for their God.

146:6. Made heaven, and earth. Another reference to Genesis (ch. 1). Compare v. 4 above

Ps 146:1-2
This is the first of five similar hymns of praise, all beginning and ending with Hallelujah. This small collection has served as a short hymnal to be used daily in the worship of the Synagogue. Like most of the psalms in this final Book, the present form of these psalms reflects post-Exilic circumstances, thought, and language.

Verse 1-2. The Vow of Praise. While I live will I praise the Lord. In language similar to that of the preceding psalm, the vow of praise is set forth in absolute terms.

BOOK FIVE LESSON SIXTEEN
Ps 146:3-4
The Powerlessness of Man. put not your trust in princes. Because of his own experiences, the psalmist pleads with men not to depend on the favors of noblemen (cf. Prov 19:6). He realizes that no lasting help can come from one whose breath and thoughts vanish while his body goes back to dust. The exact circumstance to which the psalmist refers cannot be identified. However, such a conclusion could be drawn from any time in Israel's history.

Psalms 146: (Psalms 146-150) form the concluding doxology of the Psalter. Psalms 146 praises God as creator (verse 6 “maker of heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever;” Tanakh) and redeemer (verses 7-9). Its style is anthological; many of the thoughts and phrases appear elsewhere in the Psalter. 1: Praise the Lord, O my soul, and cf. “Bless the Lord, O my soul” (103:1). 3-4: Mortal man, even a prince (the great), cannot be relied upon because his life is limited, but God reigns forever (verse 10). 4 An allusion to the second creation story (Genesis 3:19; Psalms 104:29). Jewish Study Bible
Ps 146:5-10
The Power of God. Happy is he ... whose hope is in the Lord. The one who has the Lord as his helper and his hope is truly blessed. This hope is based upon God's creation of the universe, his loving care of man, and his everlasting reign. The special emphasis upon God as the champion of the needy and the oppressed suggests that the psalmist was a member of such a group within the society of his day. Note the fivefold emphasis placed upon the name Yahweh in verses 7-10.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

7. The Lord loseth the prisoners.

8. The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind.

8. The Lord raises them that are bowed down.

8. The Lord loveth the righteous.

9. The Lord preserved the strangers.

146:6-8 God relieves oppression and hunger. 7: Sets prisoners free, as a reference to the exiles, (cf. Isaiah 49:9). 9: Stranger…orphan and widow, those in society who lack human family protectors. (See Deuteronomy 24:17; 27:19; Psalms 94:6; Jeremiah 7:5-6; Zechariah 7:10). 10: The eternal kingship of God. The conclusion recalls and supplements Exodus 15:18. Zion, Jerusalem.                               Jewish Study Bible
Ps 147:1-20
147:1 Praise to God for His Word and Providence.  

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and praise is beautiful. 

2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers together the outcasts of Israel. 3 He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 4 He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name. 5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite. 6 The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked down to the ground. 7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; Sing praises on the harp to our God, 8 Who covers the heavens with clouds, Who prepares rain for the earth, Who makes grass to grow on the mountains. 9 He gives to the beast its food, and to the young ravens that cry. 10 He does not delight in the strength of the horse; He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man. 11 The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy. 12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 13 For He has strengthened the bars of your gates; He has blessed your children within you. 14 He makes peace in your borders, and fills you with the finest wheat. 15 He sends out His command to the earth; His word runs very swiftly. 16 He gives snow like wool; He scatters the frost like ashes; 17 He casts out His hail like morsels; who can stand before His cold? 18 He sends out His word and melts them; He causes His wind to blow, and the waters flow. 19 He declares His word to Jacob, His statutes and His judgments to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any nation; And as for His judgments, they have not known them. Praise the LORD! NKJV
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Psalm 147:1-20
(G-14)
THE SECOND HALLELUJAH PSALM.

(EXODUS)

G-14

E
Ps. 147:1-

Hallelujah.


F-1
Ps. 147:-1-3

Praise.



Kindness to Israel.



G-1
Ps. 147:4, 5

General operations.

Nature.



H-1
Ps. 147:6

Contrast.


What Jehovah does.



F-2
Ps. 147:7

Praise.



Kindness to Israel.



G-2
Ps. 147:8, 9

General operations.

Nature.



H-2
Ps. 147:10, 11

Contrast.


What Jehovah delights in.



F-3
Ps. 147:12-14

Praise.



Kindness to Israel.



G-3
Ps. 147:15-18

General operations.

Nature.



H-3
Ps. 147:19, 20-
Contrast.


What Jehovah has shown.



E
Ps. 147:-20

Hallelujah.
147:2. Doth build up Jerusalem = is Jerusalem’s builder (participle). No reference to post-exilic building. Compare Ps. 122:3.

147:4. Stars…names. See Gospel in the Stars in my Genesis Study. Compare Isaiah 40:26. Names. The reference is to the knowledge of the “names” in building up the nation of Israel. Compare vv. 2 and 20 with Exodus 1:7-20; and vv. 15, 19 with Exodus 20.
147:8. Mountains. The LXX adds “and herb for the service of men.” From thence it found its way into the Prayer Book Version. Compare Ps. 104:14. Here, the addition is out of place, as “man” is not introduced till v. 10.
147:12. Praise [oh Jerusalem] the Lord. This meaning is found in the Hebrew and you can see that it is not the same word as found in v. 1. Only David and Solomon used this.

147:20. Not dealt so, &c. The reference is to Exodus 20. Compare Deut. 4:7, 8.

Ps 147:1-6
The outpouring of gratitude, as in this psalm, has always been a vital part of Israel's worship. This is truly a hymn of praise from beginning to end without a word of complaint or a single petition. A logical development is difficult to discover because three psalms are here compressed into one (vv. 1-6, 7-11, and 12-20). These separate elements are partly evident in the LXX, where verses 12-20 are listed as a different psalm.

Verse 1-6. His Goodness to Israel. The Lord doth build up ... he gathereth together. After a brief call to praise, the psalmist declares how good the Lord has been to his people. Verses 2, 3 undoubtedly refer to the restoration following the Exile. Each thing that God has done is linked up with his greatness, his power, and his understanding.

Ps 147:1-6
It is the tone of the restoration-period of Ezra and Nehemiah that meets us sounding forth out of this and the two following Psalms, even more distinctly and recognizably than out of the nearly related preceding Psalm (cf. v. 6 with Ps 146:9). In Psalms 147 thanksgiving is rendered to God for the restoration of Jerusalem, which is now once more a city with walls and gates; in Ps 148 for the restoration of the national independence; and in Ps 149 for the restoration of the capacity of joyously and triumphantly defending themselves to the people so long rendered defenseless and so ignominiously enslaved.

Psalms 147: A postexilic psalm in which praise for God the creator alternates with praise for God the redeemer of Israel, who restored the exiles and rebuilt Jerusalem. The restoration is like the creation in that it shows God’s great power over the world, and for it God is worthy of praise. Implicit logic leads to the conclusion that, just as God continues to care for the natural world, so He will not cease to care for Israel. Jewish Study Bible
BOOK FIVE LESSON SIXTEEN

147:3 God heals those broken in spirit and in body, that is, the exiles. Broken hearts, those who are contrite or penitent (51:19). 4: That God remembers each and every on of the stars is proof of His power and wisdom (cf. Isaiah 40:26). Just as God pays attention to all the stars, so does He attend to all His people. 

                                                                                                                                             Jewish Study Bible
Ps 147:7-11
His Providence over Nature. Who covereth the heaven with clouds. The thought is extended beyond the borders of Israel to encompass all creatures. The Lord's provision of rain and food is especially important in a land where skies are cloudless from April to October. The psalmist realizes that God's favor is not based upon physical strength in man or beast.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Ps 147:7-11
Towards Him, the gracious Sustainer of all beings, are the ravens croaking for their food pointed (cf. Luke 12:24, "Consider the ravens"), just like the earth that thirsts for rain. He is the all-conditioning One. Man, who is able to know that which the irrational creature unconsciously acknowledges, is in the feeling of his dependence to trust in Him and not in himself. 8-9 God created an ecologically harmonious world in which creatures are cared for (cf. 104:10-16); the psalm stresses God’s ongoing care for His creatures. 10-11: Those who survive are not necessarily the swiftest or most powerful, but those who fear the Lord (see especially Proverbs 21:31). Fear of the Lord, i.e. respect for God that leads to following His ways, is a major principle in wisdom teachings.                                                                                                         Jewish Study Bible
Ps 147:12-20
His Care for Jerusalem. For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates. Jerusalem and Zion are used as parallel terms in descriptive personification, symbolizing God's people who dwell and worship within. The blessings of protection, peace, and prosperity are set forth as present realities. The psalm closes with a reference to Israel's unique relationship to God as his Chosen People.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

147:12 Jerusalem is personified as a mother praising God (cf. Lamentations Chapter 1 where she is personified as a widow, mourning and lamenting). 13-14: The bars of your gates, protection against enemies. God brings to Jerusalem security and prosperity. 15-18: God’s commands are always carried out. He creates the ice and hail through His command, and then orders them to melt. The terms word and command occur four times in these verses. God’s command to nature in verse 15 becomes His commands to Jacob, His statues and rules to Israel in verse 19. Just as the world is operated by God’s command, so Israel should conduct itself by God’s commandments, which are a special gift to Israel.                                           Jewish Study Bible
Ps 148:1-14
148:1 Praise to the LORD from Creation Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! 2 Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts! 3 Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all you stars of light! 4 Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created. 6 He also established them forever and ever; He made a decree that shall not pass away. 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, You great sea creatures and all the depths; 8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 9 Mountains and all hills; Fruitful trees and all cedars; 10 Beasts and all cattle; Creeping things and flying fowl; 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples; Princes and all judges of the earth; 12 Both young men and maidens; Old men and children. 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven. 14 And He has exalted the horn of His people, the praise of all His saints --Of the children of Israel, A people near to Him. Praise the LORD! 

NKJV
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Psalm 148:1-14
(G-14)
THE THIRD HALLELUJAH PSALM.       (LEVITICUS).

G-14

I
Ps. 148:1-

Hallelujah.


J
Ps. 148:-1

Praise from the heavens.


(2nd Person).



K
Ps. 148:2-4

Things in the heavens.



L
Ps. 148:5-

Injunction.

    “Let them praise.”



M
Ps. 148:-5, 6

Reasons.

    “For.”



J
Ps. 148:7-

Praise from the earth.


(2nd Person).



K
Ps. 148:-7-12

Things in the earth.



L
Ps. 148:13-

Injunction.

   “Let them praise.”



M
Ps. 148:-13-14-
Reasons.

   “For.”



I
Ps. 148:-14

Hallelujah.
The third of the last five Hallelujah Psalms. The Leviticus Psalm. Compare v. 14 with Leviticus 10:3.
148:1. The Lord. Hebrew Jehovah with ‘eth = Jehovah Himself.

148:3. Stars of light. Gen. of Origin = stars that give light = light bearers, as in Gen. 1:14-16.

148:7. Dragons = sea monsters.

148:13. Earth and heaven: i.e. combining the two subjects of vv. 1 and 7. This order of these two words occurs only here and in Genesis 2:4.
148:14. Near unto Him. The reference is to Leviticus and its leading thought. See Lev. 10:3, 21:21.

Ps 148:1-6
The third hymn of praise in the closing collection is a call for a universal chorus of praise by everything in heaven and on earth. The closing verse undoubtedly refers to the return from exile and indicates the reason and occasion for such world-shaking praise.

Verse 1-6. The Call to the Heavens. From the heavens ... in the heights. Using the language of the ancient Near-Eastern cosmology, the psalmist seeks praise from the heavenly beings and the heavenly phenomena. Verses 5, 6 are a response or a refrain that was probably sung by a choir in an antiphonal manner. God's creation of the heavenly objects and his sustaining of them are reason enough for praise.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Psalms 148: God is praised for His creation by all that He created, from celestial beings to all the world’s rulers and people, including the animate and inanimate (mountains, trees). Praise emanates from the sky and its creations (verses 1-6) and from the earth (including the sea) and its creations (verses 7-12), for God’s splendor is over earth and sky (verse 13). The psalm echoes part of the story of creation in Genesis Chapter 1 but includes exotic meteorological phenomena (cf. Job Chapter 38).

148:2 The word translated as “angel” is “mal’akh,” “messenger.” This may refer to the idea that God is surrounded by an entourage of angels or divine beings (8:6; Job 1:6), or that the celestial bodies are God’s messengers (cf. 104:4). 4: For waters that are above the heavens, (cf. Genesis 1:7). 6-7: A reference to the mythological destruction of the sea-monster (cf. 74:13-14; Isaiah 51:9-10), suppressed and neutralized, as it is in Genesis 1:21, to which this is an allusion. For ocean depths, that is, “creatures of the deep,” (cf. Isaiah 42:10). 6: For God’s setting limits to the water, (cf. Jeremiah 5:22).                         Jewish Study Bible
Ps 148:7-14
The Call to the Earth. From the earth. The psalmist begins with the depths of the earth and refers to all forms of life, inanimate and animate. Note that man, as the crown of creation, is reserved until the last. Verses 13, 14 act as a second response, signifying the basic reasons for this praise. God's glory and the redeeming of his Chosen People are judged to be sufficient reasons. From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary.
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Ps 148:7-14

The Israel of the Exile had lost its horn, i.e., its comeliness and its defensive and offensive power. God has now given it a horn again, and that a high one, i.e., has helped Israel to attain again an independence among the nations that commands respect. In Ps 132, where the horn is an object of the promise, we might directly understand by it the Branch (Zemach). Here, where the poet speaks out of his own present age, this is at least not the meaning that he associates with the words. What now

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

148:8 For hail and snow, (cf. Job 38:22-30). For wind and fire as God’s messengers, (cf. 104:4). 9: Cedars are the stateliest of trees and were used in the construction of the Temple. 13-14: These verses are included in the liturgy for returning the Torah to the Ark since the Torah may be seen as representing God. They proclaim that God alone is sublime and that He raises the horn, the power, of His people Israel. God’s name is His essence. The entire world is to praise God for the victory He has given to His people. (Cf. 117:2). Jewish Study Bible
Ps 149:1-9
149:1 Praise to God for His Salvation and Judgment. Praise the LORD!
Sing to the LORD a new song, And His praise in the assembly of saints. 2 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 3 Let them praise His name with the dance; Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp. 4 For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble with salvation. 5 Let the saints be joyful in glory; Let them sing aloud on their beds. 6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, 7 to execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples; 8 to bind their kings with chains, And their nobles with fetters of iron; 9 to execute on them the written judgment --This honor have all His saints. Praise the LORD! NKJV
Psalm 149:1-9
(G-14)

THE FOURTH HALLELUJAH PSALM    (NUMBERS).

G-14

N
Ps. 149:1-

Hallelujah.



O
Ps. 149:-1

Saints to praise.



P
Ps. 149:2

Israel to rejoice in Jehovah.



Q
Ps. 149:3-

Praise.



In. A.V. For Heb. see note below.



R
Ps. 149:-3-

How



Q
Ps. 149:-3-

Praise.



R
Ps. 149:-3

How.



P
Ps. 149:4

Jehovah taketh pleasure in Israel.



O
Ps. 149:5-9-

Saints to praise.



N
Ps. 149:-9

Hallelujah.
The fourth of the concluding five Hallelujah Psalms, answering to Numbers.  Compare vv. 5-9 with Numb. 24:17-24.
149:1. Congregation = assembly (in its military aspect). Saints = favored, or beloved, v. 5. (O).

149:3. In the Hebrew this verse is an Introversion:-

Q
Ps. 149:3-
Let them praise His name.

Z
Ps. 149:-3-
With the dance.

Z
Ps. 149:-3-
With the timbrel and harp.

Q
Ps. 149:-3-
Let them sing praises unto Him.

149:5. In glory = “with [ascriptions of] glory.”

149:9. The judgment written. See Deuteronomy 32:40-43. Compare Isaiah 45:14, Ezekiel 25:14, and chs. 38 and 39, Zech. 14. The special reference is to Numbers 24:17-24.

BOOK FIVE LESSON SIXTEEN
Ps 149:1-4
This hymn of praise makes special reference to the celebration of a recent victory. Many interpreters understand the closing verses to be eschatological rather than historical. However, the first four verses are clearly related to a present reality of God's deliverance. Although the event cannot be identified precisely, the purpose of the original composition is evidently to thank God for victory at the time of the warriors' return.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Ps 149:1-4
Verse 1-4. The Summons to Praise. Sing unto the Lord a new song. The scene is a great assembly of the saints or godly ones at the Temple. The importance of the occasion is seen in the need for a new song to celebrate the new victory of their armies. Verse 3 with its mention of dancing brings out clearly the spirit of rejoicing and joy requested in verse 2. The victory itself is an indication that God's favor and salvation have been poured out on his oppressed people.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Psalms 149: An exilic or postexilic psalm, depending on whether the event envisioned has already taken place or is yet to come. The even is God’s deliverance of His people from exile and their restoration to Judah. The psalm envisions a reversal whereby Israel is the victor and its enemies the vanquished. The threefold repetition of the faithful (“hasid,” verses 1, 5, 9; see 4:4) emphasizes loyalty to God. 1: A new song, in the eschatological future. (Cf. Isaiah 42:10; Psalms 96:1; 144:9). 2: Their king, God. Judah is no longer independent and therefore has no human king. 3: (Cf. 150:3-5; Exodus 15:20; 2 Samuel 6:5).                 Jewish Study Bible
Ps 149:5-9
The Song of Victory. Let the saints be joyful ... let them sing aloud. The pious ones are pictured as rejoicing in triumph and singing on their beds because safety is now their reward. The picture of the warriors praising God with "two-mouthed" (AV, (two-edged) swords in their hands is symbolic of the victories achieved in his name. Figuratively. God's saints today are to wield the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12).

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

149:5 Upon their couches, at night in private (Ibn Ezra). Some emend to “their clans.” 7: The idea of retribution against those who harmed Israel is common (Lamentations 3:34-66; 4:22). It signifies that God maintains power over the enemy and that His relationship with Israel is still in force. 8: The treatment received by prisoners of war. The kings who were victorious over Israel are, in turn, defeated and taken captive. 9: God has already decreed the fate of the enemy.                                                                    Jewish Study Bible
Ps 149:6-9

The poet, however, in connection with the expression "written," has neither this nor that passage of Scripture in his mind, but the testimony of the Law and of prophecy in general, that all kingdoms shall become God's and His Christ's. Subjugation (and certainly not without bloodshed) is the scriptural mishªpaaT (OT: 4941) for the execution of which Jahve makes use of His own nation. Because the God who thus vindicates Himself is Israel's God, this subjugation of the world is haadaar (OT: 1926), splendor and glory, to all who are in love devoted to Him. The glorifying of Jahve is also the glorifying of Israel.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)
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Ps 150:1 - 6
150:1 Let All Things Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!

Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty firmament! 2 Praise Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness! 3 Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! 4 Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals! 6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD! NKJV
Psalm 150:1-6
(G-15)

THE FIFTH HALLELUJAH PSALM         (DEUTERONOMY).

G-15

A
Ps. 150:1-

Hallelujah.


B.
Ps. 150:-1-

The Sanctuary.



C
Ps. 150:-1

Praise of Jehovah’s power.



C
Ps. 150:2

Praise of Jehovah’s might.



B
Ps. 150:3-6-

Instruments of the Sanctuary.



A
Ps. 150:-6

Hallelujah.

The fifth of the last five Hallelujah Psalms, answering to the great thought of Deuteronomy. Compare v. 2 with Deuteronomy 3:24, and 32:43.

150:1. Sanctuary. The earthly sanctuary and the heavenly: the lower being formed on the pattern of the higher. See Hebrew 8:5, 9:23, and Compare 1 Chron. 28:11-13, 19.  Firmament: Hebrew = expanse (Gen. 1:6).

150:2. For = in [the recital of] His mighty acts. Excellent = the abundance of His greatness or grandeur.

150:6. Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Halelujah, thus fitly closing the Book of Psalms. Compare the endings of the other four books.

Ps 150:1
This final hymn of praise measures up to its position of honor as the doxology for the whole Psalter. Every phrase in the psalm seems to build upon the preceding thought in preparation for the climax, which comes suddenly as an outburst of mighty praise from the host of heaven and earth.

Verse 1. The Place Specified. In this sanctuary ... in the firmament. The sanctuary may have reference to God's heavenly habitation or the earthly Temple. While the former meaning is parallel to the firmament, the latter idea would have much more significance for the assembled worshipers.

Ps 150:2
The Reasons Advanced. His mighty acts ... his excellent greatness. His mighty acts in creation and history have been the theme of many psalms. His greatness has been a recurring theme in these final hymns of praise (cf. Ps 145; 147).

Ps 150:3-5

The Instrument Enumerated. With the sound of ... The psalmist seems to have arranged these instruments in random order. It is likely that each was sounded when it was mentioned and continued to play through the end of the Hallelujah (cf. W. O. E. Oesterley, The Psalms, p. 589 ff., for a description of the instruments involved).

Ps 150:6
The Choir Assembled. Let everything that hath breath. Not merely the priests and Levites nor merely the congregation, but all the creatures of time and space which have breath are included in this choir of choirs. The Psalter ends, but the melody lingers on as the worshipers continue to chant, Hallelujah, Praise ye the Lord.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
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Psalms 150: Resounding praise for God. The command to praise, “Hallelu,” occurs in every verse. This psalm concludes the section and the book of Psalms as a whole, capturing the essence of the book. Instead of closing with a doxological verse, the book closes with an entire chapter that serves as a doxology. 1: His sanctuary, literally “His holy (place),” which may mean the temple – where formal or ritual praise took place and where psalms were sung – or, as the following line suggests, the heavens.

The sky, His stronghold the site of praise is enlarged to include the whole world. God does not dwell in the Temple; He dwells in the sky (Isaiah 66:1), so heaven is His Temple. For similar thought and language (see 11:4: “The Lord is in His holy palace; the Lord – His throne is in heaven.” His stronghold, Hebrew “uzo” sometimes refers to the Ark (78:61; 105:4; 132:8) or an attribute of God or His Temple (29:2; 63:3; 96:6).

150:2 His mighty acts, all the great deeds He did for His people. Praising God for His deeds is not a reward for God but a tribute to His nature. God is known by His deeds. Another way to understand this phrase is “Praise Him ‘with’ (the recitation of) His mighty acts.” The preposition “b-“ before His mighty acts is the same preposition as before with harp (verse 3) and the other musical instruments, and may be construed as the means by which God is to be praised: with words of His deeds and with music.
150:3-5 A symphony of praise. Psalms were accompanied by music played on various instruments: stringed, wind, and percussion. 6: All that breathes all creatures in the world. Universal praise for God is a common theme (e.g. 145:21). Here, it climactically concludes the psalm and the Psalter as a whole. Jewish Study Bible
This ends the study of the Psalms.
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