ZECHARIAH

CHAPTER 14 –THE DAY OF THE LORD

4) Messiah's Visible Return to Earth. 14:1-5.

14:1-21 THREATENING  AGAINST ENEMIES  THE LORD’S DAY

A  14:1.  
Jehovah’s day.

Coming.

  B  14:2.
   Nations gathered.

A  14:3-11.
Jehovah’s day.

Going forth.

  B  14:12-21
   Nations smitten.

14:3-11  (B, above).  JEHOVAH.
GOING FORTH.

B  D-1  14:3.

Jehovah.
Going forth.

         E-1  14:4, 5-.
   Events and Consequences.

     D-2  14:-5.

Jehovah.
Coming.

         E-2  14:6-8.
   Events and Consequences.

     D-3  14:9.

Jehovah.
Reigning.

         E-3  14:10, 11.
   Events and Consequences.

Zechariah 14:1-9

1 BEHOLD, A day of the Lord is coming when the spoil [taken from you] shall be divided [among the victors] in the midst of you. 2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses rifled and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fought in the day of battle. 4 And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from the east to the west by a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north and half of it toward the south. [Isaiah 64:1,2.] 5 And you shall flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal, and you shall flee as you fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah; and the Lord my [Zechariah's] God shall come, and all the holy ones [saints and angels] with Him.  [Amos 1:1; Colossians 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14; Jude 1; 15.] 

6 And it shall come to pass in that day that there shall not be light; the glorious and bright ones [the heavenly bodies] shall be darkened. 7 But it shall be one continuous day, known to the Lord — not day and not night, but at evening time there shall be light. 8 And it shall be in that day that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern [Dead] Sea and half of them to the western [Mediterranean] Sea; in summer and in winter shall it be. 9 And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that day the Lord shall be one [in the recognition and worship of men] and His name one. AMP
Zechariah 14:3

The Lord Reigns

14:3. divine warrior. See comment on Zechariah 9:14. The imagery of the deity standing on a mountain is well known in the ancient Near East (see comment on Micah 1:3), especially on cylinder seals. In these pictures the mountain is believed to represent the center of the earth. (IVP)
14:4. Mount of Olives. The Mount of Olives is so named only here in the Old Testament. It is a ridge two and a half miles long running north and south just east across the Kidron Valley from Jerusalem. 

  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
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14:4. splitting of Mount of Olives. In Akkadian literature leveling mountains is an act of destruction, but there is no reference to splitting mountains to provide for escape. The ascent up the Mount of Olives from the Kidron Valley is quite steep, so an east-west valley would certainly facilitate the refugees' flight. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:5. Azel. There is no clear consensus regarding the location of Azel. In other verses it is only the name of a person in the genealogy of Saul. If the territory name is connected to the person, it would be located northwest of Jerusalem in the territory of Benjamin, but it is difficult to understand what is intended by having the valley extend there. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:5. earthquake in Uzziah's days. Seismic activity in Syro-Palestine is a common occurrence. The region lies over the Jordan Rift, which stretches from Damascus to the Gulf of Aqabah, and is therefore subject to periodic shifts of the earth. There is evidence of a sizeable earthquake in the stratum 6 excavations at Hazor, dating to approximately 760. It is possible that this is the one referred to here, but additional corroborating evidence needs to be sought at other sites, especially Bethel and Samaria. The fact that this earthquake is used to date both Amos's prophetic activity and the reign of King Uzziah suggests that it must have been massive and therefore an event that would have stuck in the minds of the people. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)

14:1-21 Earth – shaking events lead to the establishment of Jerusalem as the center of the world and the place from which the Lord reigns over all. [Jewish Study Bible]
14:4-5 Mount of Olives, a mount east of, and in the vicinity of, Jerusalem. Valley in the Hills, perhaps, “valley in / between the hills.” The Hebrew word for “hill” is often translated “mount” or “mountain.” And the Valley…shall be stopped up: Hebrew reads “you shall flee by the valley of My hills / mountains” (i.e. the new valley created by the Lord). Azal, an unknown location in the area. Some scholars assume that the original text read “‘Etzel,” i.e. “side” and, accordingly, that the test read” “the valley between the hills reached to each side (of the now split Mount of Olives).”  [Jewish Study Bible]

14:1 Lo, a day of the Lord is coming when [your – Jerusalem is addressed] spoil shall be divided in your very midst!

14:2: For I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem for war: The city shall be captured, the houses plundered, and the women violated; and a part of the city shall go into exile. But the rest of the population shall not be uprooted from the city. 

14:3: Then the Lord will come forth and make war on these nations, as He is wont to make war on a day of battle.

14:4: On that day, He will set His feet on the Mount of Olives, near Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall split across from east to west, and one part of the Mount shall shift to the north and the other to the south, a huge gorge. 
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14:5: [Vocalizing (we) Hebrew nistam with Targum, Septuagint, and an old Hebrew manuscript. Other manuscripts and printed editions read, “You [plural] shall flee (to) the Valley in the Hills, for the Valley of the Hills shall reach up to Azal. You shall flee as you fled because of the earthquake…’] And the Valley in the Hills shall be stopped up, for the Valley of the Hills shall reach only to Azal; it shall be stopped up as it was stopped up as a result of the earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of Judah. – And the Lord my God, with all the holy beings, will come to you.  Tanakh Hebrew Text in English
Note: Now let us lay a foundation for this chapter from the book of Revelation.
Revelation 19:11-18

(Revised Text) "And I saw the heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and one seated upon him, Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and warreth; his eyes flame of fire, and on his head many diadems, having a name written which no one knoweth but himself, and clothed in vesture dipped (or stained) with blood, and his name is called THE WORD OF GOD. And the armies, the ones in the heaven were following him on white horses, clothed in fine linen, white, pure. And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that with it he may smite the nations; and HE shall rule (or shepherdize) them with a rod of iron; and HE treaded the winepress of the wine of the anger of the wrath of the God, the All-Ruler. And he hath upon his vesture, even upon his thigh a name written. KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. And I saw a certain angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a great voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in mid-heaven, Hither, be gathered together to the great supper of God, that ye may eat flesh of kings, and flesh of captains of thousands, and flesh of mighty men, and flesh of horses, and of those that sit on them, and flesh of all (classes), both free and bond, and small and great."
a. The marriage of the Lamb, and the grand banquet which attends it, are speedily followed with the closing scene of this present world. It is a scene of war and blood. It is the battle of the great day of God Almighty. 

b. It is the coming forth of the powers of eternity to take forcible possession of the earth. It finds all the confederated kingdoms of man mustered in rebellion against the anointed and rightful sovereign of the earth. 

c. A collision ensues, which is the most wonderful that ever occurs under heaven. And the result is a victory for the right, which is to be forever. The description is one of the grandest contained in these Revelations. In proceeding to contemplate it four things are to be considered:

I. THE MIGHTY CONQUEROR

II. THE HOSTS WHICH FOLLOW HIM

III. THE ARMIES HE ENCOUNTERS

IV. THE COMPLETENESS OF HIS TRIUMPH

Revelation 19:11-18
I.

The sublime Hero of the scene is none other than our ever blessed Lord Jesus. His name is not given, but the marks and inscriptions which he bears, and all that is said of him, infallibly identify him as that same Jesus who went up into heaven from the summit of Mount Olivet, and whose holy feet are to stand again on these self-same heights.

1. "He comes forth out of heaven."  For this purpose John saw it opened. 
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Revelation 19:11-18
(a) When Jesus came up from the waters of baptism, "the heavens were open unto him," and the Spirit descended upon him, and a voice from the empyrean depths said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:16). 
(b) When Stephen was martyred he saw "the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God" (Acts 7:55). 
(c) When Jesus was on earth he promised his disciples that they should see the heaven opened (John 1:51). At the beginning of these visions John beheld a door opened in the heaven, and through that opening he was called up, while all was closed to the general mass of people (Revelation 4:1). 
(d) But here was quite a different opening from any that has occurred or will occur until then. This is that rending of the heaven for the glorious Epiphany of Christ with his people, to which the Scriptures refer so much. 
(e) For, as we believe that "he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty," so we believe that "from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead" (2 Timothy 4:1; 1 Peter 4:5). So the Lamb, being married now, leaves the Father house and comes forth to take possession of what is especially his own.

2. "He rides upon a white horse."  This horse tells of royalty, judgment, and war. His white color tells of righteousness and justice. Light is the robe of divine majesty, and white is the color that most attaches to Christ in all these judgment scenes.
(A). When the first seal broke he rode a white horse; 
(B). when the great harvest is reaped he sits upon a white cloud; 
(C). And at the end of the thousand years he sits upon a white throne; 
(D). And so here he is seated on the white steed of battle, for "in righteousness doth he make war." 
In the day of his humiliation he rode but once-when he came to the Jewish nation as its anointed king. But he then rode upon an ass, a colt, the foal of an ass. Then he was the meek and lowly one; but here the little domestic animal is exchanged for the martial charger, for this is another and mightier coming as the King of the World, "just and having salvation." In his majesty he rides prosperously, because of truth, and meekness, and righteousness.

3. "He is Faithful and True."  This presents him in sharp contrast with those whom he cometh to judge and destroy. 

a. The Dragon is the deceiver; 

b. The Beast is the False Christ; 

c. His companion is the False Prophet, 

d. And the great confederacy is made up of false worshippers. 

These are to be handled now, and it is the embodiment of all faithfulness and truth that comes to deal with them. There is then no hope for them, for if justice be done them they have no show whatever. The worst thing that can happen to some is to give them what they deserve. But greatly do these attributes exalt this Hero. They lift him far above the level of humanity. They bespeak almightiness and essential Godhead. (Compare Revelation 3:7; 6:10; 15:3; 16:7). They cannot be predicated of any mere man. "Cursed be the man that trusted in man" (Jeremiah 17:5). 
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Revelation 19:11-18
There is too much deceit and treachery in human nature for it to be always and implicitly trusted. (Compare Psalms 72:9; 116:11; 118:8; Jeremiah 17:5). But here is one who is absolutely true and faithful. It is not in him to be or to prove unreliable. Though all men are liars, he is true and cannot disappoint.

4. "In righteousness he judges and warreth."  In the letter to the Laodiceans he was "the Faithful and True Witness," reproving and instructing his friends; here he is the Faithful and True Warrior and Judge, for the punishment of his enemies. Heaven cannot be at peace with iniquity, and justice cannot be at amity with falsehood and rebellion. When sin is once incorrigible, and incurable by remedial measures, it must be put down by force of arms. 

Mercy slighted and abused brings the executioner. The world banded together in arms against its true Sovereign brings against it the sword of insulted majesty. Not as human kings and nations war-out of covetousness, pride, and an ambition for selfish greatness and dominion-but in absolute justice and fight, and in strictest accord with every holy principle and every holy interest he now unsheathes and wields the sword of infinite power. 

Dreadful is the carnage, which follows, but no one can ever say that it is not precisely what was merited and demanded. The powers of judging and making war are often separated in earthly sovereignties, but it is only a conventional separation. They necessarily go together after all. Wherever there is war there is first a judgment made or entertained against those upon whom it is made, or in behalf of those whom it is to benefit. The general in the field is simply the sheriff and hangman of the court. And Christ is both judge and executioner, all powers in one, and all exercised in righteousness. 

1. To the Church he is the high priest, with girdle and ephod, stars and lamps, the minister of righteousness unto salvation. 

2. To the world in armed rebellion he is the mounted Warrior, the minister of righteousness unto destruction; but in both and always "Jesus Christ The Righteous."

Note I have covered this section earlier in Zechariah so I will not go onto # 2.
II.

a. When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven, in flaming fire taking vengeance upon them that know not God and that obey not the Gospel, he does not come alone. 

b. He is married now, and his Bride is with him. Even before the flood, Enoch [a book not found in Scripture] prophesied of this epiphany of the promised One, and said, "Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints to execute judgment upon all" (Jude 14-15). 

c. They are with him now; therefore they must have been taken before. John saw, and writes, "The armies, the ones in the heaven, were following him." Christ is the Head and Leader, and he goes before; his saints follow in his train. 

d. The promise from the beginning was, that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's head, and here it is emphasized, "He himself treaded the winepress of the wine of the anger of the wrath of the God, the All-Ruler." He himself is the Great Hero and Conqueror in this battle. 

e. But he is "Jehovah of hosts." He has many under his command. The armies of the sky are his, and he brings them with him, even "the called and chosen, and faithful" (Revelation 17:14).
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Revelation 19:11-18
1. On white horses. The great Captain is mounted, and they are mounted too. He comes as the Warrior, Judge, and King, and they share with him in the same character. They are warrior judges and kings with him. In Revelation 9, we were introduced to cavalry from the under world, of spirit horses from beneath; why not then celestial horses also? 

A. Horses and chariots of fire protected Elisha at Dothan.

B. Horses of fire took up Elijah into heaven. 

C. And heavenly horses bring the saints from heaven when they come with their great Leader for the final subjugation of the world to his authority. 

D. It is up to the bridle-bits of these horses that the blood in that battle is to flow (Revelation 14:20). These horses are all white, the same as the Great Captain rides. 

E. Everything is in harmony. The riders all are royal and righteous ones, and the same is expressed in the color of their horses.

2. "Clothed in fine linen, white, pure."  The fine linen was explained in the verses preceding. It is "the righteousness of the saints." Therefore these armies are saints, and not angels, as some have supposed. Those who share the kingdom with Christ are everywhere called "the righteous," and these have the apparel of the righteous, even that with which it was given the Bride to be clothed. Long ago, referring to this very scene, the Psalmist (Psalms 58:10-11) sung, "The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked; so that a man shall say, verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily He is a God that judges in the earth." 

3. They reign with the mighty Conqueror after the battle; and so they share in the battle and triumph, which bring the Kingdom. "Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world?" (1 Corinthians 6:2).

4. They wear no armor. They are immortal, and cannot be hurt; and they are not the executors of this vengeance. It is Christ's own personal victory, in accordance with the apostolic declaration, that "for this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the Devil." (1 John 3:8).

5. He bears the only sword, and he alone uses it. He treaded the wine press alone. Those who accompany him in the scene of conflict therefore need no weapons. The sword of the great Captain is enough. Their defense is in him, and their victory is in him. They follow up the achievements of his sword. 

6. They ride through the blood it causes to flow. They "wash their feet in" it, for it is up to the horses' bridles. But it is David who slays Goliath, and the hosts of God's Israel have only to follow up the mighty triumph, shouting their songs along the path of the victory. 

7. When the wicked are cut off, they shall see it; they shall diligently consider the place of the wicked, and it shall not be; but the meek shall inherit the earth, and delight themselves in the abundance of peace. (Psalms 37:10-11, 34). 
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Revelation 19:19-21
BUT WHO ARE THE ARMIES ENCOUNTERED? 

Revelation 19:19-21

(Revised Text) "And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and his armies, gathered together to make the battle with the sitter upon the horse, and with his army. And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who performed the miracles in his presence with which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worship his image; these two were cast alive into the lake of fire which burneth with brimstone; and the rest were slain with the sword of the sitter on the horse, which (sword) proceedeth out of his mouth; and the fowls were filled from their flesh."

III.

(A) Here we are left in no doubt. John says, "I saw the Beast, and the kings of the earth, and his armies, gathered together to make the battle with the Sitter upon the horse, and with his army."  

(B) How they were gathered, we were told in what occurred under the pouring out of the sixth bowl of wrath (Revelation 16:12-16). 

(C) Devil agents working devil miracles, were brought into requisition. They went forth "unto the kings of the earth, even of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty" (Revelation 16:14). 

(D) It was through these devil oracles that they learned of Christ's coming to unseat and destroy them; and by these devil miracles they were led to believe themselves competent to withstand all the armies of the heaven. 

(E) Therefore they agreed to try it, and to defeat all these Yahweh purposes of ill to their usurped dominion and blasphemous pretensions. Had they not a supernatural and immortal leader in the Beast that was not but is again present?

Note: There is no letter J in the Hebrew language and so the writer here is using the name of ‘four letters’, which is YHWH in the name Yahweh to stand for our God and King.  Paul the Learner
(a) Had they not with him a great supernatural and equally immortal Prophet, who knew everything, who had power over the forces of nature, who could even command fire from heaven and give spirit to a metallic image? 

(b) Would not these additional miracle-working spirits be their efficient helpers? 

(c) If they made no effort, no resistance, what hope was there for them? Was not the Beast God, "above all that is called God?" 

(d) Had eternity anything that could harm or vanquish such powers? 

(e) Had not every soldier in their armies learned how to strengthen and sustain himself by spirit influences far above unaided human ability? 

Let the Rider on the white horse come; let him be supported by myriads of his white-robed cavalry on their white horses; if he did work miracles in his lifetime, neither he nor his followers ever performed such as those which the potencies now urging them to armed resistance had shown. The struggle might be a hard one, but a combined and energetic effort would surely be successful. So they were taught; so they reasoned; so they believed. "Strong delusion" was upon them "that they should believe a lie, that they all might be damned" (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12). So they all with one accord went zealously into a great hell-indicted and hell-sealed compact and confederation, to make battle with the Lamb, the Sitter on the horse, and his army.
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Revelation 19:19-21

(1) We may wonder how rational people could be carried with one impulse into an attempt so daring and so absurd; but when people put the truth from them, and submit themselves to the Devil's lead, what is there of delusion and absurdity into which they are not liable to be carried? 

(2) How many among us comfort and assure themselves in their selfishness and sins with the belief that either there is no God, or that he is too good and merciful to fulfill his threatenings upon transgressors? 

(3) To this there need to be added only one-step more, to defy his judgments, and with that goes pledge of battle and declaration of war with his Omnipotence. 

(4) And the final outcome of this world's wisdom, unbelief, and repudiation of the rule and government of Jesus Christ, is the assembly of all the kings and armies, and captains of thousands, and mighty men, and people of all ranks and classes, upon the hills and valleys of Palestine, from Idumea to Esdraelon, 

(5) Equipped, resolved, eager, and confident of success, to meet the Son of God and his army in hostile collision, to decide by dreadful battle whether they or he shall have the sovereignty in the earth.

1. Everyone that denies Christ, 

2. Is on the way to defy Christ,

3. And to take up arms for the Usurper to conquer Christ. 

a. Everyone who refuses to be baptized into Christ, and objects to the oath of allegiance to Christ, is a fit subject for the branding irons and infamous mark of the antichrist; and when that is once impressed, there is no more recession from this gathering together to fight Christ, and to be dashed to destruction against his invincible throne. 

b. And when Hell's emissaries come, with all their marvel of word and deed to encourage the enemies of God to join, assemble, strike, and have the world forever to themselves, deluded mortals are persuaded, and march their armies to that field of blood from which there is no more return. 

"The pagan rage, and the people imagine a vain thing. The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us." (Psalms 2:1-3). 

Never was there more wicked or more disastrous madness. But when people cut loose from the bonds of obligation to their Maker, there is no limit to the delusions to which they expose themselves, and no enormity of daring or wickedness into which they are not liable to be betrayed, thinking it the true wisdom. And thus the kings of the earth and their armies gather toward Jerusalem, to conquer the Son of God, and to crush out his rule and Kingdom forever. 

WHAT, THEN, IS THE RESULT?

IV.

One of the most awful expressions in the Word of God, is what the Psalmist utters with regard to these enraged and deluded kings, and this their expedition, where he says, "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision" (Psalms 2:4). That laughs of God, who shall fathom it! How shall we even begin to tell its dread significance! From the depths of his eternal being, he so loved the world, as to give his co-eternal and only begotten Son for it. 
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Revelation 19:19-21

No gift was too precious in his sight, no sacrifice too great, to be made for its redemption. For six thousand years he has been ordering his gracious Providence in heaven and earth for its recovery from sin and death. 

(a) His prophets and his Son have labored, wept and died, and the ministries of his sublime servants have been unceasingly employed, to bring it to salvation. 

(b) But now he laughs! What failure of love, what exhaustion of grace, what emptying of the sea of his infinite mercies, what decay and withdrawal of all kindly interest and affection must have occurred that there should be this laugh! 

(c) The demonstrations of these confederates with the Beast are tremendous. The whole world moves with one heart, one aim, with all its genius and power concentrated on one end, and with all the potencies of Hell to nerve and help and guide it. 

(d) Never before was there such a combination of forces, natural and supernatural, directed with such skill, or animated with so daring and resolved a spirit. 

(e) Yet, Yahweh laughs! What infinitude of majesty and sovereign contempt does he thus express? The rebels are confident. They believe their leader invincible. They are sure of powers to handle all nature's forces. 

(f) They have no question about being able to cope with mortals or immortals, with human beings or gods. They despise alike the names and the sword of Him who rides the white horse, and all his heavenly cavalry. 

(g) They deem themselves ready and equal for any emergency of battle even with him who calls himself Almighty. But God laughs! Oh, the disappointment and destruction which that laugh portends!

1. An angel stationed in the sun anticipates the coming result. With a great voice he cries to all the birds of prey that fly in mid-heaven to come to a supper on the flesh of kings, captains, mighty men, horses and their riders, free and bond, small and great. This tells already an awful story. It tells of the greatest of people made food for the vultures; of kings and leaders, strong and confident, devoured on the field, with no one to bury them; of those who thought to conquer heaven's anointed King rendered helpless even against the timid birds; of vaunting gods of nature turned into its cast off and most dishonored dregs. And what is thus fore-intimated soon becomes reality. 

2. The Great Conqueror bows the heavens and comes down. He rides upon the cherub horse, and flies upon the wings of the wind. Smoke goes up from his nostrils, and devouring fire out of his mouth. He moves amid storms and darkness, from which the lightnings hurl their bolts, and hailstones mingle with the fire. He roars out of Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, until the heavens and the earth shake. He dashes forth in the fury of his incensed greatness amid clouds, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 

A. The sun frowns. 

B. The day is neither light nor dark. 

C. The mountains melt and cleave asunder at his presence. 

D. The hills bound from their seats and skip like lambs. 

E. The waters are dislodged from their channels. 

F. The sea rolls back with howling trepidation. 

G. The sky is rent and folds upon itself like a collapsed tent. 
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Revelation 19:19-21
It is the day for executing an armed world-a world in covenants with Hell to overthrow the authority and throne of God-and everything in terrified Nature joins to signalize the deserved vengeance. So the Scriptures everywhere represent. John saw it, but does not describe it. He only tells the result he beheld.

3. "And the Beast was taken."  The great Judgment strikes the head and leader first. He is not a system; or he would not fall until the myriads of his supporters fall. He is a person, as truly as his Captor is a person. He is distinct from his armies, as Christ is distinct from his; or he could not be taken in advance of his armies. He is the living god and confidence of all his hosts, and all this war is for his glory; therefore the assault is first made upon him. He is a supernatural being, a man resurrected from the dead by the Devil's power, and seemingly incapable of corporeal death, for he is not slain. No sword smites him. He does not die. In contradistinction from all save his companion, the False Prophet, it is specifically stated that he is simply "taken"-taken "alive," and "cast alive into the lake of fire." 

4. His worshippers held him to be invincible. They asked in the utmost confidence and triumph, who is like unto the Beast? Who can war with him? But, without the striking of a blow, and with all his worshippers in arms around him, he is "taken," captured as a lion seizes his prey, dragged away from the field as a helpless prisoner. With all his power, greatness, and resurrection-vigor and immunity from death, he is "taken." With greater ease than the Jewish mob took the unresisting Jesus, the Sitter on the white horse catches him away from the very center of his hosts. All the resistance he makes is the same as if it were not. He cannot help himself, and all his armies cannot help him. He must go whither his mighty Captor would take him. Tophet gets its own. And into the lake of fire he sinks to rise no more.

5. "And with him the False Prophet who wrought the miracles in his presence." This is no warrior; but still a main author of this culminated wickedness of the nations. From him, together with the Dragon and the first Beast, went forth the miracle-working spirits who performed this terrible deception, and stirred up the world to this war. By his instigations were these armies equipped and gathered to the dread attempt to vanquish the Son of God. He caused people to adore the Beast, and he shares the Beast's fate. He is no system, no abstraction, no succession, no mere ideal figure, but a person. He is not slain; he does not die; he seems like the antichrist incapable of death. But he is "taken," as the Beast was taken, made a captive, and hurried away to the same seething prison. 

6. All his miraculous power cannot save him. All his boasted wisdom cannot help him. All the armies of the world cannot rescue him from the grasp of the Sitter on the white horse. The two great leaders gone, short work is made with their followers. A few awful words tell the story. They are mortals all, and there is no salvation for them. In terrible brevity, the Seer records what came to pass. "And the rest were slain with the sword of the Sitter on the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth; AND THE FOWLS WERE FILLED FROM THEIR FLESH." Such a feast of death was, perhaps, never before seen.

(From The Apocalypse: Exposition of the Book of Revelation, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1998, 2003, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Now that the foundation has been laid we will go into our scriptures.               Paul the Learner
ZECHARIAH CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Zechariah 14:1

The day of the Lord cometh. The prophet reverts to the theme of the world confederacy against Jerusalem already treated in chapter 12. The time is that which precedes Messiah's return to earth. The day is peculiarly the Lord's, because in it he will finally vindicate his justice. Thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. Jerusalem is seen as having already experienced the sorrow of defeat. Her enemies in leisurely manner divided the spoil in the midst of the city.

Zechariah 14:2

I will gather all nations. The result of the invasion was given in verse 1; now the occasion is presented. The Lord sovereignty draws the nations - infected through the centuries with the virus of hatred for Israel, and desirous of dealing them a final death-blow - to the city of the coming King. The city shall be taken. It is the familiar picture of a city that has been defeated, its property confiscated, its womanhood violated, and its population demoralized and scattered.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Zechariah 14:1-5

a. All nations will be gathered together by the Lord against Jerusalem, and will take the city and plunder it, and lead away the half of its inhabitants into captivity (vv. 1, 2). 

b. The Lord will then take charge of His people; He will appear upon the Mount of Olives, and by splitting this mountain, prepare a safe way for the rescue of those that remain, and come with all His saints (vv. 3-5) to complete His kingdom. 

c. From Jerusalem a stream of salvation and blessing will pour over the whole land (vv. 6-11); the enemies who have come against Jerusalem will be miraculously smitten, and destroy one another (vv. 12-15). 

d. The remnant of the nations, however, will turn to the Lord, and come yearly to Jerusalem, to keep the feast of Tabernacles (vv. 16-19); and Jerusalem will become thoroughly holy (vv. 20, 21). 

e. From this brief description of the contents, it is perfectly obvious that our chapter contains simply a further expansion of the summary announcement of the judgment upon Israel, and its refinement (Zechariah 13:7-9). 

A day comes to the Lord, not inasmuch as He brings it to pass, but rather because the day belongs to Him, since He will manifest His glory upon it (cf. Isaiah 2:12).

1. This day will at first bring calamity or destruction upon Israel; 

2. But this calamity will furnish occasion to the Lord to display His divine might and glory, by destroying the enemies of Israel and saving His people. 

(A) In the second hemistich of v. 1, Jerusalem is addressed. "Thy spoil" is the booty taken by the enemy in Jerusalem. 

(B) The prophet commences directly with the main fact, in a most vivid description, and only gives the explanation afterwards in v. 2. 

(C) The Lord gathers all nations together to war against Jerusalem, and gives up the city into their power, that they may conquer it, and let loose all their barbarity upon it, plundering the houses and ravishing the women (cf. Isaiah 13:16, where the same thing is affirmed of Babylon). 

(D) Just as in the Chaldean conquest the people had been obliged to wander into captivity, so will it be now, though not all the people, but only the half of the city. 
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Zechariah 14:1-5
(E) The remaining portion will not be cut off out of the city, i.e., be transported thence, as was the case at that time, when even the remnant of the nation was carried into exile (2 Kings 25:22). It is obvious at once from this, that the words do not refer to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, as Theodoret, Jerome, and others have supposed.

Verse 3-5. Against those nations which have conquered Jerusalem the Lord will fight wgw° k­yowm
, As the day, i.e., as on the day, of His fighting, to which there is added, for the purpose of strengthening the expression, "on the day of the slaughter."

1. The meaning is not "according to the day when He fought in the day of the war," as Jerome and many others suppose, who refer the words to the conflict between Jehovah and the Egyptians at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:14); for there is nothing to support this special allusion. 

2. According to the historical accounts in the Old Testament, Jehovah went out more than once to fight for His people (cf. Joshua 10:14, 42; 23:3; Judges 4:15; 1 Samuel 7:10; 2 Chronicles 20:15). 

3. The simile is therefore to be taken in a more general sense, as signifying "as He is accustomed to fight in the day of battle and slaughter," and to be understood as referring to all the wars of the Lord on behalf of His people. 

In vv. 4 and 5 we have first of all a description of what the Lord will do to save the remnant of His people. He appears upon the Mount of Olives, and as His feet touch the mountain it splits in half, so that a large valley is formed. The splitting of the mountain is the effect of the earthquake under the footsteps of Jehovah, before whom the earth trembles when He touches it (cf. Exodus 19:18; Judges 5:5; Psalms 68:8; Nahum 1:5, etc.). 

Remember the name of Jesus means ‘Jehovah brings salvation’ and here it means ‘Jehovah becomes the judge and brings judgment. There are some things I want to point out:

1. ‘To take a spoil, and to take a prey…’ Ezekiel 38:12 This is talking about the same time period.

2. ‘And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she should fly into the wilderness…’ Revelation 12:14 this is the time that the 144,000 are taken to safety by God from the wrath of the beast.
  Paul the Learner






(1) The more precise definition of the situation of the Mount of Olives, viz., "before Jerusalem eastwards," is not introduced with a geographical purpose-namely, to distinguish it from other mountains upon which olives trees grow-but is connected with the means employed by the Lord for the salvation of His people, for whom He opens a way of escape by splitting the mountain in two. The mountain is split. 

(2) Waayaamaah miz­raachaah meechets­yow, from the half (i.e., the midst) of it to the east and to the west, i.e., so that a chasm ensues, which runs from the centre of the mountain both eastwards and westwards; so that the mountain is split latitudinal, one half (as is added to make it still more clear) removing to the south, the other to the north, and a great valley opening between them.

(3) Into this valley the half of the nation that is still in Jerusalem will flee. Haaray the mountains geey° a valley of the is the accusative of direction (Luther and others render it incorrectly, "before the valley of my mountains"). 
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Zechariah 14:1-5
1. This valley is not the valley of the Tyropoeon, 

2. Or the valley between Moriah and Zion (Jerome, Drus. Hofm.), 
3. But the valley which has been formed by the splitting of the Mount of Olives; and Jehovah calls the two mountains which have been formed through His power out of the Mount of Olives hârai, "my mountains." 
4. Nor is it connected with the valley of Jehoshaphat; for the opinion that the newly-formed valley is merely an extension of the valley of Jehoshaphat has no foundation in the text, and is not in harmony with the direction taken by the new valley-namely, from east to west. 
5. The explanatory clause which follows, "for the (newly-formed) valley of the mountains will reach °aatsal °el a place in the neighborhood of Jerusalem.
a. This shows that the flight of the people into the valley is not to be understood as signifying that the valley will merely furnish the fugitives with a level road for escape, but that they will find a secure place of shelter in the valley. 

b. 'El 'Atsal has been taken by different commentators, after Symm. And Jerome, in an appellative sense, "to very near," which Koehler interprets as signifying that the valley will reach to the place where the fugitives are. 
c. This would be to Jerusalem, for that was where the fugitives were then. This place is to be sought for, according to Micah 1:11, in the neighborhood of Jerusalem, and according to the passage before us to the east of the Mount of Olives. 

d. The fact that Jerome does not mention the place is no proof that it did not exist. A small place not far from Jerusalem, on the other side of the Mount of Olives, might have vanished from the earth long before this father [early church fathers] lived. 
e. The comparison of the flight to the flight from the earthquake in the time of king Uzziah, to which reference is made in Amos 1:1, is intended to express not merely the swiftness and universality of the flight, but also the cause of the flight-namely, that they do not merely fly from the enemy, but also for fear of the earthquake which will attend the coming of the Lord. 
(1) In the last clause of v. 5 the object of the coming of the Lord is indicated. 
(2) He has not only gone forth to fight against the enemy in Jerusalem, and deliver His people; but He comes with His holy angels, to perfect His kingdom by means of the judgment, and to glorify Jerusalem. 
(3) This coming is not materially different from His going out to war (v. 3); it is not another or a second coming, but simply a visible manifestation. 
(4) For this coming believers wait, because it brings them redemption (Luke 21:28). This joyful waiting is expressed in the address "my God." 
(5) The holy ones are the angels (cf. Deuteronomy 33:2-3; Daniel 7:9-10; Matthew 25:31), not believers, or believers as well as the angels. 
(6) In what follows, Zechariah depicts first of all the completion secured by the coming of the Lord (vv. 6-11), 
(7) And then the judgment upon the enemy (vv. 12-15), with its fruits and consequences (vv. 16-21).

(From Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
Note: So now your have two different theologians who see the ones coming with Jesus as (1) The Church or (2) The angels only. One is right and one is wrong. 
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If Jesus needed the help of the more than twelve legions of angels (Matthew 26:53) then it would be angels. But it seems that Jesus is doing all of the fighting in these verses of Revelation 19:15 so then you can make up your own mind on this point.    Paul the Learner
Zechariah 14:3-6
Then shall the Lord go forth. When the outlook appears the darkest, the Lord, the "man of war" (cf. Exodus 15:3) will come forth to champion their forlorn cause. 

14:4. His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives. Words cannot express more plainly the personal, visible, bodily, literal return of the Lord Jesus Christ in power. The Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst. East of Jerusalem, this mountain affords a formidable barrier to one seeking escape from the city. The bewildered people will have this way of escape supernaturally formed for them. 

14:5. The Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. It will be the glorious appearing of the Son of God, the Lord God himself, with his saints and the holy angels. The prophet is so overpowered by the vision that he changes to direct address. (Wycliffe)
The Lord will visibly appear (Zechariah 14:3-7). 

A. Our Lord ascended to heaven from the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:9-12), and when He returns to earth, He will stand on the Mount of Olives and cause a great earthquake to change the terrain (Isaiah 29:6; Revelation 16:18-19). 

B. This will create a new valley that will provide an escape route for many of the people. There will also be changes in the heavens so that the day will be neither light nor darkness, morning nor evening (see Isaiah 60:19-20).

C. "The Lord is a man of war," sang the Jews after they were delivered from Egypt (Exodus 15:3), but this aspect of Christ's character and ministry is ignored, if not opposed, by people today. In their quest for world peace, some denominations have removed the "militant songs" from their hymnals, so that a new generation is growing up knowing nothing about "fighting the good fight of faith" or worshiping a Savior who will one day meet the nations of the world in battle (Revelation 19:11-21).

D. Before the nation entered the Promised Land, Moses promised them that the Lord would fight for them (Deuteronomy 1:30; 3:22). "Who is the King of glory?" asked David: and his answer was, "The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle" (Psalms 24:8). 
E. Isaiah announced, "The Lord will march out like a mighty man, like a warrior He will stir up His zeal; with a shout He will raise the battle cry and will triumph over His enemies" (Isaiah 42:13. NIV). Our God has been long-suffering toward the nations, but one day He will meet them in battle and triumph over them.   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
6 In that day, there shall be neither sunlight nor cold moonlight,

7. But there shall be a continuous day – only the Lord knows when – of neither day nor night, and there shall be light at eventide.

8. In that day, fresh water shall flow from Jerusalem, part of it to the Eastern Sea [the dead sea] and part to the Western Sea [Mediterranean Sea], throughout the summer and winter.
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9. And the Lord shall be king, over all the earth; in that day there shall be one Lord with one name [the Lord alone shall be worshipped and shall be invoked by His true name].  Tanakh Hebrew Text
5) Messiah's Holy Kingdom. 14:6-21.

Zechariah 14:7

At evening time it shall be light. The day of Christ's return will be unusual from the angle of the phenomena of nature. The day will be darkened; and the evening, when darkness should settle down, will see light, the light of the effulgent presence of Christ. (Wycliffe)
Zechariah 14:6-7

Complete salvation. - The coming of the Lord will produce a change on the earth. The light of the earth will disappear. 

1. The whole clause has then been either regarded as an antithesis to the preceding one, "It will not be light, but (sc., there will be) cold and ice" (thus Targum, Peshitta , Symm., Itala, Luther, and many others); 

2. Or taken in this sense, "There will not be light, and cold, and ice, i.e., no alternation of light, cold, and ice will occur" (Ewald, Umbr, Bunsen). 

(a) But there is intolerable harshness in both these views. We must therefore follow Hengstenberg, Hofmann, Koehler, and Kliefoth, qaapaa° signifies to congeal, or curdle, and is applied in Exodus 15:8 to the heaping up of the waters as it were in solid masses. y­qaarowt, the costly or splendid things are the stars, according to Job 31:26, where the moon is spoken of as howleek­ yaaqaar, walking in splendor. 

(b) The words therefore describe the passing away or vanishing of the brightness of the shining stars, answering to the prophetic announcement, that on the day of judgment, sun, moon, and stars will lose their brightness or be turned into darkness (Joel 4:15; Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7-8; Matthew 24:29; Revelation 6:12). 

In v. 7 this day is still more clearly described: 

1. First, as solitary in its kind; 

2. And secondly, as a marvelous day, on which the light dawns at evening time. 

The four clauses of this verse contain only two thoughts; each so expressed in two clauses that the second explains the first. It is necessary to take the words in this manner on account of the following clause, "it will be known to the Lord;" i.e., 

(a). Not "it will be singled out by Jehovah in the series of days as the appropriate one" (Hitzig and Koehler), 

(b). Nor "it stands under the supervision and guidance of the Lord, so that it does not come unexpectedly, or interfere with His plans" (Hengstenberg). 
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Zechariah 14:6-7
a. But simply, it is known to the Lord according to its true nature, and therefore is distinguished above all other days. 

b. The following definition, "not day and not night," does not mean that "it will form a turbid mixture of day and night, in which there will prevail a mongrel condition of mysterious, horrifying twilight and gloom" 

c. (Koehler); but it will resemble neither day nor night, because the lights of heaven, which regulate day and night, lose their brightness, and at evening time there comes not darkness, but light. 

d. The order of nature is reversed: the day resembles the night, and the evening brings light. At the time when, according to the natural course of events, the dark night should set in, a bright light will dawn. 

e. The words do not actually affirm that the alternation of day and night will cease (Jerome, Neumann, Kliefoth); but this may be inferred from a comparison of Revelation 21:23 and 25.

(From Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)

Note: For a study on the names of God see www.lakesideministries.com under First Covenant, Genesis, in the beginning.








Paul the Learner
Zechariah 14:10-15

10 All the land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon, [the Rimmon that is] south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain lifted up on its site and dwell in its place, from Benjamin's gate to the place of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king's winepresses. 

11 And it shall be inhabited, for there shall be no more curse or ban of utter destruction, but Jerusalem shall dwell securely. [Revelation 22:3.] 12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the peoples that have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh shall rot away while they stand upon their feet and their eyes shall corrode away in their sockets and their tongue shall decay away in their mouth. 

13 And in that day there shall be a great confusion, discomfiture, and panic among them from the Lord; and they shall seize each his neighbor's hand, and the hand of the one shall be raised against the hand of the other. 14 And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the nations round about shall be gathered together — gold and silver and apparel in great abundance. 15 And as that plague on men, so shall be the plague on the horse, on the mule, on the camel, on the donkey, and on all the livestock and beasts that may be in those camps. AMP
Zechariah 14:7
14:7 cosmic effects. The cessation of markers of time signifies the most dramatic world-upside-down effect imaginable (see comment on Jeremiah 4:23-26). It is accompanied by: 

1. Extensive topographical changes (vv. 8,10)

2. And by sweeping political developments (vv. 12-13),

3. As well as by a redistribution of wealth (v. 14) 

4. And a reorientation of worship (v. 16). 

    (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
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Zechariah 14:8
14:8 Jerusalem as watershed with stream "Living water" refers to flowing spring water (in contrast to collected runoff or rain water). In Jerusalem the source of water is the Gihon Spring on the southeastern flank of the city by the Kidron Valley. Although there are higher elevations south of Jerusalem (Bethlehem to Hebron), the land slopes away both in the west (through the Shephelah down to the Mediterranean coast) and in the east (down to Jericho, the Jordan Rift Valley and the Dead Sea). 

Many wades in Israel contain water only during the rainy season (winter), but this verse speaks of a continuous flow. The Gihon Spring gushes daily throughout the year (see comment on 2 Sam 5:8). 

  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:10 Geba to Rimmon Geba is located about five miles north of Jerusalem. It guards the Wadi Swenit near what was the northern border of the Persian province of Yehud. Rimmon is a little more difficult. There is a site known elsewhere as En-Rimmon on the southern end of the Shephelah (about ten miles north of Beersheba), but this would not have been in the territory of Yehud and appears too far south to be matched with Geba. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:10 Land like the Arabah. The term "Arabah" is capable of having both specific and general meanings. As a specific geographical designation it refers to the arid region around the Dead Sea and south to the Gulf of Aqaba. As a general topographical designation it refers to flat steppe land. The context of this verse demands the latter meaning. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:10 Jerusalem topography 

a. The Benjamin Gate (other times called the Sheep Gate), north of the Temple Mount, exits from the area of the Bethesda Pool (known in this period as the Sheep Pool) into the Kidron Valley. 

b. It is toward the northern side of the east wall (near the present day Lion's Gate) and would have led to the Jericho road. 

c. If First Gate is the name of a gate, it should probably be associated with the Old Gate (see comment on Nehemiah 3:6). 

d. The Corner Gate is located on the northwest corner of the city's western expansion. It is in the vicinity of today's Jaffa Gate. 

e. The gates mentioned therefore span the city from east to west along the northern walls. 

f. The Tower of Hananel was positioned on the northwest side of the city near the Temple Mount. This is about the same location as the Antonio Fortress in Herod's Jerusalem. 

g. Finally, the king's winepresses were probably in the area of the king's garden (see comment on Nehemiah 3:15) at the southern end of the city. The winepresses combined with the Tower of Hananel span the city from north to south.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:12. plague description. Among the most common treatments of prominent enemies in the ancient Near East were flaying the skin, putting out the eyes and cutting out the tongue. Here those are accomplished through "plague." These symptoms are unattested as connected to any particular plague in the ancient Near East.   (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

14:9 See introduction. The verse evokes the language of (Deuteronomy 6:4) the beginning of what became the Shema prayer in later Judaism, and, given its context, it most likely means that in that day all humanity will acknowledge and worship the Lord alone and invoke the Lord’s name alone. (Contrast with the different vision in Micah 4:5). [Jewish Study Bible]
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14:10: Like the Arabah means as low and plain as the Jordan Valley. From Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem refers to the territory of Judah. Jerusalem will be higher than its surroundings, (cf. Micah 4:1; Isaiah 2:2). The expression it shall be inhabited, placed in our translation in (verse 10) for clarity, stands in (verse 11) in the Hebrew (verse 11) then reads, “And it (Jerusalem) shall be inhabited, for never again shall destruction be decreed, Jerusalem shall dwell secure.”  [Jewish Study Bible]
14:16-17: The Feast of Booths, Sukkot, stands at the beginning of the rainy season and is the time for petitioning rain from the Lord (see Rashi). As in other biblical calendars, Sukkot rather than Rosh Ha-Shanah (the New Year) or Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) is the central festival.



  [Jewish Study Bible]
14:10 Then the whole country shall become like the [Arabah – I.e. shall be depressed like the Jordan Valley] [from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem – I.e. from the northern border of the Kingdom of Judah (1 Kings 15:22; 2 Kings 23:8) to the southern border (Joshua 15:32; 19:7).]. The latter, however, shall perch high up where it is, and [shall be inhabited – brought up from (verse 11) for clarity.] from the Gate of Benjamin to the site of the Old Gate, down to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses. 11: Never again shall destruction be decreed, and Jerusalem shall dwell secure. 
14:12 As for those peoples that warred against Jerusalem, the Lord will smite them with this plague: Their flesh shall rot away while they stand on their feet; their eyes shall rot away in their sockets; and their tongues shall rot away in their mouths. 

14:13: In that day, a great panic from the Lord shall fall upon them, and everyone shall snatch at the hand of another, and everyone shall raise his hand against everyone else’s hand. 

14:14: Judah shall join the fighting in Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the nations round about – vast quantities of gold, silver, and clothing – shall be gathered in.

14:15 The same plague shall strike the horse, the mules, the camels, and the Asses; the plague shall affect all the animals in those camps. 

14:16: All who survive of all those nations that came up against Jerusalem shall make a pilgrimage year by year to bow low to the King Lord of Hosts and to observe the Feast of Booths. 

14:17: Any of the earth’s communities that does not make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem to bow low to the King Lord of Hosts shall receive no rain.  Tanakh Hebrew Text

Zechariah 14:8

a [in that day] In that day — the day of Christ's second coming, the living waters shall go forth from Jerusalem, half toward the Mediterranean and half toward the Dead Sea, as explained in Ezekiel 47:1-12, notes.

b [living waters shall go out from Jerusalem] The new river emerging from under the sanctuary, located just north of Jerusalem, will flow south through the city and then divide into two parts. Half will flow into the Mediterranean and half into the Dead Sea. In both summer and winter it will flow and create life wherever it goes (Ezekiel 47:1-12, notes).
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Zechariah 14:8
c [former sea] The "former sea" is the Dead Sea to the east.

d [hinder sea] The "hinder sea" is the Mediterranean to the west.

e [summer and in winter shall it be] Summer and winter are both eternal (Genesis 8:22). The commonly quoted statement — the time will come when one cannot tell the summer from the winter except by the falling of the leaves — is false and not in the Bible. All seasons are eternal according to Scripture.

Zechariah 14:12

[And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem] Three ways Antichrist's armies destroyed:

1.
By a plague causing the flesh to consume away while they stand upon their feet. The eyes will consume away in their holes, and their tongues will consume away in their mouths (Zechariah 14:12). This will happen to both men and beasts (Zechariah 14:15).

2.
A great tumult from the Lord will be among them and they will destroy one another (Zechariah 14:13).
3.
Judah will fight and destroy many (Zechariah 14:14).   (Dake Annotated Reference Bible)

Zechariah 14:8

Living waters. The land will suffer no drought, but will have abundant waters to fertilize the entire land. The provision will be ample in both summer and winter.

Zechariah 14:9

The Lord shall be king over all the earth. Messiah will reign from Zion, but all the earth will rejoice in his benevolent and beneficent rule. His name one. His manifested glory will be adored throughout the universe (cf. Isaiah 54:5; Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15).  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Zechariah 14:8-11

(a) And men will dwell therein, and there will be no more curse (ban); and Jerusalem will dwell securely. 

(b) The living water which issues from Jerusalem, and pours over the land on both sides, flowing both into the eastern or Dead Sea, and into the hinder (i.e., western) or Mediterranean Sea (see at Joel 2:20), is, according to Joel 3:18 and Ezekiel 47:1-12, a figurative representation of the salvation and blessing which will flow out of Jerusalem, the centre of the kingdom of God, over the holy land, and produce vigorous life on every hand.

(c) According to Joel and Ezekiel, the water issues from the temple (see at Joel 3:18). 

(d) Zechariah adds, that this will take place in summer and winter, i.e., will proceed without interruption throughout the whole year, whereas natural streams dry up in summer time in Palestine. 

(e) To this blessing there is added the higher spiritual blessing, that Jehovah will be King over all the land, and His name alone will be mentioned and revered. 

(f) Kaal-haa°aarets does not mean the whole earth, but, as in vv. 8 and 10, the whole of the land of Canaan or of Israel, which is bounded by the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean. 
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SECTION TWO
Zechariah 14:8-11
1. It by no means follows from this, however, that Zechariah is simply speaking of a glorification of Palestine. 

2. For Canaan, or the land of Israel, is a type of the kingdom of God in the full extent which it will have on the earth in the last days depicted here. 

3. Jehovah's kingship does not refer to the kingdom of nature, but to the kingdom of grace-namely, to the perfect realization of the sovereignty of God, for which the old covenant prepared the way;

4. Whereas the old Israel continually rebelled against Jehovah's being King, both by its sin and its idolatry. 

5. This rebellion, i.e., the apostasy of the nation from its God, is to cease, and the Lord alone will be King and God of the redeemed nation, and be acknowledged by it; His name alone will be mentioned, and not the names of idols as well.

THE PHYSICAL CHANGE TAKES PLACE
A. The earthly soil of the kingdom of God will then experience a change. The whole land will be leveled into a plain, and Jerusalem will be elevated in consequence; and Jerusalem, when thus exalted, will be restored in its fullest extent. 
B. Yicob, to change like the plain, i.e., to change so as to become like the plain. The definition "from Geba to Rimmon" belongs to kaal-haa°aarets; all the earth for there was no plain between Geba and Rimmon, but only an elevated, hilly country. 
C. Geba is the present Jeba, about three hours to the north of Jerusalem (see at Joshua 18:24), and was the northern frontier city of the kingdom of Judah (2 Kings 23:8).
D. Rimmon, which is distinguished by the clause "to the south of Jerusalem" from the Rimmon in Galilee, the present Rummaneh to the north of Nazareth (see at Joshua 19:13). 
E. And from the rock of Rimmon, the present village of Rummon, about fifteen Roman miles to the north of Jerusalem (see Judges 20:45), is the Rimmon situated on the border of Edom, 
F. Which was given up by the tribe of Judah to the Simeonites (Joshua 15:32; 19:7), probably on the site of the present ruins of Um er Rummanim, four hours to the north of Beersheba (see at Josh 15:32). 
G. The whole land will be lowered, that Jerusalem alone may be high. This is, of course, not to be understood as signifying a physical elevation caused by the depression of the rest of the land; but the description is a figurative one, like the exaltation of the temple mountain above all the mountains in Micah 4:1.
Jerusalem, as the residence of the God-King, is the centre of the kingdom of God; and in the future this is to tower high above all the earth. 

a. The figurative description is attached to the natural situation of Jerusalem, which stood upon a broad mountain ridge, and was surrounded by mountains, which were loftier than the city (see Robinson, Palestine). 

b. The exaltation is a figurative representation of the spiritual elevation and glory, which it is to receive. 

c. The meaning of this is not that the exaltation above the surrounding land will be the only alteration that will take place in its situation (Koehler); but, as a comparison with Jeremiah 31:38 clearly shows, that the city will be restored or rebuilt in its former extent, and therefore is to be completely recovered from the ruin brought upon it by conquest and plunder (v. 1).
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Zechariah 14:8-11

We must therefore assume, as the majority of commentators have done, that the two definitions refer to two different terminal points; in other words, 

1. That they define the extent both eastwards and westwards from the Benjamin's gate, which stood near the centre of the north wall. 

2. The corner gate (sha'ar happinniim is no doubt the same as sha'ar happinnâh in 2 Kings 14:13 and Jeremiah 31:38) was at the western corner of the north wall. 

3. "The first gate" is supposed to be identical with, the gate of the old (city), in Nehemiah 3:6 and 12:39, and its place at the northeastern corner of the city. 

4. The definitions which follow give the extent of the city from north to south. We must supply min before mig­dal. The tower of Hananeel (Jeremiah 31:38; Nehemiah 3:1; 12:39) stood at the northeast corner of the city (see at Nehemiah 3:1). 

5. The king's wine-presses were unquestionably in the king's gardens at the south side of the city (Nehemiah 3:15). In the city so glorified the inhabitants dwell (yaash­buw and men shall dwell in contrast to going out as captives or as fugitives, vv. 2 and 5), and that as a holy nation, for there will be no more any ban [total destruction] in the city. 

6. The ban presupposes sin, and is followed by extermination as a judgment (cf. Joshua 6:18).

7. The city and its inhabitants will therefore be no more exposed to destruction, but will dwell safely, and have no more hostile attacks to fear (cf. Isaiah 65:18 ff. and Revelation 22:3).

             (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
Note:

1. In order for something to be a figure, there has to be a pattern to follow.

2. To the Jews, the scripture in Zechariah 14:10 states, ‘Then the whole country shall become like the Arabah, [I.e. depressed like the Jordan Valley.] …’ They take the scripture to be literal not figurative.

3. You will find that every theologian has their own understanding on the meaning of scripture, in other words they are guessing and because we still only know in part, some will be wrong.
   Paul the Learner
14:12-21 NATIONS SMITTEN

F  14:12-15.
Plague.

  G  14:16.
   Worship.

F  14:17-19.
Plague.

  G  14:20, 21.     Worship.

Zechariah 14:10-11

All the land. The entire Land of Promise will be renovated (cf. the implication of Matthew 19:28) for the kingdom of the Lord. 

14:11. No more utter destruction. Sin, strife, and warfare will be gone. (Wycliffe Commentary)
Zechariah 14:12-15

This shall be the plague. This verse is related in thought to verse 3. The Lord will accomplish his victory over the invading forces by smiting them with a supernatural, flesh-consuming plague. 

14:13. A great tumult from the Lord. Confusion and civil strife will complete the work of devastation. 
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Zechariah 14:12-15

14:14 the wealth of all the heathen The enemy losses will be counted in lives, wealth, and apparel. 

14:15 The plague Sadly enough, the plague that will fall upon man will encompass the lower creation as well.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Remember when these commentaries were written, the plague could be the only answer to the scripture but in our day we find that a nuclear explosion can cause the same thing only faster. Paul the Learner
The topography will be changed (Zechariah 14:10-11). Besides the changes caused by the earthquake at Christ's return (vv. 4-5), two other changes will occur:

(1) The land around Jerusalem will be lowered and leveled and become a plain, and

(2) Jerusalem itself will be raised above the land around it.

These changes will be the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy, "Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it" (Isaiah 2:2. NKJV; and see Zechariah 8:1-3 and Micah 4:1-3). 

If Messiah is to reign as King-Priest (Zechariah 6:9-15), then there must be a temple and priesthood during the Kingdom Age, and it is described in detail in Ezekiel 40-48. Jerusalem will be the most important city on earth and the temple area the most important part of that glorious new city.  

1. All dangers will be removed (Zechariah 14:11). 

2. The mountains round about Jerusalem were for her protection (Psalms 48:1-8; 125:1-2); 

3. But now that Messiah is reigning, the city no longer faces danger from enemy invasion (Ezekiel 34:22-31). 

4. "It will be inhabited" (NIV) reminds us that only 50,000 Jews were willing to leave the safe and comfortable city of Babylon to live in the ruins of Jerusalem, 

5. And even Nehemiah had trouble getting people to live in the city (Nehemiah 11). 

6. Zechariah has already told us that the children will play in the streets, 

7. And the old men and women will sit in the sun and talk together (Zechariah 8:4-8). 

                  (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
Zechariah 14:16-21

16 And everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths. 17 And it shall be that whoso of the families of the earth shall not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, upon them there shall be no rain. 18 And if the family of Egypt does not go up to Jerusalem and present themselves, upon them there shall be no rain, but there shall be the plague with which the Lord will smite the nations that go not up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 19 This shall be the consequent punishment of the sin of Egypt and the consequent punishment of the sin of all the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 20 In that day there shall be [written] upon the [little] bells on the horses, Holy To The Lord, and the pots in the Lord's house shall be holy to the Lord like the bowls before the altar. 

ZECHARIAH CHAPTER FOURTEEN

21 Yes, every pot in all the houses of Jerusalem and in Judah shall be dedicated and holy to the Lord of hosts, and all who sacrifice may come and take of them and boil their sacrifices in them [and traders in such wares will no longer be seen at the temple]. And in that day there shall be no more a Canaanite [that is, any godless or unclean person, whether Jew or Gentile] in the house of the Lord of hosts. [Ephesians 2:19-22.] AMP
Zechariah 14:16
14:16 feast of tabernacles as enthronement feast. Although an enthronement festival per se is unattested in Israelite practice, it is often assumed to have existed, and, if it did exist, it would most logically have been connected to the Feast of Tabernacles (see comments on 1 Kings 12:32-33 and Ezra 3:4). That would especially be significant in this context as the nations are expected to attend in order to acknowledge the kingship of Yahweh. (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
14:18. rain in Egypt. Egypt receives very little rain, and what it receives is not essential to its productivity. Agriculture in Egypt is dependent almost entirely on the annual flooding of the Nile. (IVP)
14:20. bells of horses. When something is designated "Holy to the Lord" it is given sacred status as part of that which is purified for service within the sacred space of the temple precinct where Yahweh's presence dwelt. In Exodus 28:38 it was engraved on the golden plate worn by the high priest. Although priests wore bells on their garments (Exodus 28:33), this is a different Hebrew word. The word used here may simply refer to metal disks that tinkled together. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
14:20. cooking pots and sacred bowls. Sacred bowls would have been used for the most significant ritual activities such as transporting the blood of the sacrificed animals. Cooking pots, in contrast, were the most common of the temple vessels. Both could come in a variety of shapes and sizes. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

14:18 Egypt’s agriculture was not dependent on rain, but on the Nile. [Jewish Study Bible]
14:21: Holiness will be so pervasive that every mundane household object will be holy, and therefore there will be no need for merchants to sell ritually pure vessels.  [Jewish Study Bible]

14:18 However, if the community of Egypt does not make this pilgrimage, it shall not be visited by the same affliction with which the Lord will strike the other nations that do not come up to observe the Feast of Booths. [Because Egypt is not dependent on rain, it will suffer some other punishment, presumably that described in verse 12] [Jewish Study Bible]
14:19: Such shall be the punishment of Egypt and of all other nations that do not come up to observe the Feast of Booths. [Jewish Study Bible]
14:20 In that day, even the bells on the horses shall be inscribed “Holy to the Lord.” The metal pots in the House of the Lord shall be like the basins before the altar;

14:21: indeed, every metal pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holy to the Lord of Hosts. And all those who sacrifice shall come and take of these to boil (their sacrificial meat) in; in that day there shall be no more [traders – To sell ritually pure vessels.] in the House of the Lord of Hosts.  

   Tanakh Hebrew Text
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Zechariah 14:16

[And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles] In these last verses (Zechariah 14:16-19) we have the explanation of what will happen to those who are left of all the nations who will fight against Jerusalem under the Antichrist. 

1. If they have not taken the mark of the beast (Revelation 14:9-11), 

2. And if they have not persecuted Christ's brethren, the Jews (Matthew 25:31-46), 

3. And if they are otherwise worthy of entrance into the kingdom, 

4. They will be left here to live as natural men on earth — to multiply and replenish the earth, as God originally commanded (Genesis 1:26-31).

5. They will be permitted to establish themselves in the earth and live through the entire 1,000 years, 

6. If they remain obedient, not committing any sin worthy of death (Isaiah 65:20-25). 

7. They will be required to go up (at least representatives) to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles yearly (Zechariah 14:16); 

8. And if they do not go up as required, there will be no rain upon their land (Zechariah 14:17-19). 

9. If any rebel with Satan at the end of the 1,000 years, then fire will come down from God out of heaven and devour them (Revelation 20:7-10).   (From Dake Annotated Reference Bible)
Zechariah 14:20

a [In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD] The last two verses (Zechariah 14:20-21) simply explain the absolute holiness of the kingdom. The word holiness itself will be on the bells of the horses and on every pot in Jerusalem. Sacrifices will be continued as a memorial to the work of Christ on the cross, as explained in Ezekiel 40-46; and there will never be a Canaanite in the eternal temple — the Lord's eternal capital (Ezekiel 43:7).

b [bells of the horses] The theory that saints will spend eternity in heaven, and that all things in the future will be spiritual only, is contradicted throughout Scripture. It is clear that God made all material creations and the living creatures in them to continue forever, as they were created. Here we have many natural and earthly things mentioned as continuing — bells, horses, men, bowls, houses, pots, animal sacrifices, and other things which must be understood literally in connection with the Millennium and the New Earth period, as we understand them now. 

God made a contract with Noah stating that all animals and men would continue forever, as well as all seasons on the earth (Genesis 8:22; 9:1-16). Hundreds of plain, simple statements in Scripture confirm the fact that God's plan for natural man is eternal. As it is now, the plan will be carried out with resurrected saints ruling as kings and priests under God and Christ; from the planet earth they will help the Godhead to administer the affairs of all creations in space. (Dake)

Note: We are expressing only Ideals not absolutes, unless these absolutes are God’s plan.

     Paul the Learner
Zechariah 14:12-15

The nations which made war against Jerusalem shall be destroyed:

1. Partly by the rotting away of their bodies even while they are alive (v. 12), 

2. Partly by mutual destruction(v. 13), 

3. And partly by Judah's fighting against them (v. 14). 
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Zechariah 14:12-15
a. To express the idea of their utter destruction, all the different kinds of plagues and strokes by which nations can be destroyed are grouped together. 

b. In the first rank we have two extraordinary strokes inflicted upon them by God. 

c. Maggeephâh always denotes a plague or punishment sent by God (Exodus 9:14; Numbers 14:37; 1 Samuel 6:4). 

d. "He (Jehovah) makes its flesh rot while it stands upon its feet," i.e., He causes putrefaction to take place even while the body is alive. The singular suffixes are to be taken distributively: the flesh of every nation or every foe. 

e. To strengthen the threat there is added the rotting of the eyes, which spied out the nakedness’s of the city of God, and of the tongue which blasphemed God and His people (cf. Isaiah 37:6).

f. The other kind of destruction is effected by a panic terror, through which the foes are thrown into confusion, so that they turn their weapons against one another and destroy one another-an occurrence of which several examples are furnished by the Israelitish history (compare Judges 7:22; 1 Samuel 14:20, and especially that in 2 Chronicles 20:23, in the reign of Jehoshaphat, to which the description given by our prophet refers). 

g. The grasp of the other's hand is a hostile one in this case, the object being to seize him, and, having lifted his hand, to strike him dead. 

V. 14 a [‘Judah shall join the fighting in Jerusalem…’ Tanakh] is translated by Luther and many others, after the Targum and Vulgate, "Judah will fight against Jerusalem," on the ground that 

B­ nil­cham generally signifies "to fight against a person." 

But this by no means suits the context here, since those who fight against Jerusalem are "all the heathen" (v. 2), and nothing is said about any opposition between Jerusalem and Judah. The thought is this: Not only will Jehovah smite the enemies miraculously with plagues and confusion, but Judah will also take part in the conflict against them, and fight against them in Jerusalem, which they have taken. Judah denotes the whole of the covenant nation, and not merely the inhabitants of the country in distinction from the inhabitants of the capital. 

Thus will Judah seize as booty the costly possessions of the heathen, and thereby visit the heathen with ample retribution for the plundering of Jerusalem (v. 2). And the destruction of the enemy will be so complete, that even their beasts of burden, and those used in warfare, and all their cattle, will be destroyed by the same plague as the men; just as in the case of the ban, not only the men, but also their cattle, were put to death (cf. Joshua 7:24). 

Moreover, there is hardly any need for the express remark, that this description is only a rhetorically individualizing amplification of the thought that the enemies of the kingdom of God are to be utterly destroyed-namely, those who do not give up their hostility and turn unto God. For the verses which follow show very clearly that it is only to these that the threat of punishment refers.
       (From Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
Remember That in the 1800 when the commentaries were done, they had no knowledge of the Nuclear Bomb and its destructive power as seen on Japan in World War II. Also Israel has these weapons and will use them in a war that could cause their destruction.      Paul the Learner
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Zechariah 14:16-19

To keep the feast of tabernacles. The nations that survive the war will worship the Lord, especially celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles, the feast of ingathering, joy, and rest. It typifies splendidly the tabernacling of God at that time among his own in Israel and among the Gentiles. 

14:17 upon them shall be no rain. Any nation that will not send its delegation to represent it will suffer the loss of rain needed for a good harvest. 

14:18 Egypt Though Egypt would appear to be independent of the need of rain; she will suffer also in case of disobedience. The plague will be visited upon her people. (Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Zechariah 14:20-21

Holiness unto the Lord. These words were on the tiara of the high priest of Israel. They will be placed upon the bells of the horses, signifying that that which was used for war and personal purposes will be completely dedicated to the Lord. 

14:21. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem. Sin brought the distinction between sacred and profane; with sin removed in Messiah's reign; there will be no need for such differentiations. One object will be as sacred as another. No more the Canaanite. This is another way of stating that holiness will pervade all. Canaanite (the Phoenician) was a name that implied ungodly practices (cf. Hosea 12:7), for these merchants and mariners of the ancient world were unscrupulous. Now all will be holy.

        (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Zechariah 14:16-19

Conversion of the heathen.  The heathen will not be all destroyed by the judgment; but a portion of them will be converted. This portion is called "the whole remnant of those who marched against Jerusalem" It will turn to the worship of the Lord. The entrance of the heathen into the kingdom of God is depicted under the figure of the festal journeys to the sanctuary of Jehovah, which had to be repeated year by year. Of the feasts, which they will keep there every year, the feast of tabernacles is mentioned, not because it occurred in the autumn, 

1. And the autumn was the best time for traveling (Theod. Mops, Theodoret, Grot., Ros.), 

2. Or because it was the greatest feast of rejoicing kept by the Jews, 

3. Or for any other outward reason, 

4. But simply on account of its internal significance, which we must not seek for, 

5. However, as Koehler does, in its agrarian importance as a feast of thanksgiving for the termination of the harvest, and of the gathering in of the fruit; 

6. But rather in its historical allusion as a feast of thanksgiving for the gracious protection of Israel in its wanderings through the desert, and its introduction into the promised land with its abundance of glorious blessings, whereby it foreshadowed the blessedness to be enjoyed in the kingdom of God. 

7. This feast will be kept by the heathen who have come to believe in the living God, to thank the Lord for His grace, that He has brought them out of the wanderings of this life into the blessedness of His kingdom of peace.
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Zechariah 14:16-19

With this view of the significance of the feast of tabernacles, it is also possible to harmonize the punishment threatened in v. 17 for neglecting to keep this feast-namely, that the rain will not be (come) upon the families of the nations which absent themselves from this feast. For rain is an individualizing expression denoting the blessing of God generally. 

a. And is mentioned here with reference to the fact, that without rain the fruits of the land, on the enjoyment of which our happiness depends, will not flourish.

b. The meaning of the threat is, therefore, that those families, which do not come to worship the Lord, will be punished by Him with the withdrawal of the blessings of His grace. 

c. The Egyptians are mentioned again, by way of example, as those upon whom the punishment will fall. 

The positive clause, which follows is then appended as an asyndeton: 

a. It (the fact that the rain does not come) will be the plague, etc. The prophet mentions Egypt especially, not because of the fact in natural history, that this land owes its fertility not to the rain, but to the overflowing of the Nile-a notion which has given rise to the most forced interpretations; 

b. But as the nation which showed the greatest hostility to Jehovah and His people in the olden time, and for the purpose of showing that this nation was also to attain to a full participation in the blessings of salvation bestowed upon Israel (cf. Isaiah 19:19 ff. ‘In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt…’).

c. In v. 19 this thought is rounded off by way of conclusion. zo°t, this, namely the fact that no rain falls, will be the sin of Egypt, etc. chaTaa°t, the sin, including its consequences, or in its effects, as in Numbers 32:23, etc. 

d. Moreover, we must not infer from the way in which this is carried out in vv. 17-19, that at the time of the completion of the kingdom of God there will still be heathen, who will abstain from the worship of the true God; but the thought is simply this: there will then be no more room for heathenism within the sphere of the kingdom of God. 

e. To this there is appended the thought, in vv. 20 and 21, that everything unholy will then be removed from that kingdom. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)

The Gentiles will worship at Jerusalem (14:16). 

(1) Israel will have a ministry to the Gentiles who will trust the true and living God and come to Jerusalem to worship at His temple (Isaiah 2:2-5; Zechariah 2:10-13). 

(2) Of the seven annual feasts listed in Leviticus 23, the Feast of Tabernacles is the only one that will be celebrated during the Kingdom Age (Leviticus 23:33-44). 

(3) This feast commemorated the nation's wilderness wanderings, but it also was a time of rejoicing at the bountiful blessings of the Lord during the harvest (v. 40). 

(4) But why celebrate only the Feast of Tabernacles? 

(5) Merrill Unger makes an excellent suggestion when he points out that the Feast of Tabernacles is the only one of the seven feasts of Leviticus 23 that will not have been fulfilled when the kingdom is established. 
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1. Passover was fulfilled in the death of Christ (1 Corinthians 5:7; John 1:29), 

2. Firstfruits in His resurrection (15:23), 

3. And the week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread in the life of the church today as believers walk in holiness (5:6-8). 

4. Pentecost was fulfilled in Acts 2, 

5. And the Feast of Trumpets will be fulfilled before the kingdom begins when God regathers His people from the ends of the earth (Isaiah 18:3,7; Matthew 24:29-31). 

6. The Day of Atonement will be fulfilled when the nation sees her Messiah, repents, and is cleansed.

But the Feast of Tabernacles foreshadows the joyful and fruitful Kingdom Age, so it will be celebrated while the kingdom is in progress. It will be an annual reminder to the Gentile nations that the bountiful blessings they enjoy come from a gracious and generous Lord. How easy it is to take our blessings for granted!

The Lord will exercise justice (Zechariah 14:17-19). The nations that don't send their representatives to Jerusalem to worship will be disciplined by getting no rain for their land. This is the way God disciplined Israel when she refused to obey Him (Deuteronomy 28:22-24). 

Remember, though the millennium is a time of peace and blessing, it is also a time when Jesus will reign over all the earth "with a rod of iron" and will judge disobedience (Psalms 2:9; Revelation 2:27; 12:5; 19:15). Not to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles would be tantamount to despising the blessings of the Lord, and this is a serious transgression. (See Romans 1:18.)

Egypt is mentioned specifically because that nation especially depended on the annual flooding of the Nile for irrigation, and without the rains, the river could not rise. During the time of Joseph, there were seven years of terrible famine in Egypt. Also, Egypt had been Israel's persecutor and enemy, and during the kingdom, she will enjoy blessing because of Israel's Messiah. Not to show gratitude would be a heinous sin. (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Zechariah 14:20-21

This does not merely express the fact that: 

1. The whole of the ceremonial law will be abolished, 

2. But also that the distinction between holy and profane will cease, 

a. Inasmuch as even the most outward things, and things having no connection whatever with worship, will be as holy as those objects formerly were, which were dedicated to the service of Jehovah by a special consecration. 

b. In vv. 20b and 21a, the graduated distinction between the things, which were more or less holy is brought prominently out. 

c. The pots in the sanctuary, which were used for boiling the sacrificial flesh, were regarded as much less holy than the sacrificial bowls in which the blood of the sacrificial animals was received, and out of which it was sprinkled or poured upon the altar. 

d. In the future these pots will be just as holy as the sacrificial bowls; and indeed not merely the boiling pots in the temple, but all the boiling pots in Jerusalem and Judah, which have hitherto been only clean and not holy, so that men will use them at pleasure for boiling the sacrificial flesh.

ZECHARIAH CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Zechariah 14:20-21
e. In this priestly-Levitical drapery the thought is expressed, that in the perfected kingdom of God not only will everything without exception be holy, but also all will be equally holy. 

f. The distinction between holy and profane can only cease, however, when the sin and moral defilement which first evoked this distinction, and made it necessary that the things intended for the service of God should be set apart, and receive a special consecration, 

g. Have been entirely removed and wiped away. 

h. To remove this distinction, to prepare the way for the cleansing away of sin, and to sanctify once more that which sin had desecrated, was the object of the sacred institutions appointed by God.

i. To this end Israel was separated from the nations of the earth; and in order to train it up as a holy nation, and to secure the object described, a law was given to it, in which the distinction between holy and profane ran through all the relations of life.

j. And this goal will be eventually reached by the people of God; and sin with all its consequences be cleansed away by the judgment. 

k. In the perfected kingdom of God there will be no more sinners, but only such as are righteous and holy. 

l. This is affirmed in the last clause: there will be no Canaanite any more in the house of Jehovah: 

1. The Canaanites are mentioned here, not as merchants, as in Zephaniah 1:11; Hosea 12:8 (as Jonathan, Aquila, and others suppose), 

2. But as a people laden with sin, and under the curse (Genesis 9:25; Leviticus 18:24 ff.; Deuteronomy 7:2; 9:4, etc.), which has been exterminated by the judgment. 

3. The term Canaanite is used to denote the godless members of the covenant nation, who came to the temple with sacrifices, in outward self- righteousness. 

4. The reference cannot be to actual Canaanites, because they were prohibited by the law from entering the temple, 

5. But only to Israelites, who were Canaanites in heart. Compare Isaiah 1:10, where the princes of Judah are called princes of Sodom (Ezekiel 16:3; 44:9). 

The "house of Jehovah" is the temple, as in the preceding verse, and not the church of Jehovah, as in Zechariah 9:8, although at the time of the completion of the kingdom of God the distinction between Jerusalem and the temple will have ceased, and the whole of the holy city, yea, the whole of the kingdom of God, will be transformed by the Lord into a holy of holies (see Revelation 21:22,27).

Thus does our prophecy close with a prospect of the completion of the kingdom of God in glory. All believing commentators are agreed that the final fulfillment of vv. 20 and 21 lies before us in Revelation 21:27 and 22:15, and that even chapter 12 neither refers to:

1. The Chaldean catastrophe 

2. Nor to the Maccabean wars, 

3. But to the Messianic times, 

                 (From Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)

Holiness will characterize all of life (Zechariah 14:20-21). We might expect "holiness" to be written on the bells of the high priest's robe (Exodus 28:36-38), but certainly not on the bells worn by the horses! And why would the common utensils in the home be treated like vessels used in the temple? 
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These two images are God's way of saying, "In the Kingdom Age every aspect of life will be holy to the Lord." 

God had called Israel to be "a kingdom of priests" (Exodus 19:6), and now they would be just that by God's grace. For the believer today, this is the Old Testament version of 1 Corinthians 10:31, "Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God" (NKJV). There is no "secular" or "sacred" in the Christian life, because everything comes from God and should be used for His glory.

The Hebrew word translated "Canaanite" in Zechariah 14:21 refers to merchants and traders or to any unclean person, both of whom would defile the temple of God. When Jesus began His ministry and ended it, He found "religious merchants" using God's house for personal gain (John 2:13-22; Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45-46). 

The house of prayer for all nations had been turned into a den of thieves for the profit of the Jewish high priest and his family. But the millennial temple will be a holy temple, not defiled by those who neither know the Lord nor love Him, and in it a holy priesthood will serve the Lord.

Zechariah's book begins with a call to repentance, but it ends with a vision of a holy nation and a glorious kingdom. Zechariah was one of God's heroes who ministered at a difficult time and in a difficult place, but he encouraged God's people by showing them visions of what God has planned for their future. God is still jealous over Jerusalem and the Jewish people, and He will fulfill His promises.

"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem" (Psalms 122:6). 

         (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Now you know the history of Israel and the Kingdom of God. But what of the rest of the earth?

Revelation 8:6-12

(Revised Text)-"And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves that they might sound. And the first sounded; and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and it was cast into the earth; and the third of the earth was burned, and the third of the trees was burned, and all green grass was burned. And the second angel sounded; and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea; and the third of the sea became blood; and the third of the creatures in the sea, the things which had lives (Greek: souls), died; and the third of the ships was destroyed. And the third angel sounded; and there fell out of the heaven a great star, burning as a torch, and it fell upon a third of the rivers, and upon the springs of the waters; and the name of the star is called wormwood; and the third of the waters was turned into wormwood; and many of men died from the waters, because they were made bitter. And the fourth angel sounded; and the third of the sun was smitten, and the third of the moon, and the third of the stars, so that the third of them should be darkened, and the day should not shine for the third of it, and the night likewise."

a. We have reached a point in the history of the Apocalypse, at which everything stands in solemn readiness for those final blasts of judgment, which bring the grand consummation. 

b. The last seal is broken heaven is in suspense to see the result. The prayers of all the saints have come up with acceptance before God, who has promised to avenge them. 
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c. The coals and ashes of holy indignation have dropped from the golden censer to lodge upon the doomed world. 

d. In short, the time has come for the action of the great day to be hurried to its completion. 

e. May the Lord Almighty give us grace to contemplate the awful scenes foreshown, as becomes both the subject and ourselves!

II. THE SOUNDING OF THE FIRST TRUMPET.

"And the first sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood and it was cast into the earth; and the third of the earth was burned, and the third of the trees was burned, and all green grass was burned." 

Here is the first touch of what fell from the censer of the Priest-Angel. I take the language as it stands. This book does not give things veiled, but unveiled. It is the Apocalypse, the uncovering. The results here described are heralded by the sound of a trumpet; what a trumpet publishes is no longer a secret. 

The phenomena are of a very stupendous sort; but the actors are Archangels, the occasion is the Day of Judgment, and the business is the closing up of the history of a doomed world. In such a case we may well look for wonders. God has also declared His purpose to renew the miracles of Egypt, and to do "marvelous things" like unto what He did in the days of Israel's deliverance. (See Micah 7:15; Jeremiah 23:7-8.) The plagues of Egypt were literal realities. 

(a) They were miracles of judgment, such as have never been since on earth. 

(b) And if it is the design of God to repeat them on a larger scale, or to do again what at all corresponds to what He then did, the world has yet to witness just such scenes as are literally described under these trumpets. 

(c) And "as it was in the day that Israel came up out of Egypt," so it is in what John beheld under the sounding of this first trumpet. 

(d) Then "the Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire, mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt, since it became a nation. And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt, all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail "smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field" (Exodus 9:23-28). 

(e) Here we have a corresponding visitation, only the fire is more destructive, and there is the further element of blood mingled with the fire and hail.

III. THE SOUNDING OF THE SECOND TRUMPET.

"And the second angel sounded; and, as it were, a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea; and the third of the sea became blood; and the third of the creatures in the sea, the things which had lives, died; and the third of the ships was destroyed." 

A. Here is one of the hints I speak of as indicating that a thing is not to be literally taken. 

B. The image of a burning mountain is before the writer. But it is not literally a mountain; it is only something having the general appearance of a mountain; and he plainly tells us so. He saw- hoos -as it were a mountain. 

C. Of course, then, we are to take it, not as a real mountain, but as something resembling a mountain. 
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D. A certain writer insists that the plague under this trumpet is not to be taken literally, because a mountain falling into the sea could never turn it into blood. 

E. But John does not say it was a mountain. He says that it was something that looked like a burning mountain. 

F. Exactly what it was, he could not better tell us, except that its effect upon the waters of the sea was, that it turned them into blood. 

G. An ordinary mountain would not do this; but that falling, fiery mass, which had the appearance of a burning mountain, did it.

Some conceive of this fiery mass as a volcano, but neither is this the exact image. John says nothing of a mountain vomiting fire, but of a mountain burning with fire, which might be a volcanic mountain, or it might not. When God descended on Sinai, "the mountain burned with fire unto the heart of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness" (Deuteronomy 4:11); but there is no evidence that it was a volcanic eruption. The idea of John's language is rather that of a great mountainous mass of matter falling from the sky, clothed in seething, thundering, and flashing flames, and dashing into the ocean. The whole image is meteoric, rather than volcanic.

IV. THE SOUNDING OF THE THIRD TRUMPET.

"And the third angel sounded, and there fell out of the heaven a great star, burning as a torch, and it fell upon the third of the rivers, and upon the springs of the waters; and the name of the star is called Wormwood; and the third of the waters was turned into wormwood; and many of men died from the waters, because they were made bitter." 

Here is another marvelous meteoric phenomenon; perhaps a comet striking the earth. But nobody seems to be quite willing to take it for what John says it was. A name is assigned to this meteor, not as though it had previously been known or should become known by this name, but in a way descriptive of its qualities and effects. Properly designated, "the name of the star is called Wormwood" (Revelation 8:11); or, according to some manuscripts, emphatically, "the wormwood." 

Wormwood, or absinthe, is a bitter, intoxicating, and poisonous herb. Used freely, it produces convulsions, paralysis, and death. And this star is appropriately named "the Absinthe," as the embodiment of the very quintessence of all wormwood. It is bitterness itself-the poisonous bitterness of absinthe.

V. THE SOUNDING OF THE FOURTH TRUMPET.

"And the fourth angel sounded, and the third of the sun was smitten, and the third of the moon, and the third of the stars, so that the third of them should be darkened, and the day should not shine the third of it, and the night likewise." 

We have seen the judgments of God going forth on the land, with its trees and herbage-on the sea with its fish and its ships-on the rivers and springs-and everywhere spreading disaster, suffering, and death. This trumpet carries us above, to portents and afflictions from the heavenly bodies. Jesus has told us, "there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars" (Luke 21:25); and here John beholds some of them. We have had some of them before, but they increase and intensify as the end draws near. We shall see more of them hereafter.
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Four trumpets have been considered. The three most distinguished ones yet remain. They have a special preface, consisting of a heavenly proclamation of woe, woe, woe to the dwellers on the earth. It is a pre-announcement of the general character of what is to come, and a merciful forewarning of the judgments which these remaining trumpets are to bring. It is from this that they have the name of woe-trumpets. Let us then look:

AT THE NATURE OF THE FIRST WOE
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a. We come, then, to the first of these eagle-announced woes. The fifth trumpet brings it. It is quite different in character from the four preceding trumpets. 

b. All are blasts of judgment, and all belong to the great day of the Lord; but no two of them are alike except in this, that they all bring calamity and suffering to the wicked dwellers upon the earth.

c. Thus far the trumpets have blown only the objects of physical nature, and worked their effects through disturbances in the material world. 

d. The first trumpet smote the land, the trees, and the grass. 

e. The second smote the waters of the sea, the fishes, and the ships. 

f. The third smote the fountains, wells, and rivers. 

g. And the fourth obscured and darkened the sources of light and heat to the world. 

h. From these several successive blasts great suffering and mortality result to the children of men.

i. But the trumpet now before us goes beyond the physical world and calls into action quite other agencies. 

j. The doors of separation between the earth and the prison of evil spirits are opened, and mysterious and malignant tenants of the underworld are permitted to overrun the globe, and to inflict torture and woe upon its unsanctified inhabitants.

John hears the fifth angel sound, and beholds a fallen star in the earth. This is not a meteor like what he beheld on the sounding of the third angel. He does not see the falling, but recognizes the star as a fallen one-fallen, he does not say when or how. This star is an intelligent agent, for things are distinctly ascribed to "him" which could not be said except of a living being. A key is given him. He takes that key. 

He uses it for the unlocking of a door, and he lets forth from their prison some of the tenants of the abyss. All this argues active and intelligent agency, and furnishes the divine intimation that we are not to consider this star to be of the same kind as the star under the third trumpet. 

It is not a material but a spiritual star, and a fallen one-one fallen out of the heaven. We know of such spiritual and celestial stars. When the capstone of the grand pyramid of creation was laid, the Almighty himself hath declared that "the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:4-7).

These were angelic beings. 

1. We know, also, that there are "angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation" (Jude 6). 

2. We read of "the angels that sinned," whom God did not spare (2 Peter 2:4). 
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3. These are of various orders and degrees, "principalities and powers" (Ephesians 6:6; Colossians 2:15). 

4. Among them is one of pre-eminent dignity, the leader and prince of all the rest-"the great dragon, that old serpent, called the Devil and Satan" (Revelation 12:9). 

5. Hence, we read of "the Devil and his angels." (Matthew 25:41). 

6. Here, then, are fallen stars of a spiritual sort, and one of particular distinction and magnitude, answering to the description of the text. 

7. For the present they have possession of the aerial or heavenly spaces (Ephesians 6:12). 

8. Satan is particularly described as "the prince of the power of the air" (Ephesians 2:2). 

9. He is fallen morally, and fallen from the proper heaven of glory, and is eventually to be entirely ejected from the heavenly places now occupied by him and his angels, previous to the great binding which is to shut him up in the abyss.

10. The Savior refers prophetically to this, where He says: "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven" (Luke 10:18). 

This ejectment, in its final completeness, is described by John in the twelfth chapter, where he speaks of "war in the heaven," and the ejection of "Satan and his angels" by Michael and his hosts. After that, these impure spirits have no more places in heaven forever. 

But, even alter this precipitation from the aerial regions, their work on earth is continued for a time with augmented fierceness and wrath. There may also be a preliminary precipitation of Satan into the earth, previous to the great battle between him and Michael, to which the fall spoken of in the text may refer. 

1. It may be the result of a divine force,

2. Or it may be a voluntary casting of himself into the earth for augmented mischief. 

(a) Yahweh once said to Job: "Have the gates of Sheol been opened unto thee? Or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death?" (Job 38:17). 

(b) There are worlds of being and of darkness upon which man has never looked. There is a tenanted abyss of which the demons know, and concerning which they besought the Savior that He would not send them into it. 

(c) It is a dark and horrible prison, in which many, many strange and evil things are shut up. Satan knows of that world, and would fain bring forth its malignant inhabitants into the earth if he only dared. 

(d) At last, however, he receives permission to bring them, and the fifth trumpet gives the result. As soon as the mouth of the pit is opened, a thick blackness issues from it like the black smoke of a great furnace-a blackness which fills the air and obscures the sun; and out of the smoky blackness proceed living things, horrible in shape, malignant in disposition, and armed with power to afflict and torment people's bodies. 

(e) John calls them locusts; but they are supernatural, infernal, not earthly locusts. 

THE DESCRIPTION
They neither consume nor injure any of the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree. They do not appear to eat at all, though they have teeth like the teeth of lions. They are winged creatures, and their flight is noisy, sounding like chariots and horses rushing into battle. They seem to dwell mostly in the air and in the smoke and darkness. Neither is there any indication that they are capable of being caught or killed. The forms of these creatures are particularly described. 
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They are a sort of infernal cherubim-antipodes of the living ones conjoined with the heavenly throne. The horse, the man, the lion, the scorpion, are combined in them. Their general appearance is like horses caparisoned for battle. Their heads are surmounted by the semblance of crowns seemingly of gold. 

They have faces resembling the faces of men. They are hairy, with hair like women's hair. Their backs and breasts are encased as if with iron plates, after the manner of a Roman soldier, and they have tails of the size and shape of a scorpion. Their dimensions are not given. Scorpions vary in size; some kinds are six inches in length. Figuring to ourselves then, an outline of body, the tail of which would correspond to the size and make of a large scorpion, we reach quite formidable proportions.

THEIR WORK
1. These horrible creatures have a certain degree of intelligence. Commands are addressed to them. They are able to distinguish between those who have the seal of the living God upon their foreheads and other people. They have a king whom they obey. Earthly locusts have no king (Proverbs 30:27); but these have a king over them. 

This king is not Satan himself. Satan is, indeed, chief of all the powers of darkness, but he has archons and princes under him, with their own particular commands. It is Satan who opens the door for the egress of these hosts from the pit; but their immediate king is one of Satan's angels-"the angel of the abyss." This king has a descriptive name. It is given in Hebrew and in Greek, showing that this administration has to do with Jews and Gentiles. Christ is named Jesus because He is the Savior. This king is named Abaddon in Hebrew, and Apollyon in Greek, because he is a destroyer-the opposite of savior.

2. But the destructive power of these locusts is limited. As Satan was not allowed to touch Job's life, so these creatures are forbidden to kill people, and the sealed ones they are not permitted to touch at all. The extent of their power is to horrify and torment "the men who have not the seal of God upon their foreheads." 

They inflict their torment by means of stings, like the stings of scorpions. These stings are in their tails, which tails resemble scorpions. They have power "as the scorpions of the earth have power" (Revelation 9:3). They are not "of the earth," as scorpions are "of the earth." They are supernatural beings, but they have the capacity to injure and torture people which natural scorpions have.

3. The pain from the sting of a scorpion, though not generally fatal, is, perhaps, the intense that any animal can inflict upon the human body. The insect itself is the most irascible and malignant that lives, and its poison is like itself. 

Of a boy stung in the foot by a scorpion, Laborde relates that, although of a race, which bears everything with remarkable patience, he rolled on the ground, grinding his teeth, and foaming at the mouth. It was a long time before his complaining moderated, and even then he could make no use of his foot, which was greatly inflamed. And such is the nature of the torment, which these locusts from the pit inflict. They are also difficult to be guarded against, if they can be warded off at all, because they fly where they please, dart through the air, and dwell in darkness. It lasts 5 months.
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(Revised Text) "And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard one voice out of the four horns of the altar of gold which is before God, saying to the sixth angel, who had the trumpet: Loose the four angels which are bound upon (over or near) that great river Euphrates. And there were loosed the four angels who had been made ready for the hour, and day, and month, and year, that they should kill the third of the men. And the number of the hosts of horse was two myriads of myriads; I heard the number of them. And thus saw I the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them: they have fiery, hyacinthine, and sulphureous coasts of mail; and the heads of the horses as it were heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire, and smoke, and sulphur. From these three plagues were killed the third of the men, by the fire, and the smoke, and the sulphur, which issued out of their mouths: for the power of the horses is in their mouths, and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents, having heads, and with them they injure. And the rest of the men, who were not killed by these plagues, repented not from the works of their hands, that they should not worship the demons, and the idols of gold, and silver, and copper, and stone, and wood, which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk; and they repented not out of their murders, nor out of their sorceries (or use of drugs), nor out of their fornication, nor out of their thefts."

These words describe one of the greatest and most terrific judgments we have thus far encountered. In approaching its consideration, I propose to notice:

I. THE STATE OF SOCIETY AT THE TIME

II. THE NATURE OF THE JUDGMENT VISITED UPON IT

(a) The Apostle Paul assures us, that, as time advances toward its conclusion, "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived" (2 Timothy 3:13). 

(b) I have also repeatedly quoted his startling description of the "perilous times" which will come "in the last days" (2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

(c) But Paul was not alone in these gloomy anticipations. Peter and Jude likewise speak of them.

(d) Nor were these statements without full warrant in the utterances of the Savior himself, who particularly and often admonished his disciples, that the gigantic iniquities and sensualities of the days of Noah and of Lot, would repeat themselves as the end approached, and that the judgments of the great day would be pre-eminently deserved by the generation then living. 

(e) It would, hence, be strange, if, in the visions of those terrible adjudications, we were to find no corresponding notices of the bad state of morals then prevailing. 

(f) And when such notices are found, as in the words before us, it would be contrary to the tenor of the Scriptures on the subject, to take them as mere poetic exaggerations, or as anything other than a literal and true portraiture of the world at that time. 

(g) Taking the words, then, as they have been written for our learning, we here have an account of the moral state of mankind in the period of the sixth trumpet.

1. It is a period of abounding demon-worship. 

2. In connection with this demon-worship, will be the revival of idolatry
3. And corresponding with the pagan character of the dominant religion will then be a pagan state of morals also.

II. THE NATURE OF THIS VISITATION.
 It is evoked by a cry out of the four horns of the altar. It comes from the immediate presence of God, and therefore with the sanction of God. 
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The call itself is the common voice of all four of the horns of the altar, indicating the energy and the universality of the demand for vengeance, and of that vengeance itself. The call from the altar also reflects the character of a particular apostasy for which this invitation is sent. 

The command issues to the Angel who sounds this trumpet. This is further proof that these angel-trumpeters are of a superior order. Other angels are concerned, and yet this particular angel has binding and loosing power over them. The command itself is the command of the contemned Savior. It goes out from the presence of Almighty Sovereignty, and with its sanctions. 

But it is addressed to the angel. He obeys it as his divine commission, and thus presides over the administration ushered in by his trumpet. He looses the imprisoned forces, and sets them free for action. And thus, from under his hand go forth the powers which smite the impious dwellers on the earth with terror, death, and torment.

Revelation 10:1-11

(Revised Text) "And I saw another, a mighty angel descending out of the heaven, clothed about with a cloud, and the rainbow on his head, and his face as it were the sun, and his feet as it were pillars of fire, and having in his hand a little book (or, scroll) opened; and he set his right foot upon the sea, but the left upon the land; and he cried with a great voice even as a lion roared; and when he cried, the seven thunders uttered their voices; and when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; and I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Seal up those things which the seven thunders spoke, and write them not. And the angel whom I saw standing upon the sea and upon the land lifted up his right hand into the heaven, and swore by him that liveth for the ages of the ages, who created the heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there shall be no more delay; but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall sound, the mystery of God is to be fulfilled, even as he preached glad tidings to his servants the prophets. And the voice which I heard out of the heaven I heard again speaking with me, and saying: Go, take the book (or, scroll) which is opened in the hand of the angel who standeth upon the sea and upon the land. And I went to the angel, saying to him, Give me the little book. And he saith to me, Take, and eat it, and it shall make bitter thy belly, but in try mouth it shall be sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the hand of the angel and ate it; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey; and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was made bitter. And it was said to me, Thou must prophesy again upon peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings many."

I. A VISION OF A VERY NOTABLE PERSON.

John writes, "And I saw another, a mighty angel descending out of the heaven." This person I take to be the Lord Jesus himself. 

a. He is called an Angel, but there is nothing in that to prove him a created being. Angel is a title of office, not of nature. 

b. In the Old Testament the Son of God is continually described as the Yahweh-angel. We had a somewhat corresponding vision in the first chapter; yet, he who there appeared, announced himself as the First and the Last, the Living One, who became dead and is alive forever. 

c. We had an account of an angel in Revelation 7 and again in Revelation 8, whom there was reason to regard as none other than the Lord Jesus. 

d. We do know that he appears in the Apocalypse as a Lamb, as a Lion, and as an armed Warrior, and there is nothing to hinder his appearance also as an Angel.
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e. This person is also very particularly distinguished from other angels who appear in these visions.

f. He is not one of the four loosed from the Euphrates, nor one of the seven who sound the Trumpets, but quite "another." 

g. He is further described as "a mighty angel." This would seem to identify him as the "strong" Lord who judges Babylon, 

h. And the mighty One on whom God hath laid help, even Christ.

i. When no more is said of an angel than simply that he is strong, or mighty, there is no reason to suspect anything but a created being, for all angels are powerful. 

j. But when this quality is referred to as a mark of distinction among other high angels, and is conjoined with what does not properly belong to angels, it is to be taken as equivalent to Almightiness, and as meant to denote a being who is uncreated and divine.

The attire of this angel indicates Deity. John beholds him "clothed about with a cloud." Wherever clouds are connected with glorious manifestations, there we find the presence of divinity. If there is cloud, there is mystery; and if there is mystery, there is suggestion of Deity. 

1. The Lord descended on Mount Sinai in a thick cloud. 

2. He appeared on the mercy-seat in a cloud. 

3. When Israel was delivered, "the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud" (Exodus 13:21). 

4. When the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, "a cloud covered the tent of the congregation" (Exodus 40:34). 

5. When God reproached Israel for their murmurings, "the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud" (Exodus 16:10). 

6. "The Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud" (Exodus 19:9). 

7. The Psalmist gives it as the characteristic of the Almighty, that "clouds and darkness are round about him" (Psalms 97:2); 

8. That "he maketh the clouds his chariot" (Psalms 104:3): and that about him are "thick clouds."

9. When the King of glory cometh in his divine majesty to judge the earth, the exclamation is: "Behold, he cometh with clouds" (Revelation 1:7). 

10. Clouds, therefore, belong to the attire of Deity, particularly in his manifestations toward fallen man. 

(A) They indicate his unapproachableness, his infinite majesty, his consuming power toward sin, which cannot live before his uncovered glory, and yet his drawing near to communicate with the dwellers upon earth. 

(B) No mere angel is ever arrayed in such drapery, and the vision is that of the glorious God-man himself, in the midst of the grand administrations of judgment.

(C) He has "the rainbow on his head;" not a rainbow, but the rainbow. This is a further mark to show that he is not a created angel. 

(D) We had this rainbow in Revelation 4 where it is given as one of the grand appurtenances of the throne. It refers back to God's ancient covenant with the earth. 

(E) It was originally ordained as God's mark in the cloud, and the sign of His, and no mere angel's covenant. 

(F) We never read of anyone surrounded with the rainbow, but the person is God. 
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(G) The clouds are indicative of divine judgment, and storms, and rains, and floods of wrath, and so the rainbow is indicative of divine mercy in the midst of judgment, and a covenant of security to the believing, even though everything seems to be going to destruction. 

(H) A garment of cloud, and a tiara of the iris, would, therefore, well befit the Savior, in the administrations which we are now considering, but would in no manner of truth be suitable to a mere angel, however mighty.

(I) "And his face as it were the sun. This again identifies him as the same who appeared unto John in his first vision. 

(J) It is there said of Him who walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks, that his countenance was "as the sun shines in his strength" (Revelation 1:16). 

(K) This luminousness of face is also one of the ascertained characteristics of Christ, in connection with the final revelation of his kingdom. 

(L) Peter speaks of the appearance on the Mount of Transfiguration, as a foretaste and earnest of "the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; "and yet, in that sublime picture, the record is, "his face did shine as the sun" (Matthew 17:2). 

(M) It was thus that he appeared unto Saul of Tarsus, on his way to Damascus. (Acts 26:13). And from the most ancient times, the prophets were accustomed to refer to him as the out-beaming glory of God-the very Sun of Righteousness.

(N) "And his feet as it were pillars of fire." These are manifestly the same feet beheld in the vision of the first chapter. There they dazzled the eyes of the seer, like fine brass melted and glowing in a furnace; and they were the feet of Him who was dead, but is alive forevermore, and has the keys of death and of hell. 

(O) There they presented an image of terrible pureness, and here they furnish an image of steadfast and consuming majesty, which no one can encounter and live. Nothing of the kind is ever affirmed of a created angel. We observe again:

II. A NOTABLE ACT OF THIS PERSON.

1. "And he set his right foot upon the sea, but the left upon the earth." This was a distinct and deliberate act, and is full of significance. To set one's foot in a place, expresses a purpose to take possession of that place. 

2. Yahweh said to Israel," Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours" (Deuteronomy 11:24). Abraham could not "set his foot on" any part of Palestine in this sense, inasmuch as God gave him none inheritance in it.

3.  And when this mighty Angel deliberately sets his right foot on the sea, and the left on the land, he thereby claims possession of it, and asserts his purpose to take it as his own, and to establish his occupancy and rule over it. 

4. It is an act befitting the character and office of Christ, but hardly a created angel. He is the rightful sovereign of sea and land. 

5. His taking of the sealed book from the hand of eternal majesty, and his breaking and destroying of its seals, proved and legitimated his right to the possession of the earth; and here we have his assertion of that right, and his purpose to enforce it. 

6. Long has both sea and land been under the dominion of his enemies, but now he sets foot on each, and takes hold upon them as his own.

7. He does it also in a way, which shows how useless it will be for his foes to resist him. Those feet are mighty columns of fire. Who can stand against columns of fire? 
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8. The image is one of invincible power and steadfastness, joined with consuming destruction to those who venture to withstand. 

9. Pillars are firm and mighty; and pillars of fire are steadfastly irresistible; and Christ plants his feet on sea and land "as pillars of fire." 

10. They are then immovable, and must needs consume all opposition. And with the symbolic act, and as part of it, there is a corresponding utterance. 

11. "He cried with a great voice, even as a lion roared." It was not a cry of distress and fear, but a shout of power, and the herald of vengeance upon enemies and usurpers. 

12. We have already seen who it is that is called "the Lion from the tribe of Judah." 

1. Of old it was written, "The Lord shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake" (Joel 3:16; Amos 1:2).

2.  "The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation: he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth: for the Lord hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh, he will give them that are wicked to the sword" (Jeremiah 25:29-31). 

And the great voice before us connects directly with these predictions. It is not the voice of a created angel, but the cry of the almighty Judge himself. As yet he is in his cloud, like the lion in his covert. 

This gives you some ideal of what lies ahead for believers and unbelievers.     Paul the Learner
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