HISTORY OF THE KINGS

LESSON 12
APPENDIXES
2 Chron 36:22-23

22 The Proclamation of Cyrus 

(Ezra 1:1-4)

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 

23 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:

All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up!

NKJV

2 Chron 36:22-23

To point out still further how exactly God had fulfilled His word by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, it is in conclusion briefly mentioned that God, in the first year of Coresh king of Persia, stirred up the spirit of this king to cause a command to go forth in all his kingdom, that Jahve, the God of heaven, who had given him all the kingdoms of the earth, had commanded him to build again His temple in Jerusalem, and that whoever belonged to the people of God might go up to Jerusalem. 
With this comforting prospect for the future, the author of the Chronicle closes his consideration of the prae-exilic history of the people of God without completely communicating the contents of the royal edict of Cyrus, since he purposed to narrate the history of the restoration of Judah to their own land in a separate work. 
This we have in the book of Ezra, which commences by giving us the whole of the edict of Cyrus the king of the Persians (Ezra 1:1-3), and then narrates the return of a great part of the people to Jerusalem and Judah, the rebuilding of the temple, and the re-settlement in the land of their fathers of those who had returned.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

SPECIAL NOTE ON 2 CHRONICLES 36:21.

Three Periods of seventy years are assigned to these three respectively, and it is necessary that they should be differentiated: 
1. The “Servitude” began in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and the first of Nebuchadnezzar, when the “Kingdom” passed under Chaldean rule for seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11, ‘And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years’). This period closed with the capture of Babylon by Darius the Median (Astyages), and the “Decree” of Cyrus to rebuild the Temple. It lasted from 496 BCE to 426 BCE.
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2. The “Captivity” commenced, and is dated by Ezekiel from the carrying away to Babylon of Jechoniah, in the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 24:8-16). This was in 489 B.C.E. Consequently, when the “Servitude” ended in 426 B.C.E., the “Captivity” had lasted for sixty-three (9x7) years. Seven years later Cyrus died, in 419 B.C.E. That year (419) is further notable for:
A. The appointment of Nehemiah as Governor of Jerusalem by Cambyses (Neh. 5:14).

B. The completion of “the wall” in fifty-two days (Neh. 6:15); and
C. The fact it marks the end of the fifth of the “seven sevens” of Daniel 9:25. The “Captivity” lasting from 489 B.C.E. to 419 B.C.E.
     3. The “Desolations” commenced with the beginning of the third and last siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 479 B.C.E., and cover a period of “seventy years,” ending in the second year of Darius Hystaspis: i.e. in 409 B.C.E.
This “threescore and ten years” which is referred to here (2 Chron. 36:21), is the fulfillment of Leviticus 26:32-35, ‘And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy her Sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies’ land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her Sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate shall rest; because it did not rest in your Sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.’ And has reference to “the Land.”
It is this period of which Daniel says he “understood by books,” as being the number of the years that Jehovah “would accomplish in the Desolations of Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:2 ‘In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.’)
The Darius here (Dan. 9:1) is evidently Cyrus, the son of Astyages and as the first year of his reign was 426 B.C.E., it follows that seventeen years had, then, yet to run before the “Desolations” of the Land were ended, in 409 B.C.E.

Hence, Daniel’s prayer, that follows, resulted in the giving to him the famous prophecy of the “seventy sevens” of years contained in Daniel 9:20-27.
SEVENTY WEEKS. These are seventy weeks of years referred to in Daniel's prophecy (Dan 9:20-27). During these seventy weeks of seven years each Daniel prophesied that Israel's national chastisement would be terminated and the nation reestablished in "everlasting righteousness" (v. 24). In Daniel's vision the weeks are divided into three parts: 
1. Seven weeks equaling 49 years; 
2. Sixty-two weeks, totaling 434 years; 
3. One week equaling 7 years (vv. 25-27). 
In the seven weeks, or 49 years, Jerusalem was to be reconstructed in "times of distress." This was brought to pass as recorded in the books of Ezra-Nehemiah. In the sixty-two weeks, or 434 years, the Messiah was to come at His first advent (v. 25), fulfilled in the Messiah's birth and His being "cut off" and having "nothing" at the crucifixion. The date of Christ's crucifixion is evidently not specified except that it is to be after the "sixty-two weeks." 
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‘And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes.’ Luke 19:41, 42

Note: see my study on Prophecy – The Seventy Weeks of Years at www.lakesideministies.com 

The city was to be destroyed by "the people of the prince who is to come." This was fulfilled by the Romans under Titus in A.D. 70 AD. Verse 27, by many commentators, is connected immediately with the events of the first advent. However, many premillennialists place it in the end time and between vv. 26 and 27. In this extended period they place the church age as an era unrevealed in OT prophecy (Matt 13:11-17; Eph 3:1-10). 
During this time it is maintained that the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (Matt 13:1-50) and the out-calling of the church are consummated. According to this view, the church age will terminate at an unspecified moment and will usher in Daniel's seventieth week. The personage of v. 27 thus, under their interpretation, is identical with the little horn of Dan 7, who will make a covenant with the Jews to restore their Judaic ritual for one week-seven years. 
In the middle of the week he will break the covenant and fulfill 12:11 and 2 Thess 2:3-11. This interpretation views v. 27 as dealing with the last three-and-one-half years of the Great Tribulation (Matt 24:15-28). This era is connected with the "time of distress" spoken of by Daniel (Dan 12:1), with the "abomination of desolation" (Matt 24:15) and with the "hour of testing" (Rev 3:10). It is thus apparent that Dan 9:27 is a battleground between the various millennial schools of eschatological thought. See Daniel, Book of; Weeks.

(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
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