NAHUM – CHAPTER 3 – THE WOE OF NINEVEH
Nahum 3:1-7

1 WOE TO the bloody city! It is full of lies and booty and [there is] no end to the plunder! [Ezekiel 24:6,9,10; Habakkuk 2:12.] 2 The cracking of the whip, the noise of the rattling of wheels, and prancing horses and chariots rumbling and bounding, 3 Horsemen mounting and charging, the flashing sword, the gleaming spear, a multitude of slain and a great number of corpses, no end of corpses! [The horsemen] stumble over the corpses! 4 All because of the multitude of the harlotries [of Nineveh], the well-favored harlot, the mistress of deadly charms who betrays and sells nations through her whoredoms [idolatry] and peoples through her enchantments. 5 Behold, I am against you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will lift up your skirts over your face, and I will let the nations look on your nakedness [O Nineveh] and the kingdoms on your shame. 6 I will cast abominable things at you and make you filthy, treat you with contempt, and make you a gazing stock. 7 And all who look on you will shrink and flee from you and say, Nineveh is laid waste, who will pity and bemoan her? Where [then] shall I seek comforters for you?  AMP
Nahum 3:4
3:4 offenses of Nineveh. The actual events behind the crimes of Nineveh mentioned here are unknown. However, this harlotry and sorcery are both well-known metaphors used to depict a city or nation that victimizes others, for both witch and prostitute exert their power over the weak, vulnerable or unwary. Other instances of this seductive harlot image include Babylon in Revelation 18:3 and Jerusalem in Ezekiel 16:15-22 and 23:2-8. 

(a) There may also be a reference here to Ishtar, the patron goddess of Nineveh, whose rituals and sacred stories often contained explicit sexual activity.

(b) It may actually be referring to the web of political intrigue created by the Assyrians as they expanded their control over much of the ancient Near East. 

The taunting of Hezekiah by Sennacherib's representative, the Rabshakeh (Isaiah 36), includes reference to the maneuvering for power by Egypt and Assyria (Isaiah 36:4-6), while the smaller states were drawn into treaties and vassalage that impoverished and destroyed them. Certainly the economic exploitation of the natural resources of Syro- Palestine by the Assyrians would also fit Nahum's list of charges against Nineveh (see Revelation 18:14-17). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:7. no one to comfort. One scholar (Becking), noticing the similarity between a number of the judgment pronouncements in Nahum and the curses in vassal treaties, recognized in this line the Assyrian curse that the dead would have no one to care for their spirit by pouring out libations. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)
Nahum 3:1

[the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departed not] Eight reasons for Nineveh's destruction:

1.
A bloody city — murders (Nahum 3:1)

2.
Full of lies and deceit

3.
Robberies

4.
Wars to plunder others

5.
Multitude of whoredoms (Nahum 3:4)

6.
Many witchcrafts

7.
Drunkenness (Nahum 3:11)

8.
Oppression of others (Nahum 3:19) (Dake Annotated Reference Bible)
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[General Information - 3:1-19 On Nineveh’s pride and its fall.] The passage begins Ah (verse 1) and concludes with the clapping of hands (verse 19), from an ironic imitation of a lament to universal joy. The entire section explains the fall of the city in terms of its behavior. 

3:1: This is an instance of the typical “Ah” (Hebrew “hoy”) formula. Usually “ah” is followed by a noun phrase (or a participle) that not only identifies for whom the exclamation is due, but also explains their fate in terms of just punishment (e.g. Zephaniah 3:1). City of crime (more literally “city of blood [shed]”) follows this pattern. The NJPS translation of the verse is not fully literal. [Jewish Study Bible]
[General Information - 3:4-7] On the general imagery, (cf. Lamentations chapter 1). [JSB]
3:4: The association of a female metaphor for the city with the negative, female imagery of harlotries and sorcery is obvious. Such metaphors were common in the societies in which biblical texts were written and first read, though problematic to many readers today.
[Jewish Study Bible]

3:1 Ah, city of crime, utterly treacherous, full of violence, where killing never stops!  Tanakh Text

(3) God Is Just: Why Nineveh Will Fall (Nahum 3)

"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis 18:25) God is long-suffering, but there comes a time when His hand of judgment falls. "You have rebuked the nations, You have destroyed the wicked; you have blotted out their name forever and ever" (Psalms 9:5, NKJV). Nahum gives three reasons why Nineveh deserved to be judged. 

1. Their ruthless bloodshed (Nahum 3:1-3). The Assyrians were clever diplomats who lied to other nations and then broke their promises and destroyed them. They slaughtered people without regard for age or sex, and they stacked up corpses like lumber as warning to anybody who would oppose them. The shedding of innocent blood is a serious sin that God notes, remember, and judges (Deuteronomy 19:11-13; 2 Kings 21:16; 24:4; Psalms 106:38; Proverbs 6:16-17; Isaiah 59:7). Depraved dictators who authorize the heartless slaying of innocent victims will someday answer to God for their crimes against Him and humanity.

2. Their idolatry (Nahum 3:4-7). Often in Scripture, idolatry is associated with prostitution, and when you consider that the chief deity of Nineveh was Ishtar, goddess of sexual passion, fertility, and war, you can under-stand why Nahum used this metaphor. Because of their spiritual blindness, the Assyrians were ensnared by this evil goddess and were under the control of lust, greed, and violence. People become like the god that they worship (Psalms 115:8), for what we believe determines how we behave. Assyria spread this evil influence to other nations and enslaved them by their sorcery. (See the description of the corrupt end-times religious system given in Revelation 17.)

In ancient times, prostitutes were often shamed by being publicly exposed, and this is what God promised to do to Nineveh. God would expose Assyria's nakedness before all the nations, and this would be the end of their evil influence. The magnificent wealthy city would become a heap of ruins. 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)

WHEN THE CUP BECOMES FULL, THEN JUDGMENT WILL FALL!

NAHUM CHAPTER THREE

Revelation 17:6

6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. NKJV
Chapter III.

I. The Portrayal of the Overthrow 3:1-3.

Nahum 3:1

The bloody city. Nineveh was founded and maintained on murder, bloodshed, and constant warfare. Full of lies and robbery. Within the realm, as well as without, promises were broken and truce-breaking was all too common. Extortion and violence were the order of the day. The prey departed not. She never ceased to live by plundering and rapine. The later history of Assyria is one of almost uninterrupted warfare.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Nahum 3:1

Woe to the bloody city! - Literally, city of blood-namely, shed by Nineveh; just so now her own blood is to be shed.

It is all-full of lies and robbery - violence (Maurer). Extortion (Grotius).
The prey departed not - Nineveh never ceases to live by rapine. Or, better (as the ether translation would require, 'departed not from her'), the Hebrew verb [yaamiysh (OT: 4185)] is transitive, 'she (Nineveh) does not make the prey depart:' she ceases not to plunder.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

3:2 Crack of whip and rattle of wheel, galloping steed and bounding chariot! Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:2

The noise of a whip. As in chapter 2, Nahum describes in vivid terms the siege of the city. The reader can all but hear the noise of the whips urging on the horses, the rattling of the wheels of the war chariots, the leaping of the horses, the jostling of the chariots. He can almost see flashing swords, and the glittering spears; and then death-everywhere.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Nahum 3:2

The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the prancing horses, and of the jumping chariots. The reader is transported into the midst of the fight (cf. Jeremiah 47:3). The "noise of the whips" urging on the horses (in the chariots) is heard, and of the "rattling of the wheels" of war-chariots, and the "horses" are seen "prancing," and the "chariots jumping," etc.

    (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:3 Charging horsemen, flashing swords, and glittering spears! Hosts of slain and heaps of corpses, dead bodies without number – they stumble over bodies.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
WHAT SO EVER A MAN SOWS THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP!
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Nahum 3:3

They stumble upon their corpses. In this siege there is no time for decent burial, so important in the ancient world; the living stumble over the heaps of the slain. No passage of Hebrew literature surpasses this for vividness of description.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Nahum 3:3

The horseman - distinct from "the horses" (in the chariots, Nahum 3:2).

Lifted up - denoting readiness for fight (Ewald). (Gesenius) translates, 'lifted up (literally, makes to ascend) his horse.' Similarly (Maurer), 'makes his horse to rise up on his hind feet.' The Vulgate translates, 'ascending' - i.e., making his horse to advance up to the assault. This last is perhaps better than the English version. 

The bright sword and the glittering spear - literally, 'the glitter of the sword and the flash of the spear!' 

This, as well as the translation, 'the horseman advancing up,' more graphically presents the battle scene to the eye. 

They stumble upon their corpses - the Medo-Babylonian enemy stumbles upon the Assyrian corpses.

      (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

II. The Moral Failure of Nineveh 3:4-7.

Nahum 3:4-7

The mistress of witchcrafts. Nineveh is compared to a well-favored harlot. Such a figure when used of Israel refers to the Jews' idolatry, because they were in covenant relation with God. In the case of Assyria, the harlotry consisted of trafficking in witchcrafts, the occult. Through her cunning ways she made other peoples subject to her. 

3:5 I will discover thy skirts. Nineveh had brought disgrace upon herself; now God would manifest it (cf. Isaiah 47:3; Ezekiel 16:37-41). 

3:6 Abominable filth. Refuse, the token of greatest contempt. She would be the gazing stock of all nations. 

3:7 they that look upon thee shall flee from thee. Those who would behold the desolation of the city would flee in terror, not desiring to partake of her miseries. She would be friendless, the object of both scorn and disgust.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:4 Because of the countless harlotries of the harlot, the winsome mistress of sorcery, who ensnared nations with her harlotries and peoples with her sorcery, Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:4

Because of the multitude of the whoredoms. This assigns the reason for Nineveh's destruction.

Whoredoms of the well-favored harlot. Since Assyria was not a worshipper of the true God, "whoredoms" cannot mean, as in the case of Israel, apostasy to the worship of false gods; but her harlot-like artifices, whereby she allured neighboring states so as to subject them to herself.  
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Nahum 3:4
As the unwary are allured by the "well-favored harlot's" looks, so Israel, Judah (e.g., under Ahaz, who, calling to his aid Tiglath-pileser against Syria, was made tributary by him, 2 Kings 16:7-10), and other nations, were tempted by the plausible professions of Assyria, and by the lure of commerce (Revelation 18:2-3), to trust her. 

"All nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication (Babylon, the successor of Nineveh), and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies." 

The mistress of witchcrafts - (Isaiah 47:9, 12). Alluding to the love incantations whereby harlots tried to dement and ensnare youths; answering to the subtle machinations whereby Assyria attracted nations to her.

That sells nations - deprives nations of their liberty, as slaves used to be sold; and in other property also sale was a usual mode of transfer. (Maurer) understands it of depriving nations of their freedom, and literally selling them as slaves to distant peoples (Joel 3:2-3, 6-8). But elsewhere there is no evidence that the Assyrians did this. And families - peoples. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:5 I am going to deal with you – declares the Lord of Hosts. I will lift up your skirts over your face and display your nakedness to the nations and your shame to kingdoms.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:5

I will discover thy skirts upon thy face - i.e., discover thy nakedness by throwing up thy skirts upon thy face (the greatest possible insult), pulling them up as high as thy head (Jeremiah 13:72; Ezekiel 16:37-41). I will treat thee not as a matron, but as a harlot, whose shame is exposed, her gaudy finery being lifted up off her (Isaiah 47:2-3). So Nineveh shall be stripped of all her glory and defenses on which she prides herself.

3:6 I will throw loathsome things over you and disfigure you and make a spectacle of you. Tanakh
Nahum 3:6

And I will cast abominable filth upon thee - as infamous harlots used to be treated.

And will set thee as a gazing stock - exposed to public ignominy, as a warning to others (Ezekiel 28:17). (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:7 And who see you will recoil from you and will say, “Nineveh has been ravaged!” Who will console her? Where shall I look for anyone to comfort you?  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nah 3:7

All they that look upon thee - when thou hast been made "a gazing stock" (Nahum 3:6).

Shall flee from thee - as a thing horrible to look upon (cf. "standing afar off," Revelation 18:10).

Whence shall I seek comforters for thee? - (Cf. Isaiah 51:19, which Nahum had before his mind.)

      (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Nahum 3:8-19

8 Are you better than No-amon [Thebes, capital of Upper Egypt] That dwelt by the rivers or canals, that had the waters round about her, whose rampart was a sea [the Nile] and water her wall? 9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, and that without limit. Put and the Libyans were her helpers. 10 Yet she was carried away; she went into captivity. Her young children also were dashed in pieces at all the street corners; lots were cast [by the Assyrian officers] for her nobles, and all her great men were bound with chains. 11 You will be drunk [Nineveh, with the cup of God's wrath]; you will be dazed. You will seek and require a refuge because of the enemy. 12 All your fortresses are fig trees with early figs; if they are shaken they will fall into the mouth of the eater. 13 Behold, your troops in the midst of you are [as weak and helpless as] women; the gates of your land are set wide open to your enemies [without effort]; fire consumes your bars. 14 Draw for yourself the water [necessary] for a [long continued] siege make strong your fortresses! Go down into the clay pits and trample the mortar; make ready the brick kiln [to burn bricks for the bulwarks]! 

15 [But] there [in the very midst of these preparations] will the fire devour you; the sword will cut you off; it will destroy you as the locusts [destroy]. Multiply yourselves like the licking locusts; make yourselves many like the swarming locusts! 16 You increased your merchants more than the [visible] stars of the heavens. The swarming locust spreads itself and destroys, and then flies away. 17 Your princes are like the grasshoppers and your marshals like the swarms of locusts which encamp in the hedges on a cold day — but when the sun rises, they fly away, and no one knows where they are. 18 Your shepherds are asleep, O king of Assyria; your nobles are lying still [in death]. Your people are scattered on the mountains and there is no one to gather them. 19 There is no healing of your hurt; your wound is grievous. All who hear the news about you clap their hands over [what has happened to] you. For upon whom has not your [unceasing] evil come continually? AMP
Nahum 3:8
3:8 Thebes. As he taunts Nineveh, Nahum reminds them that another heavily fortified city, Thebes (known as "No Amon" to the Greeks and thus named in the Hebrew), had not been able to withstand the Assyrian armies of Ashurbanipal in 663. 

1. The Kushite ruler, Tantamani, had taken control of Thebes and Memphis in 664, drawing a response from the Assyrians, who supported the current northern regime of Necho (whom Tantamani executed). Under the Assyrian onslaught, Tantamani briefly made a stand at Thebes before abandoning it to the invaders and fleeing to Napata. 

2. Thebes, located about 325 miles south of Memphis (which is about 15 miles south of Cairo) on the east bank of the Nile River, had, like Nineveh, an elaborate system of moats and other defenses that gave the illusion of invulnerability. Also like Nineveh, it was a sacred city, dedicated to the god Amon and containing the magnificent temples of the Karnak complex. 

                    (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
3:9 Cush, Egypt, Put, Libya as allies. At the time that Thebes was conquered by the Assyrians, it and Egypt was being ruled by a Cushite (Nubian) dynasty (Twenty-Fifth Dynasty). The capital of Nubia was Napata (between the third and fourth cataract of the Nile, eight hundred miles south of Thebes, in modern Sudan). Ancient Libya was mostly along the coast west of Alexandria but included the long expanse of desert west of the Nile Valley. Put is more difficult. The most likely conclusion is that Put is an alternate name for Libya and that together they refer to the area to the west of ancient Egypt represented by the modern state of Libya. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
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3:10 lots cast for nobles. As the leaders of Egypt were forced to surrender, they were distributed as slaves among the Assyrian commanders along with the rest of the loot. Provision for the division of spoils, including the casting of lots, is also found in Homer's Iliad, the Mari texts and Joel 3:3. 

  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
3:14 preparation for siege. Fortifications for cities in the ancient Near East consisted of earthen ramparts, a sloping glacis, towered gates and walls (sometimes twenty-five to thirty feet thick) constructed on a stone foundation and made of sun-baked mud bricks. However, wind and rain eroded these walls, and they had to be constantly repaired. Thousands of bricks were needed and countless hours were spent making them. Many royal annals and inscriptions mention the repair or construction of city walls as a major accomplishment, and this would have been even more important in anticipation of a siege. Nineveh's city walls, constructed by Sennacherib, ranged approximately seven and a half miles in circumference. It was also necessary to insure an adequate water supply during a siege. Nineveh's water came mainly from the river and the system of aqueducts connected to it, but that supply could be compromised by the enemy outside the walls. The drawing of water here would refer to the activity of filling huge cisterns within the city. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
(General Information - 3:15-17 locust metaphor). Swarms of locust have periodically plagued the Near East throughout its history. They originate in desert and steppe regions as unwinged grasshoppers, and as their population grows they transform themselves into winged locusts whose numbers can literally blot out the sun as they eat, mate and infest the area with huge quantities of their young (see comment on Exodus 10:1-20). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:17 guards and officials. Nahum is using well-known Assyrian titles here referring to courtiers and scribes (probably a more general title for administrative officials). Records of the period show that some of the administration led by Ashur-Uballit II managed to flee west to Haran when the fall of Nineveh was imminent. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:18 identity of king of Assyria. Since the date of the book of Nahum is uncertain, it is not possible to determine which king of Assyria is referred to in this final oracle. Most scholars would say that the earliest date would be shortly after the capture of Thebes in 663 and the terminus date would be the actual fall of Nineveh in 612. It may be Nahum was written as encouragement to the people of Judah to revolt as the Assyrian empire began to break apart after Ashurbanipal's death in 627. The reference may alternatively be to Sin-Shar-Ishkun, who was the Assyrian king when Nineveh fell. (IVP)
Nahum 3:9

Verse 9

[Infinite] Three infinite things in Scripture:

1.
The strength and power of Egypt and Ethiopia (Nahum 3:9)

2.
Job's sins or iniquities (Job 22:5)

3.
God's understanding (Psalms 147:5)

                 (From Dake Annotated Reference Bible)

3:8 No-amon, Thebes, the Egyptian capital, one of the most impressive and wealthy cities of the ancient Near East. It was conquered by Assyria in the days of Ashurbanipal (663 BCE). The main enemy of the Assyrians was an Ethiopian dynasty that ruled over Egypt. The pun on words and historical background is clear. [Jewish Study Bible]
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3:10: On the image of smashed babies, (cf. 2 Kings 8:12; Isaiah 13:16; Hosea 10:14; 14:1; Psalms 137:9. 11: The you (female) refers back to Nineveh. The metaphor is one of a drunken woman (see verse 12). [Jewish Study Bible]
3:13 The language of the text reflects a worldview in which women are seen as weak and defenseless. The relevant section of the verse may be understood not only as the troops within you are women but also as “Behold! Your people: women in your midst!” (Cf. Isaiah 19:16; Jeremiah 30:57; 51:30). 

  [Jewish Study Bible]
[General Information - 3:15-17:] The text plays on two common associations of the locust, with troops and with being a multitude (cf. Joel) or “chewing locust” instead of grub in (verse 15). The point is that the locust (enemy) will devour Assyria whereas its multitude (locust) of troops, merchants, scribes, and the like will not be able to save Assyria. The word-translated marshals may also be translated “scribes.” 

  [Jewish Study Bible]
3:19: On clapping hands for joy, (cf. Psalms 47:2). Everyone has suffered because of Assyria and now rejoices in its permanent fall.    [Jewish Study Bible]
Nahum 3:8-19

(3) Their pride and self-confidence (Nahum 3:8-19). In this closing paragraph, Nahum uses a number of images to show the Assyrians their weaknesses and assure them of their ultimate defeat.
First is history
(a) He begins with a fact of history: the defeat of the Egyptian city of Thebes, or No-Ammon, by the Assyrians, in 663 (vv. 8-11). 

(b) If you visit Karnak and Luxor in Upper Egypt, you will be at the site of ancient Thebes. 

(c) This capital city of Upper Egypt was sure it was safe from any invader, yet it went down in defeat before Assyria. 

(d) Like Nineveh, Thebes was situated by waters, which were supposed to be their defense, but the city fell just the same. 

(e) Thebes had many allies, but they couldn't protect her.

What Assyria did to the people of Thebes would in turn be done to them: their children would be dashed to pieces, the leaders would become slaves, and the people would become exiles. Now, argues Nahum, if this happened to Thebes, why couldn't it happen to Nineveh? 

Their pride and self-confidence would be totally destroyed as the Medes and Babylonians captured the city. Nineveh would drink the cup of God's wrath and become drunk (v. 11; see Psalms 75:8; Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 25:14 ff).

It would be easy
In fact, the conquest would be so easy; it would be like ripe figs dropping into a person's mouth (Nahum 3:12). Why? Because the ferocious Assyrian soldiers would be drained of their strength and be like women: weak, afraid, and unable to meet the enemy (vv. 13-14) They wouldn't be able to bar the gates or stop the enemy from setting fire to them, nor would they be able to repair the walls or carry water to put out the fires.
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Second in nature

The next image is that of insects (vv. 15-17). The invading soldiers would sweep through the land and the city like a plague of grasshoppers or locusts and wipe everything out. 

(A) The Babylonian merchants were also like locusts as they collected all the treasures they could find.

(B) But the Assyrian leaders were like locusts that go to sleep on the wall on a cold day, but when the sun comes up, they feel the heat and fly away. The king and his council were overconfident, like locusts sleeping on the wall, but when the invasion occurred, they flew off to a safe place!

Third in reality

Assyria was like a scattered flock with sleeping shepherds (v. 18), or like a wounded body with no way to be healed (v. 19 a). They had no allies to rescue them, for all the other nations would rejoice when they heard that the Assyrian Empire was no more (v. 19 b).

Like the Book of Jonah, the Book of Nahum ends with a question: "for who has not felt you endless cruelty?" (v. 19, NIV) Nahum emphasizes the same truth that was declared by the Prophet Amos: God punishes cruel nations that follow inhumane policies and brutal practices (Amos 1-2). Whether it's practicing genocide, exploiting the poor, supporting slavery, or failing to provide people with the necessities of life, the sins of nation-al leaders are known by God and He eventually judges.

If you question that fact, go and search for Nineveh. 

    (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

THEY SOWED TO THE WIND, AND THEY REAPED THE WHIRLWIND!
NINEVEH- HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF ITS DESTRUCTION
V. Last Days and fall of Nineveh. - Nineveh, during the centuries of her existence, must have seen many stirring historical events: 

(1). But the most noteworthy were probably Sennacherib's triumphal entries, including that following the capture of Lachish, 

(2). The murder of that great conqueror by his sons (the recent theory that he was killed at Babylon needs confirmation); 

(3). And the ceremonial triumphs of Assur-bani-apli - the great and noble Osnappar (Ezra 4:10). After the reign of Assur-bani-apli came his son Assur-etil-ilani, who was succeeded by Sin-sarra-iskun (Saracos), but the history of the country, and also of the city, is practically non-existent during these last two reigns. 

The Assyrian and Babylonian records are silent with regard to the fall of the city, but Alexander Polyhistor, Abydenus and Syncellus all speak of it. The best account, however, is that of Diodorus Siculus, who refers to a legend that the city could not be taken until the river became its enemy. 

Arbaces, the Scythian, besieged it, but could not make any impression on it for 2 years. 

In the 3rd year, however, the river (according to Commander Jones, not the Tigris, but the Khosr), being swollen by rains, and very rapid in its current, carried away a portion of the wall, and by this opening the besiegers gained an entrance. 
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The king, recognizing in this the fulfillment of the oracle, gathered together his concubines and eunuchs, and, mounting a funeral pyre which he had caused to be constructed, perished in the flames. This catastrophe is supposed to be referred to in 

1. Nahum 1:8: "With an over-running flood he (the Lord) will make a full end of her place (i.e. of Nineveh)," 

2. And 2:6: "The gates of the rivers are opened, and the palace is dissolved." 

3. The destruction of the city by fire is probably referred to in 3:13, 15. 

The picture of the scenes in her streets-the noise of the whip, the rattling wheels, the prancing horses, the bounding chariots (3:2 ff), followed by a vivid description of the carnage of the battlefield-is exceedingly striking, and true to their records and their sculptures.

LITERATURE. — The standard books on the discovery and exploration of Nineveh are Layard, Nineveh and Its Remains (two vols, 1849); Nineveh and Babylon (1853); Monuments of Nineveh, 

1ST sand 2ND  series (plates) (1849 and 1853); and Hormuzd Hassam, Asshur and the Land of Nimrod (Cincinnati and New York, 1897).

(From International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
3:10 yet was she, &c. The cuneiform monuments tell us that Thebes, the old capital of Egypt, was destroyed by Assyria about 663 B.C.E. Assurbanipal has recorded his conquest. Nahum, writing about 603 B.C.E., refers to this as a well-known event, and likely to be remembered. Nineveh fell later, just as Nahum had foretold.  
The Companion Bible
III. The Unheeded Warning from No-amon. 3:8-10.

Nah 3:8

Art thou better than populous No.? Nineveh foolishly had not taken the fate of No [a city] to heart. God, who is no respecter of persons, had to treat sin in Nineveh as he had done in No. 

No-Amon or Thebes, the capital of Upper Egypt, flourished during the reigns of the Pharaohs of the Eighteenth, Nineteenth, and Twentieth Dynasties. 

Even the Greeks and Romans admired its architecture. The Greeks referred to it as Diospolis, "City of God", because the Egyptian counterpart of Jupiter was worshiped there. Situate among the rivers. It was located on both sides of the Nile River. 

The great Greek poet Homer spoke of it as having one hundred gates. There Amon (or Amun), the chief god of the Egyptians, was worshiped as a figure with a human body and a ram's head.

        (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:8 Were you any better than  [No-amon – Amon was the tutelary deity of No (Thebes; cf. Jeremiah 46:25), which the Assyrians had sacked in 663 BCE.], which sat by the Nile, surrounded by water – its rampart a [river – Hebrew “sea.”], its wall [consisting of sea? – Change of vocalization yields “water.”]. Tanakh Hebrew Text
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Nahum 3:8

Art thou better than populous No - rather, as the Hebrew 'No Amon,' the Egyptian name for Thebes in Upper Egypt; meaning the portion or possession of Amon, the Egyptian Jupiter (whence the Greeks called the city Diospolis), who was especially worshipped there. 

The Egyptian inscriptions call the god Amon-re - i.e., Amon the Sun; he is represented as a human figure with a ram's head, seated on a chair (Jeremiah 46:25; Ezekiel 30:14-16). 

The blow inflicted on No Amon, described in Nahum 3:10, was probably by the Assyrian Sargon, who, being provoked by the alliance of So or Sabacho II with Hoshea, the Israelite king, who had revolted from Assyria, proceeded, after having destroyed Samaria, and having led the ten tribes captive, to attack Egypt and Ethiopia, to which latter at this time belonged No Amon of Upper Egypt. 

The Assyrian inscriptions tell us of his receiving tribute from a Pharaoh of Egypt, and of his destroying in part No Amon: thereby they confirm Nahum and Isaiah 20. Sargon reigned 722 BC - 715 BC, (cf. notes on Isaiah 18 and Isaiah 20.) 

As Thebes, with all her resources, was overcome by Assyria, so Assyrian Nineveh, notwithstanding all her might, in her turn, shall be overcome by Babylon. The English version, "populous," if correct, implies that No's large population did not save her from destruction.

Situate among the rivers - probably the channels into which the Nile here divides (cf. Isaiah 19:6-8). Thebes lay on both sides of the river. It was famed in Homer's time for its hundred gates ('Iliad,' ix. 381). Its ruins still describe a circuit of twenty-seven miles. 

Of them the temples of Luxor and Karnak, east of the river, are most famous. The colonnade of the former, and the grand hall of the latter, is of stupendous dimensions. 

One wall still represents the expedition of Shishak against Jerusalem under Rehoboam (1 Kings 14:25; 2 Chronicles 12:2-9).

Whose rampart was the sea, and her wall was from the sea? - i.e., rose up "from the sea." (Maurer) translates, 'whose wall consisted of the sea.' But this would be a mere repetition of the former clause. 

The Nile is called a sea, from its appearance in the annual flood (Isaiah 19:5, "The waters shall fail from the sea" - i.e., from the Nile).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:9 Populous Nubia and teeming Egypt, Put and the Libyans – they were [her – Hebrew “your”] helpers. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:9

Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength. No-amon was much better off than Nineveh, for while the latter had alienated her neighboring nations, the former had formed powerful alliances. The Egyptian capital could depend on a supply of strong Ethiopians on her southern border, as well as on the help of the whole land of Egypt. The aid was so large that the prophet terms it infinite. 
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Put and Lubim. In both the Vulgate and the Septuagint versions Put is rendered Libya. However, Put is distinguished from Libya in this passage. 

Present consensus equates Put with Punt, the present Somaliland in Africa. 

The Lubim spoken of here are the Libyans (with their capital at Cyrene) of North Africa.

           (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Nahum 3:9

Ethiopia - Hebrew, Cush.

And Egypt - Lower Egypt. Ethiopia is thought at this time to have been mistress of Upper Egypt, which latter, therefore, is included under the name "Ethiopia."
Was her strength - her safeguard as an ally.

It was infinite - the resources of these, her allies, were endless.

Put - or Phut (Genesis 10:6). Descended from Ham (Ezekiel 27:10 mentions Phut as serving in the mercenary armies of Tyre). From an Egyptian root, Fit or Pit, meaning a bow, as they were famed as archers (Gesenius). Probably west of Lower Egypt, and conterminous with Libya Proper. Josephus ('Antiquities,' i. 6, 2) identifies it with Mauritania (cf. margin, Jeremiah 46:9, 'The Ethiopians (Cush) and the Libyans (Put) that handle the shield;' Ezekiel 38:5).
Lubim - the Libyans, whose capital was Cyrene; extending along the Mediterranean west of Egypt (2 Chronicles 12:3; 14:9-11; 16:8, "The Ethiopians and the Lubims, a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen" - all of whom, under Zerah, "with a thousand thousand and three hundred chariots," God overthrew when Asa, king of Judah, went against the invaders, resting on the Lord, and in His name; Acts 2:10, "the parts of Libya about Cyrene"). Since, however, the Lubims are always connected with the Egyptians and Ethiopians; they are perhaps distinct from the Libyans. The Lubims were probably at first wandering tribes who afterward were settled under Carthage in the region of Cyrene, under the name Libyans.

Were thy - No’s?
Helpers - literally, in thy help - i.e., among thy auxiliaries (cf. Deuteronomy 33:26, "The God of Jeshurun rides upon the heaven in thy help"). (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:10 Yet even she was exiled, she went into captivity. Her babes, too, were dashed in pieces at every street corner. Lots were cast for her honored men, and all her nobles were bound in chains.

Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:10

Yet was she carried away. In spite of having every geographical and political advantage, No-amon suffered dismal defeat at the hands of Ashurbanipal of Assyria (cf. Isaiah 20:3-4). 
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Nahum 3:10
Such atrocities as are mentioned as perpetrated upon the Egyptian city were common in the conquests of that day (see 2 Kings 8:12). The fall of No-amon was recent enough in the time of Nahum to afford an excellent parallel to the judgment soon to be out to Nineveh. (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Nahum 3:10

Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity - notwithstanding all her might, and she was overcome.

Cast lots for her honorable men - they divided them among themselves by lot, as slaves (Joel 3:3, "They have cast lots for my people").   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

IV. The Hopelessness of Nineveh's Condition. 3:11-19.

Nahum 3:11

Thou also shalt be drunk. The Lord writes his lessons large on the pages of human history. Nineveh had failed to discern God's warning in the doom of No-amon. It was not that she would be overtaken in the midst of drunken orgy, but she would drink to the full the cup of God's wrath. (For the figure, see Isaiah 51:17, 21-23; Jeremiah 25:15-28; Ezekiel 23:33-34). 

Thou shall be hid. The prophecy was fulfilled to the letter. Nineveh disappeared from the scene of history - until 1842, when the French Botta and the English Layard and Rawlinson uncovered the site of the once famous metropolis.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

HISTORY – SOME MORE INFORMATION FROM ARCHAEOLOGY  

‘The Assyrian sources do not disclose how it was finally destroyed:

1. Diodorus Siculus recounts that Arabaces the Scythian besieged the city for two years but could not take it. But in the third year the waters of the river rose and destroyed its fortifications; the king and his retinue committed suicide by throwing themselves into the flames and the city fell to the Scythians.
2. According to a chronicle of the Babylonian king Nabopolassar the united forces of the Chaldeans (Ur) and the Medians (Madai) destroyed Nineveh in 612 B.C.E. Its destruction is mentioned by Zephaniah (2:13-15) and Nahum.
The remains of Nineveh are hidden in two mounds on either bank of the Hawsar River. One is called Kouyunjik Tepe, where the palaces of Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal were discovered, and the other, on the south bank is Nebi Younis (the prophet Jonah), where the palace of Sennacherib stood. These palaces were unusually large, built upon raised platforms about 75 feet (19m) high. 

At the gates of the palaces stood winged lions with human faces. On the walls were reliefs depicting the military campaigns of the kings of Assyria and their hunting expeditions, plus mythological and other scenes. Sennacherib’s palace occupied the southeastern quarter of the city. It was here that the relief portraying the siege and conquest of Lachish was discovered.

The city wall was more than 3 miles (5 km) long and according to the king’s description it had 15 gates. Sennacherib encircled the inner wall with an outer one, which in his words, “was like a mountain.” 

NAHUM CHAPTER THREE

The whole city was surrounded by gardens full of scented plants and irrigated by channels that drew water from the neighboring rivers. The great library of Ashurbanipal, containing 25,000 clay tablets dealing with historical, literary and religious maters, was found in Kouyunjik. 

 Illustrated Dictionary & Concordance of the Bible Publisher is G.G. The Jerusalem Publishing House LTD. Jerusalem  
3:11 You too shall be drunk and utterly overcome; you too shall seek a refuge from the enemy. Tanakh
Nahum 3:11

Thou also shalt be drunk - made to drink of the cup of Yahweh's wrath (Isaiah 51:17, 21; Jeremiah 25:15).

Thou shall be hid - covered out of sight: a prediction remarkably verified in the state in which the ruins of Nineveh have been found (G.V. Smith). Since "hid" precedes "thou also shalt seek strength," etc., (Calvin) in one place refers to Nineveh's state when attacked by her foe: 'Thou who now vaunt thyself shalt be compelled to seek a hiding- place from the foe.' I much prefer the English version, which is (Calvin's) view elsewhere, "Thou shall be hid" - i.e., according to the Hebrew idiom [Na`ªlaamaah (OT: 5956) to veil from sight], Thou shalt so vanish out of sight as though thou hadst not been. Referring to the double fact of Nineveh being as it were hidden out of sight of the foe, not daring to present herself to confront him, and also to her subsequent utter extinction, so that her very site was for ages unknown, until lately. [Destroyed in 612 B.C. and found in 1842 A.D.]

Thou also shall seek strength because of the enemy - thou too, like Thebes (Nahum 3:9), shalt have recourse to other nations for help against thy Medo-Babylonian enemy.

        (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary) 

Nahum 3:12-13

All thy strongholds shall be like fig trees. In the time of desperate need Nineveh found that none of her fortifications helped her withstand the onslaughts of the enemy. The ripe fig is easily gathered, and offers no resistance; so Nineveh would be in the hands of her foes. 

3:13 Women. In their panic the fighting men would afford no more help than terror-stricken women. The gates of thy land shall be set wide open. Once the entrances to the city were left open without proper defense, the enemy would find it an easy task to enter and burn the besieged capital.
       (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:12 All your forts are fig trees with [ripe fruit; - “Your troops are;” cf. next verse] if shaken they will fall into the mouths of devourers.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:12

All thy strong holds - on the borders of Assyria, protecting the approaches to Nineveh: "the gates of thy land" (Nahum 3:13).

Shall be like fig trees with the first-ripe figs - expressing the rapidity and ease of the capture of Nineveh (cf. Isaiah 28:4, "The glorious beauty which is on the head of the fat valley (of Samaria, or Ephraim) shall be ... as the hasty (early ripe) fruit before the summer; which when he that looked upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand, he eateth it up;" Revelation 6:13). (Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown)
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3:13 Truly, the troops within you are women; the gates of your land have opened themselves to your enemies; fire has consumed your gate bars. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:13

Behold, thy people - thy soldiers.

In the midst of thee are women - unable to fight for thee (Isaiah 19:16, "In that day shall Egypt be like unto women;" Jeremiah 50:37; 51:30).

The gates of thy land - the fortified passes or entrances to the region of Nineveh (cf. Jeremiah 15:7). 

Northeast of Nineveh there were hills, affording a natural barrier against an invader; the guarded passes through these are probably "the gates of the land" meant. 

The fire shall devour thy bars - the "bars" of the fortresses at the passes into Assyria. So in Assyrian remains the Assyrians themselves are represented as setting fire to the gates of a city (Bonomi 'Nineveh,' pp. 194, 197).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Nahum 3:14-15

Draw thee waters. Again Nahum turns from the description of the coming downfall to heap scoffing and scorn upon the wicked city. To hold out in a long siege, water was a prime necessity. The prophet advises her to lay in a goodly supply. 

Go into clay. The enemy would doubtless bring battering weapons to the walls of the city in order to make breaches in it. Thus bricks would be needed at once to repair the holes in the walls. 

3:15 There shall the fire devour thee. Useless would be all such measures of desperation, for both the fire and sword would bring Nineveh low. 

Ancient history and modern archaeological findings both attest to the fact that Nahum's prediction came true and the city was destroyed by fire. 

Like the cankerworm. The locust is well known for its destructive power. Nineveh would appear as though it had been overrun by a locust plague. Then by a quick turn the prophet compares the people of Nineveh to a locust horde. Even if they were as numerous as a horde of locusts, they could not escape what the prophet was foretelling.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:14 Draw water for the siege, strengthen your forts; tread the clay, trample the mud, grasp the brick mold!  Tanakh Hebrew Text

Nahum 3:14

Draw thee waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds - ironical exhortation to Nineveh to defend herself.
Draw thee waters - so as not to be without water for drinking, in the event of being cut off by the besiegers from thy fountains.
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Nahum 3:14
Go into clay, and tread the mortar, make strong the brick-kiln - "make strong," or 'repair' (Maurer); so as to have a supply of bricks formed of kiln-burned clay, to repair breaches in the ramparts, or to build new fortifications inside when the outer ones are taken by the foe. (JFB Commentary)
3:15 There fire will devour you, the sword will put an end to you; it will devour you like the grub. Multiply like grubs, multiply like locusts! Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:15

There - in the very scene of thy great preparations for defense; and where thou now art so secure.

Shall the fire devour thee - "the fire," even as at the former destruction; Sardanapalus (Pul?) perished with all his household in the conflagration of his palace, having in despair set it on fire, the traces of which are still remaining.

The sword shall ... eat thee up like the cankerworm - 'the licking locust' [yeleq (OT: 3218)] (Henderson).

Make thyself many as the locusts - 'the swarming locusts' ['arbeh (OT: 697)] (Henderson); i.e., however "many" be thy forces, like those of 'the swarming locusts,' or the 'licking locusts,' yet the foe shall consume thee as the 'licking locust' licks up all before it. See on the various kinds of locust, note, Joel 1:4, and Amos 7:1.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:16 You had more traders than the sky has stars – the grubs cast their skins and fly away. Tanakh
Nahum 3:16

Thou hast multiplied thy merchants. No one could doubt the pre-eminence of the city commercially. She was one of the great trade centers of the ancient world. Her commerce with other nations, especially Phoenicia, was lucrative. 

Fleets away. What had been heaped up for many years by patient and unremitting toil would be carried off by the foe.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Nahum 3:16

Thou hast multiplied thy merchants - (Ezekiel 27:23-24, concerning Tyre, "Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants. These were thy merchants in all sorts of things"). 

Nineveh, by large canals, had easy access to Babylon; and was one of the great routes for the people of the west and northwest to that city: lying on the Tigris, it had access to the sea. The Phoenicians carried its wares everywhere. Hence, its merchandise is so much spoken of.

The canker-worm spoiled, and fleeth away - i.e., spoiled thy merchants. The "canker-worm," or licking locust [yeleq (OT: 3218)], corresponds to the Medo-Babylonian invaders of Nineveh (Ludovicus de Dieu). (Calvin) explains, less probably, 'Thy merchants spoiled many regions; and but the same shall befall them as befalls locusts, they in a moment shall be scattered and flee away.' 

NAHUM CHAPTER THREE

Nahum 3:16
(Maurer), somewhat similarly, 'the licking locust puts off (the envelope in which his wings had been folded), and fleeth away, so shall thy merchants be dispersed' (Nahum 2:9, "Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold;" cf. Joel 1:4). 

I prefer the first view-namely, as the canker-worm spoiled, and fleeth away with the spoil, so the enemy spoils (i.e., shall spoil) thy merchants, and flees away. [PaashaT is properly to put off, so to strip or spoil]. 

However, Nahum 3:17 favors the view that by the canker-worm fleeing away are meant the Assyrians, not the enemy that was to spoil them: "Thy crowned as the locusts ... flee away, and their place is not known where they are." 

The Hebrew has ten different names for the locust, so destructive was it.

        (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Nahum 3:17-18

Thy crowned are as the locusts. Of how much help would the great military leaders be in the day of calamity? They are likened to swarms of locusts with wings stiffened by the cold, which, after being warmed by the sun's rays, regain strength and vitality and fly away. Locusts in the Middle East are so destructive that the Hebrew language has almost a dozen names for them. Locusts can fly away without leaving a trace, and this feature is utilized here. 

3:18. Thy shepherds slumber. The slumber of death was to be the portion of the king's officials and governors. Upon the mountains. The people of Assyria would be scattered to the mountains north of their land, with no one to reassemble them.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:17 Your guards were like locusts, your marshals like piles of hoppers which settle on the stone fences on a chilly day; when the sun comes out, they fly away, and where they are nobody knows.

      Tanakh Hebrew Text

Nahum 3:17

Thy crowned - thy princes (Revelations 9:7, "On their (the locusts') heads were as it were crowns like gold"). The king's nobles and officers wore the tiara, as well as the king; hence, they are called here "thy crowned ones." [minªzaarayik (OT: 4502), a word found nowhere else: the mem (m) is the formative letter. The body of the word is from naazar (OT: 5144), to consecrate, whence comes naaziyr (OT: 5139), a prince, and nezer (OT: 5145) a crown].

As the locusts - as many as the swarming locusts.

Thy captains - [Tapcªrayik (OT: 2951)], Tiphsar, an Assyrian word; found also in Jeremiah 51:27, 

1. Meaning satraps (Michaelis); 

2. Or, rather, 'military leaders' (Maurer). 
3. (Rosenmuller) makes the first syllable from [Tap (OT: 2945)] a family. 
4. Others, from [Taapap (OT: 2952)] the marching tramp of soldiers. 
5. (Lee), from the Chaldaic [Tab], pre-eminent. 
NAHUM CHAPTER THREE

Nahum 3:17
6. Among the more modern Jews the term was applied to a superior angel (Jonathan on Deuteronomy 28:12). 
7. The last syllable, sar (OT: 8269), means a prince, and is found in Belshazz ar, Nabopolassar-sar, Nebuchadnez zar.

As the great grasshoppers, [kªgowb (OT: 1462) gobaay (OT: 1462)] - literally, as the locust of locusts - i.e., the largest locust. (Maurer) translates, 'as many as locusts upon locusts' - i.e., swarms of locusts. The Hebrew idiom favors the English version.

Which camp in the hedges in the cold day - cold deprives the locust of the power of flight; so they alight in cold weather and at night, but when warmed by the sun soon "flee away." So shall the Assyrian multitudes suddenly disappear, not leaving a trace behind (cf. Pliny, 'Histora Natura,' xi. 29).

         (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:18 Your shepherds are slumbering, O king of Assyria; your sheep masters are [lying inert; - Literally “dwelling;” emendation yields “asleep.”] your people are scattered over the hills, and there is none to gather them. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:18

Thy shepherds - i.e., thy leaders.
Slumber - are carelessly secure (Maurer). Rather, 'lie in death's sleep, having been slain' (Jerome). (Ezekiel 15:16; Psalms 76:6.)

Thy nobles shall dwell in the dust - (Psalms 7:5, "Let him (the enemy) lay mine honor in the dust;" Psalms 94:17).

Thy people is scattered - the necessary consequence of their leaders being laid low (1 Kings 22:17).
        (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:19 There is no [healing – Hebrew kehah, a variant of the Hebrew word gehah, see Proverbs 17:22 ‘A joyful heart makes for (good health; “a cheerful face;”) despondency dries up the bones. Tanakh] for your injury; your wound is grievous. All who hear the news about you clap their hands over you. For who has not suffered from your constant malice? Tanakh Hebrew Text
Nahum 3:19

No healing of thy bruise. There would be no redress for the loss and destruction suffered by Assyria. No mention is made of a remnant or survivors. 

Clap the hands over thee. Those who would hear the news of the calamity would rejoice over the fate of the unfeeling empire. They would applaud the retribution that had finally overtaken their oppressor. 
Thy wickedness. The question is addressed to the king as the representative of the kingdom. 

The rule of the tyrant came to an inglorious end in 612 BC, according to the Babylonian Chronicle. 

NAHUM CHAPTER THREE
Nahum 3:19
The prophecy of Nahum thus concludes with a strong statement of moral cause and effect: wickedness and woe, cruelty and calamity, crime and catastrophe.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Nah 3:19

There is no healing of thy bruise. According to Herodotus, the Median attack on Nineveh took place in 633 BC. 

The final siege was about 625 BC Saracus, probably grandson of Esar-haddon, was its last king. 

Finding resistance vain, he collected his wives and treasures in his palace and with his own hand fire to it, and perished in the flames (Abydenus, whom George Rawlinson follows). 

In strict fulfillment, Assyria never after rose to a national existence. In the troubles that followed the accession of Darius Hystaspes, Assyria, with Armenia and Media, attempted a revolt against Persia, but utterly failed.
All that hears the bruit of thee - the report.
Shall clap the hands over thee - with joy at thy fall. The sole descendants of the ancient Assyrians and Babylonians in the whole country are the Nestorian Christians, who speak a Chaldean language (Layard).

For upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually? - Implying God's long forbearance, and the consequent enormity of Assyria's guilt, rendering her case one that admitted no hope of restoration.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary
THE CUP WAS FULL AND JUDGMENT CAME – THE END
Note: we see history repeating itself in the destruction of Germany in the 2nd world war. She bombed and destroyed nations, see sowed no mercy in her destruction of the Jews and others, she prided herself as invincible and would last 1,000 years, yet in a short time here cities would be bombed and destroyed and her people killed without mercy because she had none and so received none. Paul the Learner

YOU EITHER LEARN BY MISTAKES FROM THE PAST OR YOU WILL REPEAT THEM!
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