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Hosea 8:1-6

1 SET THE trumpet to your lips! [The enemy] comes as a [great] vulture against the house of the Lord, because they have broken My covenant and transgressed against My law. 2 Then they will cry to Me, My God, we [of Israel] know You! 3 Israel has rejected the good [with loathing]; the enemy shall pursue him. 4 They set up kings, but not from Me [therefore without My blessing]; they have made princes or removed them [without consulting Me; therefore], I knew and recognized [them] not. With their silver and their gold they made idols for themselves, that they [the silver and the gold] may be destroyed. 5 Your calf [idol], O Samaria, is loathsome and I have spurned it. My wrath burns against them. How long will it be before they attain purity? 6 For this [calf] too is from Israel; a craftsman made it; therefore it is not God. The calf of Samaria shall be broken to shivers and go up in flames. AMP
Continued Indictment

8:1 trumpet signals. As in Hosea 5:8, the sounding of the trumpet or ram's horn is a signal of approaching danger. This would have set the people in motion, driving their animals into the protection of city walls (see Amos 3:6). For more information concerning trumpet signals see comments on Num 31:6 and Josh 6:4-5. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
8:1 eagle (vulture). Hosea employs an image of a bird of prey swooping down on its victim. It seems most likely that he is referring to Assyria, once again being used as a tool of God's wrath. The hunting eagle or vulture would have been a familiar sight, and they were often used in Near Eastern epic and myth (as in the Ugaritic Tale of Aqhat and the Akkadian myth of Etana; see comment on Deuteronomy 32:11). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
8:5-6-calf idol. There is ample evidence of the association of Baal worship with bovine cult images or pictures of bulls (such as the zoomorphic depiction from Tell el-Asch'ari). See the comments on 1 Kings 12:28-30 for a full discussion of King Jeroboam's attempts to create his own shrines at Dan and Bethel as rivals to Jerusalem, with golden calves serving as representations of God's throne. Hosea now condemns the golden calves placed in these shrines as a source of false worship and a reflection of the syncretism of Baal and Yahweh worship in Israel. By Hosea's time only Bethel remained, since Tiglath-Pileser III had conquered Dan in 733 and presumably destroyed the shrine there. (IVP Commentary)
8:6 calf of Samaria. The use of Samaria instead of Bethel as the site of the calf is a euphemism for all of Israel (see Hosea 10:5). It was common practice in the Assyrian Annals to refer to an entire province by listing the name of its capital city (see 2 Kings 23:19). 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)
8:1-14 On Israel’s unfaithfulness to the Lord.

8:1 Traditional Jewish interpreters associated the eagle with Nebuchadnezzar (cf. Ezekiel 17), who destroyed the Temple in (586 BCE); this association implies an identification of the house of the Lord with the Temple in Jerusalem. The House of the Lord: The reference to the legitimate house of the Lord was most likely understood as pointing at the Temple in Jerusalem by the Judahite readership of the book of Hosea. For them, therefore, Israel in (verse 3) must carry two meanings: Israel in the sense of the Northern Kingdom and Israel as the people in a covenantal relationship with the Lord, which includes both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms, as well as the intended readership of the book (later Jews). My teaching (Hebrew “torah”) here and in (8:12) was later understood by many Jewish readers as “My Torah” (i.e. a reference to the traditional Jewish Torah.).         [Jewish Study Bible]
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8:4-6 The mention of illegitimate kings may point to the rapid succession of kings in the last twenty-five years of the Northern Kingdom (see 1:4), but in the light of (3:5) may well point to all northern kings, from Jeroboam 1st on, who from a Judahite perspective were illegitimate. The reference to the images (i.e. idols) and the calf (a young bull, usual representation of strength and fertility) seem to reinforce the latter interpretation (see 1 Kings 12:25-33).
[Jewish Study Bible]

Hosea 8:1-6

The eagle (Hosea 8:1-6). "The house of the Lord" refers to the nation of Israel, for the people were God's dwelling-place (9:15; Exodus 15:17; Numbers 12:7). The Assyrian eagle was about to swoop down and destroy God's house because the nation was given over to idolatry, and the leaders were not seeking God's will in their decisions. They made kings and removed kings to satisfy their own desires, and they manufactured gods (especially the golden calves at Bethel and Dan) that could not help them.  

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)
Hosea 8:1

Set the trumpet to thy mouth. Literally, to thy palate the cornet. The prophet is bidden to warn of the approaching for. The Assyrian would come as an eagle. Hebrew nesher, the carrion eating vulture. The bird of prey is an appropriate symbol of Assyria, which sought to control all of western Asia through a policy of unparalleled cruelty. The foe is described as coming against the house of the Lord, i.e., Israel. Israel is thus affectionately designated. Compare, "My servant Moses ... who is faithful in all mine house" (Num 12:7). Although the Northern Kingdom (Israel) had separated itself from Judah, the two together were still reckoned as God's house.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Hosea 8:1

(a) In Hosea 8:14 Judah is said to multiply fenced cities; 

(b) And in Hosea 8:7-9, Israel, to its great hurt, is said to have gone up to Assyria for help. 

(c) This answers best to the reign of Menahem. 

(d) For it was then that Uzziah of Judah, his contemporary, built fenced cities (2 Chron 26:6, 9-10).
(e) Then also Israel turned to Assyria, and had to pay for their sinful folly a thousand talents of silver (2 Kings 15:19). (Maurer.)

Set the trumpet to thy mouth - to give warning of the approach of the enemy: the Hebrew is literally, 'to thy palate - (i.e., mouth, Job 31:30, margin) the trumpet;' the abruptness of expression indicates the suddenness of the attack. So Hos 5:8. As an eagle - the Assyrian Shalmaneser, the conqueror and captor of the ten tribes; and the Babylonian Nebuchadrezzar: the conqueror and captor of Judah (Deut 28:49; Jer 48:40; Hab 1:8). Against the house of the Lord - not the temple, but Israel, viewed as the family of God - (Hos 9:15, "I will drive them out of mine house" - i.e., my land or heritage, the Holy Land; Num 12:7, "My servant Moses is faithful in all mine house;" Zech 9:8; Heb 3:2; 1 Tim 3:15; 1 Peter 4:17). 

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Hosea 8:2-3

In their distress, Israel would cry, My God, we know thee. The word order is: My God, we, Israel, know thee. In time of affliction Israel would stress the fact that she had known the Lord. In times of prosperity she had been content to forget. 
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8:3 Israel hatch cast off (spurned, RSV) ... the good. God, who had been good to Israel through the years of her history, had been rejected, with the result that Israel would have to face the evil of her foes without his aid.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 8:2

Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know thee - the singular, "my," is used distributive, each one so addressing God. They, in them hour of need, plead their knowledge of God as the covenant-people, while in their acts they knew Him not (cf. Matt 7:21-22; Titus 1:16; also Isa 29:13, "This people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from me;" Jer 7:4). The Hebrew joins "Israel," not as the English version, with "shall cry," but 'We, Israel, know thee:' God denies the claim thus urged on the ground of their descent from Israel.

       (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

‘And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.’  Matthew 3:9  Jesus Christ said.

Hosea 8:3

Israel. God repeats the name in opposition to their use of it (Hos 8:2).
Hath cast off the thing that is good. (Jerome) translates, 'God' who is good, and is always doing good (Ps 119:68). He is the chief object rejected, but with Him also all that is good.

The enemy shall pursue him - in just retribution from God. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Comm.)

8:1 [Put] a ram’s horn to your mouth – like an eagle over the House of the Lord (“Israel”); because they have transgressed My covenant and been faithless to My teaching. 2 Israel cries out to Me, “O my God, we are devoted to You.” 3 Israel rejects what is good; [an enemy shall pursue him “They pursue delusion.”].  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Israel's Idolatry and Wicked Alliances. 8:4-14.

Hosea 8:4

They have set up kings, but not by me - not with my sanction (1 Kings 12:31; 11:20). Israel set up Jeroboam and his successor, whereas God had appointed the house of David as the rightful kings of the whole nation. It is true God had said to Jeroboam by Ahijah the prophet, "Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee;" and by Shemaiah had warned Rehoboam that he should "not go up nor fight against the children of Israel: for the thing," said God, "is from me" (2 Kin. 12: 24). Yet the separation of the ten tribes was not the less the act of their own and Jeroboam's self-will, without any reference to the will of God. They were made to carry into effect God's will, while they only regarded them own. So subsequently, during the 253 years' continuance of Israel, of the ten families to which their eighteen kings belonged, no family or dynasty came to a close except by a violent death.

They have made princes, and I knew it not - I approved it not (Ps 1:6, "The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous").

Of their silver and their gold have they made them idols - (Hosea 2:8, "She did not know that I ... multiplied her silver and gold which they prepared for Baal;" Hosea 13:2)
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That they may be cut off - i.e., though warned of the consequences of idolatry, as it were with open eyes, they rushed on their own destruction. So Jer 27:10, 15; 44:8.
Hosea 8:5

Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast thee off. Since the ellipsis of "thee" is unusual, Maurer translates, 'Thy, calf is abominable.' But the antithesis to Hos 8:3 establishes the English version, "Israel hath cast off the thing that is good;" therefore, in just retribution, "thy calf hath cast thee off" - i.e., the calf is made by God the cause of thy being cast off (Hos 10:15). Jeroboam, during his sojourn in Egypt, saw Apis worshipped at Memphis, and Mnevis at Heliopolis, in the form of an ox; this, and the temple cherubim, suggested the idea of the calves set up at Dan and Bethel.
Thy calf - whom thou madest for thyself, whom thou loves, in whom thou trusted, instead of in thy God. Since the two calves, one at Dan the other at Bethel, represent the same thing, they are called, in the singular, "the calf," not calves.

How long will it be ere they attain to innocence? - How long will they be incapable of bearing innocence? (Maurer.)    (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 8:6

For from Israel was it also - namely, the calf originated with them, not from me. "It also," as well as there "kings set up" by them, "but not by me" (Hos 8:4). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Comm.)

8:4 They have set up kings. Compare Hosea 7:7. See 2 Kings 15:13, 17, 27 (Shallum, Menahem, Pekah).  The Companion Bible by Baxter
8:4 They have made kings, but not with My sanction; they have made officers, but not of My choice. Of their silver and gold they have made themselves images, to their own undoing. 5 He rejects your calf, Samaria! I am furious with them! Will they never be capable of [purity? “Understanding / That House of Israel?”]. 6 For it was Israel’s doing; it was only made by a joiner, it is not a god. No, the calf of Samaria shall be reduced to splinters!  Tanakh Hebrew Text

Hosea 8:7-14

7 For they sow the wind and they shall reap the whirlwind. The standing grain has no heads; it shall yield no meal; if it were to yield, strangers and aliens would eat it up. 8 Israel is [as if] swallowed up. Already they have become among the nations as a vessel [of cheap, coarse pottery] that is useless. 9 For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass taking her own way by herself; Ephraim has hired lovers. 

10 Yes, though with presents they hire [allies] among the nations, now will I gather them up, and in a little while they will sorrow and begin to diminish [their gifts] because of the burden (tribute) imposed by the king of princes [the king of Assyria]. 11 For Ephraim has multiplied altars for sinning; yes, to him altars are intended for sinning. 12 I wrote for him the ten thousand things of My law, but they are counted as a strange thing [as something which does not concern him]. 13 My sacrificial gifts they sacrifice [as a mere form]; yes, they sacrifice flesh and eat it, but the Lord does not accept them. Now He will [earnestly] remember their guilt and iniquity and will punish their sins. They shall return to [another] Egypt [Assyria]. [Deuteronomy 28:68.] 14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces and idol temples, and Judah has multiplied fortified cities; but I will send a fire upon his cities and it shall devour his palaces and fortified buildings. [Amos 1:4,7,10,12,14; 2:2,5.] AMP
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Hosea 8:14

8:14 palaces. The Hebrew term hêkal, perhaps a cognate of Akkadian ekallu (from Sumerian e.gal), "big house," may mean either temple or palace. At least during Jeroboam II's early reign there was an effort to build fortified cities and monumental buildings in Samaria and other major cities (see 2 Chronicles 26:9-10 for similar construction in Judah). Efforts such as these can be taken as a symbol of royal power and thus worthy of Hosea's charge that they had "forgotten" God (see Deuteronomy 32:15-18).   [From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament]
8:8 The beginning of the verse may be translated as “Israel is devoured;” cf. the last line of the previous verse. [Jewish Study Bible]
8:12: Note that the “teaching” (singular in Hebrew) of the Lord is conceived as a written document, just as “the word of the Lord that came to Hosea” (1:1) is the book of Hosea, a written text too. (See also 8:1). [Jewish Study Bible]
8:13: Back to Egypt, or more literally, “they shall go back to Egypt.” Is this a reference to exile to Egypt or a reversal of the exodus? The text may have carried more than one meaning. (Cf. Deuteronomy 28:68 and see also 9:3). [Jewish Study Bible]
8:14: Judah’s sin is not the setting up of multiple religious centers or the calf statues as Israel had done; but Judah had also sinned, perhaps by not relying sufficiently on God to defend them (see 7:11).

[Jewish Study Bible]

Hosea 8:7
Sowing and reaping (Hosea 8:7). The concept of sowing and reaping as it relates to conduct is often used in Scripture (Job 4:8; Proverbs 22:8; Jeremiah 12:13; Galatians 6:7-8), and Hosea used it twice (Hosea 8:7; 10:12-13). In their idolatry and political alliances, the Israelites were trying to sow seeds that would produce a good harvest, but they were only sowing the wind vanity, nothing-and would reap the whirlwind. Nothing could stop the force of the Assyrian army. The harvest would be more powerful than the seed!

The sowing/reaping image continues with the picture of a blighted crop of grain. The rulers of Israel thought their worship of Baal and their foreign alliances would produce a good crop of peace and prosperity: but when the time came for the harvest, there was nothing to reap. And even where heads of grain did appear, the enemy reaped the harvest and Israel gained nothing. In the image of the wind, Hosea said, "You will reap far more than you sowed, and it will be destructive!" In the image of the grain, he said, "You will reap nothing at all, and your enemies will get the benefit of all the promises you made." 

Worthless pottery (Hosea 8:8). There was no grain for Israel to swallow, but she herself would be "swallowed up" by Assyria. She was a useless vessel "in which no one delights" (NASB). Their compromise had so cheapened them that Israel was of no value to the community of nations. Nobody feared them, nobody courted them, and nobody wanted them. 

A stupid donkey (Hosea 8:9a) Israel wanted to be a part of the alliances that were forming to fight Assyria, but she was actually very much alone. She was like a dumb animal that had lost its way in the wilderness. Israel had forsaken her God, and she had been forsaken by her allies, so she was abandoned to face a terrible future alone. 
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A prostitute (Hosea 8:9 b-10). In negotiating with the Gentile nations for protection, Ephraim (Israel) acted like a common prostitute selling herself for money. Israel's kings paid tribute to the king of Assyria and also sent gifts to Egypt (12:1). Instead of being faithful to her Husband, Jehovah God, Israel prostituted herself to the Gentile nations and lost everything. God promised to gather them together for judgment and they would "waste away" (NIV) under the ruthless hand of the Assyrian king. 

      (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

8:7 the bud…meal. Note the Figure of Speech here called Paronomasia; or, Rhyming Words. The repetition of words similar in sound [in the Hebrew not English], but not necessarily in the same sense. This is used for emphasis. Hebrew zemach…kemach. It may be put in the English, as “the flower will yield no flour.” See our study on the figures of speech in Psalms lesson 7.  Paul the Learner
Hosea 8:7-9

Israel was to learn the lessons of cause and effect, of sowing and reaping. They have sown the wind, that which cannot produce crops, but there would be a harvest, the destructive whirlwind. Israel's efforts had no stalk. They produce nothing but vain hope. Should their come the semblance of a harvest strangers shall swallow it up. The enemy would seize it. Israel would have nothing. 

8:8 Not only crops, but Israel, the nation, is swallowed up. The tribes were taken into exile, cast aside as a worthless vessel, i.e., a piece of cheap pottery. 

8:9 Israel in exile is likened to a wild ass that wanders from place to place. Asses usually travel together, but a solitary, stubborn ass sometimes obstinately pursues its own path. Turning their back on the covenant love of God, Israel hired lovers. She tried by gifts to win aid from Assyria and Egypt.

        (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 8:7

For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind - (Prov 22:8, "He that sowed iniquity shall reap vanity;" Gal 6:7). They reap not merely as they have sown, "the wind," but, with deadly increase, "the whirlwind," or (as the Hebrew is an intensive form), 'the violent whirlwind.' "Sow ... wind" - i.e., to make the vain show of worship, while faith and obedience are wanting (Calvin). Rather to offer senseless supplications to the calves for good harvests (cf. Hos 2:8).
It hath no stalk - the result is that God will make them reap "no stalk" - i.e., standing grain. Also, the phraseology proverbially means, that all their undertakings shall be profitless (Prov 11:29; Eccl 5:16).

The bud shall yield no meal - the "bud" or 'growth.'

If so were it yielding, the strangers shall swallow it up - "strangers," foreigners (Hosea 7:9).
Hosea 8:8

Israel is swallowed up - not merely Israel's possessions, but Israel herself.

Now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure - (Ps 31:12; Jer 22:28; 48:38, "I have broken Moab like a vessel wherein is no pleasure"). "Now;" not at any distant date, but now.
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Hosea 8:9

(1) For they are gone up to Assyria - referring to Menahem's application for Pul's aid in establishing him, on the throne (cf. Hos 5:13; 7:11). Menuhem's name is read, on the inscriptions in the southwest palace of Nimroud, as a tributary to the Assyrian king in his eighth year. 

(2) The dynasty of Pul, or Phallukha, was supplanted at Nineveh by that of Tiglath-pileser, about 768 (or 760) B.C. 

(3) Semiramis seems to have been Pul's wife and to have withdrawn to Babylon in 768; 

(4) And her son, Nabonassar, succeeding after a period of confusion, originated 'the era of Nabonassar,' 747 BC (George Vance Smith.) 

(5) Usually foreigners coming to Israel's land were said to "go up," Israel being regarded as standing upon a moral elevation; here it is the reverse, to intimate Israel's sunken state and Assyria's superiority.

A wild ass alone by himself, [pere' (OT: 6501)]. The wild donkey is proverbial for headstrong, undisciplinable obstinacy, swift and untamable-a figure of Israel's headstrong perversity in following her bent (Jer 2:24).

Alone by himself - characteristic of Israel in all ages: "Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among, the nations" (Num 23:9: cf. Job 39:5-8, "Who hath sent out the wild ass free? Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass? ... The range of the mountains is his pasture").

Ephraim hath hired lovers - reversing the ordinary way, namely, that lovers should hire her (Ezek 16:33-34).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

8:7 They sow wind, and they shall reap whirlwind – standing stalks devoid of ears and yielding no flour. If they do yield any, strangers shall devour it. 8 [Israel is bewildered a play on words: The Hebrew root word bala’, which means “bewildered” here (cf. Isaiah 28:7), means “devour” in the preceding verse]. They have now become among the nations like an unwanted vessel, 9 [Like] a lonely wild ass. For they have gone up to Assyria, [Ephraim has “In Egypt they have”] courted friendship. Tanakh Text
Hosea 8:10

Though Israel had sought to purchase favor from the nations, God would gather them (i.e., the Israelites) and send them into exile. They shall sorrow. They would become impoverished, because of the burden imposed upon them by the king of princes, an expression used only here, which may refer to Tiglath-pileser III, known as "the king of kings." The LXX, followed by the RSV, gives an emended reading - they shall soon cease from anointing kings and princes. (Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hoea 8:10

Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now will I gather them - namely, the nations (Assyria, etc.) against Israel, instead of their assisting her as she had wished (Ezek 16:37, "Behold, therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them round about against thee"). Now, i.e., immediately. And they shall sorrow a little - rather, 'in a little' (Henderson). The English version gives good sense: They shall sorrow [yaacheeluw (OT: 2490) [to wound, to dissolve] is best taken from chuwl (OT: 2342) [to twist, sorrow], to sorrow, not as margin, 'begin'] a little at the imposition of the tribute. God suspended yet the great judgment, namely, their deportation by Assyria.
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For the burden of the king of princes - the tribute imposed on Israel under Menahem) by the Assyrian king (Pul, 2 Kings 15:19-22), who had many "princes" under his sway (Isa 10:8). So heavy shall the burden of the captivity hereafter be felt, that they shall then sorrow but little for the burden of tribute imposed on them now by the great King of Assyria, which they feel so burdensome.

       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Egyptian bondage (Hosea 8:11-9:9). Hosea mentions Egypt thirteen times in his book, and these references fall into three distinct categories: 

1. Past the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt (2:15; 11:1; 12:9,13; 13:4);

2. Present Israel's unholy alliances with Egypt (7:11,16; 12:1);

3. Future-Egypt as a symbol of their impending bondage to Assyria (8:13; 9:3,6; 11:5,11). 

Three times in this section, the prophet announces, "They shall go to Egypt" (8:13; 9:3,6); but 11:5 makes it clear that "Egypt" is a symbol for Assyrian bondage: "He shall not return to the land of Egypt; but the Assyrian shall be his king" (NKJV). The prophet contrasts the past Exodus from the bondage of Egypt with the impending "exodus" into bondage of Assyria, the new "Egypt." When the Jews left Egypt, they had not yet received the Law nor did they have the tabernacle and its system of sacrifices. But now the Jews had heard the Law for centuries, and the temple had been standing since Solomon's time. Yet they ignored the Law, and the priesthood became corrupt. The NIV catches the irony in 8:11. "Though Ephraim built many altars for sin offerings, these have become altars for sinning."
Instead of trusting the Lord to protect her from Assyria, Israel fortified her towns and sought help from foreign nations, and from a spiritual point of view, this was like prostitution. (During the harvest season, prostitutes frequented the threshing floors where the men slept to guard the grain.) The harvest season was a time of great joy (Isaiah 9:3), but there would be no joy in Israel. And when the people ended up in a foreign land, everything would be unclean to them, but they were an unclean people anyway, so what difference would it make?  (The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Hosea 8:11-12

Israel went through the forms of religion. She made many altars, but her multiplying of sacrifices was an abomination to God (cf. Isa 1:11). Hosea says that they are altars to sin, i.e., for sinning. The altars were erected in defiance of God, and they became an occasion for further sinning. 
8:12. God had risen up prophets to Israel who had boldly declared his Law. 

(a) The great things should be read ten thousands (RSV) 

(b) Or never so many things (JPS). 

(c) Bewer reads the verse: "Where I to write for him by the ten thousand my directions, they would be counted as those of a stranger.”   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

8:12 I have written. Not Moses: he was only the pen. It was God who “spoke by the prophets” (Hebrews 1:1); by His Son (John 7:16; 8:28, 46, 47; 12:49; 14:10, 24; 17:8); by His Spirit (John 16:13; Compare Hebrew 2:4) and by Paul, “the prisoner of Jesus Christ” (Compare 2 Timothy 1:8).    

           The Companion Bible by Baxter
Note: The people who purchased the copyrights to the Companion Bible took off the name Baxter.

   Paul the Learner
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Hosea 8:11

Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin. God, in righteous retribution, gives them up to their own way: the sin becomes its own punishment, (Prov 1:31).

Many altars - in opposition to God's law, which commanded that the temple at Jerusalem was to be the only place for offering sacrifices (Deut 12:5-6, 13-14)?

To sin ... to sin - their altars, which were "sin" (whatever religious intentions they might plead), should be treated as such, and be the source of their punishment (1 Kings 12:30, "And this thing (the calf-worship) became a sin;" 1 Kings 13:34). The many altars of Ephraim, which were in fact only so many sins, shall be proved to be but sins by their results-namely, Ephraim's punishment.

Hosea 8:12

I have written to him the great things of my law - (Deut 4:6, 8, "What nation is there so great that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law?" Ps 19:8; 119:18, "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law;" Ps 119:72; 147:19-20). 

(A) The textual reading is, 'the ten thousand things of my law.' 

(B) The English version follows the Keri, or marginal Hebrew reading, which is not so well supported. 

(C) The language here pre-supposes a general acquaintance with the Pentateuch in Israel, and shows that the written Pentateuch was in the kingdom of the Ten Tribes. 

(D) For the expression is, not I have given him, but "I have written," or, rather, 'I write (implying the present obligation of the law once for all written) to him the ten thousand things of my law.'

(E) Not merely the Decalogue, but the ten thousand details of duty laid down in the whole written law; the Decalogue written by God's own hand, and His will written manifold, "at sundry times and in divers manners" (Heb 1:1).

The schools of the prophets in Bethel, Gilgal, and Samaria, confronting idolatry in their chief abodes, maintained still in Israel the teaching of the law and the pure worship. The godlier people went for religious instruction to Elisha and other prophets, on the new moons and Sabbaths (2 Kings 4:23). (Pusey.)

My law - as opposed to their inventions. This reference of Hoses to the Pentateuch alone is against the theory that some earlier written prophecies have not come down to us.
But they were counted as a strange thing - as if a thing with which they had nothing to do.

       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

8:10 And while they are courting among the nations, there I will hold them fast; and they shall begin to diminish in number from the burden of king [and] officers. 11: For Ephraim has multiplied altars – for guilt; his altars have redounded to his guilt: 12: The many teachings I wrote for him have been treated as something alien. 13: When they present sacrifices to Me, it is but flesh for them to eat: the Lord has not accepted them. Behold, He remembers their iniquity, He will punish their sins: Back to Egypt with them! 14: Israel has ignored his Maker and built temples (and Judah has fortified many cities). So I will set fire to his cities, and it shall consume their fortresses.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
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Hosea 8:13-14

The prophet continues to insist that the sacrifices are a mere form: They sacrifice flesh, and, in accord with the Law, they eat it. But it had no spiritual merit. The words rendered for the sacrifices of mine offerings are problematical. 

(a) The JPS renders them, As for the sacrifices that are made by fire, which is justified on the basis of the fact that the word is used in Rabbinic Hebrew with the sense "to roast."  

(b) The RSV gives a conjectural meaning, "They love sacrifice." 

Because of Israel's spiritual decline, Hosea prophesies, "They shall return to Egypt, i.e., go into exile. Whether or not Hosea meant that they would literally go to Egypt is debatable. He did assert categorically that they would suffer a future bondage similar to that they had once experienced in Egypt. 
8:14. Hosea charges Israel with forgetting God, and building temples (AV). The alternate meaning of the word, viz., palaces, fits better here. Judah is similarly charged with building fenced cities, i.e., fortified cities. Palaces and fortified cities are not evil in themselves, but they were evidence of a secular trust in things material, which was the counterpart to spiritual decay. (Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 8:13

They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine offerings - i.e., for the sacrifices, which they offer to me. 

1. The Hebrew is, 'the sacrifices of my gifts, gifts' [habªhaabay (OT: 1890) [by reduplication from OT: 3051) gift (in sacrifice)], as though they thought they were always giving (Pusey). 

2. And eat it. Their own carnal gratification is the object which they seek, not my honor. Therefore God regards their sacrifices as mere ordinary "flesh," not a true sacrifice. 

3. But the Lord accepted them not: now will he remember their iniquity – 

4. "Now," i.e., speedily; or now, at the very time of their offering sacrifices for "iniquity," I will show, by punishing them, 

5. That I still "remember their iniquity," and that therefore their sacrifice is vain.

They shall return to Egypt - (Hosea 9:3, 6; 11:11). The same threat as in Deut 28:68. They fled there to escape from the Assyrians, when thee latter had overthrown their nation (cf. as to Judah, the leading of the Jewish remnant into Egypt by Johanan, against the will of God, after the overthrow of Jerusalem, Jer 42-44.) But see the note, Hosea 9:3. Thus it will mean my covenant of deliverance shall be cancelled; they shall again be in bondage like that in Egypt of old.

Hosea 8:14

(a) For Israel hath forgotten his Maker - (Deut 32:18, "Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee"). 

(b) And build temples - to idols. 

(c) And Judah hath multiplied fenced cities. Judah, though less idolatrous than Israel, betrayed want of faith in Yahweh by trusting more to its fenced cities than to Him: instead of making peace with God, Judah multiplied human defenses (Isa 22:8; Jer 5:17, "They (the Babylonians) shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustiest, with the sword;" Mic 5:10-11). 

(d) Pusey refers this to the days of Jotham, between 758 and 741 B.C. 

(e) Although Jotham was a religious king, the corruption of the people at this time is specially recorded - "The people did corruptly."
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But I will send a fire upon his cities. Sennacherib took all Judah's fenced cities except Jerusalem (2 Kings 18:13). Palaces thereof - namely, of the land. Compare as to Jerusalem, Jer 17:27; Amos 2:5, "I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem."(Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
‘And Israel has forgotten him that made him, and they have built fanes, [Greek consecrated grounds] and Juda has multiplied walled cities: but I will send fire on his cities, and it shall devour their foundations.’  LXX Hosea 8:14
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Hosea 9:1-6

1 REJOICE NOT, O Israel, with exultation, as do the peoples, for you have played the harlot, forsaking your God. You have loved [a harlot's] hire upon every threshing floor [ascribing the harvest to the Baals instead of to God]. 2 The threshing floor and the wine vat shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail them. 3 They shall not remain in the Lord's land, but Ephraim shall return to [another] Egypt and they shall eat unclean food in Assyria. [Ezekiel 4:13.] 4 They shall not pour out wine offerings to the Lord, neither shall they be pleasing to Him. Their sacrifices shall be to them as the bread of mourners; all who eat of them shall be defiled, for their bread shall be [only] for their appetite; it shall not come into the house of the Lord [to be offered first to Him]. 5 What will you do on the day of the appointed solemn assembly or festival and on the day of the feast of the Lord [when you are in exile]? 6 For behold, they are gone away from devastation and destruction; Egypt shall gather them in; Memphis shall bury them. Their precious things of silver shall be in the possession of nettles; thorns shall be [growing] in their tents. AMP
Hosea 9:1
Judgment on Israel

9:1 prostitute at threshing floor. One of the essential installations within the farming areas of Israel was the threshing floor. Harvested grain was brought here for processing and distribution (see Ruth 3:2,7). It would also be the likely site for public gatherings (see the confrontation in 1 Kings 22:10) and for harvest celebrations (Deuteronomy 16:13). However, Israel is enjoined to rejoice no longer since the people have demonstrated their infidelity by expressing their faith in Baal's ability to provide their abundance (see Hosea 2:7-8). Apparently common prostitutes as well as cult prostitutes frequented the areas where harvest and shearing festivals took place (see the comment on Genesis 38:15-23). Thus Israel plays the prostitute amidst the grain, taking her hire from those gods she credited with the harvest rather than acknowledging Yahweh's role. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:4 bread of mourners. A house in mourning, having had contact with the dead, was considered unclean for seven days and had to be ritually purified in order to resume normal social and religious activity (see the comment on Num 19:11). During the period of their impurity, all their food, by extension, was equally contaminated. While it could be used to nourish their bodies, these meals were joyless and none of the food was to be offered as a sacrifice to God (see Jeremiah 16:7; Ezekiel 24:17). This is how Hosea characterizes life in the coming exile. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:6 Memphis. During much of Egypt's history, Memphis (modern Mitrahineh) served as the capital of Lower Egypt. It was located about thirteen miles south of modern Cairo on the west bank of the Nile River. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)
9:1-17 On the results of divine punishment.

9:1: You have strayed away, literally “For you [male] have committed deeds of whoredom” (cf. 1:2; 2:7; 3:3; 4:10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18; 5:3; and see previous notes on these verses). [JSB]

9:1-2: The threshing floor and the winepress, along with the references to joy, create an image of agricultural festivals (e.g., the harvest festival). The mention of the threshing floor under these circumstances (cf. Ruth chapter 3) and the explicit reference to a harlot’s fee and the statement “you committed deeds of whoredom” all contribute to the text’s construction of an atmosphere of illicit sexual activity.   [Jewish Study Bible] 
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In the book of Hosea these images are associated with the theme of Israel’s abandoning the Lord. The precise metaphor here was already a matter of debate among traditional Jewish interpreters. 

(a) In the male worshipping other gods, as other peoples do, and so presented as abandoning the Lord, a husband figure, and therefore compared to a female prostitute (A common image in the book; cf. Radak – acronym for Rabbi David Kimhi [ca. (A.D. 1160-1235], son of Yosef Kimhi, biblical commentator, of France. He wrote commentaries on Genesis, Psalms, Proverbs, Chronicles and the Prophets, as well as a Hebrew grammar and lexicon.)? 

(b) Or is the male happy to receive his grain as a present from his gods – not the Lord, and therefore compared to a prostitute coming to pick up her fees (Rashi – acronym for Rabbi Shlomo Ben Isaac [ca. (A.D. 1040-1105), French Talmudic and biblical scholar. He was the author both of a commentary on the whole Bible and of a commentary on the Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), both of which became extremely popular. 

(c) His scriptural interpretation, largely taken from earlier sources, favored the contextual sense of the text rather than a set of atomistic interpretations to each phrase; his Talmudic commentary was part of a greater effort to interpret Jewish law for an increasingly far-flung population.)?

(d) Or are these two readings complementary rather than alternative? 

In any case, whereas the peoples may rejoice, Israel will have no reason for joy since the threshing floor and the wine press will not joint them, i.e. they will not provide them with food or drink. Even the new wine will disappoint them. In sum, the text plays again with the motif of God as the provider, who ceases to provide for his sinful, whoring wife. Whereas Israel is first represented as a male (verse 1), the image shifts to a female character (her) when the theme of the provider who ceases to provide is fully developed (verse 2). 6: Moph, Memphis, one of the most important cities in Egypt.                                                  [Jewish Study Bible]
The Exile of Israel Foretold. 9:1-9.

Hosea 9:1-2

The heathen nations indulged in orgies during their joyful festivals, but the prophet warned Israel, Rejoice not. Israel's neighbors took part in licentious fertility rites, and Israel, following them, had loved a reward, literally, a harlot's hire, upon every corn floor. The heathen had offered gifts to Baal, the fertility god, to induce him to make the fields fruitful. Israel had followed their footsteps. 

9:2 The prophet warns that the floor, i.e., the threshing floor, and the winepress will fail. Efforts to seek blessing from Baal would prove futile, because only the Lord can bring blessing upon the fields.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Hosea 9:1

Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy ... for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God - literally, to exultation. Thy exultation at the league made by the Israelite king, Menahem with Pul, by which peace seems secured, is out of place, since thy idolatry will bring ruin on thee.

As other people - the Assyrians, for instance, who, unlike thee, are in the height of prosperity.

Thou hast loved a reward upon every corn floor - thou hast desired, in reward for thy homage to idols, abundance of grain on every threshing floor (Hos 2:12).
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Hosea 9:2

The floor and the winepress shall not feed them (Hosea 2:9, 12), and the new wine shall fail - disappoint her expectation. 

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

9:2 winepress = wine fat. The Hebrew word here is yekeb, the wine receptacle; not the word for winepress which would be Gath.       The Companion Bible by Baxter
Note:

(1) When you see the word for God [LORD] this stands for the Hebrew name Jehovah. 

(2) While Elohim is God as the Creator of all things, 

(3) Jehovah is the same God in covenant relation to those whom He has created (Compare 2 Chron. 18:31). 

(4) Jehovah means the Eternal. The Immutable One, He Who WAS, and IS, and IS TO COME. The Divine definition is given in Genesis 21:33. 

(5) He is especially, therefore, the God of Israel; and the God of those who are redeemed, and are thus now “in Christ.” 

(6) We can say “My God,” but not “My Jehovah,” for Jehovah is “My God.” 

(7) Jehovah is indicated here in LORD.       The Companion Bible by Baxter
Hosea 9:3-5

The coming exile is described as a return to Egypt, i.e., to the house of bondage. Actually, it was to Assyria that Israel was taken, but the experience is metaphorically compared to the earlier bondage in Egypt (cf. Hos 8:13). In Assyria the Israelites would have to eat unclean food (RSV). There would be no offering of first fruits to the Lord (cf. Ex 22:29; 23:19; Lev 23:10-12); hence the food would be esteemed unclean.

9:4 in exile there would be no wine offerings. Offerings are likened to the bread of mourners (cf. Deut 26:14), which, because of its association with death, was considered unclean. Food kept in Jewish homes while the corpse is there is still regarded as ritually unclean. In exile their bread shall be for their hunger only (RSV). Not their bread for their soul (AV). The exiles would have bread to supply their bodily needs, but they would be cut off from the house of the Lord; hence there would be no acceptable sacrifices.
9:5 the exiles would be perplexed and troubled on the solemn day when the feast of the Lord would normally be observed.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 9:4

(a) They shall not offer wine offerings - literally, pour as a libation (Exodus 30:9, "Neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon;" Lev 23:13). 

(b) Neither shall they be pleasing unto him - as being offered on a profane soil. 

(c) Pusey, however, is probably right in thinking that it is the persons, not the wine (offering, singular in the Hebrew) of whom it is said, "Neither shall they be pleasing unto Him;" for they should no longer have the means prescribed for reconciliation with God. 

(d) Their sacrifices shall be unto them as the bread of mourners - which was unclean (Deuteronomy 26:14; Jer 16:7; Ezek 24:17, "Make no mourning for the dead ... and eat not the bread of men"). 
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Hosea 9:4
(e) For their bread for their soul shall not come into the house of the Lord - they’re offering for the expiation of their soul (Calvin). (Lev 17:11.) Rather, 'their bread for their sustenance ('soul' being often used for the animal life, Gen 14:21, in the persons, margin, the souls), shall not come into the Lord's house;' it shall only sub serve their own animal uses, not my worship.

Hos 9:5

What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast of the Lord? (Hosea 2:11.)

Hosea 9:6

For, lo, they are gone because of destruction - to escape from the devastation of their country.

Egypt shall gather them up - i.e., into its sepulchers (Jer 8:2; Ezek 29:5). Instead of returning to Palestine, they should die in Egypt. Memphis shall bury them - famous as a necropolis. 

The Egyptian mamphta, or 'dwelling of Phta,' the Greek Hephoestus. In it was the court of the idol-bull Apis, the original of Jeroboam's calf. The house of their idol, for which they forsook God, was to be their tomb. Near it is situated the modern Cairo. 

The pleasant places for their silver - i.e., their desired treasuries for their money. Or, 'whatever precious thing they have of silver' (Maurer). 

Nettles - the sign of desolation (Isa 34:13).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:1 Rejoice not, O Israel, as other peoples exult; for you have strayed away from your God: [You have loved a harlot’s fee by every threshing floor of new grain. 2 Threshing floor and winepress shall not join them, and the new wine shall betray her “You have loved fornication / By every threshing floor and press; / The new grain shall not join them, / And the new wine shall fail them.”]. 3 They shall not be able to remain in the land of the Lord. But Ephraim shall return to Egypt and shall [eat unclean food in Assyria “The lands of the heathen and the food there are unclean; cf. Ezekiel 4:13; Amos 7:17]. 

4 It shall be for them like the food of mourners, all who partake of which are defiled. They will offer no libations of wine to the Lord, and no sacrifices of theirs will be pleasing to Him; but their food will be only for their hunger, it shall not come into the House of the Lord. 5 What will you do about feast days, about the festivals of the Lord? 6 Behold they have gone [from destruction “to Assyria.”] (With) the silver they treasure. Egypt shall hold them fast, [Moph “Believed to be Memphis, elsewhere called Noph.”] shall receive them in burial. Weeds are their heirs; prickly shrubs occupy their (old) homes.

Hosea 9:1-6 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Hosea 9:6-7

The prophet depicts the land as it would be after the enemy had come. Because of destruction Palestine would be depopulated. Some of the people would go to Egypt (cf. 2 Kings 25:26). Nettles and thorns would grow over their treasure cities (the pleasant places for their silver) and their tabernacles) (i.e., tents - either their dwelling places or tents in which their idols were formerly kept). 

HOSEA CHAPTER NINE
Hosea 9:7-17

7 The days of visitation and punishment have come; the days of recompense have come; Israel shall know it. The prophet is [considered] a crazed fool and the man who is inspired is [treated as if] mad or a fanatic, because of the abundance of your iniquity and because the enmity, hostility, and persecution are great. [Luke 21:22.] 8 Ephraim was [intended to be] a watchman with my God [and a prophet to the surrounding nations]; but he, that prophet, has become a fowler's snare in all his ways. There is enmity, hostility, and persecution in the house of his God. 9 They have deeply corrupted themselves as in the days of Gibeah. The Lord will [earnestly] remember their iniquity; He will punish their sins. [Judges 20.] 10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the first ripe fruit on the fig tree in its first season, but they went to Baal-Peor and consecrated themselves to that shameful thing [Baal], and they became detestable and loathsome like that which they loved. 

11 As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird; there shall be no birth, no being with child, and [because of their impurity] no becoming pregnant. 12 Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them so that not a man shall be left; yes, woe also to them when I look away and depart from them! 13 Ephraim, as I have seen with Tyre, is planted in a pleasant place, but Ephraim shall bring out his children to the slayer. 14 Give them [their due], O Lord! [But] what will You give? Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts. 15 All their wickedness [says the Lord] is focused in Gilgal, for there I hated them; for the wickedness of their [idolatrous] doings I will drive them out of My house [the Holy Land]; I will love them no more; all their princes are rebels. [Hosea 4:15; 12:11.] 16 Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit. Yes, though they bring forth, yet will I slay even their beloved children. 17 My God will cast them away because they did not listen to and obey Him, and they shall be wanderers and fugitives among the nations. AMP
Hosea 9:7
9:7 prophet a maniac. There was sometimes a very fine line drawn between a person invested with the Spirit of God (1 Samuel 9:6) and one considered to simply be insane (see 1 Samuel 21:13-15; 2 Kings 9:11). In this case, however, Hosea's enemies attempt to discredit him by claiming his prophecies are actually just the ravings of a madman (compare the similar charges made in Amos 7:10 and Jeremiah 29:25-28). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:9 days of Gibeah. For a description of the heinous events that took place at Gibeah see the comments on Judges 19:12-14 and Judges 19:25. Clearly this story was well known in Hosea's day, since he merely has to mention the name of the city to raise the specter of lawless and scandalous behavior. IVP 
9:10 fruit metaphors. There is a sense of unexpected pleasure to be found in grapes growing in the desert or ripe figs in the early part of the summer. Evidence of "grape cairns" in the Negeb indicate that viticulture is possible here and the small bunches are said to be particularly sweet. This is also the case of the small figs that ripen in May-June. They are considered such a delicacy that they are to be eaten immediately after picking (see Isaiah 28:4; Nahum 3:12). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:10 Baal Peor. See the comments on Num 25 for the incident at Baal Peor when the Israelite men were tempted into idolatry by the women of Moab near Shittim. (IVP)
9:13 children to the slayer. It is possible that this is an allusion to the political turmoil in which the leaders of Israel have embroiled the people and thus laid their families open to the rampaging Assyrian armies (see the comment on Hos 7:11). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
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Hosea 9:13
The Sumerian Lament over the Destruction of Ur describes similar events during times of siege when parents abandon their children. Another possibility is that the "slayer of children" is a demon. Among the Babylonian demons was Pashittu, who was considered a baby snatcher. This would be another way of referring to child exposure. For more information on child exposure, see comment on Ezek 16:5. 

(IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:15 wickedness in Gilgal. See the comment on Hos 4:15. While Hosea's condemnation may be based on events during the conquest period or at the time of Saul's inauguration as king (1 Samuel 11:12-15), it is also possible that he is referring to a contemporary event that is not recorded elsewhere and is now unknown.   (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

9:9 The days of Gibeah, (see Judges chapters 19-20; Hosea 10:9). 10 Although there are idyllic elements in the depiction of Israel’s past (cf. Jeremiah 2:2; 31:2), it is viewed as fundamentally problematic, as in (Psalms 1-6). The idyllic elements serve here to enhance the negative description of Israel’s past. Baal Peor, (see Numbers chapter 25; Deuteronomy 4:3-4). In the stories alluded to, sinful sexual behavior is associated with the two places. [Jewish Study Bible]
9:11-12: Illicit sexual relations do not provide offspring (cf. 4:10). [Jewish Study Bible]
9:13: Tyre, a major Phoenician city-port and an important regional power. The area under its control bordered on Israel. It was often but not always, an ally of Israel. [Jewish Study Bible]
9:15: My House, (see 8:1).  [Jewish Study Bible]

Agriculture (Hosea 9:10-10:10). God reviews the history of His relationship with the Jews. You don't find grapes in the desert, but if you did, it would thrill you. That's how God felt when He called Israel. The early fruit of the fig tree is especially good, and Israel was special to the Lord. But this joyful experience didn't last, 

(a) For King Balak gave Israel her first taste of Baal worship, and the nation indulged in idolatry and immorality with its neighbors (Numbers 25). 

(b) God planted His people in a special land, but they polluted the land with their idols (Hosea 9:13). 

(c) The more prosperous they became, the more they turned away from God. 

(d) Now they must suffer a bitter harvest for their sins, they and their children. 

(e) The nation is blighted, having no roots and bearing no fruits. She was a "spreading vine" (10:1, NIV), but now she is without fruit. 

These agricultural images remind us that we reap what we sow. (Bible Exposition Commentary)
9:7 The days of punishment have come for your heavy guilt; the days of requital have come – let Israel know it! The prophet was distraught, the inspired man driven mad by constant harassment. 8 Ephraim watches for [my God –“the prophet of my God.”], as for the prophet; fowlers snares are on all his paths, harassment in the House of his God. 9 They have been as grievously corrupt as in the days of Gibeah (see Judges 19-20); He will remember their iniquity, He will punish their sins. 10 I found Israel [as pleasing] as grapes in the wilderness; your fathers seemed to Me [like the first fig to ripen on a fig tree – “like a ripe fig in a waterless waste;” cf. 13:5]. But when they came to Baal-Peor, they turned aside to shamefulness (Cf. Numbers 25:1-3); then they became as detested as they had been loved. Tanakh
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9:7 the judgment is described as the days of visitation and the days of recompense. Hosea here seems to quote the remarks of the unbelieving people who would not respond to his ministry: The prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad. They derided the prophet for his pessimistic message. Some scholars suggest that Hosea is uttering the words in condemnation of false prophets (so Laetsch, in loco).

     (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 9:7

The days of visitation are come - "visitation," vengeance: punishment (Isa 10:3).
Israel shall know it - to her cost, experimentally (Isa 9:9).

The prophet is a fool - the false prophet who foretold prosperity to the nation shall be convicted of folly by the event.

The spiritual man is mad - the man pretending to inspiration (Lam 2:14; Ezek 13:3; Mic 3:11; Zeph 3:4).

Mad - literally, 'maddened' [mª`ushag], 'distracted through distress.'

For the multitude of thine iniquity ... - "for," i.e., on account of. Connect these words with "the days of visitation, etc., are come," "the prophet, etc., is mad," being parenthetical.

The great hatred - or, 'the great provocation' (Henderson); or, (thy) 'great apostasy' (Maurer). The English version means Israel's "hatred" of God's prophets and the law.

         (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:8 The watchman. Note the series of contrasts, what Ephraim had been, and what Ephraim had now become, which commences here; with remarks following each. See 9:10, 13; 10:1, 9; 11:1; 13:1.
                                                                                                                           The Companion Bible

Hosea 9:8-9

The watchman of Ephraim is probably to be identified with Hosea, the true prophet. The verse is difficult as it stands. Bewer suggests the reading, "The prophet is the watchman of Ephraim, the people of my God. The snare of a fowler is on all his ways, enmity in the house of his God." The true prophet faithfully declares the word of God and meets active opposition from the blind leaders of Israel, including her false prophets. 

9:9 The corruption of Hosea's day is likened to that in the days of Gibeah (Judg 19-21), which led to the almost complete annihilation of the tribe of Benjamin. For a time it seemed that Benjamin would be victorious and justice would fail, but God had the last word. So it would be again. (Wycliffe Comm.)

Hosea 9:8
The watchman of Ephraim was with my God. The spiritual watchman, the true prophets, formerly consulted my God (Jer 31:6; Hab 2:1); but their so-called prophet is a snare, entrapping Israel into idolatry. The Hebrew is more literal: 'Ephraim was a watchman with my God.' God had designed Ephraim or Israel, as a people, to be the watchman or prophet of God, witnessing for Him among the pagan nations; but instead of this, Ephraim was as "a snare of a fowler in all his ways," led by false prophets himself, and so misleading other nations. Hatred - rather (a cause of) "apostasy" (see Hosea 9:7). (Maurer.) 
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Hosea 9:8
As the Psalmist saith, "I (am all) prayer," so these false prophets were the embodiment of hatred-hatred personified: their whole soul hating all that was good: and this "in the house of their God!" What an aggravation of their sin the scene of its perpetration was! No wonder, on the principle 'like priest, like people,' that the whole nation, too, was full of "great hatred"! (Hos 9:7.)

In the house of his God - i.e., the state of Ephraim, as in Hosea 8:1, 'the house of the Lord' (Maurer). Or, 'the house of his (false) god,' the calves (Calvin). Yahweh, "my God," seems contrasted with "his God." Calvin's view is therefore preferable.  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Note: When the commentator uses the name Yahweh he is using the personal name of the God of Israel which is written in the Hebrew Bible with the four consonants YHWH and is referred to as the “Tetragrammation.” The true pronunciation of the name YHWH was never lost. Several early Greek writers of the Christian Church testify that the name was pronounced “YAHWEH.” This is confirmed, at least for the vowel of the first syllable of the name, by the shorter form YAH, which is sometimes used in poetry (i.e. Exodus 15:2). It means “He causes to be, He brings into existence.” For more information on the names of God, see my study on Genesis, introduction. www.lakesideministries.com 

    Paul the Learner

9:9 the days of Gibeah. See 10:9. This implies a common knowledge of the history of Judges 19:15.








                                The Companion Bible
Hos 9:9

They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah - as in the days of the perpetration of the atrocity of Gibeah, narrated in Judg 19:16-22, etc.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

‘Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may know him.’ [See Genesis 19:5] Judges 19:22 

‘In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.’  Judges 21:25
Israel's Ancient Apostasy at Baalpeor  - 9:10-14.

Hosea 9:10-14

Hosea harks back to Israel's early history. God found his people like grapes in the wilderness. The traveler rejoices as he comes upon an oasis with its luscious grapes. So God rejoiced over Israel, who received his Law in the wilderness and vowed fidelity to him. At Baal-peor (Num 25) Israel's disposition toward idolatry asserted itself.  There they became detestable like the thing they loved -viz., Baal (RSV). 

9:11. Once fruitful, Ephraim would soon find her glory flying away like a bird. Glory here seems to refer to progeny (cf. Hos 4:7). The result of the departure of this "glory" is specified: There shall be no birth and none with child and no conception (JPS). 
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SECTION TWO
9:12 Should any children be brought up, yet will I bereave them. Children who survived infancy would not reach manhood. Woes are pronounced on a people from whom the Lord had departed. His blessing was gone, and they were awaiting his judgment. 

9:13 Ephraim is likened to ancient Tyrus (Tyre), planted in a pleasant place (cf. Ezek 27; 28), yet destined to bring forth her children to the murderer. 

9:14 In the light of the horrors to come, the prophet prays that God may give a miscarrying womb and dry breasts! God's judgments are right, and Hosea prays that the children of Israel may be cut off before they are born, that they may be spared the horrors to come. (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 9:10

I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness - as the traveler in a wilderness is delighted at finding grapes to quench his thirst, or the early fig, esteemed a great delicacy in the East (Isa 28:4; Jer 24:2; Mic 7:1), so it was my delight to choose your fathers as my special people in Egypt (Hos 2:15).

I saw your fathers as the first ripe in the fig tree at her first time - when the first fruits of the fig tree become ripe.

But they went to Baal-peor - (Num 25:3, "Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor") the Moabite idol, in whose worship young females prostituted themselves: the very sin Israel was latterly guilty of.

And separated themselves - consecrated, or, rather, desecrated themselves.

Unto that shame - to that shameful or foul idol (Jer 11:13).

And their abominations were according as they loved – 

1. Rather, as Vulgate, 'they became abominable like the object of their love' (Deut 7:26; Ps 115:8, "They that make them are like unto them; so is everyone that trusted in them"). 

2. The English version gives good sense, 'their abominable idols they followed after, according as their lusts prompted them' (margin, Amos 4:5, 'Offer a thanksgiving with leaven; for this likes you (so ye love), O ye children of Israel').

Hosea 9:11

As for Ephraim, thee glory shall fly away. Fit retribubution to these who "separated themselves unto that shame" (Hosea 9:10). Children were accounted the glory of parents; sterility a reproach. "Ephraim" means fruitfulness (Gen 41:52, margin); this name shall cease to be its characteristic.

From the birth, and from the womb, and from the conception. Ephraim's children shall perish in a threefold gradation-

(1) From the birth;

(2) From the time of pregnancy;

(3) From the time of their first conception.

Compare the threefold stages of failure in their produce of the earth --

(1) "It hath no stalk;

(2) The bud shall yield no meal;

(3) If so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up" (Hosea 8:7).
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Hosea 9:12

Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them, that there shall not be a man left - even though they should rear their children, yet will I bereave them (the Ephraimites) of them (Job 27:14).

Note: In the book of Revelation chapter 7:5-8 you will find the twelve tribes spoken of - but notice this:

12 Tribes in Genesis 49






Revelation 7:5-8

1. Reuben         7. Dan





1. Juda                7. Simeon

2. Simeon         8. Gad






2. Reuben
   8. Levi

3. Levi              9. Asher





3. Gad                 9. Issachar

4. Judah           10. Naphtali





4. Aser               10. Zabulon

5. Zebulun       11. Joseph





5. Nephthalim    11. Joseph

6. Issachar       12. Benjamin





6. Manasses      12. Benjamin

You will notice that Dan, is missing and Manasses is inserted.  Can a tribe from Israel be cut off? Yes Can a Christian believer who turns there back on God at the end of their life be cut off? Yes
  Paul the Learner

Woe also to them when I depart from them! "Also:" besides and beyond the loss of children, whom they hoped or longed for, and their loss of national power, is that last and lowest step of woe, God's departure from them; yet the ungodly in their madness desire God to depart from them (Job 21:14; 22:17 

Matthew 8:34, "The whole city (of the Gergesenes, after the loss of their swine in the lake) came out to meet Jesus (we might have expected, in order to ask Him to save them from the evil spirit whose awful power they had just seen; but, no!) They besought Him that He would depart out of their coasts"). 
At last they know, to their cost, how awful it is when God has departed, (Deut 31:17; 1 Sam 28:15-16, 

1. Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answered me no more ... 

2. Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?") 

3. Compare Hos 9:11, "Their glory shall fly a way:" 

4. And 1 Sam 4:21, "She named the child (of Phinehas) I-chabod, saying, the glory is departed from Israel, because the ark of God was taken."

Hosea 9:13

Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place - i.e., in looking toward Tyrus (on whose borders Ephraim lay), I saw Ephraim beautiful in situation like her, (Ezek 26; 27; 28.)

Is planted - as a fruitful tree; image suggested by the meaning of "Ephraim" (Hos 9:11, 'fruitful').

But Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer - (Hos 9:16; 13:16). With all his fruitfulness, his children shall only be brought up to be slain.
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Hosea 9:14
Give them, O Lord: what wilt thou give? As if overwhelmed by feeling, he deliberates with God what is most desirable.
Give them a miscarrying womb - of two evils he chooses the least. So great will be the calamity, that barrenness will be a blessing, though usually counted a great misfortune (Job 3:3; Jer 20:14; Luke 23:29).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:11 From birth, from the womb, from conception Ephraim’s glory shall be like birds that fly away [Verse 16 would read well after verse 11]. 

9:12 Even if they read their infants, I will bereave them of men. [Woe to them indeed when I turn away from them! – “Even if they wean their babes / They shall be dismayed because of them.”]. 

9:13 It shall go with Ephraim as I have seen it go with Tyre, which was planted in a meadow; Ephraim too must bring out His children to slayers. 

9:14 Give them, O Lord – give them what? Give them a womb that miscarries, and shriveled breasts!    Tanakh Hebrew Text
Israel's Apostasy at Gilgal 9:15-17.

Hosea 9:15-17

The idolatrous shrine at Gilgal (cf. Hos 4:15; 12:11; Amos 5:5) embodied all the evil that had marked Israel's history. The evils perpetrated there, and at similar shrines elsewhere, caused God to say, I will drive them out of mine house; i.e., from the land of Canaan, which God had given to them as an inheritance. In strong language God says he hated them, and will love them no more. As long as Israel continued in her sin, she could not enjoy the blessings of God's love. 

9:16. The thought of verses 11, 12 are taken up in verse 16: "Fruitful" Ephraim would be barren; children born to Ephraim would be destroyed. 

9:17. Refusal to hearken to God and his prophets would bring upon Israel the judgment of exile. Like Cain (Gen 4:12) they were destined to be wanderers.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 9:15

All their wickedness is in Gilgal - (see note, Hosea 4:15). This was the scene of their first contumacy in "rejecting God, that He should not reign over them," and choosing a king (1 Sam 11:14-15: cf. 1 Sam 8:7), and of their subsequent idolatry.

All their wickedness - i.e., their chief guilt.

For there I hated them - not with the human passion, but holy hatred of their sin, which required punishment to be inflicted on themselves (cf. Mal 1:3).

For the wickedness of their doings I will drive them out of mine house - as in Hosea 8:1: out of the land holy unto ME. Or, as "love" is mentioned immediately after, the reference may be to the Hebrew mode of divorce, the husband (God) putting the wife (Israel) out of the house.
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Hosea 9:15
All their princes are revolters - 'Sareehem ...  Sorerim' [Hebrew, saareeyhem corriym], a play on similar sounds. It may be put in the English by “their rulers are unruly.”

Hosea 9:16

Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit. The figures, "root," "fruit," are suggested by the word. "Ephraim" - i.e., fruitful (notes, Hosea 9:11-12). "Smitten" - namely, with blight (Ps 102:4, "My heart is smitten and withered like grass").

Hos 9:17

My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken unto Him - "My God;" "my" in contrast to "them" - i.e., the people who’s God Yahweh no longer is. Also, Hosea appeals to God as supporting his authority against the whole people. 

And they shall be wanderers among the nations - (2 Kings 15:29; 1 Chronicles 5:26, "The God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan." Doubtless the Israelites of the ten tribes are not to be found settled in any one locality, but, according to the prophecy, are "wanderers among" all "the nations." 

(1) The Jews of China, India, and Russia are probably the descendants of the ten tribes. 

(2) The Jews of the countries originally constituting the Roman Empire are probably descendants of Judah and Benjamin. 

(3) The Jews of the various countries who met on Pentecost at Jerusalem (Acts 2:9-11) were doubtless many of them descendants of the ten tribes.

(4)  "The twelve in the dispersion," addressed by James (James 1:1), 

(5) And "the dispersion among the Greeks," alluded to by the Jews, who asked mockingly, was Jesus going to teach them (John 7:35), include the ten tribes, as well as Judah and Benjamin.

                 (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:15 All their misfortune [began] at Gilgal, for there I disowned them [The specific allusion is uncertain]. For their evil deeds I will drive them out of My House. I will accept them no more, [all their officials are “They are all.”] disloyal. 

9:16b Ephraim [Targum reads “Their crown,” i.e. of a tree] is stricken, their stock is withered; they can produce no fruit. Even if they do bear children, I will slay their cherished offspring. 

9:17 My God rejects them because they have not obeyed Him, and they shall go wandering among the nations. Tanakh Hebrew Text
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