ZEPHANIAH – CHAPTER 3 –THE WICKEDNESS OF JERUSALEM

Zephaniah 3:1-9

1 WOE TO her that is rebellious and polluted, the oppressing city [Jerusalem]! 2 She did not listen to and heed the voice [of God]; she accepted no correction or instruction; she trusted not in the Lord [nor leaned on or was confident in Him, but was confident in her own wealth]; she drew not near to her God [but to the god of Baal or Molech]. 3 Her officials in the midst of her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones on the morrow, for nothing is left by morning. 4 Her prophets are light [lacking truth, gravity, and steadiness] and men of treachery; her priests have profaned the sanctuary; [defrauding God and man by pretending their own word is God's word] they have done violence to the law. [Jeremiah 23:11; Ezekiel 22:26; Hosea 9:7.] 5 The Lord in the midst of her is [uncompromisingly] righteous; He will not do iniquity. Every morning He brings His justice to light; He fails not, but the unjust [person] knows no shame. 

6 I [the Lord] have cut off nations; their battlements and corner towers are desolate and in ruins. I laid their streets waste so that none passes over them; their cities are destroyed so that there is no man, there is no inhabitant. 7 I said, only let her [reverently and worshipfully] fear Me, receive correction and instruction, and [Jerusalem's] dwelling shall not be cut off. However, I have punished her [according to all that I have appointed concerning her in the way of punishment], but all the more they are eager to make all their doings corrupt and infamous. 8 Therefore [earnestly] wait for Me, says the Lord, [waiting] for the day when I rise up to the attack [as a witness, accuser, or judge, and a testimony]. For My decision and determination and right it is to gather the nations together, to assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them My indignation, even all [the heat of] My fierce anger; for [in that day] all the earth shall be consumed with the fire of My zeal and jealousy. 9 For then [changing their impure language] I will give to the people a clear and pure speech from pure lips, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one unanimous consent and one united shoulder [bearing the yoke of the Lord]. AMP
Zephaniah 3:3
Hope for Jerusalem

3:3. officials as lions. The prophet's analogy between Judah's officials and ravenous lions may be compared to the lament in Psalms 22:12-21, where the sufferer is threatened by roaring lions and calls out for rescue from their open mouths (see also Jeremiah 2:30). In seventh-century Assyrian literature the lions' pit occurs as a metaphor for vicious and antagonistic courtiers of the king. (IVP)
3:9. purifying lips. Mesopotamian rituals often featured the purification of lips as symbolic of the purification of the person. It was viewed as a prerequisite, especially for diviner priests, before they could appear before the divine council and report what they had witnessed. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)

3:1-13 against the overbearing city

3:1-2 The Hebrew exudes ambiguity. It is uncertain whether the city is Nineveh or Jerusalem. Sullied can be understood as “revered or feared;” polluted as “redeemed;” and overbearing (or “oppressing”) as “the dove city” (i.e. a powerless city). In this particular case the ambiguities are unequivocally resolved within the context of the text.  [Jewish Study Bible]
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Verse 2 clarifies that the city is not powerless and redeemed, but polluted and oppressing. The descriptions of wrongdoing in the following verses show that the city is Jerusalem. This type of ambiguity shows the artistry of the book’s composition and also points to the use of ambiguity as a rhetorical device to capture the readers’ attention, and then lead them to a central issue: the identity and main characteristics of the city. It is the polluted, sinful, late monarchic (Josianic) Jerusalem. 

3:3-4: Compare the language with:

1. Ezekiel 22:25, ‘Her gangs of prophets are like roaring lions in her midst, rending prey. They devour human beings; they seize treasure and wealth; they have widowed many women in her midst.’  Tanakh
2. Ezekiel 22:26 ‘Her priests have violated My Teaching: they have profaned what is sacred to Me, they have not distinguished between the sacred and the profane, they have not taught the difference between the unclean and the clean, and they have closed their eyes to My Sabbaths, I am profaned in their midst.’ Tanakh
3. Ezekiel 22:27 ‘Her officials are like wolves rending prey in her midst; they shed blood and destroy lives to win ill-gotten gain.’  Tanakh )
And for similar descriptions (c.f. Micah 3:1-7).      [Jewish Study Bible]

Zephaniah 3:1

a [Woe to her] After pronouncing judgment upon Philistia (Zephaniah 2:4-7), Moab and Ammon (Zephaniah 2:8-11), Ethiopia (Zephaniah 2:12), and Assyria (Zephaniah 2:13-15), the prophet predicted woe upon Judah and Jerusalem (Zephaniah 3:1-7).
b [filthy and polluted] The 14-fold moral state of Jerusalem:

1.
She is filthy and polluted (Zephaniah 3:1).

2.
She is full of oppression.

3.
She is given over to disobedience (Zephaniah 3:2).
4.
She is rebellious.

5.
She is full of unbelief.

6.
She has forsaken God.

7.
Her princes are as roaring lions (Zephaniah 3:3).

8.
Her judges are as evening wolves.

9.
They commit crimes in the night.

10.
Her prophets are light (Zephaniah 3:4).

11.
They are treacherous.

12.
Her priests have polluted the sanctuary.

13.
They do violence to the law.

14.
They have corrupted all their doings (Zephaniah 3:7).

(From Dake Annotated Reference Bible © 2007 by Dake Publishing. All rights reserved in U.S.A. and Other Countries.)
(5) The Land of Judah and the City of Jerusalem. 3:1-8.

Zephaniah 3:1-2

Her that is filthy and polluted. As a result of the worship of Baal and Molech, Jerusalem had degenerated. 
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Zephaniah 3:1-2
The religious leaders were living in adultery, and they offered their sons as human sacrifices in order to gain favor from the nature gods (Jeremiah 19:5; 23:13-14; 32:35). Jeremiah had difficulty in finding a righteous man in Jerusalem (Jeremiah 5:1). Her civil and religious leaders were on the side of idolatry instead of being spokesmen for God. 

3:2. She obeyed not the voice. Jerusalem had been warned. The prophets had pleaded with the people, but all urgings to repentance were ignored. The rupture between the people and the Lord widened with each passing day (cf. Jeremiah 22:21).  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

‘And I sought for a man among them that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.’  Ezekiel 22:30

‘And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?’  Genesis 18:23

Note even though  Abraham got God down to 10 righteous, only a old man and two girls made it out and it was not because of there righteousness but because Abraham was a friend of God. 

   Paul the Learner

3:1 Ah, sullied, polluted, [overbearing- “harlot;” cf. Isaiah 1:21] city! 

3:2: She has been disobedient, has learned no lesson; she has not trusted in the Lord, has not drawn near to her God.

3:3: The officials within her are roaring lions; her judges are wolves of the steppe, they leave no bone until morning. 

3:4: Her prophets are reckless, faithless fellows; her priests profane what is holy, they give perverse rulings.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Zephaniah 3:1-4

To give still greater emphasis to his exhortation to repentance, the prophet turns to Jerusalem again, that he may once more hold up before the hardened sinners the abominations of this city, in which Jehovah daily proclaims His right, and shows the necessity for the judgment, as the only way that is left by which to secure salvation for Israel and for the whole world. 

The same thing is affirmed in the second clause, "she accepts no chastisement." These two clauses describe the attitude assumed towards the legal contents of the word of God, 

The next two the attitude assumed towards its evangelical contents, i.e., the divine promises. Jerusalem has no faith in these, and does not allow them to draw her to her God. 

The whole city is the same, i.e., the whole of the population of the city. Her civil and spiritual rulers are no better. Their conduct shows that the city is oppressive and polluted (vv. 3 and 4). Compare with this the description of the leaders in Micah 3.
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Zephaniah 3:1-4
1. The princes are lions, which rush with roaring upon the poor and lowly, to tear them in pieces and destroy them (Proverbs 28:15; Ezekiel 19:2; Nahum 2:12). 

2. The judges resemble evening wolves (see at Habakkuk 1:8), as insatiable as wolves, which leave not a single bone till the following morning, of the prey they have caught in the evening.

3. The prophets proved themselves to be so by speaking the thoughts of their own hearts to the people as revelations from God, and thereby strengthening it in its apostasy from the Lord. 

4. The priests profane that which is holy (qoodesh, every holy thing or act), and do violence to the law, namely, by treating what is holy as profane, and perverting the precepts of the law concerning holy and unholy (cf. Ezekiel 22:26).

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 

THE PROBLEM – THE SOLUTION

1. Israel was chosen to bring God’s message to the whole world she failed.

2. Israel tried to obey the Law of Moses but she also failed that, the flesh was too weak.

3. Jehovah Elohim decided to do the job Himself, so a baby was born in Nazareth called Yeshua [Jesus]. And this baby would become the sacrifice of God for the salvation of the world.

4. Jesus sought out 12 men to carry the ‘New Covenant Message’ found in Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John chapter 3.

5. This time God realizing the failure of the flesh to follow Him, put within all believers His Holy Spirit that would help mankind be obedient to His message and follow Jesus as there Lord.
Paul the Learner

Zephaniah 3:3-4

Her princes ... are roaring lions. The people in authority and power had no regard for truth and righteousness. Their arrogant roar was like that of a wild beast. 

Judges are evening wolves. The judges tore into shreds any vestige of justice. They slunk in the shadows, ready to take a bribe. They practiced the violence and predatory oppression of wild beasts (Ezekiel 22:27; Micah 3:9-11). 

(4). Her prophets are light and treacherous. The prophets no longer possessed the serious conviction and integrity of holy men. They betrayed the souls of the blind. 

Her priests have polluted the sanctuary. The priests had violated the Law by offering animals with spots and blemishes. The sacrifices were devoid of spiritual content (cf. Jeremiah 23:11, 32).

        (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Zephaniah 3:1-2

THE GLORY OF THE KINGDOM

Zephaniah 3

Why did the prophets consistently close their books with messages of hope? For at least three reasons. 

1. To begin with, hope is a great motivation for obedience, and the prophets wanted to encourage God's people to submit to God's will and do what He commanded. God's covenant blessings come to His people only when they obey His covenant conditions.

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE

Zephaniah 3:1-2
2. A second reason is the prophets' emphasis on the faithfulness of God. The Lord will keep His promises and one day establish the kingdom; and since God is faithful to keep His promises, we ought to be faithful obeying His Word. If we obey, God will be faithful to chasten; if we confess, He will be faithful to forgive.
3. Finally, the closing message of hope was an encouragement to the faithful remnant in the land, which were true to God and suffered because of their devotion to Him. It's difficult to belong to that "company of the committed" who stand true to the Lord and His Word no matter what others may do or say. Knowing that God would one day defeat their enemies and reign in righteousness would encourage the believers remnant to persist in their faithful walk with the Lord.
In this last chapter, God reveals His plans for Jerusalem, the Gentile nations, and the faithful remnant. At the same time, the Lord reveals Himself and His gracious working on behalf of His people in every age and in every place. 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)

1. Jerusalem: God's jealous anger (Zephaniah 3:1-8)

Jerusalem is commonly called "the holy city," but in Zephaniah's day, the city didn't manifest much holiness! Isaiah (1:21 ff), Jeremiah (29:12 ff), and Ezekiel (4-6; 9) gave the same assessment in their day. Even the Gentiles called Jerusalem "the rebellious and wicked city" (Ezra 4:12,15), and they could cite proof for their statement. 

A sinning people (Zephaniah 3:1-2). Instead of being holy, the city was filthy and polluted because of shameful sin; and instead of bringing peace ("Jerusalem" means "city of peace"), the city was guilty of rebellion and oppression. God gave His people the revelation of Himself in His Word and His mighty acts, yet they didn't believe Him or seek Him. "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded" (James 4:8 NKJV). 

A godless leadership (Zephaniah 3:3-4). God expected the civil and religious leaders of the land to take His Word seriously and lead the people in the way of righteousness. 

(A). Instead, the leaders acted like ravenous beasts in the way they oppressed the people and took what they wanted from them. 

(B). The prophets were unfaithful to the Lord and His Word and dealt treacherously with the people. They didn't proclaim God's truth; they only preached what the people wanted to hear.

(C). As for the priests, their very ministry was toxic and polluted the sanctuary! (Matthew 23:25-28 relates what Jesus said about the Pharisees in His day.) Instead of serving God for His glory, the priests twisted the Law to please themselves and gain what they wanted.

The tragedy is that God had spoken to His people and corrected them in discipline, and yet they wouldn't listen or obey (Zephaniah 3:2). 

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE
Zephaniah 3:3-4
"If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but continue to be hostile toward me, I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict you for your sins seven times over" (Leviticus 26:23-24 NIV). 

This was the message of Jeremiah to the city of Jerusalem even while Babylon was poised to attack (Jeremiah 2:30; 5:3; 7:8; 17:23; 32:33).  (The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
3:5 But the Lord in her midst is righteous, He does no wrong; He issues judgment every morning, as unfailing as the light. The wrongdoer knows no shame! 

3:6: I wiped out nations: Their corner towers are desolate; I turned their thoroughfares into ruins, with none passing by; their towns lie waste without people, without inhabitants.

3:7: And I though that [she – Hebrew “you.”] would fear Me, would learn a lesson, and that the punishment I brought on [them – Hebrew “her.”] would not be [lost on her – literally “cut off (from) her vision.”]. Instead, all the more eagerly they have practiced corruption in all their deeds. 

     Tanakh Hebrew Text
Zephaniah 3:5-7

The just Lord is in the midst thereof. The Lord was still present, and he was keeping a record of their wickedness. Goodness would be the lot of the righteous, but punishment was sure to come to the wicked (cf. Deuteronomy 32:4). 
3:6. I have cut off the nations. Evidently Syria and Israel are meant here. This was prophetic of what the Lord was in the process of doing. There is none inhabitant. Every home would be rooted up. Surely thou wilt fear me. The Lord had reason to expect repentance and obedience after the intermittent punishment inflicted upon Jerusalem, but the people persisted in their evil doings. Finally, total destruction came at the hands of the Babylonians.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Zephaniah 3:5-6

(1) His justice, i.e., the righteousness of His conduct, He puts in the light every morning, not by rewarding virtue and punishing wickedness (Hitzig, Strauss, after the Chaldee, Jerome, Theodoret, and Cyril), according to which mishpât would signify judgment; 

(2) But by causing His law and justice to be proclaimed to the nation daily "by prophets, whose labor He employs to teach the nation His laws, and who exert themselves diligently by exhorting and admonishing every day, to call it to bring forth better fruit, but all in vain (Ros. Ewald, etc.; cf. Hosea 6:5). 

(3) It is at variance with the context to take these words as referring to the judgments of God. These are first spoken of in v. 6, and the correspondence between these two verses and vv. 7 and 8 shows that we must not mix up together v. 5 b and v. 6, or interpret v. 5 b from v. 6.  

(4) Just as the judgment is threatened there (v. 8) because the people have accepted no correction, and have not allowed themselves to be moved to the fear of Jehovah, so also in vv. 5 and 6 the prophet demonstrates the righteousness of God from His double administration: viz.,
1. First, from the fact that He causes His justice to be proclaimed to the people, that they may accept correction; 

2. And secondly, by pointing to the judgments upon the nations. (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
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In v. 6 Jehovah is introduced as speaking, to set before the nations in the most impressive manner the judgments in which He has manifested His righteousness. The two hemistichs are formed uniformly, each consisting of two clauses, in, which the direct address, alternates with an indefinite, passive construction: I have cut off nations, their battlements have been laid waste, etc. 

1. Gooyiim - are neither those nations who are threatened with ruin in Zephaniah 2:4-15, nor the Canaanites, who have been exterminated by Israel, but nations generally, which have succumbed to the judgments of God, without any more precise definition. 

2. Pinnooth, - the battlements of the fortress-walls and towers (1:16), stand per synecdoche for castles or fortifications. 

3. Chuutsooth - are not streets of the city, but roads, and stand synecdochically for the flat country. This is required by the correspondence of the clauses. For just as the cities answer to the castles, so do Chuutsooth [roads] to the nations. 

4. Nitsduu, - from tsâdâh, not in the sense of waylaying (Ex 21:13; 1 Sam 24:12), but in accordance with Aramaean usage, to lay waste, answering to nâshammuu, for which Jeremiah uses nittetsuu [broken down] in Jeremiah 4:26. (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Note: When you see a Hebrew word [Chuutsooth] written like this, look for the meaning [roads] written like that. This is what I have done throughout this study of the Minor Prophets. 

    Paul the Learner

THE REASON FOR THE JUDGMENT
A righteous God (Zephaniah 3:5-8) God's name was identified with the city and the temple (2 Samuel 7:13; 1 Kings 5:5; Nehemiah 1:9), and yet both were cesspools of iniquity. 

Therefore, He would have to act in judgment for His own name's sake. 

The wicked officials met at the city gate morning after morning to transact their evil business, and the Lord was there to behold their deeds. How patiently He waited, and yet they would not repent and turn to Him for cleansing!

Since the Lord reminded His people that He had judged the Gentiles and cut off nations (Zephaniah 3:6), He was able to cut Judah off as well. In fact, the Jews were guiltier than were the Gentiles because the Lord had given Israel more truth and more blessing. The people were sinning against a flood of light. 

Surely God's judgment of the other nations should have awakened the Jews to their peril, but they paid no attention. After all: 

1. They were God's covenant people, 

2. And He would protect them from their enemies. 

They forgot that covenant privileges also involved covenant responsibilities.

Note: To put this in perspective to our times, when a person repents from there sin and is baptized in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ, fulfilling both (Matthew 28:19 and The Acts 2:38) and this person has been blessed with the most wonderful gift of God, the indwelling of His Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in tongues as the spirit gives utterance. 

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE
We call this person, ‘Born again.’ And at some time in there life, they become cool in the Lord and then turn there back on Him altogether and start to return to the life of sin that they had before coming to Christ, and the so called preacher tells them that ‘once saved always saved!’ And so you will be ok for God still calls you His. This person should remember the scripture that the Judge of the whole earth says, 

7:21‘Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22: Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in they name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? 23: And then will I profess unto them, I NEVER KNEW YOU: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.’ Matthew 7:21-23 KJV

Israel was not saved because they have Jerusalem and the Temple and the Laws of God, so the believer who backslides will also not be saved in that day, if they come before Jesus having forsaking Him and His ways to turn to Satan and his ways.   Paul the Learner

THE QUESTION BY GOD

‘But when the righteous turns away from his righteousness, and committed iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live?’

THE ANSWER GIVEN BY GOD
‘All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.’   Ezekiel 18:24 KJV

THE ARGUMENT GIVEN BY MAN

‘Yet ye say, ‘The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? Are not your ways unequal?’ Ezekiel 18:25 KJV

Note: We think that it is a wonderful thing that when we come to Christ that God forgive and forgets all of our sins and we start out as a born again believer. We rejoice in this. 

Well there is another side to all of this that we don’t like to think about, when we turn our back on God [now I am not talking about a single act of disobedience like ‘that which is not faith is sin’ or ‘he that knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it is sin’ or even an act of sin, because as John tells us, ‘My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:’ 1 John 2:1 KJV. But forsaking God brings only judgment.    Paul the Learner

YOUR CHOICE

The Lord concludes this message to Jerusalem by describing a courtroom scene in which He stands to testify against His people (v. 8). 

While the impending Babylonian Captivity is involved here, there is also an end-times application in the Battle of Armageddon, when the nations of the world converge against Jerusalem. God will pour out His wrath upon these nations, deliver His people, and establish His kingdom (Zechariah 14:1-9). 

His jealous anger will burn like fire against all who resist His truth and disobey His Word. The terrible Day of the Lord will dawn and there will be no escape (see Zephaniah 1:2 ff). (Bible Exposition)
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Zephaniah 3:8

a [Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey ...] The 3rd and last prophecy in Zephaniah (Zephaniah 3:8-20, unfulfilled).

Twenty-eight Predictions — Unfulfilled:

1.
Wait upon Me until the day that I rise up to the prey, for My determination is to gather the nations and assemble the kingdoms to pour out My indignation upon them, even My fierce anger (Zephaniah 3:8).

2.
All the earth will be devoured with the fire of My jealousy.

3.
Then will I give to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent (Zephaniah 3:9)

4.
From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My suppliants, even the daughter of My dispersed, shall bring My offering (Zephaniah 3:10).

5.
In that day you will be ashamed of all your doings, wherein you have transgressed against Me (Zephaniah 3:11).

6.
Then I will take away out of your midst them that rejoice in pride.

7.
You will no more be haughty because of My holy mountain.

8.
I will also leave in the midst of you an afflicted (not with sickness, for there will be no more disease in that day) and poor people; and they shall trust in the name of the Lord (Zephaniah 3:12).

9.
The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity (Zephaniah 3:13).

10.
They will not speak lies.

11.
Neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth.

12.
They shall feed and lie down, and no man will make them afraid.

13.
The Lord will take away your judgments (Zephaniah 3:15).

14.
He will cast out your enemy.

15.
The King of Israel, even the Lord, will be in the midst of you.

16.
You will not see evil anymore.

17.
In that day it will be said to Jerusalem, Fear not; and to Zion, Let not your hands be slack (Zephaniah 3:16).

18.
The Lord your God in the midst of you is mighty and He will save you (Zephaniah 3:17).

19.
He will rejoice over you with joy.

20.
He will joy over you with singing.

21.
I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly (Zephaniah 3:18).

22.
At that time I will undo all that afflict you (Zephaniah 3:19).

23.
I will save her that halts.

24.
I will gather her that is driven out.

25.
I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

26.
At that time I will bring you again and gather you to your own land (Zephaniah 3:20).

27.
I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth.

28.
I will turn back your captivity before your eyes.

b [determination] The only time this word is found in Scripture. It is used of God planning to punish all nations at Armageddon. Determinate is used once of the counsel and knowledge of God concerning Christ (Acts 2:23). The word determined is used 10 times of God's plan (2 Chronicles 25:16; Isaiah 10:23; 19:17; 28:22; Daniel 9:24-27; 11:36; Acts 4:28; 17:26).

c [to gather the nations] Eight great future gatherings by God:

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE

Zephaniah 3:8
1.
Of Israel from all the lands (Deuteronomy 30:3-4; Isaiah 11:10-12, notes; Isaiah 43:5; 54:7; Jeremiah 29:14; 31:8-10; 32:37; Ezekiel 11:17; 20:34,41; 34:13; 36:24; 37:21; 38:8-13; 39:27-28; Hosea 1:11; Micah 3:12; 4:6; Zephaniah 3:19-20; Zechariah 10:8-10; Matthew 24:31; Mark 13:27) -Fulfilled
2.
Of all nations to Armageddon (Joel 3:2; Zephaniah 3:8; Zechariah 14:2; Revelation 16:13-16; 19:19-21)

3.
Of all nations to judgment (Matthew 13:20,41; 25:31-32)

4.
Of all nations to see His glory (Isaiah 66:18)

5.
Of all birds and beasts to eat the bodies of men slain at Armageddon (Ezekiel 39:17-21; Matthew 24:27-28; Luke 17:34-37; Revelation 19:17-21)

Zephaniah 3:8

6.
Of all hosts and Satan to be cast into the bottomless pit (Isaiah 24:22; Revelation 20:3)

7.
Of all saints to meet the Lord in the air (John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; 2 Thessalonians 2:1,7, 2 Thess 2:7 notes)

8.
Of all things both in heaven and in earth (Ephesians 1:10)

(From Dake Annotated Reference Bible © 2007 by Dake Publishing. All rights reserved in U.S.A. and Other Countries.)
Zephaniah 3:8

For my determination is to gather the nations. The mercy of the Lord is directed to all peoples and nations. Even Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. But likewise, judgment will come upon all who forsake the Lord. The judgment of fire is always associated with the punishment of nations through war.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:8 Therefore, &c. The Massorah calls attention to the fact that this verse (v. 8) contains all the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, including the five final letters. This implies that the verse takes in the whole purpose of Jehovah concerning Israel.  The Companion Bible

Zephaniah 3:7-8

God has not allowed instruction and warning to be wanting, to avert the judgment of destruction from Judah; but the people have been getting worse and worse, so that now He is obliged to make His justice acknowledged on earth by means of judgments. 

But instead of repenting, the people have only shown themselves still more zealous in evil deeds. Hishkiim, to rise early, then in connection with another verb, adverbially: early and zealously. Hishchiith, to act corruptly; and with 'aliilooth, to complete corrupt and evil deeds (cf. Psalms 14:1). Jehovah must therefore interpose with punishment.

Verse 8. With the summons chakkuu lii, wait for me, the prophecy returns to its starting-point in vv. 2 and 3, to bring it to a close.  

Jewish commentators, who referred the words to the coming of the Messiah, "who as they hope will come, and, as they say, will devour the earth with the fire of His zeal when the nations are gathered together, and the fury of the Lord is poured out upon them."
ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE

Zephaniah 3:8
 For "the rising up of Jehovah for ever" cannot possibly denote the coming of the Messiah, or be understood as referring to the resurrection of Christ, as (Cocceius) supposes, even if the judgment upon the nations is to be inflicted through the Messiah. 

The judgment to be inflicted upon the nations by the Lord is not an exterminating but a refining judgment, through which He will turn to the nation’s pure lips, to call upon His name.
The prey, for which Jehovah will rise up, can only consist, therefore, in the fact, that through the judgment He obtains from among the nations those who will confess His name, so that the souls from among the nations which desire salvation fall to Him as prey (compare Isaiah 53:12 with 52:15 and 49:7). 

It is true that, in order to gain this victory, it is necessary to exterminate by means of the judgment the obstinate and hardened sinners. God will gather together the nations, to sift and convert them by severe judgments. 

To give the reason for the terrible character and universality of the judgment, the thought is repeated from Zephaniah 1:18 that "all the earth shall be devoured in the fire of His zeal." In what follows, the aim and fruit of the judgment are given; and this forms an introduction to the announcement of salvation. (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
Zephaniah 3:10-20

10 From beyond the rivers of Cush or Ethiopia those who pray to Me, the daughter of My dispersed people, will bring and present My offering. 11 In that day you [the congregation of Israel] shall not be put to shame for all your deeds by which you have rebelled and transgressed against Me, for then I will take away out of your midst those who exult in your majesty and pride; and you shall no more be haughty [and carry yourselves arrogantly on or] because of My holy mountain. 12 For I will leave in the midst of you a people afflicted and poor, and they shall trust, seek refuge, and be confident in the name of the Lord. 13 What is left of Israel shall not do iniquity or speak lies, neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth, for they shall feed and lie down and none shall make them afraid. 14 Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice; be in high spirits and glory with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem [in that day]. 

15 [For then it will be that] the Lord has taken away the judgments against you; He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, even the Lord [Himself], is in the midst of you; [and after He has come to you] you shall not experience or fear evil any more. 16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear not, O Zion. Let not your hands sink down or be slow and listless. 17 The Lord your God is in the midst of you, a Mighty One, a Savior [Who saves]! He will rejoice over you with joy; He will rest [in silent satisfaction] and in His love He will be silent and make no mention [of past sins, or even recall them]; He will exult over you with singing. 18 I will gather those belonging to you [those Israelites in captivity] who yearn and grieve for the solemn assembly [and the festivals], on whom [their exile and inability to attend services at Jerusalem have brought derision and] the reproach of it is a burden. 19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all those who afflict you; I will save the limping [ones] and gather the outcasts and will make them a praise and a name in every land of their shame. [Micah 4:6,7.] 20 At that time I will bring you in; yes, at that time I will gather you, for I will make you a name and a praise among all the nations of the earth when I reverse your captivity before your eyes, says the Lord. AMP
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Zephaniah 3:10

3:10 rivers of Cush. As alluded to in 2:12 above, Cush can refer to several different places in the Old Testament, though it most frequently is the designation for the area translations usually renders "Ethiopia." 

(a) This is misleading, for the area Cush refers to is not modern Ethiopia (Abyssinia) but the area along the Nile just south of Egypt, ancient Nubia (in modern Sudan). 

(b) The boundary between Egypt and Nubia in ancient times was usually either at the first or second cataract of the Nile. It is unlikely that Nubia ever extended much beyond the sixth cataract at Khartoum. 

(c) This verse would then refer to the region of the Blue and White Niles in Upper Egypt. Alternatively, since no Israelites were known to have been scattered to the region of Nubia, this verse may refer to the rivers of Mesopotamia (see Genesis 2:13). (IVP Bible Commentary) 

3:10 There are three main understanding of this difficult verse. They are represented by the following translations:

(a) “From beyond the rivers of Cush (i.e. from far, far away) my suppliants, Fair scattered (i.e. Israel in exile), shall bring my offering;”

(b) “From beyond the rivers of Cush (i.e. from far, far away) my suppliants, Fair Puzai (i.e. a faraway nation), shall bring my offering;”

(c) And “from beyond the rivers of Cush (i.e. from far, far away) my suppliants, fair scattered (i.e. Israel in exile), they (i.e. the nations) shall bring as my offering” 

(Cf. Isaiah 66:20 ‘And out of all the nations, said the Lord, they shall bring all your brothers on horses, in chariots and drays, on mules and dromedaries, to Jerusalem My holy mountain as an offering in a pure vessel to the House of the Lord.’ Tanakh).

The text plays again with ambiguity, and this time one that is not resolved by its context. [JSB]
3:13: The remnant is a central prophetic idea.  [Jewish Study Bible]
3:8 But wait for Me – says the Lord – For the day when I arise as an accuser; when I decide to gather nations, to bring kingdoms together, to pour out My indignation on them, all My blazing anger. Indeed, by the fire of My passion all the earth shall be consumed.

3:9: For then I will make the peoples pure of speech, so that they all invoke the Lord by name and serve Him with one [accord – Literally “back,” i.e. like beasts of burden]. 

3:10: From beyond the rivers of Cush, My suppliants shall bring offerings to Me in Fair [Puzai – “Zion.” For the thought, cf. Isaiah 18:1, 7]. 
3:11 In that day, you will no longer be shamed for all the deeds by which you have defied Me. For then I will remove the proud and exultant within you, and you will be haughty no more on My sacred [mount – I.e. in My holy land; cf. Isaiah 11:9; 57:13; 65:25]. 

3:12: But I will leave within you a poor, humble folk, and they shall find refuge in the name of the Lord. 
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3:13: The remnant of Israel shall do no wrong and speak no falsehood; a deceitful tongue shall not be in their mouths. Only such as these shall graze and lie down, with none to trouble them.  

    Tanakh Hebrew Text

(2). The Gentiles: God's gracious forgiveness (Zephaniah 3:9-10)

It's important to keep in mind that God's call of Abraham involved bringing God's blessing to the whole world (Genesis 12:1-3). God accomplished this by giving the Jews the knowledge of the true God, the written Word of God, and the Savior, Jesus Christ (Romans 9:1-5). Therefore, they were to share these blessings with the Gentiles.

The Jews were supposed to magnify the Lord's name before the Gentiles. 

(1) Instead, they imitated the pagan nations and disgraced God's name (Isaiah 52:5; Romans 2:24).
(2) The court of the Gentiles in the Jewish temple was supposed to be the place where Gentiles could talk with Jews about the true God and even pray to Him, but the religious leaders made that area into a market for selling sacrifices and exchanging money. 

(3) What kind of testimony was that to the outsiders who were earnestly seeking the truth?

What blessings does God promise for the Gentiles in the last days? 

1. First, He promises that the Gentiles shall be converted (Zephaniah 3:9). Instead of calling on their false gods, the Gentiles will call upon the true and living God and have their lips purified. Since what we say with our lips comes from the heart (Matthew 12:34-35), cleansed lips indicate for-given sin and a cleansed heart (Isaiah 6:1-8).

2. But the Gentiles will do much more than call on the Lord and receive His cleansing; they will also serve the Lord as one people and no longer be divided ("serve Him shoulder to shoulder," Zephaniah 3:9 NIV). The prophets teach that during the Kingdom Age the Gentiles will go to Jerusalem to worship and serve the Lord (Isaiah 2:1-5; 4; Ezekiel 40:1-48:35; Zechariah 14:9 ff). The God of Israel will be the Lord of all the earth, and the Gentile nations will honor and serve Him. Along with the scattered Israelites who return to their land, the Gentiles will bring the Lord offerings and be called His "worshipers."

Before our Lord's death on the cross, there was a vast difference between the relation-ship of Jews and Gentiles to each other and to the Lord. But the middle wall that separated them has now been taken down (Ephesians 2:11 ff), and both can share in the spiritual blessings that come through faith in Christ. "For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich unto all who call upon Him. For 'whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved'" (Romans 10:12-13 NKJV). This miracle of God's grace will be demonstrated in the Kingdom Age as the Gentile nations trust and worship the God of Israel.  (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
IV. A Promise of Future Blessing. 3:9-20.

A. The Promise of Conversion. 3:9-13.

Zeph 3:9-10

Then will I turn to the people a pure language. This is a prophetic reference to the time when the Jews would turn from the blasphemy of idolatry and utter the praises of the Lord (cf. Joel 2:28; Acts 2:16-21). Pure language may refer to the form of religious worship they would practice. They had been idolaters; now God promised to restore his worship among them. 
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3:10. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. After the judgment the Lord would bring his people back from all the areas of the captivity. Even so remote a land as Ethiopia would experience this act of sovereign grace.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

PROMISE OF THE CONVERSION OF THE NATIONS AND GLORIFICATION OF ISRAEL Chapter 3:9-20 

The confessors of His name, whom the Lord will procure for Himself among the nations through the medium of the judgment, will offer to Him His dispersed nation as a sacrifice (vv. 9, 10). 

(A) And the rescued remnant of Israel, in their humility, will trust in the Lord, and under the pastoral fidelity of their God have no more foes to fear, but rejoicing in the blessed fellowship of the Lord, be highly favored and glorified (vv. 11-20). 

(B) The train of thought is this: the believers are to wait for the judgment, for it will bring them redemption. 

(C) The first clause in v. 9 is explained in different ways. Many commentators understand by sâphâh bheruurâh the lip of God, which He will turn to the nations through His holy servants. According to this view,(Luther) has adopted the rendering: "Then will I cause the nations to be preached to otherwise, with friendly lips, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord." 

(D) (Hofmann) assumes as the ground of his explanation: "A clear, easily intelligible, unmistakable language does God turn to the nations, to call them all in the name of Jehovah that they may serve Him as one man."
(E)  God turns to the nations a pure lip, by purifying their sinful lips, i.e., He converts them that they may be able to call upon Him with pure lips. 

(F) Lip does not stand for language, but is mentioned as the organ of speech, by which a man expresses the thoughts of his heart, so that purity of the lips involves or presupposes the purification of the heart. 

(G) The lips are defiled by the names of the idols that they have invoked (cf. Hosea 2:19; Psalms 16:4). The fruit of the purification is this that henceforth they call upon the name of Jehovah, and serve Him.
As an example of the way in which they will serve the Lord, it is stated in v. 10 that they will offer the widely scattered members of the Israelitish church as a sacrifice to the Lord. 

(a) Compare Isaiah 66:20, where this thought is applied to the heathen of all quarters of the globe; whereas Zephaniah, while fixing his eye upon that passage, has given it more briefly, and taken the expression "from beyond the rivers of Cush" from Isaiah 18:1, for the purpose of naming the remotest heathen nations. 

(b) The rivers of Cush are the Nile and the Astaboras, with their different tributaries. The most remote of the heathen nations will prove that they are worshippers of Jehovah, by bringing to Him the scattered members of His nation, or by converting them to the living God. 

(c) We have here in Old Testament form the thought expressed by the Apostle Paul in Romans 11, namely, that the Gentiles have been made partakers of salvation, that they may incite to emulation the Israelites who have fallen away from the call of divine grace. 

(d) The words of the prophet treat of the blessing which will accrue, from the entrance of the Gentiles into the kingdom of God, to the Israelites who have been rejected on account of their guilt, and refer not only to the missionary work of Christians among the Jews in the stricter sense of the term, but to everything that is done, both directly and indirectly, through the rise and spread of Christianity among the nations, for the conversion of the Jews to the Savior whom they once despised. (Romans 11:25, 26) (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
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Zephaniah 3:11-13

Shall thou not be ashamed? Punishment would end, finally, for those who repented. A remnant would be purged of idolatry and would return. I will take away out of the midst of thee. The wicked leaders would meet their fate. Thou shalt no more be haughty. False pride would turn into humility. 

3:12 An afflicted and poor people. The captivity would reduce many of the people to poverty. As a matter of fact, many of the poor people responded to the liberation under Cyrus, while the wealthy stayed behind. The prophecy also looks beyond the return from Babylon to the time when the poor and humble finally received the Messiah- "The common people heard him gladly" (Mark 12:37). 
3:13. The remnant of Israel. After the Babylonian captivity a cleansed and purified remnant would return. Never again would they bow down to the heathen gods (cf. Micah 4:7).
          (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

(3). The remnant: God's bounteous blessing (Zephaniah 3:11-20)

When the terrible Day of the Lord is over, Israel will be a new nation. 

1. The Jews will look by faith upon the Messiah whom they crucified, believe in Him, and enter into a new life in the promised kingdom. 

2. Sin will be removed (Zephaniah 3:11-13). The Jews won't have to be "put to shame" because, when they see Christ, they will be ashamed of what they did to the Lord and will mourn over their transgressions (Zechariah 12:10-13:1). 

3. It will be a time of deep repentance and confession that will lead to salvation. 

4. God will especially deal with the pride of Israel that for centuries had kept them from submitting humbly to the righteousness of God that comes only by faith in Christ (Romans 9:30-10:13; Philippians 3:1-12). 

5. There will be no place on God's holy hill for proud sinners who think they can earn God's salvation by their good works. 

6. In contrast to the proud sinners will be the believing remnant, the "meek and humble, who trust in the name of the Lord" (Zephaniah 3:12 NIV).

7. Faith in Christ will make everything new so that the people will no longer disobey God or practice deception. 

8. This suggests that all love of idolatry will be taken from their hearts, for idols are lies and to worship them is to practice deception. 

9. For the first time in centuries, the Jews will be able to enjoy their meals and their sleep, for all their enemies will have been defeated. 

10. During the years of their worldwide dispersion, in many places the Jews have been subjected to threats and intimidation, even fearing for their lives (Deuteronomy 28:63-68), but that will end when God establishes the kingdom and Christ reigns over the nations. 

                   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Verses 11-13. The congregation, being restored to favor, will be cleansed and sanctified by the Lord from every sinful thing. 

The words of v. 11 are addressed to the Israel gathered together from the dispersion, as the daughter of Zion (cf. v. 14). 
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Zephaniah 3:11-13
"In that day" refers to the time of judgment mentioned before, viz., to the day when Jehovah rises up for prey (v. 8). 

Teebowshiy (OT: 954 to be ashamed) lo' (OT: 3808 not or no), thou wilt not need to be ashamed of all thine iniquities; because, as the explanatory clauses which follow clearly show, they occur no more. The leading characteristic of those who are bowed down will be trust in the Lord, the spiritual stamp of genuine piety. 

This remnant of Israel, the eklogee' (NT: 1589 chosen) of the people of God, will neither commit injustice, nor practise wickedness and deceit with word and tongue, will therefore be a holy nation, answering to its divine calling (Exodus 19:6), just as God does not wrong (v. 5), and the servant of Jehovah has no deceit in his mouth (Isaiah 53:9). 

What is stated here can, of course, not refer to those who were brought back from Babylon, as (Calvin) supposes, taking the words comparatively, because there were many hypocrites among the exiles, and adding, "because the Lord will thus wipe away all stains from His people, that the holiness may then appear all the purer." 

The prophetic announcement refers to the time of perfection, which commenced with the coming of Christ, and will be completely realized at His return to judgment. 

(Strauss) very appropriately compares the words of John, "Whatsoever is born of God doth not commit sin" (1 John 3:9). Zephaniah explains what he says, by adding the assurance of the blessing, which is promised in the law as the reward of faithful walk in the commandments of the Lord. 

This reason rests upon the assumption that they only rejoice in the promised blessing that walk in the commandments of God.  In this respect the enjoyment of the blessing yields a practical proof that wrong and wickedness occur no more. 

The words wªraabªtsuw (OT: 7257 to crouch) yirª`uw (OT: 7462 to tend a flock) may be explained from the comparison of the remnant of Israel to a flock both in Micah 7:14 and Luke 12:32 ("little flock;" for the fact itself, compare Micah 4:4). 

This blessing is still further developed in what follows: 

1. First of all by a reference to the removal of the judgments of God (vv. 14-17), 

2. And secondly by the promise of God that all the obstacles which prevent the enjoyment of the blessing are to be cleared away (vv. 18-20).  (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

3:14-20 Joy to Jerusalem.

3:15 As in some other prophetic texts, here God is king (Sovereign), obviating the need for an ideal human king (a “messiah”). [Jewish Study Bible]
3:18: The Hebrew is extremely difficult. Tentative, and at times quite divergent translations have been proposed. One possibility is: 
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Zephaniah 3:18
Those who are afflicted because they are deprived of the festivals, I (i.e. the Lord) have gathered, they were from you, (they were) a sign on her, (they were) a (source of) mockery.” [Jewish Study Bible]
3:20: The book concludes with a strong announcement of hope; such positive conclusions typify biblical books. The fortunes of Israel / Judah will be restored, and this restoration includes the gathering of the exiles (on this point, cf. Amos 9:14-15 – though in Amos the image of restoration is agrarian). Because of its tone this verse has been included in Jewish liturgy.   [Jewish Study Bible]
Zephaniah 3:15

Verse 15

[Taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy] Twenty reasons for Israel to be happy:

1.
They will not be ashamed of their past sins and rebellions (Zephaniah 3:11).

2.
All rebels will be purged from the midst of them.

3.
They will be haughty no more.

4.
They will become meek and lowly.

5.
They shall trust the name of the Lord.

6.
They will sin no more (Zephaniah 3:13).

7.
They will be eternally secure.

8.
Their judgment will be over (Zephaniah 3:15).

9.
Their enemy will be cast out.

10.
The King of Israel, the Messiah, will be in their midst.

11.
They will never see evil again.

12.
They will never fear (Zephaniah 3:16).

13.
They will have material prosperity.

14.
God in their midst will be mighty (Zephaniah 3:17).

15.
God will save them.

16.
He will rejoice over them to do them good.

17.
He will undo all that afflict them (Zephaniah 3:19).

18.
He will completely gather them.

19.
He will get them praise and fame in every land where they had shame.

20.
He will make them a name and a praise among all people of earth (Zephaniah 3:20).

                     (From Dake Annotated Reference Bible)

B. The Promise of Restoration. 3:14-20.

Zephaniah 3:14-15
Sing, O daughter of Zion. A time of rejoicing would come when the remnant would once again worship in the rebuilt Temple. There will also be a time of rejoicing in the more distant future when Israel will accept her Messiah. 

3:15 The king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee. This is a prophetic anticipation of the day when the King-Messiah will rule. Israel has had no Davidic king actually holding the reins of government since the death of Zedekiah.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Verses 14-17. The daughter Zion, i.e., the reassembled remnant of Israel, is to exult and shout at the fullness of the salvation prepared for it. The fullness is indicated in the heaping up of words for exulting and rejoicing. The greater the exultation, the greater must the object is over which men exult.
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Zephaniah 3:14-17
The re-establishment of the covenant of grace assigns the reason for the exultation. God has removed the judgments, and cleared away the enemies, who served as the executors of His judgments. Pinnâh, piel, to put in order (sc., a house), by clearing away what is lying about in disorder (Genesis 24:31; Leviticus 14:36), hence to sweep away or remove. 'Oyeebh: with indefinite generality, every enemy. 

Now is Jehovah once more in the midst of the daughter Zion as King of Israel, whereas, so long as Israel was given up to the power of the enemy, He had ceased to be its King. 

The predicate is merely bªqirªbeekª (OT: 7130) (in the midst of thee). The accent lies upon the fact that Jehovah is in the midst of His congregation as King of Israel (cf. v. 17). 

Because this is the case, she will no more see, i.e., experience, evil (raa'aah (OT: 7200 see) as in Jeremiah 5:12; Isaiah 44:16, etc.), and need not therefore any longer fear and despair. 

     (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
ISRAEL REJECTS GOD AS THERE KING
‘And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations….for they have rejected me that I should not reign over them.’ 1 Samuel 8:5, 7 

This is stated in v. 16: They will say to Jerusalem, Fear not. She will have so little fear, that men will be able to call her the fearless one. 

The two clauses contain simply a description, drawn from man's mode of showing love, and transferred to God, to set forth the great satisfaction which the Lord has in His redeemed people, and are merely a poetical filling up of the expression, "He will rejoice over thee with joy." 

These joys of His love will the Lord extend to all who are troubled and pine in misery.

         (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
Zephaniah 3:16-17

Fear thou not. In the glorious day of the Messiah, all captivities and national afflictions will be removed. 

3:17 The Lord thy God This is the high tide of Zephaniah's prophesy.

(a) The Lord ... God is the self-existent, divine Being who will stand in the midst of Israel. Is mighty. 

(b) He is the conquering Hero. This is the character Isaiah gives the Messiah (Isaiah 9:6). He will save his people. He will joy over thee. After saving them, the Messiah will find in the redeemed Israel his ground of rejoicing (cf. John 15:11). (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
3:17 is mighty; He will save. The Hebrew accents place the chief pause or emphasis on “save,” implying not that He will save at some future time, but that He is an ever-present Savior. This passage should read “Jehovah thy Elohim is in the midst of thee, mighty to save [at all times].” 

     The Companion Bible
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3:14 Shout for joy, Fair Zion, cry aloud, O Israel! Rejoice and be glad with all your heart, Fair Jerusalem! 

3:15: The Lord has annulled the judgment against you, He has swept away your foes. Israel’s Sovereign the Lord is within you; you need fear misfortune no more. 

3:16: In that day, this shall be said to Jerusalem: Have no fear, O Zion; let not your hands droop! 

3:17: Your God the Lord is in your midst, a warrior who brings triumph. He will rejoice over you and be glad, He will shout over you with jubilation, He will [soothe with His love 

3:18: Those long disconsolate, - “renew His love / As in the days of old.”]. I will take away from you the woe over which you endured mockery. 
3:19 At that time I will make (an end) of all who afflicted you. And I will rescue the lame (sheep) and gather the strayed; and I will exchange their disgrace for fame and renown in all the earth. 

3:20: At that time I will gather you, and at (that) time I will bring you (home); for I will make you renowned and famous among all the peoples on earth, when I restore your fortunes before [their – Hebrew “your.”] very eyes – said the Lord.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
God's people will rejoice (Zephaniah 3:14-17). This is one of the most poignant passages in Scripture. It depicts the Lord as a loving mother, singing over her children and finding joy in their presence. The people of God sing and shout because of all that God have done for them. 

1. He has taken away their punishment, 

2. Defeated their enemies, 

3. And come to dwell with them. 

4. Furthermore, He has guaranteed that the people of Israel will never again be afraid. 

5. Because the Lord is the King of Israel, His people have nothing to fear.

When Pilate presented a suffering Jesus to the Jewish leaders, they rejected Him and shouted, "We have no king but Caesar" (John 19:15). But now the Jewish people will joyfully acknowledge that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords (Philippians 2:9-11). Instead of standing dejectedly like defeated prisoners of war, the Jews will enthusiastically shout Gods praises.

What do they have to sing about? To begin with, they have God's presence with them and God's power working for them (Zephaniah 3:17). Even more, their God holds them next to His heart like a loving mother holds a baby; He quiets them with His love, and He even sings to them! This image of "the motherhood of God" assures forgiven sinners that God is with them, that He loves them, and that they have nothing to fear. 

Our God is a "singing" God. God the Father sings to the Jewish remnant entering the kingdom (v. 17). God’s Son sang at the close of the Passover Feast, and then went to the garden to pray (Matthew 26:30). He also sang after His triumphant resurrection from the dead (Psalms 22:22; Hebrews 2:12). God’s Spirit sings today through the hearts and lips of Christians who praise God in the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18-21).   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE





SECTION TWO
Zephaniah 3:18-20

I will gather them that are sorrowful. A remnant will repent of their sins, and they will again gather in Jerusalem to see its great splendor restored. The reproach of it was a burden. Jewish people have not been able to enjoy their religion in the countries of their dispersion because of the reproach heaped upon them by their heathen neighbors (cf. Psalms 137). 

3:19 undo all that afflict thee. Those who have punished Judah will be punished. 

3:20 I bring you again. They will once again possess their own land and be restored to favor with the Lord. Finally, all nations of the earth will be blessed by the Jews through their Messianic King, the Lord Jesus (cf. Isaiah 11:12; Ezekiel 28:25; 34:13; Amos 9:14). (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Note: remember that at the time of many of these commentaries in the 1800 that Israel was still scattered among the nations and had no hope of returning to their nation, and so the theologians of that day thought that they would return when Jesus the Christ of God, came back to earth, to bring judgment on mankind and to reestablish the nation of Israel as the preachers of righteousness.

We have lived to see the nation of Israel come back home and be reestablished as a nation, [1948 AD]

1. But as a nation they have not received Jesus Christ as their Messiah, 

2. Nor have they returned fully to the Word of God, 
3. There are some who are religious,
4. But many don’t believe in God or His word, 
5. Like America today, known as a Christian Nation, but not acting like one.
Paul the Learner

Verses 18-20. 

The salvation held up in prospect before the remnant of Israel, which has been refined by the judgments and delivered, was at a very remote distance in Zephaniah's time. 

(a) The first thing that awaited the nation was the judgment, through which it was to be dispersed among the heathen, according to the testimony of Moses and all the prophets, and to be refined in the furnace of affliction.

(b) The ten tribes were already carried away into exile, and Judah was to share the same fate immediately afterwards. 

(c) In order, therefore, to offer to the pious a firm consolation of hope in the period of suffering that awaited them, and one on which their faith could rest in the midst of tribulation, Zephaniah mentions in conclusion the gathering together of all who pine in misery at a distance from Zion, and who are scattered far and wide, to assure even these of their future participation in the promised salvation. 

(d) Every clause of v. 18 is difficult. Moo'eed, the time of the feast, when all Israel gathered together to rejoice before Jehovah, as in Hosea 12:10, 

(e) Except that the word is not to be restricted to the feast of tabernacles, but may be understood as relating to all the feasts to which pilgrimages were made.  (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
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‘When I have gathered those of you who have been bruised.’  Zephaniah 3:18 LXX

Verse 19. The more precise definition of the procedure, or of the kind of negotiation, is evident from the context. The reference is to a punitive procedure, or treating in wrath. 

Mª`anayikª (OT: 6031 looking down) as in Psalms 60:1, the heathen nations who had subjugated Israel. What follows is taken almost verbatim from Micah 4:6; and the last clause points back to Deuteronomy 26:19, to tell the people that the Lord will assuredly realize the glorification promised to the people of His possession, and make Israel an object of praise to the whole earth. Baashªtaam bªkaal-haa'aarets, in all lands, where they have suffered shame.

On the fulfillment of this promise, (Theodoret) observes "these things were bestowed upon those who came from Babylon, and have been offered to all men since then." This no doubt indicates certain points of the fulfillment, but the principal fulfillment is generalized too much. 

For although the promise retains its perfect validity in the case of the Christian church, which is gathered out of both Jews and Gentiles. And will receive its final accomplishment in the completion of the kingdom of heaven founded by Christ on the earth, the allusion to the Gentile Christians falls quite into the background in the picture of salvation in vv. 11-20, and the prophet's eye is simply directed towards Israel, and the salvation reserved for the rescued eklogee' (NT: 1589 chosen) tou' (NT: 3588 the) Israee'l (NT: 2474 Israel). 

But inasmuch as Zephaniah not only announces the judgment upon the whole earth, but also predicts the conversion of the heathen nations to Jehovah the living God (Zephaniah 3:9-10), we must not restrict the description of salvation in Zephaniah 3:11-20 to the people of Israel who were lineally descended from Abraham, and to the remnant of them; but must also regard the Gentiles converted to the living God through Christ as included among them. 

And must consequently say that the salvation which the Lord will procure through the judgment for the daughter Zion or the remnant of Israel, commenced with the founding of the Christian church by the apostles for Judah and the whole world, and has been gradually unfolded more and more through the spread of the name of the Lord and His worship among all nations, and will be eventually and fully realized at the second coming of Christ, to the last judgment, and to perfect His kingdom in the establishment of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21 and 22).

It is true that both the judgment and the salvation of the remnant of Israel seeking Jehovah and His righteousness commenced even before Christ, with the giving up of Judah, together with all the tribes and kingdoms falling within the horizon of Old Testament prophecy, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar and the imperial rulers who followed him. 

But so far as the question of the fulfillment of our prophecy is concerned, these events come into consideration merely as preliminary stages of and preparations for the times of decision, which commenced with Christ not only for the Jews, but also for all nations. (Keil & Delitzsch)

     Pre-tribulation                 Mid-tribulation                               Post-tribulation
1. Rev. 3:10 [the church] - 2. Rev. 14:1 [144,000 the church] - 3. Rev. 7:9-15 [the church]
In God’s eyes the Jew and Gentile peoples are the church, one body, one spirit, one mind. 
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Zephaniah 3:18-20

1. The nation will be restored (Zephaniah 3:18-20). During the seventy years of captivity in Babylon, and then during their worldwide dispersion among the Gentiles after A.D. 70 A.D., devout Jews were not able to celebrate their appointed feasts (Leviticus 23). 

2. Since the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 A.D., the Jewish people have had no temple, altar, priesthood, or sacrifice (Hosea 3:4-5). Of course, the types and symbols of the Old Testament Law have all been fulfilled in Christ, including the feasts and sacrifices (Hebrews 10), but Zephaniah intimates that these feasts will be restored in the Kingdom Age, and Zechariah 14:16-21 seems to support this interpretation.

3. Why would the Lord restore religious practices that have now been fulfilled? Possibly as a means of teaching Israel the meaning of the doctrine of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

4. The feasts described in Leviticus 23 pictures "salvation history," from the slaying of the Passover lamb (John 1:29) to the Day of Atonement (the cleansing of Israel) and the Feat of Tabernacles (the Kingdom Age). 

5. The Prophet Ezekiel describes in great detail the structure and services of a great temple in Israel (Ezekiel 40-48), and this includes the offering of the Levitical sacrifices. Just as the Old Testament types looked forward to the coming of the Savior, perhaps during the Kingdom Age these rituals will look back to His finished work.
6. God's promise is that His scattered people will be gathered, His lame people will be rescued, and His sinful people will be forgiven and no longer bear the shame of their wicked deeds. "I will bring you home" (Zephaniah 3:20 NIV) is God's gracious promise, and He will keep it. 

7. Where once the Jewish nation brought shame and disgrace to God's name and were poor witnesses to the Gentiles, now Israel will bring honor and praise to the Lord their God and reveal to the Gentile nations the glory of His name. Israel will receive honor from the Gentiles and give the glory to the Lord.

The state of Israel was "born" on May 14, 1948, but that event, significant as it is, was not the fulfillment of God's promise to regather His people and restore their fortunes. That promise will be fulfilled in the end times, after the Jews have experienced the Day of the Lord and been prepared to see their Messiah. But God's promises will be fulfilled, and God's people Israel will be restored and bring worldwide glory to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But there is a present-day practical lesson here for any of God's people who have strayed from His will and have experienced His chastening. When you come to Him with a broken heart, confessing your sins, He will receive you the way a loving mother receives a disobedient child. He will love you and even sing to you! He will bring peace to your heart and "quiet you in His love." Yes, we suffer for our disobedience; and sometimes we carry the scars of that disobedience for the rest of our lives. But the Lord will forgive us (1 John 1:9), forget our sins, and restore us into His loving fellowship.

Dr. William Culbertson, late president of Moody Bible Institute, sometimes ended his public prayers with, "And Lord, help us bear the consequence of forgiven sin and to end well." There are consequences to forgiven sin; for though God in His grace cleanses us, God in His government says, "You will reap what you have sown." After King David confessed his, in. The Prophet Nathan assured him that the Lord had put away his sin, but the rest of his days, David suffered the tragic consequences of what he had done (2 Samuel 12:1-15).

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER THREE

Zephaniah 3:18-20
But when God establishes His kingdom on earth, He will restore His people, renew the land, and give His people a new beginning that will cause them to forget their past disobedience and focus on praising the Lord and glorifying His name.

Jehovah is "the God of hope." Therefore. He can fill us with "all joy and peace in believing" so that we can "abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13 NKJV).

Is that your experience today?    (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

INSERT

I want to deal with a though found on Page 17 of this study, 3:15 ‘within you).

We have been dealing with the subject, ‘The Day of the Lord’ now to Zephaniah he was looking to the judgment of Judah from Babylon. As we have seen that Jesus was dealing also with, ‘The Day of the Lord’ when Rome under Titus would destroy Jerusalem and scatter the Jews throughout the world, because they as a nation had rejected the ‘Messiah’ of God that was spoken about throughout the Scriptures. They totally rejected God’s Sacrifice of His Son and so God then offered another sacrifice, only this time it was His people Israel.





Paul the Learner

‘…Israel’s Sovereign the Lord is within you; you need fear misfortune no more.’  3:15

THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL MANIFESTED.
Revelation 7:1-8

(Revised Text)-"After this I saw four angels standing over the four comers of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that wind might not blow upon the earth, nor upon the sea, nor upon any tree. And I saw another angel going up from the sun-rising, having a seal of the living God; and he was crying with a great voice to the four angels to whom it was given to injure the earth and the sea, saying: Injure ye not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God upon their foreheads. 
And I heard the number of the sealed: a hundred and forty-four thousand were sealed, out of every tribe of the children (rather, sons) of Israel; out of the tribe of Juda, twelve thousand were sealed; out of the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Aser, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Nepthalim, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Manasses, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Zabulon, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand; out of the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed."

These words describe the continuation of the action and course of events signified by the breaking of the sixth seal. It is, therefore, still the period of the judgment with which we here have to do. 

(a) But in the midst of wrath, God remembers mercy. 

(b) With all the fearful physical prodigies which mark the first shock under this seal, and the terror and dismay of mankind in general in view of those prodigies, the material universe remains, the earth continues in its place, and gracious operations still go on among its remaining populations.
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(c) Though the heavens and the earth are terrifically shaken, and the whole system of nature is thrown into commotion, as if on the verge of utter ruin, there is a lull in the storm; the angels who have charge of the disturbing blasts are commanded to hold them back for a season. 

(d) And a scene of calm, and of gracious manifestation to certain of the children of men, ensues, before the great and terrible day of the Lord advances to its meridian. 

(e) The judgment has begun, and has progressed through a number of its most important stages, but still divine compassion lingers, grace has not entirely departed, and the merciful act of the sealing of the 144,000 has to be completed before another step in the succession of judicial wonders can occur. And this sealing, it is, which is to occupy our attention this evening. We may consider:

I. THE SUBJECTS OF IT

II. THE NATURE OF IT -    In our study of Revelation
III. THE EFFECTS OF IT – In our study of Revelation
Revelation 7:1-8

And to this end, may God help us with the illumination and guidance of his Holy Spirit!

1. Who, then, is these 144,000 sealed ones? This is a vital question, in the right interpretation of this part of holy writ. But very conflicting and uncertain have been the answers generally given to it. Many writers are so perplexed and confounded with it, that they scarcely presume to answer it, and seek to quiet inquiry by saying that the subject is too difficult for man to handle. Did people only keep themselves to the plain reading of the words as they are, without subjecting them to chemical treatment to bring them into affinity with radically false conceptions of the Apocalypse, they would save themselves much perplexity, and their readers much confusion. So long as people will keep thinking of the present Church, and the location of these events in the past, or in what is now transpiring; just so long they will remain bewildered in the fog, and fail to find any solid way through these wonderful revelations.

If we only take to heart, that, when John writes "children of Israel," he means "children of Israel"-the blood descendants of the patriarch Jacob-and that, when he mentions "the tribe of Juda," "the tribe of Reuben," "the tribe of Gad," "the tribe of Aser," "the tribe of Nepthalim," "the tribe of Manasses," "the tribe of Simeon," "the tribe of Levi," "the tribe of Issachar," "the tribe of Zabulon," "the tribe of Joseph," and "the tribe of Benjamin," he verily means what he says, we will at once have the subjects of this apocalyptic sealing unmistakably identified. But many are so morbidly prejudiced against everything Jewish, that it is concluded in advance, that anything merciful, referring to the Israelite race, must needs be understood some other way than as the words are written. 

1. Though all the prophets were Jews, and Jesus was a Jew, 

2. And the writer of this Apocalypse was a Jew, 

3. And all the Apostles were Jews, 

4. And salvation itself is of the Jews, 

5. And the Jews as a distinct people are everywhere spoken of as destined to continue to the world's end, it is regarded as the next thing to apostasy from the faith, to apply anything hopeful, that God has said, to this particular race.
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INSERT CONTINUED

Though Paul says, that, to his "kinsmen according to the flesh" (Romans 9:3), "the promises" pertain; that "God hath not cast away His people which He foreknew;" "that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in" (Romans 11:25), but only "in part," and only until then; and that God's unchanging covenant still has something favorable for them in reserve; even many otherwise enlightened Christians become impatient, and will not at all hear us, when we presume to pronounce God's own words as if He really meant what He has said.

No wonder, therefore, that they cannot find a consistent interpretation of a vision of grace which is predicated of Jacob's literal seed, in contradistinction from all others. Nor is there a vice or device of sacred hermeneutics, which so beclouds the Scriptures, and so unsettles the faith of men, as this constant attempt to read "Church" for "Israel," and "Christian peoples" for "Jewish tribes." As I read the Bible, when God says "children of Israel," I do not understand Him to mean any but people of Jewish blood, be they Christians or not; and when He speaks of the twelve tribes of the sons of Jacob, and gives the names of the tribes, it is impossible for me to believe that He means the Gentiles, in any sense or degree, whether they be believers or not. 

Revelation 7:1-8

And this would seem to be so plain and self-evident a rule of interpretation that I can conceive of no legitimate variation from it, except in such case as the Holy Spirit Himself may explain to the contrary.

(a) There is a sense in which a man may be a Jew outwardly, and yet not be one according to the spiritual calling of the Jews; and there is a sense in which even Gentiles, if they be true believers, are "Abraham's seed;" 

(b) But I know of no instance in which the descendants of the twelve tribes of Israel include the Gentiles, or in which, what is discoursed specifically of persons out of the tribes of Juda, Reuben, Gad, Aser, Nepthalim, Manasses, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zabulon, Joseph, and Benjamin, is to be understood only of "the blessed company of all faithful people, gathered together from all parts of the world, and constituting the Church universal." 

Above all, would such a way of interpreting the Scriptures be out of place in a book in which more is said about "the church," strictly as such, than in any other sacred book, and in which it is particularly shown that the Church's judgment has begun, and to a large extent already gone into effect, before what is thus written of the tribes of the sons of Jacob takes place. It is also to be remembered, that the crowned elders and the living ones are a part, and a very conspicuous part, of "the glorified company of the whole Church;" yet, in Revelation 14:3, they appear in connection with the 144,000, but as a wholly distinct body. 

1. The sealed ones are one company, complete in itself;

2. And the elders and living ones are another company complete in itself. 

John beholds them both at the same time, the one in the presence of the other, but each with its own separate place, character, and blessedness. The 144,000 therefore can by no possibility "represent the glorified company of the whole church." There is no proof that they represent any body but themselves, or that they are at all a part of the Church, properly so called. Everything shows that they are a class of the saved, separate and distinct from all others.
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Revelation 7:1-8
(A). They are also described as being "the first fruits unto God and the Lamb." But they cannot be the first fruits of all saints, for the elders and living ones are glorified, and have received their golden crowns, before these 144,000 have even been sealed on earth. They must therefore be the first fruits of another calling and order, after the present period of the Church, strictly so called, has run its course.

(B). And when we take along with us the apostolic commentary upon the ancient covenants, to wit: that, after the fullness of the Gentiles is come in, the scales are to drop from the eyes of Israel's blinded descendants, and a fresh current of salvation is to set in toward them; the argument seems to me conclusive and overwhelming, that these 144,000 are just what John says they are-Jews, descendants of the sons of Israel-the first fruits of that new return of God to deal mercifully with the children of His ancient people for their father's sakes.

(C). If we look a little further on in the chapter, we find another company described, whose nationalities are also distinctly given. They are "out of every nation, and of all tribes, and peoples, and tongues." Literal nationalities are therefore an important element in the whole chapter. And as those said to be out of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues cannot be Jews only, so those said to be out of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel cannot be Jews and Gentiles indiscriminately.

(D). Some have inferred the necessity of taking these Jewish tribes in a mystic sense, from the omission of the names of Dan and Ephraim, and the substitution of the names of Levi and Joseph in their stead. But these are circumstances from which I infer the exact contrary. If it were the common body of all believers that is meant, the proper symbol would be the complement of the common twelve tribes, as historically known. But here is a new enumeration, and quite a different order developed, so far as respects this sealing. It is, therefore, a new and original thing to itself, in which one of the historical tribes appears to be omitted altogether, and a double number taken out of another. Besides, if we are to take these tribes mystically of the whole Church, it is impossible to find anything to correspond to it in all the history of the Church, past, present, or to come. 

On that theory, the vision has never been and cannot be explained. Hence, we are driven back upon the literal sense, which was the accepted sense in the time of Irenaeus, and which introduces no such embarrassing difficulty. The tribes mentioned by name, are the tribes meant. So, at any rate, I read the sacred account; and if I err, I err with "many," and err on the side of the most direct and plainest sense of the word, as God has caused it to be written. Nor have I ever yet seen the argument for any other acceptation, which does not seem to me to torture and browbeat all the records that bear upon the case, set aside all safe laws of exegesis, and bring the whole Apocalypse into inextricable confusion. 

However, these 144,000 are not simply Jews, for there are many of Jewish blood, and even of the saved among them, who are not of this number. They are Jews of a particular class, singled out from the Israelite populations on account of spiritual attainments and character not found in the rest. They are not only descendants of the Hebrew patriarchs, living in the time of the judgment, but such of those descendants as shall then correspond in their characteristics to the signification of the several tribal names by which they are designated.

(From The Apocalypse: Exposition of the Book of Revelation, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1998, 2003, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

    And God will give them His seal, which is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.   Paul the Learner
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