JOEL 

JOEL CHAPTER THREE

Joel 3:1-10

1 FOR BEHOLD, in those days and at that time when I shall reverse the captivity and restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will gather all nations and will bring them down into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and there will I deal with and execute judgment upon them for [their treatment of] My people and of My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations and [because] they have divided My land. 3 And they have cast lots for My people, and have given a boy for a harlot and have sold a girl for juice [of the grape] and have drunk it. 4 Yes, and what are you to Me, O Tyre and Sidon and all the [five small] divisions of Philistia? Will you pay Me back for something? Even if you pay Me back, swiftly and speedily I will return your deed [of retaliation] upon your own head, [Isaiah 23; Ezekiel 26:1-18; Amos 1:6-10; Zephaniah 2:4-7; Zechariah 9:2-7.] 

5 Because you have taken My silver and My gold and have carried into your temples and palaces My precious treasures, 6 And have sold the children of Judah and the children of Jerusalem to the sons of the Grecians, that you may remove them far from their border. 7 Behold, I will stir them up out of the place to which you have sold them and will return your deed [of retaliation] upon your own head. 8 I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a nation far off, for the Lord has spoken it. [Isaiah 14:2; 60:14.] 9 Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare war! Stir up the mighty men! Let all the men of war draw near, let them come up. 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, I am strong [a warrior]! [Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3.] AMP
Joel 3:2
God's Judgment and Blessing

3:2 Valley of Jehoshaphat. There is no valley with this name known in Israel from the Bible or from other sources, or even from tradition. The alternatives are: 

(1) That reference is being made to a valley that had something to do with the ninth-century king of Judah by the name of Jehoshaphat (the only mention of a valley in his account is in 2 Kings 3); or 

(2) That the valley's name accords with what takes place there (the name Jehoshaphat means "Yahweh judges"). If the latter is the case, as many commentators have concluded, the location would likely be one of the valleys surrounding Jerusalem. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:3 slave trade. One of the most lucrative aspects of warfare and border raiding was the slave trade. Captives were sold to dealers, who would transport them far from their homeland. The actual number of such persons does not compare to the huge numbers of slaves found in Greek and Roman cities. The slave trade existed from earliest times in the ancient Near East. Slaves were generally war captives or persons taken in raids. Traders often accepted slaves, which they transported to new areas and sold. These persons seldom obtained their freedom. The vast majority of persons who ended up on the slave block were either sold to the slavers by their own families or were prisoners of war. (IVP)
3:4 Tyre, Sidon, Philistia as oppressors. These coastal regions of the eastern Mediterranean provided the ports through which sea trade passed. From the next few verses one might infer that these cities acted as middlemen for handling captives (in this case from Judah) who were to be sold as slaves. A certain percentage of those taken in battle may have been considered not worth the trouble or expense of deporting. A quick solution was to pass them on to slave traders, who would handle all the details. (IVP)
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3:6. Greeks. The Hebrew term used here, "Javan," was probably the Greek name Ionia, the Greek region of the western coast of Turkey and the Aegean islands. Ionian Greeks settled this area just before the first millennium B.C. There is evidence of contact between them and the Assyrians by the eighth century B.C. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:8 Sabeans. There are three groups of Sabeans in Scripture. 

(a) One group is from Sheba, present-day Yemen, and an area, which was highly urbanized and had achieved a complex degree of civilization by this period (1 Kings 10). Many inscriptions have been found from the Sabeans in this area. 

(b) There are also Sabeans in Ethiopia (Isaiah 43:3). 

(c) In Job 6:19 the Sabeans are equated with Tema in north Arabia and are probably identified with the Saba of the Assyrian inscriptions of Tiglath-Pileser III and Sargon II in the late eighth century. 

It is difficult to determine which is referred to here, though most commentators favor the first option. 

(IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:10 conversion of metals. Rather than "plowshares" that turn over the dirt as they plow, this may refer to the metal tip of the plow that breaks up the earth and scratches out a furrow. This tip is about seven inches long. However, this same Hebrew word is used in 2 Kings 6:5, where it appears to refer to some sort of axe. Pruning hooks are the small knives used to remove leaves and new shoots from the grapevines. Archaeological samples found are simply thin, short pieces of metal with a curved hook at the end sharpened on the inside edge, as a sickle would be. The shape is reminiscent of the tang type spearheads that had been popular during the Bronze Age. These farm implements could be melted down in time of war and re-forged for weapons.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

Note: Remember when we quote the Jewish Study Bible we are now in the 4th chapter of there work.

[General Information - 4:1-21 Judgment and calamity for the nations; restoration for Israel.]

The text reflects the motif of the enemy gathering massive forces against Jerusalem but being finally destroyed. (Cf. Ezekiel chapters 32, 38, 39; Zechariah chapter 14). Towards the end, the chapter presents a view of the restoration of Israel in terms of agricultural plenty and peace. [JSB]
4:1 (Cf. Jeremiah 33:15; 50:4, 20). As in typical, the time period when this will transpire is not specified. [Jewish Study Bible]
4:2: (Cf. Isaiah 66:18; Zechariah 14:2). Here and in (verse 12) there is wordplay on the name of the valley, based on whether the meaning of the Hebrew word is “contend” or “judge” [JSB]
4:3: Note the relation between the two “sale prices.” [Jewish Study Bible]
4:6: Ionians: See Introduction to Joel. [Jewish Study Bible]
4:8: The nations are punished measure for measure. [Jewish Study Bible]
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4:10: A reversal of the well-known image of (Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3).  [Jewish Study Bible]
Joel 3:1-8

2. During the Day: Judgment Poured Out (Joel 3:1-16)

The phrase "bring again the captivity" (3:1) means "reverse the fortunes" or "restore the fortunes" (NIV). Because of the judgments set during the "Day of the Lord," Israel's situation in the world will be dramatically changed, and God will deal justly with the nations of the world for the way they have treated His people Israel. Joel gives three important announcements. 

(1)"Nations, prepare for judgment!" (Joel 3:1-8) This great battle will take place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (vv. 2, 12); a site mentioned nowhere else in Scripture. In verse 14, it's called "the valley of decision," referring to God's decision (decree) to punish the nations. Since the name "Jehoshaphat" means "the Lord judges," the name "Valley of Jehoshaphat" might well be symbolic, but some students believe it refers to the Plain of Esdraelon where the "battle of Armageddon" will be fought (Revelation 16:16).

Joel lists some of the sins that the Gentiles have committed against the Jews: 

1. Scattering them among the nations; 

2. Selling them into slavery; 

3. Treating them like cheap merchandise for which people cast lots; 

4. Plundering the land of its wealth; 

5. And taking what belonged to the Lord and using it for their own gods. 

Of course, many of the tragic experiences that came to the Jewish people were disciplines from God because they had violated His covenant, but the Gentile nations went beyond discipline to exploitation. Jeremiah said to the Babylonians, "[Y]ou rejoice and are glad, you who pillage my inheritance, because you frolic like a heifer threshing grain and neigh like stallions" (Jeremiah 50:11, NIV). It’s worth noting that God refers to the Jews as "My people" and to the land as "My land." The wealth is "My silver and My gold." Even though the Jews have not obeyed the covenant or sought to please the Lord, He has not abandoned them. Even when they rejected their Messiah, God was merciful to them. He has preserved them as a nation and will one day come to their aid and defeat their enemies. 

       (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Joel 3:1

[For, behold, in those days...] The 4th  section of the prophecy of Joel (Joel 3:1-16, unfulfilled; will be fulfilled at the battle of Armageddon and the day of the Lord). Next, Joel 3:17.

Fourteen Predictions — Unfulfilled:

1.
In those days and at that time, when I bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem. I will also gather all nations (Joel 3:1-2).

2.
I will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2).

3.
I will plead with them there for My people and for My heritage whom I scattered among the nations, parting My land among the Gentiles.

4.
I will raise them out of the place where you have sold them (Joel 3:7).
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5.
I will recompense upon your own head.

6.
I will sell your sons and daughters into the hands of Judah (Joel 3:8).

7.
They will sell them to the Sabeans and to a people far off.

8.
Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near and let them come up  (Joel 3:9-12; cp. Jeremiah 6:4).

9.
I will judge them in the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12-14).

10.
The sun and moon will be darkened.

11.
The stars will withdraw their shining (Joel 3:15).

12.
The Lord will roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem (Joel 3:16).

13.
The heavens and earth will shake.

14.
The Lord will be the hope of His people and the strength of the children of Israel.

(From Dake Annotated Reference Bible © 2007 by Dake Publishing. All rights reserved in U.S.A. and Other Countries.)
Judgment upon the Nations 3:1-17
When the great day announced by extraordinary phenomena (Joel 2:30-31) really breaks, its terrors will fall only upon the foes of Israel. This judgment is twofold: 

1. First, to consummate a complete and final separation between the faithful and God's enemies;

2. Second, to establish the kingdom of the Lord upon the earth in triumphal glory. This conflict is to be waged in the valley of Jehoshaphat (lit., the Lord's judgment; 3:1-3). Perhaps this valley is to be identified with the Kidron. The nations that have exhibited the greatest hostility will suffer the most (3:4-8); regardless of their superior numbers they will be utterly annihilated, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will experience no harm (3:9-17).

                 (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Ezek 39:1-5
ONE OF THE END TIME BATTLES
39:1 AND YOU, son of man, prophesy against Gog, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince (ruler) of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal. 2 And I will turn you about and will lead you on, and will cause you to come up from the uttermost parts of the north and will lead you against the mountains of Israel; 3 And I will smite your bow from your left hand and will cause your arrows to fall out of your right hand. 4 You shall fall [dead] upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your hosts and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to the ravenous birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. 5 You shall fall in the open field, for I have spoken [it], says the Lord God. AMP
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The Avenging of Wrongs Committed Against the Jews 3:1-3
Joel 3:1

Verse 1 begins chapter 4 in the Hebrew. For connects Joel 3:1 with 2:32. It introduces the prophet's explanation for the deliverance of the Jews alone; the other nations will be destroyed. In those days and at that time. Refers not back to 2:28, but forward to the time of the deliverance of the Jews (Jeremiah 33:15).   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:1

Behold ... is that time, when I shall bring again the captivity - i.e., reverse it. 

1. The Jews restrict this to the return from Babylon. 

2. Christians refer it to the coming of Christ. 

But the prophet comprises the whole redemption, beginning from the return out of Babylon, then continued from the first advent of Christ down to the last day (His second advent), when God will restore His Church to perfect felicity (Calvin). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Note: As Peter said in 2 Peter 1:20, 21 ‘Knowing this first that no prophecy of scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men were moved by the Holy Ghost.’  

(A) We have a tendency in the flesh to take prophetic scripture out of the context that it is in and apply it to our personal belief. 

(B) Forgetting that many times that same scripture has a primary as well as a secondary or even more interpretations. 
(C) Thus this scripture can refer to the return of Israel from Babylon as well as the first coming of the Messiah Jesus called the Christ and also the second coming of our Lord and King.
        Paul the Learner

3:1-16- EVIL REMOVED

T-1 3:1, 2-.  Assemblage.

    U-1  3:-2, 3.  Place and Act.
“I will plead.”

         V-1  3:4-8.  Judgment.

Threatened.

T-2  3:9-12-. Assemblage.

  U-2  3:-12.     Place and Act.
“I will judge.”

      V-2  3:13.      Judgment.

Executed.

T-3  3:14-.    Assemblage.

   U-3  3:-14.    Place and Acts.
Time

      V-3  3:15, 16- Judgment.

Threatened.

3:1 in those days, &c. The prophecy, instead of contracting, widens out to the final judgment of the nations (Matthew 25:31-46, “when the Son of Man shall come in His glory…and sit upon the throne of His glory.”). Here we have the nucleus of the nations of Revelation 21:24.   
3:2 the valley of Jehoshaphat. Between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives. The name then existing is still preserved in the village of Sh’afat; now the Wady Sitti Miriam and Wady Far’aun. Mentioned only here, and in verse 12; the event recorded in 2 Chronicles 20:21-26 being typical of this scene of the future judgment of the nations.   The Companion Bible
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Joel 3:2

Muster all nations. All who have mistreated the people of God. Valley of Jehoshaphat or the valley of Divine judgment. This name is given to the scene of the final conflict because of the meaning of the name - the Lord Judges. Scattered ... carved up. Two specific charges against the nations: 

1. They deported the Israelites; 

2. And they divided the land among them.

                   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:2

I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat. Parallel to Zechariah 14:2-4 ("I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, etc. Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east," etc.), where the "mount of Olives" answers to the "valley of Jehoshaphat" here. The latter is called 'the valley of blessing' (Berachah) (2 Chronicles 20:26). It lies between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives and has the Kedron flowing through it. 

As Jehoshaphat overthrew the confederate foes of Judah, namely, Ammon, Moab, etc. (Psalms 83:6-8), in this valley (which was therefore called the valley of blessing, for there they blessed the Lord previous to the victory, 2 Chronicles 20:21-22, 26), so God was to overthrow the Tyrians, Zidonians, Philistines, Edom, and Egypt, with a similar utter overthrow (Joel 3:4,19). 

This has been long ago fulfilled: 

(a) But the ultimate event shadowed forth herein is still future, when God shall specially interpose to destroy Jerusalem's last foes, of which Tyre, Zidon, Edom, Egypt, and Philistia are the types. 

(b) Since "Jehoshaphat" means "the judgment of Yahweh," the valley of Jehoshaphat may be used as a general term for the theater of God's final judgments on Israel's foes, with an allusion to the judgment inflicted on them by Jehoshaphat. 

(c) The definite mention of the mount of Olives in Zechariah 14, and the fact that this was the scene of the ascension, makes it likely the same shall be the scene of Christ's coming again: cf. "This same Jesus ... shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11).

All nations - namely, which have maltreated Judah.

And will plead with them there - (Isaiah 66:16; Ezekiel 38:22).

For my people and for my heritage Israel - (Deuteronomy 32:9, "The Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance;" Jeremiah 10:16). Implying that the source of Judah's redemption is God's free love wherewith He chose Israel as His special heritage, and at the same time assuring them, when desponding because of trials, that he would plead their cause as His own, and as if He were injured in their person.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

The participants in this campaign against Israel:

1. The Ten kingdom federation of nations under the Beast [Revelation 13] that constitutes the final form of the fourth great world empire;
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2. The northern federation, Russia and her allies;

3. The Kings of the east, the Asiatic peoples from beyond the Euphrates;

4. The King of the South, a North African power or powers.

We must not forget another great power that must be added in the defense of Israel and this will be the Lord and His armies from heaven (Revelation 19].

A. While the animosity of the first four is vented against each other and also against the nation of Israel according to (Zechariah 12:2-3; 14:2), it is particularly against the God of Israel that they fight (Psalms 2:2; Isaiah 34:2; Zechariah 14:3; Revelation 16:14; 17:14; 19:11, 14-15, 19, 21). 

B. The battle is called Armageddon and it appears to be mainly the place where the troops will gather together from the four corners of the earth, and from Armageddon the battle will spread out over the entire land of Palestine, Joel speaks of the last battle being fought in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, which is close by Jerusalem, and Isaiah shows Christ coming with blood-stained garments “from Edom,” and Edom is south of Palestine. 

C. So the battle of Armageddon, it seems, will stretch from the Valley of Megiddo in the north of Palestine, through the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near Jerusalem, and on down to Edom at the extreme southern part of Palestine. 

D. And to this agree the words of the prophet Ezekiel that the armies of this great battle will “cover the land.”

E. The Book of Revelation also says the blood will flow to the bits of the horse bridles for 1,600 furlongs, and it has been pointed out that 1,600 furlongs covers the entire length of Palestine.
(A. Sims, The Coming War and the Rise of Russia, page 7).

The Nations:

Russia, Persia, Ethiopia, Libya, Germany and Turkey (Ezekiel 38:2, 5, 6) plus others.

     Paul the Learner
Joel 3:3

The ignominious treatment of the helpless Jews by the conquerors is pointed out. Cast lots. A common custom with the ancient peoples (cf. Obadiah 11; Nahum 3:10; Thucydides History iii. 50). This made the captives absolute property of their masters. 

1. Boy. Since he would be of no immediate use, they exchanged him for a harlot, to satisfy their lust.

2. Girl. Too young for their purpose; or, after they satisfied their lust, they exchanged her for wine, to indulge in licentious revelry.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:3

And they have cast lots for my people - i.e., divided among themselves my people as their captives by lot. Compare as to the distribution of captives by lot (Obadiah 11, "Foreigners cast lots upon Jerusalem;" Nahum 3:10, "They cast lots for her [not Amon's] honorable men").

And have given a boy for a harlot - instead of paying a harlot for her prostitution in money, they gave her a Jewish captive boy as a slave.

And sold a girl for wine - so valueless did they regard a Jewish girl that they would sell her for a draught of wine. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Remember to the Jews we are talking about chapter four and not three.   Paul the Learner
4:1 For lo! In those days and in that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 

4:2 I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of [Jehoshaphat – Here understood as “The Lord contends;” contrast verse 12]. There I will contend with them over My very own people, Israel, which they scattered among the nations. For they divided My land among themselves 

4:3 And cast lots over My people; and they bartered a boy for a whore, and sold a girl for wine, which they drank.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Judgment upon Phoenicia 3:4-8
Joel 3:4

The prophet turns aside momentarily to address the nations who have been especially hostile toward the covenant people. 

(a) He singles out the special mistreatments, and promises the nations swift and righteous retribution for their crimes. Tyre ... Zidon (Sidon). The two principal cities of Phoenicia. 

(b) Originally Tyre was located on the mainland, but it was transferred, for safety's sake, to a neighboring rocky island. Territories of Philistia. 

(c) This district in southwest Palestine, covering an area about forty miles long and fifteen miles wide, was divided between the five chief cities. The Philistines were exceedingly hostile to the Israelites throughout their checkered history.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:4

Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon? - Ye have no connection with me (i.e., with my people: God identifying Himself with Israel: I - i.e., my people-have given you no cause of quarrel), why, then, do ye trouble me (i.e., my people)? Compare the same phrase, Joshua 22:24; Judges 11:12; 2 Samuel 16:10; Matthew 8:29.O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? – 

(Amos 1:6, 9, "For three transgressions of Gaze, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them up to Edom ... For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant").

If ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense upon your own head - if ye injure me (my people), in revenge for fancied wrongs (Ezek 25:15-17), I will requite you in your own coin swiftly and speedily.  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Joel 3:5

These nations treated the Lord with utter contempt.

1. They stole his silver and gold, 

2. Filled their temples with his precious things, 

3. And sold his children into slavery. 

4. My silver ... gold ... priceless possessions. These included the things taken from the houses of the rich as well as those taken from the Temple. In ancient times plundering always followed the conquest of a city (e.g., 1 Kings 14:26; 2 Kings 14:14). (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:5

Because ye have taken my silver and my gold - i.e., the gold and silver of my people. 

1. The Philistines and Arabians had carried off all the treasures of King Jehoram's house (2 Chronicles 21:16-17). 

2. Compare also 1 Kings 15:18; 2 Kings 12:18, for the spoiling of the treasures of the temple and the king's palace (first Asa's palace; then Jehoash's palace) in Judah by Syria. 

3. And have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things. It was customary among the pagan to hang up in the idol temples some of the spoils of war as presents to their gods.

                 (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Joel 3:6

A. The Greeks. Literally, Ionians, or Javan (cf. Genesis 10:2-4; Isaiah 66:19; Ezekiel 27:13, 19).

B. Post-Biblical literature frequently mentions the slave traffic of the Phoenicians (cf. Ezekiel 27:13; I Maccabees 3:41). 

C. However, Greek writers show that the Phoenicians and Greeks enjoyed commercial inter relationships at an early period. Far from their own border. 

D. Hence they had no hope of returning. 

E. This was a severe blow to the Jews, for they viewed a foreign country or nation as unclean.

                (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:6

(1) The children also of Judah ... and of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians - literally, sons of the Javanites, i.e., the Ionians, a Greek colony on the coast of Asia Minor, who were the first Greeks known to the Jews. 

(2) The Greeks themselves, however, in their original descent came from Javan (Genesis 10:2, 4, "The sons of Japheth ... Javan ... and the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands"). 

(3) Probably the germ of Greek civilization in part came through the Jewish slaves imported into Greece from Phoenicia by traffickers Ezekiel 27:13 mentions Javan and Tyre "as trading in the persons of men." 

 (Aristophanes 'The Birds,' 505-507) alludes (427 BC) to the Phoenician custom of sending circumcised (probably Jewish) slaves to labor in their harvest fields. Their proverbial jest was, 'Cuckoo! (I.e., it is harvest tune, as the cuckoo's note shows) ye circumcised to the field.' Compare 1 Maccabees 3:41; 2 Maccabees 8:34: and earlier, the little slave maiden who waited on Naaman's wife, 2 Kings 5:2. Far from their border - far from Judea; so that the captive Jews were cut off from all hope of return.

     (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

4:4 What is this you are doing to Me, O Tyre, Sidon, and all the districts of Philistia? Are you requiting Me for something I have done, or are you doing something for My benefit? Quick as a flash, I will pay your back; 

4:5 for you have taken My gold and My silver, and have carried off My precious treasures to your palaces; 

4:6 and you have sold the people of Judah and the people of Jerusalem to the Ionians, so that you have removed them far away from their land. 
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4:7 Behold, I will rouse them to leave the place you have sold them to, and I will pay you back: 

4:8 I will deliver your sons and daughters into the hands of the people of Judah, and they will sell them into captivity to a distant nation – for the Lord has spoken.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Joel 3:7-8

All that the enemies have done will be recompensed lex talionis (i.e., by the law of retaliation) them. The children of Judah and Jerusalem they will be aroused into activity and returned to their homeland; the blessings of the Lord will make them strong and powerful. The Jews in turn will be used of God to undo the Tyrians, Sidonians, and Philistines-sell them into slavery! Shebans a renowned trading race in Arabia. For the Lord hath spoken it. A common formula of asseveration in the OT (e.g., Isaiah 1:20; 22:25; Obadiah 18).   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:7

Behold, I will raise them - i.e., I will rouse them. Neither sea nor distance will prevent my bringing them back. 

Alexander, and his successors, restored to liberty many Jews in bondage in Greece (Josephus, xiii. 5; 'Bellum Judaicum,' iii. 9, 2).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Joel 3:8

And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans. 

(a) The Persian Artaxerxes Mnemon and Darius Ochus, and chiefly the Greek Alexander, reduced the Phoenician and Philistine powers. 

(b) Thirty thousand Tyrians, after the capture of Tyre by the last conqueror, and multitudes of Philistines on the taking of Gaze, were sold as slaves. 

(c) The Jews are here said to do that which the God of Judah does in vindication of their wrong-namely, sell the Phoenicians, who sold them, to a people "far off," as was Greece, where the Jews had been sold. 

(d) Retributive justice. The Sabeans at the most remote extremity of Arabia Felix are referred to (cf. Jeremiah 6:20, "from Sheba ... a far country;" Matthew 12:42, "The queen of the south (Sheba) ... came from the uttermost parts of the earth," etc.) 

(e) Three fathers of distinct races bore the name of Sheba; one a descendant of Ham, the other two of Shem. The Hamite Sheba was son of Raamah, son of Cush, and occupied probably the region on the Persian Gulf called Raamah. 

(f) The Shemite Sabeans were some descended from Sheba, the son of Joktan, and dwelt in the southwestern extremity of Arabia, still called 'Ard-es-Saba,' 'land of Saba,' and were famed for their riches: these are the Sabeans meant here. 

(g) The other Shemite Sabeans were descended from Abraham and Keturah, and dwelt in Arabia Desert, not far from Syria, which they often invaded. They are probably the marauders meant by Job under the name "Sabeans" (Job 1:15).

          (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Joel 3:11-21

11Hasten and come, all you nations round about, and assemble yourselves; there You, O Lord, will bring down Your mighty ones (Your warriors). 12 Let the nations bestir themselves and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there will I sit to judge all the nations round about. 13 Put in the sickle, for the [vintage] harvest is ripe; come, get down and tread the grapes, for the winepress is full; the vats overflow, for the wickedness [of the peoples] is great. [Mark 4:29; Revelation 14:15,18-20.] 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. [Zechariah 14:1-9.] 15 The sun and the moon are darkened and the stars withdraw their shining. 16 The Lord will thunder and roar from Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth shall shake; but the Lord will be a refuge for His people and a stronghold to the children of Israel. [Amos 9:11-15; Micah 4:1-3; 5:2; Zephaniah 3:13-20; Zechariah 6:12,13; 12:8,9.] 

17 So shall you know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. Then shall Jerusalem be holy, and strangers and foreigners [not born into the family of God] shall no more pass through it. 18 And in that day, the mountains shall drip with fresh juice [of the grape] and the hills shall flow with milk; and all the brooks and riverbeds of Judah shall flow with water, and a fountain shall come forth from the house of the Lord and shall water the Valley of Shittim. [Ezekiel 47:1-12; Amos 9:13; Zechariah 14:8.] 19 Egypt shall be a desolation and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness for their violence against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20 But Judah shall remain and be inhabited forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21 And I will cleanse and hold as innocent their blood and avenge it, blood, which I have not cleansed, held innocent, and avenged, for the Lord dwells in Zion. AMP
Joel 3:15
3:15 sun, moon and stars darkened. By declaring that on the day of Yahweh the heavens and all of its celestial bodies would be damped out, Isaiah had claimed that the glory of Yahweh would outshine and mask the brilliance of all other supposed gods (Isaiah 13:10; see also the language of Psalms 104:19-22, in which Yahweh controls the moon and sun). Since Assyria and Egypt both worshiped the sun god (Shamash and Amon respectively) as their primary deity, and the moon god Sin was of great importance in Babylonia, the prophet targets these gods and these arrogant enemy nations. Such portents of darkness, as in the Deir 'Alla inscription of Balaam, generally forecast a time of great disaster. 

      (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:18 hills flowing with milk. This parallel of wine with milk is unique. The well-known combination of milk and honey is one way to speak of the potential of the region to support a herding economy (see comment on Exodus 3:7-10). The word used for wine here refers to freshly squeezed and newly fermented fruit juice. Amos 9:13 also pictures it flowing from the hills, which is logical since vineyards were often planted on the slopes of hills. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:18 fountain flowing from temple. The association between ancient Near Eastern temples and spring waters is well attested. In fact, some temples in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Ugaritic myth of Baal were considered to have been founded upon springs (likened to the primeval waters), which sometimes flowed from the building itself. Thus the symbolic cosmic mountain (temple) stood upon the symbolic primeval waters (spring). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
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3:18 valley of acacias. Acacias typically grow in dry, wilderness conditions. The wadi that goes from the Valley of Kidron on the east side of Jerusalem to the Dead Sea is still characterized by its acacias, making that the logical choice. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
3:19 Egypt and Edom as oppressors. Both of these nations were prominent enemies of Israel in both ancient times and in the events surrounding the exile. Edom had become an Assyrian vassal state in the reign of Tiglath-Pileser III and continued under their rule until the death of Ashurbanipal a century later. It is likely that they submitted themselves to Nebuchadnezzar's rule in 605. Although some Judean refugees may have found shelter in Edom, they apparently remained passive as Jerusalem was destroyed (see Psalms 137:7 and Obadiah 11). Both countries are objects of judgment oracles in Jeremiah and Ezekiel.   (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

Again from the Jewish study we are in chapter 4 and not chapter 3.  Paul the Learner
4:16 See (Amos 1:2). The book of Amos follows Joel in the Masoretic order of the prophetic books within the Twelve, though not in that of the Septuagint (LXX). It is possible that, among other considerations, the presence of a phrase at the ending of Joel and the beginning of Amos influenced the position of Joel in the Masoretic order of the twelve. [Jewish Study Bible]
4:17: (Cf. Ezekiel 39:28) and passium; also (cf. Joel 2:27). Other prophetic texts suggest that the Temple would be open to certain foreigners (Isaiah 56:6-7).  [Jewish Study Bible]
4:18 (Cf. Amos 9:13). [Jewish Study Bible]
4:19: Edom is elsewhere condemned for joining in with the Babylonians at the destruction of the First Temple (see Obadiah 10-11). There is a tradition of late antiquity and medieval Jewish interpretation that associated Edom first with the Roman Empire and later with Christendom. [Jewish Study Bible]
4:21: The first section of this verse may be understood as:

(a) “I will avenge their blood, yet unavenged.”

(b) “I will avenge their blood, and I will not clear the guilty,”

(c) Or “through I cleanse their blood [shed], I will not cleanse.”

The final words of the book are a fitting conclusion given the centrality of Zion, which is mentioned seven times in this short book.  [Jewish Study Bible]

 Joel 3:9-15
"Nations, prepare for war!" (Joel 3:9-15) 

(1) This passage describes what is generally called "the battle of Armageddon," when the armies of the nations unite against the Lord and His Christ (Psalms 2:1-3) and gather to destroy Jerusalem (Joel 3:16; Zechariah 12:1-14:21). 

(2) Joel compares the battle to the harvesting of grain and grapes, when God will defeat the enemy as easily as a farmer wields a sickle or plucks grapes and crushes them to make wine (Joel 3:13).

(3) You will find a similar image in Revelation 14:14-20 when God reaps "the harvest of the earth" and "the vine of the earth" and crushes armies like clusters of grapes. 

(4) Frightening signs from the Lord will accompany this battle (Joel 3:15; see 2:10, 30, 31), signs that Jesus mentioned in His prophetic discourse on the Mount of Olives (Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:19-27; Luke 21:25-28). 
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(5) Jesus taught that these signs would prepare the way for His personal coming to earth when He will defeat Israel's enemies, cleanse His people, and establish His kingdom (Zechariah 12-14; Revelation 19:11 ff). 

(6) Joel 3:10 commands the nations to arm for battle, even to the point of turning farm tools into weapons, but Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3 describe a different scene: "they shall heat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks" (Isaiah 2:4). 

(7) But Isaiah and Micah are describing the future kingdom, when people will learn war no more and no longer need weapons, while Joel is describing the battle that ushers in that peaceful kingdom. 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)
World Judgment 3:9-17

Joel 3:9-11

Announce this among the nations. The prophet returns to the announcement broken off in verse 3. The nations are urged to equip themselves for conflict and assemble in the valley of Jehoshaphat. There they will muster at the command of the Lord, but they will be annihilated. Prepare (lit., sanctify) for war. 

Bring the sacrifices; perform the customary religious rites before doing battle. Arouse. Wake up the heroes, for this is not time for sleep. Muster ... come up. Technical military terms. 

10. Plowshares ... pruning hooks. The agricultural (peace) implements are to be turned into weapons of war. 

11. Hurry. On the double! The matter is to be settled speedily. Surrounding nations. Not merely the immediate neighbors but all Gentile nations.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:9

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles. The nations hostile to Israel are summoned by Yahweh to "come up" (this phrase is used because Jerusalem was on a hill) against Jerusalem, not that they may destroy it, but be destroyed by the Lord at it (Ezekiel 38:7-23, "Be thou (Gog) prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou and all thy company ... and I will call for a sword against him ... and I will plead against him," etc.; Zechariah 12:2-9 "I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege against Judah;" Zechariah 14:2-3).
Prepare war - literally, Sanctify war: because the pagan always began war with religious ceremonies. The very phrase used of Babylon's preparations against Jerusalem (Jeremiah 6:4, "Prepare (sanctify) ye war against her") is now used of the final foes of Jerusalem. As Babylon was then desired by God to advance against her for her destruction, so now all her foes, of which Babylon was the type, are desired to advance against her for their own destruction.

Joel 3:10

Beat your plowshares into swords. As the foes are desired to "beat their plowshares into swords, and their pruning-hooks into spears," that so they may perish in their unhallowed attack on Judah and Jerusalem; so these latter, and the nations converted to God by them, after the overthrow of the anti-Christian confederacy, shall, on the contrary, "beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks," when under Messiah's coming reign they "shall learn war no more" (Isaiah 2:4; Hosea 2:18; Micah 4:3).
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Joel 3:10
Let the weak say I am strong - so universal shall be the rage of Israel's foes for invading her, that even the weak among them will fancy themselves strong enough to join the invading forces. Age and infirmity were ordinarily made valid excuses for exemption from service; but so mad shall be the fury of the world against God's people, that even the feeble will not desire to be exempted (cf. Psalms 2:1-3).
        (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Joel 3:11

Assemble yourselves - 'Hasten' (Maurer).

Thither - to the valley of Jehoshaphat.

Cause thy mighty ones - the warriors who fancy themselves "mighty ones" (Joel 3:10), but who are on that very spot to be overthrown by Yahweh (Maurer). Compare "the mighty men" (Joel 3:9). 

Rather, Joel speaks of God's really "mighty ones" (His angels), in contrast to the self-called "mighty men" (Joel 3:9; Psalms 103:20; Isaiah 13:3: cf. Daniel 10:13, "The prince (evil angel) of the kingdom of Persia withstood me ... but, lo, Michael one of the chief princes, came to help me"). 

(Auberlen) remarks: One prophet supplements the other, for they all prophesied only "in part." What was obscure to one was revealed to the other: what is briefly described by one is more fully so by another.

(1) Daniel calls Antichrist a king, and dwells on his worldly conquests; 

(2) John looks more to his spiritual tyranny, for which reason he adds a second beast, wearing the semblance of spirituality. 

(3) Antichrist himself is described by Daniel. 
(4) Isaiah (Isaiah 29:1-8), Joel (Joel 3), and Zechariah (Zechariah 12; 13; and 14) describe his army of pagan followers coming up against Jerusalem, but not Antichrist himself.

                 (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

4:9 Proclaim this among the nations: prepare for battle! Arouse the warriors, let all the fighters come and draw near! 

4:10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears. Let even the weakling say, “I am strong.”

4:11 Rouse yourselves and come, all you nations; come together from roundabout. There bring down your warriors, O Lord! 

4:12 Let the nations rouse themselves and march up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit in judgment over all the nations roundabout. 

4:13 Swing the sickle, for the crop is ripe; come and tread, for the winepress is full, the vats are overflowing! For great is their wickedness.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
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Revelation 14:14-20

14 Again I looked, and behold, [I saw] a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud One resembling a Son of Man, with a crown of gold on His head and a sharp scythe (sickle) in His hand. [Daniel 7:13.] 15 And another angel came out of the temple sanctuary, calling with a mighty voice to Him Who was sitting upon the cloud, Put in Your scythe and reap, for the hour has arrived to gather the harvest, for the earth's crop is fully ripened. [Joel 3:13.] 16 So He Who was sitting upon the cloud swung His scythe (sickle) on the earth, and the earth's crop was harvested. 17 Then another angel came out of the temple [sanctuary] in heaven, and he also carried a sharp scythe (sickle). 

18 And another angel came forth from the altar, [the angel] who has authority and power over fire, and he called with a loud cry to him who had the sharp scythe (sickle), Put forth your scythe and reap the fruitage of the vine of the earth, for its grapes are entirely ripe. 19 So the angel swung his scythe on the earth and stripped the grapes and gathered the vintage from the vines of the earth and cast it into the huge winepress of God's indignation and wrath. 20 And [the grapes in] the winepress were trodden outside the city, and blood poured from the winepress, [reaching] as high as horses' bridles, for a distance of 1,600 stadia (about 200 miles). [Joel 3:13.] AMP
Joel 3:12-13

God's reply to the brief petition is that he will take care of his people. 

(A) Sit to judge. Not to listen to additional pleas but to pronounce sentence. 

(B) The judgment is depicted under a two-fold figure-the reaping of grain and the treading out of grapes (see also Revelation 14:15-16, 19-20). 
(C) Ripe they are so sinful that they are ready for judgment (cf. Amos 3). 
(D) Full An added picture of extreme sinfulness. 

(E) Vats are overflowing. The grapes of sin are so numerous and ripe that even before they are artificially crushed, the juice is pressed out by their weight. (Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:12

Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat - "wakened," in the opinion of (Abarbanel), hints at the awaking of the dead to judgment. The same word [yee`owruw (OT: 5782)] in Job 14:12 is applied to the awaking out of the death sleep. As previously (Joel 3:9) the pagan "mighty men" "woke up" (the same Hebrew) to wage war with God and His people, so now must they awake from the dead to receive their awful sentence from God the Judge (John 5:27-29; Matthew 25:31-32). See Joel 3:2.
For there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about - i.e., all the nations from all parts of the earth which have maltreated Israel; not merely, as (Henderson) supposes, the nations round about Jerusalem (cf. Psalms 110:6, "He shall judge among the pagan, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall would the heads over many countries;" Isaiah 2:4, "He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people;" Micah 4:3,11-13; Zephaniah 3:15-19; Zechariah 12:9; 14:3-11; Malachi 4:1-3).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

THE JUDGE SPEAKS:
Matt 11:20-24
20 Then He began to censure and reproach the cities in which most of His mighty works had been performed, because they did not repent [and their hearts were not changed]. 21 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
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THE JUDGE SPEAKS CONTINUED
For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented in sackcloth and ashes [and their hearts would have been changed]. 22 I tell you [further], it shall be more endurable for Tyre and Sidon on the Day of Judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, are you to be lifted up to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades [the region of the dead]! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have continued until today. 24 But I tell you, it shall be more endurable for the land of Sodom on the Day of Judgment than for you. AMP
Joel 3:13

Put you in the sickle; for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow: for their wickedness is great. 

(a) Direction to the ministers of vengeance to execute God's wrath, as the enemy's wickedness is come to its full maturity. 

(b) God does not cut off the wicked at once, but waits until their guilt is at its full (so as to the Amorites' iniquity, Genesis 15:16), to show forth His own long- suffering, and the justice of their doom who have so long abused it (Matthew 13:27-30, 38, 40, "As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire (at the harvest); so shall it be in the end of this world;" Revelation 14:15-19). 

(c) For the image of a harvest to be threshed, cf. Jeremiah 51:33; and a winepress of vengeance to be trodden by Christ at His second coming, Isaiah 63:3; Lamentations 1:15.

                   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Joel 3:14

The picture of judgment begins here. Multitudes, multitudes literally, tumults. That is, great multitudes. The repetition is for emphasis. Valley of decision. The judgment will be decisive! The nations are assembled because judgment is ready to burst forth.  (Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

3:14 Multitudes. Note the Figure of Speech here Epizeuxis, to express “great multitudes.” For more information on the figures of Speech see our study on Psalms chapter 7.   Paul the Learner
Joel 3:14

Multitudes, multitudes, [hªmoniym]. 

(a) The twice mention of the multitudes does not refer to the good and bad, for it is only the bad that are spoken of here; but crowds on crowds. 

(b) The Hebrew is akin in sound and meaning to our hum-the hum of a multitude. 

(c) The primary judgment here meant is not the final one of the living and the dead; but the final judgment on Antichrist and his followers. 

(d) The prophet in vision seeing the immense array of nations congregating, exclaims, "Multitudes, multitudes!" a Hebraism for immense multitudes. 

(e) In the valley of decision - i.e., the valley in which they are to meet their determined doom. 

(f) The same as "the valley of Jehoshaphat" - i.e., 'the valley of judgment' (note, Joel 3:2). Compare Joel 3:12, "there will I sit to judge," which confirms the English version rather than margin, 'threshing.' 

(g) The repetition of "valley of decision" heightens the effect, and pronounces the awful certainty of their doom.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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‘And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of Armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields all of them handling swords: 5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them…6 Gomer [Germany], and all his bands; the house of Togarmah [Turkey] of the north quarters…’ 

   Ezekiel 38:4-6

Joel 3:15

The sun and the moon shall be darkened - (notes, Joel 2:10, 31).

     (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

‘Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.’ 2 Peter 3:3, 4 We live in an age of knowledge, mankind has been to the moon, and they have a space station in orbit around the earth, they can see something happening any where in the world in our day, we are living in the age of computers and also in the day when mankind thinks that he is above any god. How foolish, even though God doesn’t manifest Himself in judgment in our earth, there will come a time of such judgment that our hurricanes and earthquakes will seem mild in comparison to what we read about in the book of Revelation, think of it when one third of the world’s population dies suddenly and the judgments of an angry God comes one after another without any mercy shown. Now is the time of mercy, repent and turn to the living God while you can. See Acts 2:38 for the answer.   Paul the Learner 
Joel 3:15-16

This darkness, symbolical of judgment, as at the crucifixion, could mean that before the great light of God, the lesser lights withdraw. But the reference is more probably to the terror of the wrath of God (see Joel 2:10, 31; Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7; Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:24). The Lord ... shall roar. The verb describes the anger of the lion as he springs upon his prey. Under the figure of an angry lion (cf. Amos 1:2; Jeremiah 25:30), the Lord is represented as ready to leap upon the nations. 

Utter his voice. The appearance of God is frequently described in the OT under the imagery of a thunderstorm. Zion ... Jerusalem. The Temple on Mount Zion in Jerusalem is the earthly habitation of the Lord, the base of his operation. The fact that God does not leave the Temple is a favorable sign to his people. The heavens and earth will tremble. A severe earthquake will accompany the storm.

      (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:16

The Lord also shall roar out of Zion - (cf. Ezekiel 38:18-22). The victories of the Jews over their cruel foe, Antiochus, under the Maccabees, may be a reference of this prophecy; but the ultimate reference is to the last Antichrist, of whom Antiochus was the type. Jerusalem being the central seat of the theocracy (Psalms 132:13), it is from thence that Yahweh discomfits the foe.

Roar - as a lion (Jeremiah 25:30; Amos 1:2; 3:8). Compare as to Yahweh's voice thundering, Psalms 18:13, Habakkuk 3:10-11.

But the Lord will be the hope of his people - or, their refuge, as the same Hebrew [machªceh (OT: 4268)] is translated (Psalms 46:1, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble").

     (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Joel 3:17

The present crisis, i.e., the destruction of the nations and the deliverance of Israel, will teach the people of Israel that the Lord is their God. They will now recognize him as supreme (Joel 2:27; cf. Hosea 2:8; Ezekiel 28:23). Jerusalem shall be holy. Set apart, consecrated entirely to God. Strangers. Aliens, citizens of foreign countries, who have no interest in or love for the things precious to the redeemed Jews (cf. Hosea 7:9; Jeremiah 30:8).  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Remember when these commentaries were written:

1. Israel was a scattered people throughout the earth.

2. The commentators believed that the Lord would come back and restore Israel and thus fulfill Ezekiel 40-48.

3. Well Israel did come back to there land and in 1948 the nation was established and had to fight for its survival against its neighbors and they won.

4. The nation as a whole had come out of the destruction of one third of the Jewish population being destroyed by Hitler in Germany and God not stopping it.

5. They even had a trial and God was found guilty of allowing this mass destruction of His people.

6. The nation doesn’t believe in any false gods, they still believe in the one and only God.
7. They have suffered persecution from so called Christians and from the world at large and so they don’t know what to do about it. Some pray and some just play and see what will happen.
                 Paul the Learner

Joel 3:17

So shall ye know - experimentally by the proofs of favors, which I shall vouchsafe to you. So "know" (Isaiah 60:16, "Thou shall know that I the Lord am thy Savior and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob;" Hosea 2:20).

That I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion - as peculiarly your God.

My holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her anymore - to attack or to defile the holy city (Isaiah 35:8, "The unclean shall not pass over it;" Isaiah 52:1, 
"Awake! Awake! Put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean;" Zechariah 14:21, "There shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts". 

Strangers, or Gentiles, shall come to Jerusalem, but it shall be in order "to worship" "the King, Yahweh of hosts," there (Zechariah 14:16). (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

4:14 Multitudes upon multitudes in the Valley of Decision! For the day of the Lord is at hand in the Valley of Decision. 

4:15 Sun and moon are darkened, and stars withdraw their brightness. 

4:16 And the Lord will roar from Zion, and shout aloud from Jerusalem, so that heaven and earth tremble. But the Lord will be a shelter to His people, a refuge to the children of Israel. 

4:17 And you shall know that I am the Lord your God dwell in Zion, My holy mount. And Jerusalem shall be holy; nevermore shall strangers pass through it. Tanakh Hebrew Text

Revelation 7:2-8       The remnant of Israel
2 Then I saw a second angel coming up from the east (the rising of the sun) and carrying the seal of the living God. And with a loud voice he called out to the four angels who had been given authority and power to injure earth and sea, 3 Saying, Harm neither the earth nor the sea nor the trees, until we have sealed the bond servants of our God upon their foreheads. [Ezekiel 9:4.] 4 And [then] I heard how many were sealed (marked) out of every tribe of the sons of Israel: there were 144,000. 5 Twelve thousand were sealed (marked) out of the tribe of Judah, 12,000 of the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 of the tribe of Gad, 6 Twelve thousand of the tribe of Asher, 12,000 of the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 of the tribe of Manasseh, 7 Twelve thousand of the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 of the tribe of Levi, 12,000 of the tribe of Issachar, 8 Twelve thousand of the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 of the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 of the tribe of Benjamin. AMP
‘I say then, hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.’ Romans 11:1, 5 God has elected to save a remnant of the nation of Israel and so will protect them against the wrath of the Beast see Revelation 12:16, 17. So we find that there will be a judgment against believers who have missed the rapture of the church see Revelation 3:10. And so these believers will have to pay the ultimate price with their lives as God said in Revelation 6:11. Do we know all the answers, I think not, we just guess and hope that in the end we will be right. See our study on the book of Revelation at www.lakesideministries.com in the first section on unedited works.

  Paul the Learner
Joel 3:16

2. "Nations, prepare for defeat!" (Joel 3:16) The name "Armageddon" is found only in Revelation 16:16, referring to the Plain of Esdraelon where many major battles were fought in Old Testament times. Revelation 16:13-16 informs us that Satan, through his demonic powers, gathers the armies of the nations to fight against God at Jerusalem. But the invasion will fail, because Jesus will return in power and slaughter the enemy, turning the whole "battle" into a supper of flesh for the scavengers of the earth (19:17-19). Like a fierce lion, God will "roar out of Zion" and conquer the enemy (see Amos 1:2; Hosea 11:10-11). When the Lamb becomes a Lion, the nations had better tremble (Revelation 5:5). The lost nations of the earth will perish when He utters His voice in judgment, but to His own people the Lord will be a refuge and a stronghold. "Come, My people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation is past. For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity" (Isaiah 26:20-21, NKJV). 

A Jewish proverb says, "No misfortune avoids a Jew." No people have suffered more at the hands of their fellow men than have the Jews. 

1. Pharaoh tried to drown the Jews, but instead, his own army was drowned by God (Exodus 14-15).

2. Balaam tried to curse the Jews, but God turned the curse into a blessing (Numbers 22:25; Deuteronomy 23:5; Nehemiah 13:2). 

3. The Assyrians and Babylonians captured the Jews and put them in exile, but both of those great kingdoms are no more, while the Jews are still with us. 

4. Haman tried to exterminate the Jews, but he and his sons ended up hanging on the gallows (the Book of Esther). 

5. Nebuchadnezzar put three Jews into a fiery furnace, only to discover that their God was with them and was able to deliver them (Daniel 3).
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SECTION TWO
Joel 3:16
My friend, the late Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, gifted missionary to his own people, used to say. "We Jews are waterproof and fireproof: God has blessed us so that nobody can successfully curse us, and we shall be here long after our enemies have perished." God knows what the nations have done to the Jews, and He will one day settle accounts. Meanwhile, believers most pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Psalms 122:6) and lovingly witness to them in word and deed that Jesus is indeed their Messiah and Lord. 

        (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
The Blessings Following the Judgment 3:18-21
After the judgment upon the nations, Judah, under the care and protective hand of the Lord, will enjoy the fullness of divine blessing. The seat of the former world powers will become a barren waste, but in Judah there will be fertility and peace.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

17 Verse

[So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God] The 5th and last section of the prophecy of Joel (Joel 3:17-21, unfulfilled; will be fulfilled at the second coming of Christ and the day of the Lord, which lasts throughout the Millennium).

Twelve Predictions — Unfulfilled:

1.
You will know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain (Joel 3:17; Ezekiel 48:30-35).

2.
Then (when the Lord personally and visibly dwells in Zion among men) Jerusalem will be holy (Joel 3:17; Zechariah 14:16-21).

3.
There shall no strangers pass through her anymore (Joel 3:17).

4.
In that day the mountains will drop down new wine (Joel 3:18)

5.
The hills will flow with milk.

6.
All the rivers of Judah will flow with waters.

7.
A fountain will come forth of the house of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim (Joel 3:18; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Zechariah 14:8).

8.
Egypt will be a desolation (Joel 3:19).

9.
Edom will be a desolate wilderness.

10.
Judah will dwell forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation (Joel 3:20).

11.
I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed (Joel 3:21).

12.
The Lord will dwell in Zion.

(From Dake Annotated Reference Bible © 2007 by Dake Publishing. All rights reserved in U.S.A. and Other Countries.)
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Joel 3:18

In the day. 

(A) The beginning of the Messianic Age-the Day of Judgment upon God's enemies and of deliverance for the Jews. 

(B) A hyperbolical picture of extreme fertility now follows. 

(C) The territory of Judah was covered with limestone rocks, and the soil yielded only a meager subsistence in return for the most arduous toil. 

(D) But in this new age the fertility is pictured in terms of the mountains and hills themselves shooting forth wine and milk. 

(E) Canaan is called "a land flows with milk and honey" (Exodus 3:8). 

(F) Water was rationed out sparingly in Judah. Most of the brooks dried up entirely during the dry seas

(G) In the new age there will be no more droughts. Water will be plentiful for man and beast. 

(H) A fountain ... from the house of the Lord. A fountain shall come forth from Jerusalem, or from the Temple of the Lord (Ezekiel 47:1-12; Zechariah 14:8). 

(I) Valley of Shittim. Literally, valley of Acacias-a dry and thirsty place. This was the name of the last encampment of the Israelites before they entered Canaan (Numbers 25:1; Joshua 3:1).

(J) Ezekiel pictures the water flowing eastward across the Jordan. (Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:18

The mountains shall drop down new wine - figurative for abundance of vines, which were cultivated in terraces of earth between the rocks on the sides of the hills of Palestine (Amos 9:13, "The mountains," instead of mist or vapor, shall distill that which maketh glad the heart of man, new wine, Psalms 104:15). 

And the hills shall flow with milk - i.e., they shall abound in flocks and herds yielding milk plentifully, through the richness of the pastures. 

And all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters - the great desideratum for fertility in the parched East (Isaiah 30:25).

And a fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim - the blessings, temporal and spiritual, issuing from Yahweh's house at Jerusalem, shall extend even to Shittim, on the border between Moab and Israel, beyond Jordan (Numbers 25:1; 33:49; Joshua 2:1; Micah 6:5). Shittim means acacias, which grow only in arid regions, implying that even the arid desert shall be fertilized by the blessing from Jerusalem. 

So Ezekiel 47:1-12 describes the waters issuing from the threshold of the house as flowing into the Dead Sea, and purifying it. 

Also in Zechariah 14:8 ("Living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be") the waters flow on one side into the Mediterranean, on the other side into the Dead Sea, near which latter Shittim was situated (cf. Psalms 46:4, "There is a river the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God." So in the final heavenly Jerusalem, Revelation 22:1). 
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Joel 3:18







The fact in nature, which suggested the image, was that there was a fountain under the temple, which carried off the blood of the sacrifices; and carrying it off, was intermingled with that blood, the image of the all-atoning blood of Christ. 

Zechariah adds to Joel's image the idea of the perennial permanence of the life-giving, stream, "in summer and in winter shall it be" (Zechariah 14:8). 

Ezekiel adds the ideas of the gradual increase of the waters of life, their exceeding depth, the healing of all, which could be healed, and the abiding desolation wherever the waters did not reach (Pusey).     (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
3. After That Day: Blessing Poured Out (Joel 3:17-21)

Everything will change when the King comes back and begins His reign! Joel promises a holy city, a restored land, a cleansed people, and a glorious King. 

A holy city (Joel 3:17). When Solomon dedicated the temple, the glory of the Lord came down and filled the building (1 Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chronicles 5:11-14). Mount Zion, on which Jerusalem was built and the temple stood, was a very special place to the Jews because it was the place God chose for His own dwelling (Psalms 48; 87; 132:13). When the Babylonians destroyed the temple, the Jews prayed for the time when their temple would he restored and God's glory would return. "For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, and have it in possession" (48; 87; 69:35).

Today, the Jewish people have no temple on Mount Zion; instead, a mosque stands there. But God promises that He will restore Zion and dwell there in all His glory. "For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the Garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody" (Isaiah 51:3). The prophets anticipate that great day when "sorrow and mourning shall flee away" (v. 11) and God will once again dwell with His people (see Isaiah 12; 33:20-24; 35; 52; Jeremiah 31:1; Micah 4:1; Zechariah 1:1).

Jerusalem is called "the Holy City" at least eight times in Scripture (Nehemiah 11:1,18; Isaiah 48:2 and 52:1; Daniel 9:24; Matthew 4:5 and 27:53; Revelation 11:2), and we will call it "the Holy City" today. Like every other city in this world, Jerusalem is inhabited by sinners who do sinful things. But the day will come when Jerusalem shall be cleansed (Zechariah 13:1) and truly become a holy city dedicated to the Lord (Isaiah 4).  (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
Joel 3:19

While Judah is prospering, the curse of desolation (cf. Joel 2:3) will fall upon Edom and Egypt because of the crimes they have committed against the Israelites. Egypt. The old oppressor. Edom. The constant thorn in the side of Israel, who triumphed over and benefited by Israel's calamities (Psalms 137:7; Lamentations 4:22; Ezekiel 25:12; 35:15; 36:5; Obadiah 10-14). This violence consisted not only of the shedding of Jewish blood during war, but also of the unprovoked massacre of peaceful Jews living in these lands (Amos 1:11; Obadiah 10).   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

JOEL CHAPTER THREE
Joel 3:19

Egypt shall be a desolation and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness. 

(1) "Edom" was subjugated by David, but revolted under Jehoram (2 Chronicles 21:8-10), and at every subsequent opportunity tried to injure Judah. 

(2) "Egypt" under Shishak spoiled Jerusalem under Jehoram (2 Chronicles 13:2-10) of the treasures in the temple and the king's house. 

(3) Subsequently to the captivity it inflicted, under the Ptolemies, various injuries on Judea.

(4) Antiochus spoiled Egypt (Daniel 11:40-43). 

(5) Edom was made "desolate" under the Maccabees (Josephus, xii. 11, 12). 

(6) The low condition of the two countries for centuries proves the truth of the prediction (cf. Isaiah 19:1, etc.; Jeremiah 49:17; Obadiah 10). 

(7) So shall fare, at the Lord's second coming, all the foes of Israel, typified by these two, (Isaiah 63:1, etc.)   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Joel 3:20

Whereas the surrounding nations shall become desolate, Judah and Jerusalem shall flourish forever. Endure. (AV, abide). Literally, sit-poetical expression for continual habitation and prosperity. For ever (Hebrew 'olam). An endless period synonymous with from generation to generation. Neither the Romans nor the Turks quite reduced the little country of Judah to desolation. Today the Israelis are rebuilding her cities, rejuvenating her land, and restoring her ancient glory!

        (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Joel 3:20

But Judah shall dwell forever - (Amos 9:15, "I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord God") i.e., be established as a flourishing state.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

3:21 cleanse…cleansed = clear…cleared. This could be done only by avenging it; for God will “by no means clear the guilty” (Exodus 34:7); Numbers 14:18); and Egypt, Edom &c., were guilty (v. 19), and are not to be “cleansed,” but punished for shedding Judah’s blood. The Hebrew word makah is not used of cleansing, naturally or ceremonially. Not the same word as found in Isaiah 4:4.  

    The Companion Bible

Joel 3:21

I will avenge (RSV; cleanse, AV). The judgment upon the nations will be decisive proof of their guilt and of the innocence of the Jewish victims. I am He Who dwells in Zion. A reiteration of the greatest of all the promises. With the execution of judgment, the Lord will establish himself forever in Zion. Never again will he forsake his people so that they become a byword among their foes. In the Book of Joel is portrayed Israel's passage from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. The bright promise of the closing verses parallels the glorious ending of Matthew's Gospel!  (Wycliffe Bible Comm.)

Joel 3:21

For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed - I will purge away from Judah the extreme guilt (represented by "blood," the shedding of which was the climax of her sin, Isaiah 1:15), which was for long not "purged" away but visited with judgment (Isaiah 4:4). 
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Joel 3:21
Messiah saves from guilt, in order to save from punishment (Matthew 1:21). For the Lord dwelleth in Zion. See the note at Joel 3:17.  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

A restored land (Joel 3:18-19). Over the centuries, the land of Israel had been ravaged by war, famines, droughts, and the invasions of marauding insects such as Joel wrote about in the first chapter of his book, but there is coming a day when the land will be like the Garden of Eden for beauty and fruitfulness. "He will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord" (Isaiah 51:3, NIV). In the first chapter of Joel's prophecy, the people were wailing because they had no food, but that will not happen when God restores His people and their land. It will not only he a "land of milk and honey." but it will have plenty of wine and water as well. The land of Israel has always depended on the early and latter rains for water, but God will give them fountains and a river to water the land.

Jerusalem is the only city of antiquity that wasn't built near a great river. Rome had the Tiber; Nineveh was built near the Tigris and Babylon on the Euphrates; and the great Egyptian cities were built near the Nile. But in the kingdom, Jerusalem will have a river that proceeds from the temple of God. "On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea [the Dead Sea] and half to the western sea [the Mediterranean], in summer and in winter" (Zechariah 14:8, NIV). You find this river and its special blessings described in Ezekiel 47. In contrast to the land of Israel, the lands of their enemies, Egypt and Edom, will be desolate as a punishment for the way they treated the Jewish people. This means that Egypt and Edom will have to depend on Israel for the basic things of life, such as food and water.   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Remarks:

(1) Before the second advent of Messiah there shall be one last desperate effort made by Satan Antichrist, and their dupes, against the Lord and His people. The powers of the world shall be arrayed against their Maker and Divine King in open hostility. It shall be the closing scene of man's apostasy. As Baal's worshippers were gathered by Jehu, without one being missing, for the glorification of Baal, as they thought, but really for their own destruction, so "all the pagan" (Joel 3:11), that is, all who belong not really to Christ shall assemble themselves, "the mighty men" and the "weak" alike (Joel 3:9), for the destruction of God's people and the glorification of Antichrist, as they shall think, but really for their own destruction.

(2) How short-sighted and infatuated are the ungodly, with all their fancied wisdom! Their own blind passion shall urge them headlong to the valley of the judgment of Yahweh, as the "valley of Jehoshaphat" means. The Lord shall there vindicate the cause of his oppressed people on all their oppressors (Joel 3:1-2). He regards His people's wrongs in the same light as if they were done to Himself. His people are "His heritage." Therefore, God will recompense (Joel 3:4) their enemies in kind, for every act of injury and robbery committed against them (Joel 3:3-8).

(3) Tyre, Sidon, Philistia, Egypt, and Edom, are types of the various foes of Israel and the Church in all ages, especially in the last age. They "sanctify war" (Joel 3:9) - that is, proclaim, as it were, a holy war against the saints. They profess to be doing God service when they persecute the people of God (John 16:2). Almost every persecution of the Church has been carried on ostensibly in the name of God. Even Antichrist, the last and worst persecutor, shall pretend that his cause is God's cause, for "he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God" (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 
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Tyre and Sidon represent the mercantile peoples, whose god is self and mammon, and who, when their selfish and worldly interests seem to be at all endangered by the cause of God, do not scruple to oppose it and His people, and even to make a gain of their sufferings. Egypt, the powerful oppressor of Israel, represents the proud and haughty enemies of the Israel of God, whom God shall "break in pieces" hereafter, as He did "Rahab" of old (Psalms 89:10, margin; Isaiah 51:9-10). Edom represents those who, though naturally allied to God's people, as Esau was to Israel, yet hate true religion, and instead of fraternal sympathy in the times of affliction, evince a malicious pleasure in the calamities of the elect.

(4) God will recompense those (Joel 3:19) various classes of enemies according to their evil deserts. "Egypt shall be desolation and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness." Nothing seemed more improbable than such an event at the time when Joel wrote. Egypt's power dated at least seven centuries before them, to about 1520 BC, according to their 'continuous monumental history' (Sir G. Wilkinson's 'Egypt,' quoted in Rawlinson's. 'Herodotus,' ii. 393). Their empire rivaled Assyria at the time. Their system of canals and irrigation was on a vast scale, the artificial Lake Moeris on the southwest bank of the Nile, enclosing within masonry sixty-four square miles of the superfluous waters of the Nile, and supplying water for the irrigation of 1,724 square miles during six months of the year. This stupendous work was completed by Ammenemhes about 1673 BC, so that in the time of Joel, for a thousand years, art and nature had been combining to produce an internal prosperity in Egypt seldom equaled. The soil generally yielded three harvests in the year. It was, according to Diodorus (i. 31) the most densely populated country in the world. How unlikely, then it seemed that such a country should become "a desolation!" Yet such it has become: and such shall be the doom of all the present and coming anti-Christian antitypes to Egypt and Edom. God's mighty ones shall come down and utterly destroy Antichrist's mighty men (cf. Joel 3:9 with Joel 3:11). For no word of the Lord shall fail: all shall be accomplished.

(5) So utterly has Edom become "a desolate wilderness" that no remains of it were known until, within the last half century, the rock-dwellings of its capital, Petra, once the central emporium of the caravan trade, were discovered. Truly has it been written, "They that hate the righteous shall be desolate" (Psalms 34:21).

(6) As the anti-Christian enemies are given up to their own infatuation, so as to "beat their plowshares into swords, and their pruning-hooks into spears" (Joel 3:10) for war with the people of God; so, on the contrary, after their consequent excision, Israel and the nations of the whole world converted by her, "shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks," under the coming reign of the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 2:4). Happy time, for which the whole world, travailing in pain, sigheth, waits for the time when the creature shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God! (Romans 8:21.)

(7) Meanwhile the ordeal of the times of Antichrist must first be endured, as all the prophets have foretold. Daniel describes his worldly conquests; the Revelation of John, his spiritual tyranny, and the spiritual guise, which he assumes as the second beast, with "the horns of a lamb," but the speech of "the dragon" (Revelation 13:11). Paul (2 Thessalonians 2) describes in full the blasphemy of his pretensions, and the awful success, which shall attend his efforts to deceive those who "receive not the love of the truth, that they may be saved."  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

A cleansed people (Joel 3:20-21 a). What good would it be to have a restored land if it were populated with a sinful people? God's people must be cleansed before they can enter into the promised kingdom. 
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God promises to cleanse His people of their sins, forgive them, and restore them to Himself. 'In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness" (Zechariah 1:11). The prophet Ezekiel describes this cleansing: "For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them" (Ezekiel 36:24-27, NKJV).

(1) Under Old Testament Law, the Jews could cleanse that which was defiled by using water, fire, or blood. 

(2) The priests were washed with water and sprinkled with blood when they were installed in office (Leviticus 8-9), and the healed lepers were likewise washed with water and sprinkled with blood (Leviticus 14). 

(3) The priests had to wash their hands and feet and keep ceremonially clean as they served in the tabernacle (Exodus 30:17-21). 

(4) If anything became defiled, it had to be purified with "the water of sprinkling" (Numbers 19).

(5) Zechariah used this Old Testament truth to teach about the permanent internal cleansing that would come when the people saw their Messiah and trusted Him (Zechariah 12:10). They would experience a new birth and become a new people for the Lord. 

A glorious King (Joel 3:21 b). What a wonderful way to close a book: 

(a) "The Lord dwells in Zion!" (NIV) 

(b) The Prophet Ezekiel watched as the glory of God departed from the temple that was about to be destroyed (Ezekiel 8:4; 9:3; 10:4,18; 11:23), 

(c) And then he saw that glory return to the new temple in the restored nation (43:1-5). 

(d) He saw a New Jerusalem that had been given a new name: "Jehovah Shammah — the Lord is there" (48:30-35). 

(e) The prophecy of Joel begins with tragedy, the invasion of the locusts, but it closes with triumph, the reign of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration the future kingdom, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging [ruling over] the twelve tribes of Israel" (Matthew 19:28, NKJV).

May we never lose the wonder of His glorious kingdom!

"The kingdom of this word has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever" (Revelation 11:15, NIV).

"Thy kingdom come!" (Matthew 6:10)

"Even so, come. Lord Jesus!" (Revelation 22:20)

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)
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4:18 And in that day, the mountains shall drip with wine, the hills shall flow with milk, and all the watercourses of Judah shall flow with water; a spring shall issue from the House of the Lord and shall water the Wadi of the Acacias. 

4:19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom a desolate waste, because of the outrage to the people of Judah, in whose land they shed the blood of the innocent. 

4:20 But Judah shall be inhabited forever, and Jerusalem throughout the ages. 

4:21 Thus [I will treat as innocent their blood which I have not treated as innocent; - “their unavenged blood shall be avenged.”] and the Lord shall dwell in Zion. Tanakh Hebrew Text

Note: Now you see the two examples of what the future holds:

1. To the Jews they look for vengeance and restoration of their nation.

2. To the Church we look of restoration not only of the nation of Israel [144,000 Revelation 7, 14] but also the cleaning of the world from the effects of sin and the restoration of all things unto the glory of God through Jesus Christ our soon coming king.

                 Paul the Learner
THUS ENDS THE BOOK OF JOEL FOR THE TIME BEING
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