HOSEA CHAPTER SIX

Hosea 6:1-11

1 COME AND let us return to the Lord, for He has torn so that He may heal us; He has stricken so that He may bind us up. 2 After two days He will revive us (quicken us, give us life); on the third day He will raise us up that we may live before Him. [Isaiah 26:19; Ezekiel 37:1-10.] 3 Yes, let us know (recognize, be acquainted with, and understand) Him; let us be zealous to know the Lord [to appreciate, give heed to, and cherish Him]. His going forth is prepared and certain as the dawn, and He will come to us as the [heavy] rain, as the latter rain that waters the earth. 4 O Ephraim, what shall I do with you? [Says the Lord] O Judah, what shall I do with you? For your [wavering] love and kindness are like the night mist or like the dew that goes early away. 5 Therefore have I hewn down and smitten them by means of the prophets; I have slain them by the words of My mouth; My judgments [pronounced upon them by you prophets] are like the light that goes forth. 

6 For I desire and delight in dutiful steadfast love and goodness, not sacrifice, and the knowledge of and acquaintance with God more than burnt offerings. [Matthew 9:13; 12:7.] 7 But they, like [less-privileged] men and like Adam, have transgressed the covenant; there have they dealt faithlessly and treacherously with Me. 8 Gilead is a city of evildoers; it is tracked with bloody [footprints]. 9 And as troops of robbers lie in wait for a man, so the companies of priests murder on the road toward Shechem; yes, they commit villainy and outrages. 10 I have seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel! Their harlotry and idolatry are found in Ephraim; Israel is defiled. 11 Also, O Judah, there is a harvest [of divine judgment] appointed for you; when I would return My people from their captivity [in which they are slaves to the misery brought on by their own sins], AMP
Turning Away from Repentance and Restoration

6:3. winter rains, spring rains. Based on the Mediterranean climate of the Middle East, Israel receives its rains twice during the year. The "winter" rains fall from December to February. As noted in the tenth-century Gezer calendar, this moisture softens the earth and prepares it for plowing and sowing of wheat, barley and oats. The "spring" rains come during March and April and provide the life-giving water needed for the sowing of millet and vegetable crops. It is the timing of these rains that makes the difference between a good harvest and famine. Tying Yahweh [YHWH] to the rains supersedes Baal's role as the rain and fertility god, and tying him to the sun supersedes the sun gods who were often associated with justice. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
6:7. Adam. Since the end of the verse suggests a place ("there") and since there is a parallel to Gilead, most modern commentators assume this refers to a city rather than the first man. This site is generally identified with Tell ed-Damiyeh in Transjordan just south of the Jabbok River and north of the Wadi Far'ah, at a point that dominates the fords of the Jordan River. It is mentioned as one of the cities captured by Pharaoh Shishak during his tenth-century campaign into the region. (IVP)
6:8-9. violence at Gilead and Shechem. The event chronicled here may be Pekah's rebellion against the Israelite king Pekahiah in 736 (2 Kings 15:25). Apparently the fighting began at Adam with the aid of a group of Gileadites and spread west along the Wadi Far'ah road into Israel as far as the city of Shechem. Apparently Pekah's supporters were aided by priests from Bethel in their efforts to eliminate the king's officials. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)

Note I believe that history and archeology play an important part in our understanding Scripture.

      Paul the Learner 
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6:1-7:16 The Lord is reluctant to hear the people’s appeal. Further condemnations of monarchic Israel and Judah.

6:1-3 The book quotes a human voice urging repentance, saying that just as God wounded, He will heal. The appearance of God is as assured as the daybreak, as refreshing as the rain. [JSB]
6:4: The text here presents a divine response to the earlier speech. Here and in the following verses the images of daybreak and rain are turned on their head as they apply to monarchic Israel. The Lord is probably presented here in the image of a father who laments his inability to help a wayward son: what can I do for you? Or, as others read, “what can I do with you?” The implied answer is “nothing.” Morning clouds…dew, both of which evaporate at the first warmth of day. Israel’s good intentions do not last. [Jewish Study Bible]
6:6: Not a condemnation of sacrifice but rather a statement about the primacy of morality over sacrifices. Needless to say, sacrifices offered by those unworthy of bringing an offering to the deity are not efficacious (cf. 5:6; 8:13).  [Jewish Study Bible]

6:2 After two days: i.e. two days after this national repentance. See 5:15, “till.”

Revive us = bring us back to life.

Live = live again in resurrection. Referring to the yet future resurrection of the new kingdom of Israel (see Ezekiel chapter 37), which will thus resemble the resurrection of our Messiah Yeshua [Jesus] (see 1 Corinthians 15:20 ‘But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.’)  Paul the Learner

Hosea 6:1-3

The nation's false repentance (Hosea 6:1-3). When you read these words, you get the impression that the nation is sincerely repenting and seeking the Lord, but when you read what God says, you see how shallow their "confession" really was: 

1. "They do not return to the Lord their God, nor seek Him" (7:10). 

2. "They have spoken lies against Me" (v. 13). 

3. "They return, but not to the Most High" (v. 16). 

What went wrong with this "confession"?

To begin with, their concern was for healing and not for cleansing. They saw their nation in difficulty and wanted God to "make things right." but they did not come with: 

1. Broken hearts and surrendered wills. 

2. They wanted happiness, not holiness, 

3. A change of circumstances, but not a change in character. 

Many times in my own ministry I've met people in trouble who treated God like a celestial lifeguard who should rescue them from danger but not deliver them from their sins. They shed tears of remorse over their suffering, but not tears of repentance over their sin. Furthermore, the people of Israel thought that the remedy would work quickly: "After two days will He revive us; in the third day He will raise us up" (6:2). What blind optimism! 
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Hosea 6:1-3
They were like the false prophets in Jeremiah's day that offered the nation superficial remedies but never got to the heart of the problem (Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11-16). They were like physicians putting suntan lotion on a cancerous tumor instead of calling for drastic surgery. Expecting a "quick fix" is one of the marks of an unrepentant heart that doesn't want to pay the price for deep cleansing (Psalms 51:6-7).
There is a third evidence of their shallowness: they saw forgiveness and restoration as a "mechanical" thing that was guaranteed and not as a relational matter that involved getting right with God. To paraphrase Hosea 6:3, "If we seek Him, His blessing is sure to come just as the dawn comes each morning and the rains come each spring and winter." This is formula religion, like getting a candy bar out of a vending machine: put in the money, push the button, and out comes the candy. The Christian life is a relationship with God, and the relationships aren't based on cut-and-dried formulas.

One more evidence of their shallowness is the fact that they depended on religious words rather than righteous deeds. When we truly repent, our words will come from broken hearts and they will cost us something. Hosea considered words to be like "spiritual sacrifices" brought to the Lord (14:2), and we must not give Him something cheap (2 Samuel 24:24). Words can reveal or conceal, depending on the honesty and humility of the sinner. We must take to heart the warning in Ecclesiastes 5:1-2. 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)
Israel's Plea and God's Rejoinder. 6:1-6.

Hos 6:1

Afflicted Israel had learned the bitter lessons of disobedience, and her people encouraged one another with the words, Come, and let us return unto the Lord. The words contain an implied confession, for Israel had departed from the Lord in her idolatrous practices. The God who had torn in judgment could be expected to heal in mercy. Israel's wounds could not be healed by Egypt or Assyria (cf. Hos 7:1; 11:3). Only God could bring new life to the wounded nation.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Hos 6:1

At Hos 6:4 a new discourse, complaining of them, begins; because Hos 6:1-3 evidently belongs to Hosea 5:15 of Hosea 5, and forms the happy termination of Israel's punishment: primarily, the return from Babylon; ultimately, the return from their present long dispersion. The eighth verse perhaps refers to the murder of Pekahiah, the son of Menahem, by Pekah, the son of Remaliah, who conspired against him, being a captain of his. The discourse cannot be later than Pekah's reign, because it was under it that Gilead was carried into captivity (2 Kings 15:29).

Come, and let us return - in order that God, who has 'returned to His place' may return to us (Hos 5:15).

He hath torn, and he will heal us - (Deut 32:39; Jer 30:17). They ascribe their punishment, not to fortune, or man, but to God, and acknowledge that none (not the Assyrian, as they once vainly thought, Hos 5:13) but God can heal their wound. They are at the same time persuaded of the mercy of God, which persuasion is the starting-point of true repentance, and without which men would not seek, but hate and flee from God. Though our wound is severe, it is not past hope of recovery; there is room for grace, and a hope of pardon. He hath smitten us, but not so badly that He cannot heal us (Ps 130:4).

  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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God could not only be counted upon to deliver his people, but his aid would come speedily. The prophet states that after two days will he revive us, adding the parallel line in the third day he will raise us up.

(a) Ezekiel used similar language in describing life, which would enter dry bones, representing Israel (Ezek 37:1-10; cf. Isa 26:19). 

(b) The Targum Para- phrases Hos 6:2: "He will revive us in the days of consolation which are to come."
(c)  Calvin interpreted the words as expressive of the hope of Israel during the Exile: " ... though they long remained in darkness, and the exile was long which they had to endure, they yet did not cease to hope: 'Well, let the two days pass, and the Lord will revive us'" (John Calvin, The Twelve Minor Prophets, I, 218). 

(d) (Pusey), on the other hand, considers the reference to our Lord's resurrection to be the primary one: "What else can this be than the two days in which the body of Jesus lay in the tomb, and the third day on which he rose again...” (E. B. Pusey, The Minor Prophets, I, 63). 
The fact that "after two days" and "the third day" serve as an idiom for a short period of time may be demonstrated by Jesus' use of the idiom in Luke 13:32-33. The words should not be applied to the Resurrection in a primary sense, although they may be regarded as typical (cf. Hos 11:1). As God brought his son Israel from the Exile "after three days" (i.e., a brief period of time), so he raised his Son Jesus from the tomb outside the walls of Jerusalem on the third day (literally).

      (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 6:2

After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 

(A) Primarily, in type, Israel's national revival, in a short period (" two or three" being used to denote a few days, Isa 17:6; Luke 13:32-33, "I do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk today, and tomorrow, and the day following").  

(B) Anti-typically the language is so framed as to refer in its full accuracy only to Messiah, the ideal Israel (Isa 49:3; the "Son called out of Egypt," as "Israel" was: cf. Matt 2:15, with Hos 11:1), raised on the third day (John 2:19, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up;" 1 Cor 15:4, "He rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures; cf. Isa 53:10). 

Compare the similar use of Israel's political resurrection as the type of the general resurrection, of which "Christ's resurrection is the first-fruits" (Isa 26:19; Ezek 37:1-14; 1 Cor 15:22-23; Dan 12:2).

We shall live in his sight - enjoy his favor and the light of his countenance shining on us as of old; in contrast to Hos 5:6, 15, "He hath withdrawn himself from them."

       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 6:3-4

Then shall we know continues the thought of verse 1. Those who would return to the Lord from their apostasy would come to know the Lord. They would experience his presence and power in their lives. The verb may be translated as the Hebrew cohortative - "And let us know" - suggesting that calamities had befallen Israel because she was living without the knowledge of God. His going forth. His answer to the needs of his people. Is prepared as the morning. Is sure as the morning. 
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Hosea 6:3-4
Israel was "in darkness" (Isa 9:1), but the appearance of God to bring relief could be likened to the dawn of a new and glorious day.
6:4 O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? What means can be employed to bring you back to fellowship with God? Your goodness (or piety) is as a morning cloud. You make efforts at reformation, but they do not avail. The morning cloud is deceptive. It is a dense mass of vapor which the westerly winds of summer bear from the Mediterranean. The sun quickly dissipates them, and they produce no rain in the dry Palestinian summer. Similarly the early dew does not remain. 
Grammatically we should read, the dew (which) vanishes early. The dew provides no permanent relief from the summer sun.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 6:3

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord - "then," i.e., the result of his recovered favor (Hosea 6:2) will be onward growth in saving knowledge of God, as the result of perseverance in following after him (Ps 63:8, "My soul followeth hard after thee;" Isa 54:13, "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord"). "Then" implies the consequence of the revival in Hos 6:2. The "if" is not so much conditional, as expressive of the means which Gods grace will sanctify to the fill enlightenment of Israel in the knowledge of Him. As a lack of "knowledge of God" had been the source of all evils (Hosea 4:1, 6, "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge;" Hosea 6:4), so the knowledge of Him will bring with it all blessings; yea, it is "life" (John 17:3). This knowledge is practice, not mere theory (Jer 22:15-16). Theology is life, not science; realities, not words. This onward progress is illustrated by the light of "morning" increasing more and more "unto the, perfect day" (Prov 4:18). 

Probably the "if" inserted by the English version ought to be omitted, as not being in the Hebrew: translate, 'Then shall we know ... shall follow on to know the Lord.' We shall not only know Him, but we shall go on continually knowing more and more of Him. His going forth is prepared - is sure literally, fixed ordered in His everlasting purposes of love to His covenant-people. (Compare "prepared of God," margin, Gen 41:32, "The thing is established (prepared) of God;" Rev 12:6). Yahweh shall surely come to the relief of His people after their dark night of calamity. As the morning - (2 Sam 23:4, "He shall be as the light of the morning when the sun rises, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain").
And he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain - (Job 29:23; Joel 2:23). First, "the rain" [geshem (OT: 1653)] generally is mentioned; then the two rains (Deut 11:14) promised by God ("I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain"), which caused the fertility of Palestine, and the absence of which was accounted the greatest calamity.

“The latter rain," which falls in the latter half of February, and during March and April, just before the harvest, whence it takes its name, from a root meaning 'to gather' [malqowsh]; and "the former rain" - literally, the darting rain [yuwreh], from the middle of October to the middle of December. As the rain fertilizes the otherwise barren land, so God's favor will restore Israel, long nationally Lifeless.

1 ‘Come, let us turn back to the Lord: [As anticipated at the end of chapter 5, Israel seeks the Lord’s favor; His answer begins with verse 4] He attacked, and He can heal us; He wounded, and He can bind us up. 2 In two days He will make us whole again; on the third day He will raise us up, and we shall be whole by His favor. 3 Let us pursue obedience to the Lord, and we shall become obedient. His appearance is as sure as daybreak, and He will come to us like rain, like latter rain that refreshes [Taking Yoreh as equivalent of Yarweh.] the earth.”  Tanakh Hebrew Text
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6:4-13:8         INCRIMINATION AND THREATENING

A  6:4                   Divine Forbearance.

This is called Extended Alternation
  B   6:5-10:15        Incorrigibility.

    C   11:1-7              Contrasted Conduct.

A  11:8-11            Divine Forbearance.

  B   11:12-12:14     Incorrigibility.

    C   13:1-8               Contrasted Conduct.

6:5-10:15 (B, above) INCORRIGIBILITY.  (This is called Alternation)

B   D   6:5               Divine Judgments.

        E   6:6-11-         Incorrigibility.

      D   6:-11-7:1-    Divine Mercy.

        E   7:-1-10:16    Incorrigibility.

This is two examples of what I call the thumbprints of God. No other books in the world have this method called STRUCTURES it is found from the book of Genesis to the book of Revelation. This system is not found in any other books including the Christian and Jewish books not listed in Scripture. For more information on this subject see our study in the book of Genesis in the introduction. The letters are for reference; you can use any letters for the same effect.   Paul the Learner
Hosea 6:4-11 

(General Information - The nation's true condition (Hosea 6:4-7:16).) In a series of vivid similes and metaphors, Hosea revealed the true character of the people of Israel. Their love for the Lord was like a morning cloud and the dew (6:4-11). Early in the morning, the dew looks like sparkling jewels, but as soon as the sun comes up, the dew is gone. Israel's devotion to the Lord was temporary, lovely but not lasting. To give some substance to their faith, God sent them His prophets with the Word of God that is like a penetrating sword (Ephesians 6:17) and a flash of lightning (Hosea 6:5), but the people turned a deaf ear. God doesn't want our relationship with Him to be: 

1. One of shallow, transient feelings and empty words and rituals, 

2. Hearts that are enthusiastic one day and frigid the next.

"For I desired mercy [loyal love], and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings" (v. 6). A superficial ritual can never take the place of sincere love and faithful obedience (1 Samuel 15:22-23; Amos 5:21-24; Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 9:13; 12:7).

"But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant" (Hosea 6:7, NASB). 

(1) God promised Adam His blessings if he obeyed His commands, but Adam deliberately destroyed and plunged the human race into sin and death (Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22). 

(2) God promised Israel the blessings of the Promised Land if they would obey Him (Deuteronomy 28), but they broke the covenant and suffered the consequences. 

For both Israel and Judah, God had appointed a harvest, and they would reap just what they had sown (Galatians 6:7-8).   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
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Hosea 6:4

O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? - To bring thee back to piety. What more could be done that I have not done, both in mercies and chastenings? (Isa 5:4.) At this verse a new discourse begins, resuming the threats (Hos 5:14). 

For your goodness - godliness.
Is as a morning cloud - soon dispersed by the sun (Hos 13:3, "Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud and as the early dew that passes away:" a just retribution in kind).

There is a tacit contrast here to the promise of God's grace to Israel hereafter, in Hos 6:3, His going forth is "as the morning," shining more and more unto the perfect day; your goodness is "as a morning cloud," soon vanishing. His coming to His people is "as the (fertilizing) latter and former rains;" you’re coming to Him "as the early dew goeth away."  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 6:5-6

God, complaining about the conduct of his people, says, Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets. God sought to hew Israel into shape by sending prophets. The prophets warned of the consequences of sin (Isa 11:4; 49:2; Jer 1:10; 5:14; 1 Kings 19:17). They uttered the words of (God's) mouth. 
6:6. God repudiates the externalism of religion, which characterized many in Israel; with the words I desired mercy, and not sacrifice. Mercy. Hesed is a word which speaks of covenantal affection and loyalty. Laetsch (The Minor Prophets, p. 60) and Harper (ICC, p. 286) translate it love. Harper adds, "This love is not love for God as distinguished from love for one's fellow-men, but both."
      (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 6:5

1. Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets - i.e., I announced by the prophets that they should be hewn asunder, like trees of the forest. God identifies His act with that of His prophets; the word being His instrument for executing His will (Jer 1:10; Ezek 43:3).
2. By the words of my mouth - (Isa 11:4; Jer 23:29; Heb 4:12).

3. And thy judgments - the judgments that I will inflict on thee, Ephraim and Judah (Hos 6:4). So "thy judgments," - i.e., those inflicted on thee (Zeph 3:15).

4. Are as the light that goeth forth - like the light, palpable to the eyes of all, as coming from God, the punisher of sin. 

5. Henderson translates, 'lightning' (cf. margin, Job 37:3, 15).

Hosea 6:6

For I desired mercy - put for piety in general, of which mercy or charity is a branch. The connection of the "For" is (Hosea 5:6), God had said, "They shall go with their flocks and herds to seek the Lord, but they shall not find Him;" for He adds here, "I desired mercy, and not sacrifice." Do not excuse yourselves by thinking of the sacrifices you have offered to me: these were not what I required, so much as mercy and general goodness and piety on your parts: but these are the very duties which you failed to fulfill in obedience to me, and without which, your sacrifices are vain.
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‘Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.’  Matthew 23:23 Spoken by Jesus Christ

And not sacrifice - i.e., 'rather than sacrifice.' So not is merely comparative (Ex 16:8; Joel 2:13; John 6:27; 1 Tim 2:14, "Adam was deceived, but the woman"). Since God Himself instituted sacrifices, it cannot mean that He desired them not absolutely, but that, even in the Old Testament, He valued moral obedience, inasmuch as being the only end for which positive ordinances, such as sacrifices, were instituted-as of more importance than a mere external ritual obedience (1 Sam 15:22; Ps 50:8-9; 51:16-17; Isa 1:11-12; Mic 6:6-8.

"Wherewith shall I come before the Lord ... shall I come before him with burnt offerings ... shall I give my first-born for my transgression ... what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" Matt 9:13; 12:7).

And the knowledge of God - experimental and practical, not merely theoretical (Hos 6:3; Jer 22:16; 1 John 2:3-4). "Mercy" refers to the second table of the law, our duty to our fellow-man; "the knowledge of God" to the first table, our duty to God, including inward spiritual worship. The second table is put first, not as superior in dignity, for it is secondary, but in the order of our understanding.
       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

4 ‘What can I do for you, Ephraim, What can I do for you, Judah [“Ephraim…Israel” in verse 10] When your goodness is like morning clouds, like dew so early gone? 5 That is why I have hewn down the prophets [“your children;” cf. 9:13], Have slain them with the words of My mouth: And the day that dawned (brought on) your punishment. 6 For I desire goodness, not sacrifice; Obedience to God, rather than burnt offerings.’  Tanakh Hebrew Text
The Crimes of Israel 6:7-7:7.

Hosea 6:7-11

For like men, the RV reads, like Adam. Israel had transgressed God's commandment as Adam did in Eden. The RSV takes Adam as a geographical reference, At Adam. The AV like men probably means "like other men." 
6:8 Gilead, the district east of the Jordan, is cited as an example of particular infamy. The Gileadites were less civilized than the tribes west of the Jordan. Here Gilead is mentioned as a city in which murder was common. 

6:9 the priests murder in the way by consent. Read rather, murder in the way toward Shechem. Shechem, situated on the road from Samaria to Bethel, had long been noted for its violence (cf. Judg 9:25, 43). 

6:10 From heaven the Lord says, I have seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel. The abomination of Israel would bring judgment, and Judah, too, would surely reap the harvest which she had sown.
         (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
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Hosea 6:7

But they, like men, have transgressed the covenant - the common sort of men (Ps 82:7, "Ye shall die like men"). The margin has it, 'like Adam' (Job 31:33). However, the expression "covenant" is not found elsewhere applied to Adam's relation to God; though the thing seems implied (Rom 5:12-19, "As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,"). "As in Adam all die" (1 Cor 15:22). Israel "transgressed the covenant" of God as lightly as men break everyday compacts with their fellow-men.

There have they dealt treacherously against me - "there," in the north kingdom, Israel.

Hosea 6:8

(a) Gilead is a city - probably Ramoth-gilead, metropolis of the hilly region beyond Jordan, south of the Jabbok, known as "Gilead" (1 Kings 4:13: cf. "Mount Gilead," Gen 31:21-25).
(b) Of them that work iniquity - (Hos 12:11 "Is there iniquity in Gilead?")

(c) And is polluted with blood - 'marked with blood-traces' (Maurer). Referring to Gilead's complicity in the regicidal conspiracy of Pekah against Pekahiah (2 Kings 15:25). See the note at Hos 6:1. 

Many homicides were there, for there were beyond Jordan more cities of refuge in proportion to the extent of territory, than on this side of Jordan (Num 35:14; Deut 4:41-43; Josh 20:8). Ramoth-gilead was one city of refuge in the tribe of Gad, beyond Jordan; Bezer was another in Reuben; and Golan another in Manasseh.
Hosea 6:9

(a) And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of priests - the association or guild of priests.

(b) Murder in the way by consent - literally, with one shoulder, (cf. Zeph 3:9, "with one consent" - shoulder, margin.) The image is from oxen putting their shoulders together to pull the same yoke (Rivetus). 

(c) Maurer translates, 'in the way toward Shechem.' 

Shechem was a city of refuge between Ebal and Gerizim, on mount Ephraim (Josh 20:7; 21:21), long the civil capital of Ephraim, as Shiloh was the religious capital; now called Naploos; for a time the residence of Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:25), who rebuilt it, after its destruction by Abimelech, son of Jerubbaal, or Gideon (Judg 9:45). The priests there became so corrupted that they waylaid and murdered persons fleeing to the asylum for refuge (Henderson). The sanctity of the place enhanced the guilt of the priests, who abused their priestly privileges, and the right of asylum, to perpetrate murders themselves, or to screen those committed by others (Maurer). For they commit lewdness, [zimaah (OT: 2154)] - deliberate crime, presumptuous wickedness [from zaamam (OT: 2161), to form a deliberate purpose].

7 ‘But they, to a man, have transgressed the Covenant. This is where they have been false to Me: 8 Gilead is a city of evildoers, tracked up with blood. 9 The gang of priests is like the ambuscade of bandits who murder on the road to Shechem, for they have encouraged [Hebrew “done;” cf. 5:1-3] depravity.’  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Hosea 6:10

I have seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel - (Jer 5:30; 18:13; 23:14).
There is the whoredom of Ephraim - "whoredom," idolatry.
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Also, O Judah, he hath set a harvest for thee - "a harvest," namely, of judgments, as in Jer 51:33; Joel 3:13; Rev 14:15. Called a "harvest," because it is the fruit of the seed which, Judah herself hath sown (Hos 8:7; 10:13, "Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity;" Job 4:8; Prov 22:8). Judah, under Ahaz, lost 120,000 "slain in one day (by Israel, under Pekah), because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers."

When I returned the captivity of my people - when I, by Oded my prophet, caused 200,000 women, sons, and daughters of Judah to be restored from captivity by Israel (2 Chron 28:6-15). This prophecy was delivered under Pekah. 

1. Maurer explains, when Israel shall have been exiled for its sins, and has been subsequently restored by me, thou, Judah, also shalt be exiled for thine. But the objection is, Judah's punishment was not at the time when God restored Israel. 

2. Grotius translates, 'When I shall have returned to make captive (i.e., when I shall have again made captive) my people.'

The first captivity of Israel under Tiglath-pileser was followed by a second under Shalmaneser. Then came the siege of Jerusalem, and the capture of the fenced cities of Judah, by Sennacherib, the forerunner of other attacks, ending in Judah's captivity.  But the Hebrew is elsewhere used of restoration, not renewed punishment (Deut 30:3; Ps 14:7, "When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of His people, Jacob shall rejoice"). I therefore prefer either Ludovicus de Dieu's view or, with Pusey 'Judah also shall be punished; but the Lord hath set an harvest of good for thee, O Judah, at last, when I return,' that is, turn again the captivity of my people after the seventy years' coming exile in Babylon. "Then they which sow in tears shall reap in joy" (Ps 126:1, 5). This latter view accords with the beginning of the chapter, "He hath torn, and He will heal us," primarily fulfilled in the return from Babylon.     (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

10 ‘In the House of Israel [“Beth-shean.”] I have seen a horrible thing; Ephraim has fornicated there, Israel has defiled himself. 11 (Even Judah has reaped a harvest of you!).’ Tanakh Hebrew Text 
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7:1-10:15 INCORRIGIBILITY

A-1  7:-1-7.  

Internal wickedness
   Idolatry.
    B-1  7:8-8:3.  
   External trouble.
     Foreigners.



           Political.
A-2  8:4-6.   

Internal wickedness.
   Idolatry.
    B-2  8:7-10.   
   External trouble.
     Foreigners.
A-3  8:11-9:8.

Internal wickedness.
   Idolatry.

    B-3  9:9.
  
   External trouble.
     The days of Gibeah.


Religious.

A-4  9:10-10:8.
Internal wickedness.
   Idolatry.
    B-4  10:9-15.
   External chastisement.  The days of Gibeah.

Hosea 7:1-10

1 WHEN I would heal Israel, then Ephraim's guilt is uncovered, and the wickedness of Samaria; how they practice falsehood, and the thief enters and the troop of bandits ravage and raid without. 2 But they do not consider and say to their minds and hearts that I [earnestly] remember all their wickedness. Now their own doings surround and entangle them; they are before My face. 3 They make the king glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies. 4 They are all [idolatrous] adulterers; their passion smolders like heat of an oven when the baker ceases to stir the fire from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened. 5 On the [special] day of our king the princes made themselves and him sick with the heat of wine; [the king] stretched out his hand with scoffers and lawless men. 

6 For they have made ready their heart, and their mind burns [with intrigue] like an oven while they lie in wait. Their anger smolders all night; in the morning it blazes forth as a flaming fire. 7 They are all hot as an oven and devour their judges; all their kings are fallen; there is none among them who calls to Me. 8 Ephraim mixes himself among the peoples [courting the favor of first one country, then another]; Ephraim is a cake not turned. 9 Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knows it not; yes, gray hairs are sprinkled here and there upon him, and he does not know it. 10 And the pride of Israel testifies against him and to his face. But they do not return to the Lord their God, nor seek nor inquire of nor require Him in spite of all this.   AMP
Hosea 7:4-8

7:4-8 baking metaphors. In the light of the tumultuous nature of Israel's political scene in the 730 s, these baking metaphors are quite apt. The oven depicted here was made of clay and was cylindrical in shape. Examples of this device have been excavated at Taanach and Megiddo. It may have been embedded into the floor or lay on it. The domed roof had a large hole covered by a door through which the baker would first add fuel (wood, dried grass, dung or cakes made from olive residue). Flames would escape through the hole until a hot bed of coals remained. The heat would be captured as the door was closed and would remain for many hours (enough for the bread to be kneaded and allowed to rise). Then the baker would place the slightly raised flat bread on the inner walls of the oven or amongst the coals. 

(1) The metaphor plays on these mundane tasks and well-known images. 

(2) The rebel forces of Pekah fiercely "flamed" within the oven of Israel's political affairs and destroyed Pekahiah's regime in 735. 

(3) The resentment caused by this action smoldered like an oven holding its heat and waiting to burn those in charge. 

(4) Then in 732 Hoshea assassinated Pekah and immediately reversed Israel's political alliances (2 Kings 15:30), 
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Hosea 7:4-8
(5) Shifting to Assyria for help and then three years later once again seeking an Egyptian alliance (see Hosea 7:11).

(6) This muddled policy left Israel "half-baked," like a loaf left on the wall of the oven that had never been turned. 

(7) It was burnt on one side and doughy on the other. 

                   (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

7:1 Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom, and therefore another synonym for it (like Ephraim, see 4:17) [Jewish Study Bible]
7:5-6: These verses are difficult. An alternative translation would be. “On the day of our king, the officials / became sick with the heat of wine; / he stretched out his hand with mockers. / For they are kindled like an oven, their heart burns within them; / all night their anger smolders; / in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire” (NRSV).
[Jewish Study Bible]

Hosea 7:1-7

Their lust was like an overheated oven (Hosea 7:1-7). It's probable that the last statement in 6:11 should be joined with 7:1 to read. "When I would have returned the captivity of My people, when I would have healed Israel." What prevented God from helping His distressed people? They wanted Him to act on their terms and not according to the condition of His holy covenant. They thought they could get away with their many sins, but God saw them all and remembered them (v. 2; contrast Hebrews 10:16-17). Their passion for sin was like a fire in an oven: bank the fire at night, and it will be ready to blaze out in the morning. The oven was so hot that the baker could ignore it all night and know it would be ready for baking his bread in the morning. The "fuel" for the fire was wine, for alcohol and sin often go together.

Hosea describes a palace celebration during which the king and his officers get drunk, and this gives the king's enemies opportunity to overthrow him and even kill him. Remember, Israel had five kings in thirteen years, and four kings were assassinated in twenty years. From Jeroboam I, the first king of Israel, to Hoshea, the last king, there were nine different dynasties! Because the leaders were far from the Lord, the political situations were confused and corrupt.   (The Bible Exposition Commentary)
Hosea 7:1-3

When I would have healed Israel (when I would have restore the fortunes of my people (RSV), the sin of Ephraim and its capital city, Samaria, became apparent. Specifically, sins of falsehood and thievery are mentioned. 

7:2 The rulers of Israel consider not in their hearts that God is judge of their doings. Their consciences had been dulled through constant sinning. Yet their own doings have beset them about. They were entangled in their sin and could not escape. 

7:3 Even the king and the princes were so depraved as to rejoice in the iniquities, which abounded in Israel. The rulers actually profited by the people's sins. The whole body politically was corrupt.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
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Hosea 7:1

Probably delivered in the interreign and civil war at Pekah's death; for Hos 7:7, "all their kings are fallen," refers to the murder of Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah: in Hos 7:8, "Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people." 

(a) The reference seems to be to Menahem's payment of tribute to Pul, in order to secure himself in the usurped throne, 

(b) Also to Pekah's league with Rezin of Syria, 

(c) And to Hoshea's connection with Assyria during the interreign at Pekah's death (Maurer).

(d) When I would have healed Israel. Israel's restoration of the 200,000 Jewish captives at God's command (2 Chron 28:8-15) gave hope of Israel's reformation (Henderson).

(e) Political as well as moral healing is meant.
Then the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered, and the wickedness of Samaria: for they commit falsehood; and the thief cometh in, and the troop of robbers spoiled without. Ephraim is specified as being the royal tribe; Samaria as being the royal city. When I would have healed Israel in its calamitous state, then their iniquity was discovered to be so great as to preclude hope of recovery. Then he enumerates their wickedness’s: "The thief cometh in (doors stealthily), and the troop of robbers spoiled without" (out of doors with open violence).

Hosea 7:2

(A) And they consider not in their hearts - literally, say not to, etc. (Ps 14:1). The voice of conscience no longer pleads in the hardened sinner's heart: the man no longer communes seriously with his own heart.

(B) That I remember all their wickedness - and will punish it.

(C) Now - while they are so reckless as not to "consider in their hearts" - at this very moment.

(D) Now their own doings have beset them about - as so many witnesses against them (Ps 9:16; Prov 5:22, His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be Holden with the cords of his sins").

(E) They are before my face - (Ps 90:8, "Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance").

Hos 7:3

They make the king glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies. Their princes, instead of checking, "have pleasure in them that do" such crimes (Rom 1:32).

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

6:11 ‘When I would restore My people’s fortunes, 7:1 When I would heal Israel, the guilt of Ephraim reveals itself and the wickedness of Samaria. For they have acted treacherously, with thieves breaking in and bands raiding outside. 2 And they do not consider that I remembered all their wickedness. Why, their misdeeds have been all around them [“Me.”], they have been ever before Me. 3 [Verses 3-6 would read well in the order of 4, 6, 3, 5.] In malice they make a king merry, and officials in treachery.’

     Tanakh Hebrew Text
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Hosea 7:4-5

Hosea describes an incident in which king and people were involved in a drunken orgy. 

Hosea 7:4-5
He begins with the generalization; they are all adulterers, stating that evil desires burned within them like the fires of an oven. For the baker there was an interval of rest between the time when he kneaded the dough and the time when it was thoroughly leavened. So Israel would have a brief rest after one indulgence before plunging into yet greater lust and infamy. 

7:5 The day of our king was some special occasion, perhaps the coronation (so the Targum) or a royal birthday (cf. Matt 14:6). The king participated in the revelry - he stretched out his hand with scorners (cf. Prov 21:24; Isa 28:14).     (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 7:4

1. They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker - "all of them" (so the Hebrew), king, princes, and people, are adulterers. As an oven heated by the baker. The Hebrew is literally, 'burning from the baker.' This implies that the fire continued to burn of itself, even after the baker ceased to feed it with fuel. So their lusts were ever on fire, even in the short respite Satan gives until his leaven has worked.

2. Who ceased from rising - rather, from HEATING it [mee`iyr (OT: 5782), the Qal infinitive, from 'iyr, to be hot, or to heat], (Gesenius). 

3. So the Septuagint Their adulterous and idolatrous lust is inflamed as the oven of a baker, who has it at such a heat that he ceased from heating it only from the time that he hath kneaded the dough until it be leavened. He only requires omitting feeding it during the short period of the fermentation of the bread. Compare 2 Peter 2:14, "that cannot cease from sin" (Henderson).

Hosea 7:5

In the day of our king - his birthday or day of inauguration. The weak and sottish King Zachariah is alluded to, according to Pusey, the last of Jehu's line, and who, as appointed by God, is recognized as lawful king by Hoses, who calls him therefore "our king," bad though he was.

The princes have made him sick - namely, the king. Zachariah was slain after a six months' reign, by Shallum, publicly "before the people," no one interposing to save him, so utterly despised he was (2 Kings 15:10). A debauch is probably described in which he took part during his short reign (Pusey). But see the note at Hosea 7:1 reasons for thinking the date is after Pekah's murder by Hoshea: so that Hoshea will thus be meant by "our king." In any case the words "whiles they lie in wait" refer to the plotters against the reigning king, whoever he was, and to their leading him into a drunken debauch for the purpose. Maurer translates, 'make themselves sick.'

With bottles of wine - drinking not merely glasses, but bottles. Maurer translates, as margin, 'owing to the heat of wine.'

He stretched out his hand with scorners - in token of good fellowship with them; the gesture of revelers in holding out the cup, and in drinking to one another's health. Scoffers were the king's boon companions.    (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Hos 7:6-7

1. They have made ready their heart like an oven. The hearts of the wicked courtiers were burning with intrigue. 

2. The Masoretic Text reads their baker sleepeth. 

3. But the LXX and many recent translations suggest: Their anger sleepeth all night; in the morning it burneth as a flaming fire. 

4. If we follow the MT, the baker may be the assassin who, after a night of sleep, attacked the king.

5. Lehrman identifies the assassin with Shallum (2 Kings 15:10). 
6:7 They are all hot, as an oven seems to characterize the closing decades of Israel. Shallum, who killed Zechariah, was in turn killed by Menahem. Four of Israel's last six kings were murdered.

         (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

7:6 their baker sleepeth = their anger smokes: reading the Hebrew ye’sham’ apphem instead of yashen ‘ophehem. Owing to the similarity in pronunciation and in the ancient form of Ayin (‘) and Aleph (‘); these letters were interchanged. The Massorah contains lists of words where Aleph stands for Ayin and vice versa (ref. Ginsburg’s Massorah, vol. 1 Page 57, 514). The Aramaic and Syriac preserve the reading of the primitive text: “their anger smoketh all night” (like the “oven” in verse 4).  

    The Companion Bible

‘For they approach their ambush with their hearts like an oven: Through the night.’ Tanakh Hosea 7:6
‘Because their heart is hot like an oven with their plots, all night their anger is suppressed: and in the morning it burns as a flaming fire.’  Peshitta Hosea 7:6

Hosea 7:6

For they have made ready their heart - rather, 'they make their heart approach,' namely, their king, in going to drink with him (Henderson). But the English version makes the better sense, and is compatible with the Hebrew thus: "They made ready (literally, brought near; margin, applied) their heart" to sin. The "for" gives the reason of their breaking out so readily into open sin-for their hearts were always made by them near to sin, and ready for it, only waiting for the occasion to present itself.

Like an oven - following out the image in Hos 7:4. As it conceals the lighted fire all night, while the baker sleeps, but in the morning burns as a flaming fire, so they brood mischief in their hearts, while conscience is lulled asleep, and their wicked designs wait only for a fair occasion to break forth (Horsley). 

1. The oven is their heart: the baker answers to the ringleader of the plot in each several instance of conspiracy against the reigning monarch (Henderson). 

2. Pusey makes the baker their own evil will, which stirs up whatever evil is in them: or Satan, who having loosed the evil thoughts in the soul, lets the fire and fuel of corrupt affections work together, ready to burst forth at the first opportunity. 
3. In Hos 7:7 their plots appear-namely, the intestine disturbances and murders of one king after another, after Jeroboam II.
4 ‘They commit adultery [“rage”], all of them, like an oven fired by a baker, who desists from stoking only from the kneading of the dough to its leavening. 5 The day they made our king sick (And) officials with the poison of wine, He gave his hand to traitors [I.e. he trusted traitors]. 
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Hosea 7:6
6 For they approach their ambush with their hearts like an oven: Through the night their baker [“rage.”] has slept; in the morning, it flares up like a blazing fire.’  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Hosea 7:7

(a) They are all hot as an oven - all burn with eagerness to cause universal disturbance, (2 Kings 15.)

(b) And have devoured their judges - magistrates; as the fire of the oven devours the fuel.

(c) All their kings are fallen - see notes at the beginning of this chapter. 

(d) Pusey makes the kings fallen to be Zachariah and Shallam (2 Kings 15:10-15, B.C. 772).

(e) None among them that called unto me - such is their perversity that amidst all these national calamities, none seeks help from me (Isa 9:13; 64:7).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)

Hosea 7:8-10

The third simile is that of a half-baked cake (Hosea 7:8). 

A. The nomadic peoples of the East baked their bread on hot rocks. If the dough wasn't turned, one side of the loaf would be burned and the other side uncooked. 

B. Instead of remaining separate from the nations. Israel mixed with the nations and became like them. 

C. Because of her compromising political posture, the nation was "burned" by Assyria on the one hand and left uncooked on the other. 

D. When it comes to our relationship with the Lord, we must be thorough and not "half-baked." 

E. His gracious work must permeate our whole being so that heart, mind, and strength are all devoted to Him. Compromise with the world leads to unbalanced conduct and immature character.

Continuing the theme of compromise, Hosea pictures Israel as a man getting gray and not knowing it (vv. 9-10). By mixing with the nations and ignoring the Lord, the nation was secretly losing her strength, like someone getting older and weaker but in her pride refusing to admit it. This is the tragedy of undetected losses that quietly lead to ultimate failures. Samson made this mistake (Judges 16:20) and so did the church in Laodicea (Revelation 3:17). Israel saw her political strategy failing, but the leaders still refused to turn to the Lord. "The pride of Israel" (Hosea 7:10; see 5:5) refers to Israel's national glory which had greatly eroded since the days of David and Solomon. Selfish politicians and corrupt priests had brought the nation to ruin.  (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Israel's Disastrous Foreign Policy. 7:8-8:3.

Hos 7:8-10

With reference to the foreign policy of Israel, Hosea complains concerning Ephraim that he mixed himself among the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned (ASV). The quest for alliances brought about a situation in which Israel was neither truly Israelite nor truly foreign, but "half-baked," like a pancake cooked on one side only. 

7:9 The foreign nations, described as strangers, had weakened Israel, which already showed signs of age, gray hairs appearing on her head. Yet Israel did not heed the sign, but assumed that she was still in the vigor of youth and able to care for her needs. 
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7:10 The pride of Israel (cf. Hos 5:5). Here evidently God, himself, testifies against his people; but they show no disposition to listen.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Hosea 7:8

Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people - by leagues with idolaters (see remarks on the beginning of this chapter), and the adoption of their idolatrous practices (Hos 7:9, 11; Ps 106:35).

Ephraim is a cake not turned - a cake burnt on one side and unbaked on the other, and so inedible: an image of the worthlessness of Ephraim. The Easterns bake their bread on the ground, covering it with embers (1 Kings 19:6), and turning it every ten minutes, to bake it thoroughly without burning it.

Hos 7:9

Strangers have devoured his strength - "strangers" - foreigners: the Syrians under Hazael, in the reign of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu; and Assyrians, in the reign of Menahem, who paid a thousand talents of silver to be confirmed in the kingdom by Pul, the king of Assyria (2 Kings 13:7; 15:19-20. And Shalmaneser, king of Assyria finally carried Israel away captive, because of the defection of Hoshea, king of Israel, to So, king of Egypt, 2 Kings 17:3-6).

Grey hairs - i.e., symptoms of approaching national dissolution.

Are here and there upon - literally, are sprinkled on him.

Yet he knows not - though old age ought to bring with it wisdom, he neither knows of his senile decay, nor has the true knowledge which leads to reformation.

Hos 7:10

And the pride of Israel testified to his face. Repetition of Hos 5:5.

And they do not return to the Lord their God, nor seek him for all this - notwithstanding all their calamities (Isa 9:13).    (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 7:11-16

11 Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart or understanding; they call to Egypt; they go to Assyria. 12 As they go, I will spread My net over them; I will bring them down like birds of the heavens. I will chastise them according to the announcement [or prediction made] to their congregation [in the Scriptures]. [Leviticus 26:14-39.] 13 Woe to them, for they have wandered from Me! Destruction to them, because they have rebelled and trespassed against Me! Though I would redeem them, yet they have spoken lies against Me. 14 They do not cry to Me from their heart, but they wail upon their beds; they gash and distress and assemble themselves [in mourning] for grain and new wine; they rebel against Me. 15 Although I have chastened them and trained and strengthened their arms, yet they think and devise evil against Me. 16 They turn back, shift, or change, but not upwards [to the Most High]. They are like a deceitful bow; their princes shall fall by the sword for the insolence and rage of their tongue. This shall be [cause for] their derision and scorning in the land of Egypt. AMP
7:11 dove behavior. The vacillating political policy of the kings of Israel is compared to the gullibility (see Proverbs 14:15 for this applied to fools) of doves, who are an easy prey for the fowler's net. In addition, the dove's lack of concern over lost chicks may be compared to Israel's political amnesia with regard to Assyrian policies (see Hosea 5:13). (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
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7:11 Egypt/Assyria. Throughout much of his brief reign, Pekah practiced an anti-Assyrian policy and sought aid from the Egyptians. This had led to the campaign of Tiglath-Pileser III described in 2 Kings 15:29 that resulted in the capture of much of the Galilee region and a deportation of Israelites to Assyria (see the comment on 2 Kings 15:25-31). Once Hoshea had come to the throne, he initially had to pay tribute to the Assyrians, but then sent envoys to Egypt (see the comment on 2 Kings 17:4). Such duplicity enraged the Assyrian king Shalmaneser V, and he besieged Samaria for three years. His successor, Sargon II, then took the city in 721 and deported much of the Israelite population (see the comment on 2 Kings 17:6).  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
7:12. bird hunting. There were a number of different techniques used to snare birds. Although hunters might simply use a sling, throwing stick (as in the Beni Hasan tomb painting) or a bow to take down individual fowl, the majority of instances in the biblical text and in ancient art depict large flocks of birds being captured in nets or cages. For instance, the tomb of Ka-Gemmi at Saqqarah (Sixth Dynasty Egypt) portrays the fowler using a net. Apparently some fowlers also used decoys in their snares to attract the birds along with bait food (attested in Ecclesiasticus 11:30). Clearly, Israel's kings have been snared in the net of political ambitions cast by both of the ancient super powers, Egypt and Assyria. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
7:16. faulty bow. The composite bow, made from a combination of wood, horn and animal tendons (indicated in the Ugaritic Tale of Aqhat), was subject to changes in weather and humidity. If it was not kept in a case, it could loose its strength and be described as unreliable or slack (see Psalms 78:57). The Assyrian wisdom sayings of Ahiqar speak of the arrows of the wicked being turned back on them, and this may also be part of Hosea's condemnation of the Israel's leaders (see Psalms 64:2-7). 

     (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

7:11 Relying on other nations is viewed as tantamount to rebelling against God, a view governing other biblical texts, especially Isaiah and Chronicles (e.g. Isaiah 31:1; 2 Chronicles 16:7-9). Egypt and Assyria (cf. 11:5; 12:2) were the main powers of the period in which the book is set, and particularly towards the end of that period. They remained the two main powers until Babylonia replaced Assyria as the main northern power in the late (7the century BCE). Reliance on Egypt verses Assyria  (later Babylonia) is a common theme in prophetic literature. Historically, however, the debacle of the Northern Kingdom followed its disastrous alliance with Aram, the main regional power that opposed Assyria at the time. Egypt’s intervention in these events was quite marginal. But references to the Aram verses Assyria conflict that predominated in the time period noted in the superscription of the book (1:1) is found nowhere in Hosea.
[Jewish Study Bible] 
Hosea 7:11-16

In their political policies, the Israelites were like a silly dove (7:11-12). First they turned to Egypt for help and then to Assyria, and both nations proved to be false allies (5:13; 8:8-10; 12:1). If the leaders had listened to the prophets, they would have known that Assyria would one day invade the land (9:3; 10:5-6; Isaiah 7:18-8:10). God warned that Israel's "flying here and there" would come to an end when He caught them in His net and gave them to the King of Assyria. God is in control of the nations, but His people would not obey Him. According to the covenant God had with His people, the Jews could trade with the other nations, but they were not to enter into political alliances that would compromise their obedience to the Lord. "I see a people who live apart and do not consider themselves one of the nations" (Numbers 23:9, NIV). "You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own" (Leviticus 20:26, NIV). Solomon used many wives to form alliances with other nations, and this was the beginning of the nation's downfall (1 Kings 11:1 ff).
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The final image is a faulty bow (Hosea 7:14-16), because God couldn't depend on Israel to be faithful. (This image is also used in Psalms 78:57.) God had called Israel and trained them, so they should have been able to "hit the target." But because they had strayed from the Lord, rebelled against Him, lied to Him (in their feigned repentance), and refused to call upon Him, so they could not win the battle. As we review these images, we might take inventory of our own devotion to the Lord. How lasting is it? How deep is it? How strong is it? How serious is it? How dependable is it? (Bible Exposition Commentary)
Hosea 7:11-12

The fickleness of Israel is stressed in terms of a silly dove, having no understanding. First it calls to Egypt, and then goes to Assyria. Hosea saw alliances with both Egypt and Assyria as evidence of lack of confidence in the Lord. 

7:12. In their confused flights, God says, I will spread my net upon them. The birds would thus be brought to the ground by God. Israel could find deliverance neither from Egypt nor from Assyria. God humbled her for her rebellion.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Note: history has a way of repeating itself

1. Israel as a young country had to rely on the United States and any other friendly country for help.

2. The nations around Israel have attacked and attacked this tiny nation of Israel and have lost.

3. Now we have a nation called Iran who has rockets that could reach Israel and is working on a system of employing nuclear weapons on this rockets.

4. They have threatened to wipe Israel off the face of the earth.

5. We now have a president who is fighting against Israel, and wanting them to rely completely on the protecting of the United States and under this present information that would be foolish.

    GOD IS NOT CONSIDERED AFTER GERMANYS GENOSIDE   Paul the Learner  
Hosea 7:11

Ephraim also is like a silly dove - a bird proverbial for simplicity: easily deceived. Silly - lit, open, simple, easily persuaded, whether to good or bad [powtaah (OT: 6601)]. Without heart - i.e., understanding. They call to Egypt. Israel, lying between the two great rival empires, Egypt and Assyria, sought each by turns to help her against the other. Since this prophecy was written in the reign of Hoshea, the allusion is probably to the alliance with So or Sabacho II (of which a record has been found on the clay cylindrical seals in Kouyunjik), which ended in the overthrow of Hoshea and the deportation of Israel (2 Kings 17:3-6). As the dove betrays its silliness by fleeing in alarm from its nest, only to fall into the net of the fowler, so Israel, though warned that foreign alliances would be her ruin, rushed into them.

Hos 7:12

When they shall go - to seek aid from this or that foreign state.

I will spread my net upon them - as on birds taken on the ground (Ezek 12:13); as contrasted with --

I will bring them down as the fowls of the heaven - namely, by the use of missiles.

I will chastise them, as their congregation hath heard - namely, by my prophets, through whom I threatened 'chastisement' (Hos 5:9; 2 Kings 17:13-18). (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
Hos 7:13-15

Woe unto them! Israel fled from God like a bird scared out of its nest, but in doing so she left her only safe abode. The RSV reads, I would redeem them, but they speak lies against me. God desired to show mercy to his confused and erring people, but they had hardened their hearts. 
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SECTION TWO

Hosea 7:13-15
7:14 When trouble came, they howled upon their beds in grief, but still they did not cry unto the Lord. Because they needed food, they assemble themselves for corn and wine, desiring the gift but not the Giver. A variant reading of some Hebrew manuscripts, followed by the LXX, reads, they cut themselves, alluding to the practice of cutting the body as a sign of mourning (Deut 14:1; Lev 19:28; 21:5; Jer 16:6; 41:5; 47:5; 48:37). 

7:15 In better days God had bound (or trained) and strengthened their arms, enabling them to stand before the foe; yet Israel rejected his revealed will.    (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 7:13

Woe unto them! For they have fled from me - as birds from their nest (Prov 27:8; Isa 16:2).
From me - who both could and would have healed them (Hos 7:1), had they applied to me.

Though I have redeemed them - from Egypt and their other enemies (Mic 6:4).

Yet they have spoken lies against me - (Ps 78:36; Jer 3:10). Pretending to be my worshippers, when they all the while worshipped idols (Hos 7:14; 12:1); also defrauding me of the glory of their deliverance, and ascribing it and their other blessings to idols. The [I] and the [they] are in the Hebrew emphatic. "I redeemed them:" their requital was, 'they spoke lies against me' (Calvin).

Hosea 7:14

And they have not cried unto me with their heart - but unto other gods (Maurer). (Job 35:9-10.) Or, rather, they did indeed cry unto me, but not "with their heart:" answering to "lies," Hosea 7:13 

When they howled upon their beds - sleepless with anxiety. Image of deep affliction. Their cry is termed howling, as it is the cry of anguish, not the cry of repentance and faith.

They assemble themselves for corn ... - literally, 'assemble themselves tumultuously' [guwd (OT: 1464)] - namely, in the temples of their idols, to obtain from them a good harvest and vintage (like the tumultuous clamoring of Baal's priests to their idol, when they were gathered against Elijah on mount Carmel), instead of coming to me, the true Giver of these (Hos 2:5,8,12), proving that their cry to God was not "with their heart."

And they rebel against me - lit, 'withdraw themselves (or turn aside) against me' - i.e., not only withdrew from me, but also rebel against me.   (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

The answer from the false gods.
‘And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.’ 1 Kings 18:27

The answer from Jehovah the true God.

‘Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God.’  1 Kings 18:38, 39
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Hosea 7:15

Though I have bound and strengthened their arms – 

(a) When I saw their arms as it were relaxed with various disasters, I bound them, so as to strengthen their sinews: image from surgery, (Calvin). 

(b) Maurer translates, 'I instructed them' to war (Ps 18:34; 144:1, "The Lord teaches my hands to war, and my fingers to fight") - namely, under Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:25). 

(c) Grotius better explains, 'Whether I chastised them (margin) or strengthened their arms, they imagine mischief against me.' 

(d) [The English version, after the Hebrew commentators, seems to have confounded yaasar, to chastise, the text here, with 'aacar (OT: 631), to bind]. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)

‘I braced, I strengthened their arms, and they plot evil against Me!  Tanakh Hosea 7:15

‘Though I have bound = though I, even I, have warned (or instructed). Compare Psalms 18:34; 144:1
     The Companion Bible by Baxter
Hosea 7:16
They return, but not to the Most High may be rendered literally, they turn - not upward. Israel turned for help, but not to God. She looked to the broken reed of Egypt for aid. A deceitful bow fails to shoot the arrow at the chosen target. So Israel's political moves did not accomplish their aim. The princes had spoken boastful words in defiance of the Lord, but the rage of their tongue would be their undoing. They expected help from Egypt, but all they would get would be derision. (Wycliffe Bible Comm.)
Hosea 7:16

They return, but not to the Most High - or, 'to one who is not the Most High,' one very different from Him, a stock or a stone. So the Septuagint.

They are like a deceitful bow - (Ps 78:57). A bow, which, from its faulty construction, shoots wide of the mark. So Israel pretends to seek God, but turns aside to idols.

Their princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue - their boast of safety from Egyptian aid, and their "lies" (Hos 7:13) whereby they pretended to serve God, while worshipping idols; also, their perverse defense for their idolatries and blasphemies against God and his prophets (Ps 73:9; 120:2-3).

This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt - their "fall" shall be the subject of "derision" to Egypt, to whose king, So, they applied for help (Hosea 9:3,6, "Ephraim shall return to Egypt ... Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis shall bury them;" 2 Kings 17:4). The raging and suicidal fanaticism of the Jews astonished even the Romans, who were the executioners of God's vengeance on them. Such is the portion of all who forsake God for the world: the world, which was the instrument of their sin, shall be the instrument of their punishment.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

16 ‘They come back; they have been of no use, like a slack bow. Their officers shall fall by the sword, because of the stammering [Cf. Arabic zaghum and zughmum “a stammerer.”] of their tongues. Such shall be (the results of) their jabbering [I.e. the negotiations conducted in the Egyptian language.]. In the land of Egypt.’  Tanakh Hebrew Text 
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