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SECTION ONE
1 Sam 8:1-22 Bible Text
8:1 Israel Demands a King 

Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice. 

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations." 

6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day — with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods — so they are doing to you also. 9 Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them." 

10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who asked him for a king. 11 And he said,” This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots. 12 He will appoint captains over his thousands and captains over his fifties will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 14 And he will take the best of your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his servants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and servants. 16 And he will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young men, and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants. 18 And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the LORD will not hear you in that day." 

19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, "No, but we will have a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles." 

21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated them in the hearing of the LORD. 22 So the LORD said to Samuel,” Heed their voice, and make them a king."

And Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Every man go to his city." 

NKJV
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1000 B.C.E.  [Before the Common Era]

Saul

The kingdom begins. With the anointing of Saul the 450 years of  Acts 13:20 end, completing the time of Samuel the prophet. Saul’s accession took place 490 years after the Tabernacle was “set up” for Jehovah to dwell among, and reign over the children of Israel. Compare Exodus 25:8.

The chronology in the book of Acts 13:18-23 gives us the following:

1. “Forty years….in the wilderness,” (then follows verse 19 in parenthesis and the record continues with v. 20).
2. After that He gave (unto them) Judges about the space of 450 years until (ews – heos = completing the time of) Samuel the prophet.”

3. Saul reigned for 40 years.

4. David for 40 years.

1 Kings 1:1-2:11.
5. Solomon 40 years.

1 Kings 2:12-11:43
6. Rehoboam


1 Kings 12:1-15
The first king of Israel, son of Kish of the tribe of Benjamin. Handsome and tall (1 Samuel 9:2), he proved a charismatic leader (1 Samuel 11:7). See study in Samuel for further information.
SAUL

Monarchy Established. The establishment of a monarchy is introduced by the negotiations of the elders of Israel with Samuel concerning the appointment of a king (1 Sam 8).

Meeting of Saul with Samuel. Having been sent by his father after some strayed donkeys, Saul went with his servant through the mountains of Ephraim, through Shalishah and Shaalim, and after that through the land of Benjamin, without finding the donkeys. Arriving at Zuph, he determined to return home, because he was afraid that his father would worry about them (Saul and the servant). 
But his servant proposed that they should go and consult the man of God who was in the city near at hand, and learn from him what they should do. Samuel, having been forewarned by God, met Saul at the gate of the city, told him he was the one for whom he looked, and invited him to a feast, assuring him that the donkeys were found. He awakened the expectation of Saul by the question, "And for who is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for your entire father's household?" (9:20).

Saul Anointed. Early the next day they arose and, after the servant was sent on, Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it upon Saul's head, kissed him, and said, "Has not the Lord anointed you a ruler over His inheritance?" (9:27; 10:1). To confirm the consecration Samuel gave him three signs that should occur on his journey home-first, two men at the tomb of Rachel should meet him and tell him of the finding of the donkeys and the anxiety of Saul's father for him; second, three men would be met in the plain of Tabor, going with sacrifices to Bethel, and they would give Saul two loaves from their offerings; third, at Gibeah he would meet a company of prophets, and he himself would prophesy (10:2-13).

Chosen King. The mysterious interview with Samuel did not seem to suffice for the full acknowledgment of Saul as king. Samuel, therefore, called a national assembly at Mizpah and here instructed the tribes to choose a king by lot. The result of the lot was regarded as a divine decision, and Saul was accredited in the sight of the whole nation as the king appointed by the Lord; also he himself was more fully assured of the certainty of his own election on the part of God. 
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Saul had hidden but was found, brought before the people, introduced to them by Samuel, and received by them with the cry "Long live the king!" He returned to his home in Gibeah, followed by a band of men "whose hearts God had touched." But he already began to taste the bitterness of royalty, for there were some who said, "How can this one deliver us?" (10:13-27), c. 1025 BC 

(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
DAVID

Early Activity as King. Saul's death resulted in a crisis in the political history of Israel, and a period of civil war followed. David took up his residence at Hebron in the hill country of Judah, some nineteen miles SW of Jerusalem. There he was anointed king over the house of Judah and reigned 7 1/2 years over that tribe (2 Sam 2:1-11). 
Meanwhile the long civil war between the house of Saul and the house of David eventuated in extermination of the house of Saul and David's being anointed king over all Israel (2:8-5:5). The most important event of his early reign was capturing Jebusite (which see) Jerusalem (which see) and making that the capital of his realm. Despite the apparent impregnable defense of the place, David took the stronghold, evidently by ascending the stout walls with a grappling hook. 

Although David's men probably scaled the walls of Jerusalem and did not gain entrance to the Jebusite fortress as previously believed, through the city's underground water system, archaeology has proved conclusively that the "stronghold of Zion" and subsequently "the city of David" (5:7), which the king constructed, were situated on the Eastern hill above the Gihon fountain and not on the so-called Western hill of Zion. 
Having conquered the city, David made it his capital, displaying great wisdom in that decision. The city stood on the border of Judah and Israel, and its neutral location tended to allay the jealousy between the northern and southern portions of his kingdom. Its liberation from the Canaanites opened the highway between Judah and the North, which greatly facilitated both commerce and foreign relationships and was a potent factor in the unity of the kingdom.

Subjugation of Neighboring States. A united Israel under a virile personality like David aroused the fear and jealousy of the Philistines, who were decisively defeated by David (2 Sam 5:17-25; 1 Chron 18:1; 2 Sam 21:15-22). So complete was David's subjugation of the inveterate enemy of Israel that their power was effectively nullified. David also conquered the Moabites, Aramaeans, Ammonites, Edomites, and Amalekites (8:10; 12:26-31). 
He was enabled to build up a substantial empire for his son Solomon, which reached from Ezion-geber on the Gulf of Aqabah in the South to the region of Hums bordering on the city-state of Hamath in the North (see W. F. Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel [1931], p. 131).

Organization of the Kingdom. David's administrative achievements, although overshadowed by his colorful, personal, skillful diplomacy and brilliant military strategy, were outstanding. That is clearly reflected in the extensive kingdom he left behind him and the preservation of accounts of efficient organization (cf. 1 Chron 22:17-27:34). 
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His kingdom was organized, in part at least, on Egyptian models (cf. Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel, p. 120). Among official Egyptian institutions, which he copied, probably through Phoenician or other channels, was the division of the functions between the "recorder" mazkir, the "secretary" sopher (18:15-16), and the "charge of thirty" (cf. 27:6). He also efficiently organized his army (2 Sam 8:16), which included a special personal bodyguard of mercenaries, presumably of Philistine extraction, called Cherethites and Pelethites (8:18).
Establishment of Levitical Cities. Although these cities included the cities of refuge (Num 35), which were provided for by Moses before entrance into the land and established by Joshua after the conquest (Josh 21:2), it was unlikely that before the time of Saul or David many of these places, such as Gezer, Ibleam, Taanach, Rehob Jokneam, and Nahalo (cf. chap. 21) were actually apportioned to the Levitical priests, since these places were not in Israelite hands before that time. 
Towns such as Eltekeh and Gibbethon were under Philistine domination previous to the Davidic era. And such small places as Allemeth and Anathoth in the tribe of Benjamin could scarcely have been established as Levitical towns previous to the removal of the Tabernacle to Nob in the time of Saul. It seems likely that they were apportioned to the Levites after David's conquest of Jebusite Jerusalem, making it his capital; since there is no doubt that he planned some kind of administrative reorganization of the Israelite confederation.

Allocation of Cities of Refuge. A wise administrator like David would hardly have overlooked need for asylum for one unjustly accused of crime. Scholars are quite certain that the six cities of refuge as well as the forty-eight Levitical cities figured prominently in David's political reorganization. Such a provision would rule out clan and tribal feuds, which flourished during the period of the judges and were commonly destructive (Judg 8:1-4; Josh 19:1-21:25). 
David's wise statesmanship was fully aware that a well-grounded kingdom would not tolerate blood feuds, and he was quick to take advantage of the Mosaic provision of six refuge cities, three on each side of the Jordan, for the purpose of consolidating the kingdom and contributing to its peace.

Jerusalem Made a Religious Center. His most important single act in that direction was the removal of the Ark to Jerusalem from Kiriath-jearim, where Israel's sacred chest had been, except for a brief period at Beth-Shemesh after the Philistines, in whose territory it had been kept since the battle of Ebenezer (c. 1050 BC), had brought it back to Israel. 
The first attempt to bring up the Ark proved abortive (cf. 2 Sam 6:11-15; 1 Chron 15:13), because it was not carried according to prescribed Mosaic regulations (Num 4:5,15,19), and David's resort to the Philistine expedient of a new cart drawn by cows (cf. 1 Sam 6:7-8) led to the death of Uzzah. Finally after four months and with great religious celebration the Ark was brought up to the city of David (2 Sam 6:12-15) when David was "dancing before the Lord . . . wearing a linen ephod" (6:14). 
The ephod, now illustrated from the Assyrian and Ugaritic texts, was formerly an ordinary garment worn apparently especially by women. Not until later centuries did the ephod become restricted to religious and, subsequently, to priestly use. 
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In Israel, however, it early became a distinctive 

part of the dress of the Levitical priesthood. Its use by David on this occasion was evidently in his capacity as Yahweh's anointed king and as His special representative. The Davidic tent was certainly copied after the specifications of the Mosaic prototype, like the one that had existed at Nob (1 Sam 21:1, 9).

Organization of Sacred Music. Despite modern criticism's denial that David organized Hebrew sacred music; archaeological findings tend to show there is nothing incongruous in the light of conditions existing in the ancient Near Eastern world around 1000 BC with the biblical representation of David as a patron saint of Jewish hymnology and the organizer of Temple music. 
Palestinian musicians were well known in antiquity, as shown by the Egyptian and Mesopotamian monuments in the early nineteenth century B.C. Semitic craftsmen carried musical instruments with them when they went down into Egypt, as is shown by the famous relief from Beni-Hasan, 169 miles above Cairo. 
The epic religious literature discovered at Ras Shamra portrays the singers (sharim) as forming a special class of personnel at Ugarit as early as 1400 BC The OT narratives themselves give considerable prominence to David's musical and poetical gifts. Musical guilds have been shown by archaeological and linguistic evidence to have been prominent among the Canaanites.

(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)

Solomon will be listed under the Kings of Judah
From 1 Kings 12:16 – 2 Kings 25:30 we find the kingdom of Israel divided into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah. This happened during the time of Rehoboam son of Solomon.
THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM

The King of Israel

1. Jeroboam I
 (“May the people grow numerous”)

Jeroboam I, son of Nebat from Zeredah in Ephraim (1 Kings 11:26); the first king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (928-907 B.C.). Under Solomon he had been in charge of the corvee of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh but later rebelled against the king (1 Kings 11:26-28). The prophet, Ahijah the Shilonite, through the symbolic act of tearing his robe into 12 pieces and giving ten of them to Jeroboam, foretold that Jeroboam would rule over ten of the twelve tribes of Israel after Solomon’s death.

When Solomon attempted to kill Jeroboam, the latter fled to Egypt and was protected by King Shishak until Solomon died (1 Kings 11:29-49). Upon his return after Solomon’s death and the accession of Rehoboam, Jeroboam was appointed king by the leaders of the people at Shechem after Rehoboam had refused to ease the load on the people (1 Kings 12:20).
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JEROBOAM 1 CONTINUED

Thus northern Israel became politically independent from the house of David and continual warfare persisted between the two kingdoms throughout his reign (1 Kings 14:30; 2 Chronicles 13:3-19). Among his varied activities Jeroboam fortified Shechem as his first capital, then Penuel in Transjordan (1 Kings 12:25), and finally made Tirzah his capital as alluded to by 1 Kings 14:17.
He placed golden calves in Bethel and Dan, turning these places into holy shrines in competition with Jerusalem. According to 1 Kings 14:1-18, when his son Abijah fell sick, his mother went in disguise to the prophet Ahijah who predicted the boy’s death and the eventual doom of Jeroboam’s house.

The kingdom was ravaged in the fifth year of Jeroboam’s reign, by Shishak the king of Egypt (1 Kings 14:25-28; 2 Chronicles 12:2-12); and the inscription on the walls of the temple of Karnak in Egypt tells of this campaign. As Jeroboam’s kingdom was weakened, Abijah, King of Judah, succeeded in conquering territories in southern Ephraim (2 Chronicles 13:3-19).

2. Nadab
The son of Jeroboam 1, King of Israel, (907-906 B.C.). Succeeding his father, he began to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa King of Judah. Although it is recorded that he reigned for two years, it must have been less as he was murdered by Baasha, the son of Ahijah, at Gibbethon, in the third year of Asa’s reign (1 Kings 15:25-28). His death and the death of his family marked the end of the house of Jeroboam (1 Kings 15:29).

3. Baasha

The son of Ahijah of the tribe of Issachar; King of Israel, (906-883 B.C.). He became king after assassinating King Nadab during the siege of Philistine – occupied Gibbethon (1 Kings 15:27-28). Baasha reigned for 24 years at Tirzah, the new capital of northern Israel. By massacring all the members of the house of Jeroboam I, he put an end to Ephraim’s hegemony over the northern tribes.

After concluding a treaty with King Ben-Hadad I of Aram-Damascus, Baasha undertook a military campaign against King Asa of Judah, and succeeded in capturing Ramah, north of Jerusalem (1 Kings 15:16, 32). However, Baasha capitulated when Ben-Hadad responded to Asa’s bribe and invaded Israel’s northern territory (1 Kings 15:17-20). According to the Bible, Baasha died a peaceful death (1 Kings 16:6).

4. Elah

A King of Israel, son of Baasha (1 Kings 16:6, 8, 13) who succeeded his father and reigned in Tirzah for two years (1 Kings 16:8). He was murdered by his servant Zimri while “he was in Tirzah drinking himself drunk” (1 Kings 16:9-10). King Elah reigned from (883 to 882 B.C.).
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5. Zimri

King of Israel in (882 B.C.). Having previously been the commander of half of King Elah’s chariotry, Zimri conspired against his master while he was feasting, assassinated him, and seized the throne. He then exterminated the entire house of Baasha, Elah’s father, not sparing a single male (1 Kings 16:8-12).

However, when Elah’s army, which was then besieging Gibbethon of the Philistines, heard of Zimri’s coup and the assassination of the king, they proclaimed Omri, their commander – in – chief, King of Israel. 

Omri at once marched up from Gibbethon and captured the city of Tirzah, the royal residence of those days. In view of the hopeless situation, Zimri retreated to the royal palace and committed suicide by setting it on fire while he was within (1 Kings 16:16-18).

Zimri reigned for only seven days. A generation later, Jezebel sarcastically addressed Jehu, the usurper of her son’s throne, as “Zimri, murderer of your master” (2 Kings 9:31). Thus Zimri became a symbol of the slave who turns against his master.
6. Omri

King of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (882-871 B.C.) and a contemporary of Asa, King of Judah. The concise record accorded to his 12 year reign is found in (1 Kings 16:16-28) where it states that he had previously served as general of King Elah’s army. 

With the assassination of Elah by another general, Zimri, and the latter’s seizure of the throne in Tirzah, Omri was proclaimed king by the Israelite army while encamped against Gibbethon of the Philistines (1 Kings 16:15-17). Omri immediately set out for Tirzah and captured it.

With the death of Zimri (who committed suicide by burning the royal palace over himself), Omri had to contend with yet another aspirant to the throne, Tibni the son of Ginath, who was supported by half of the people of Israel. The four-year civil war ended in Omri’s victory and the death of Tibni (1 Kings 16:17-22).

The biblical account mentions one significant act of Omri: the transfer of his royal residence from Tirzah to a new capital, which he himself established on a hill named Samaria (1 Kings 16:24). The record concludes with a passing reference to other acts of Omri involving displays of might, without specifying the nature of these acts (1 Kings 16:26)

HISTORICAL REFERENCE:

The Moabite Stone (the inscription of Mesha, king of Moab, now in the Louvre) affords
 some insight into Omri’s military prowess; it shows that Omri subjugated the land of Moab and conquered the land of Medeba, north of Arnon. Furthermore, from the biblical account relating to King Ahab, Omri’s son and successor, it can be inferred that Omri was hard pressed by the Assyrians who wrested from him a few cities and extraterritorial rights in Samaria (1 Kings 20:34).
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7. Ahab

The son of Omri, and the seventh king of Israel. Ahab reigned over the Israelite kingdom at Samaria for 22 years (871-852 B.C.). He entered into a political marriage with Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the Sidonians (1 Kings 16:28-31). 
Under Jezebel’s influence the cult of idols penetrated into Samaria where Ahab himself built a pagan temple (1 Kings 16:32-33). Some 450 priests of Baal and 400 prophets of the goddess Asherah enjoyed her protection (1 Kings 18:18-19).

The altar of the Lord was destroyed (1 Kings 18:30) and Jezebel had Israel’s prophets killed. It was only thanks to Obadiah – a court official and a devout worshiper of God – that 100 prophets were saved. Obadiah hid them in caves and fed them with bread and water (1 Kings 18:3-4, 13; 19:10).

The prophet Elijah, who fought fiercely to preserve the monotheistic [One God] worship from the cult of Baal, warned Ahab that the country would suffer a severe drought which would end at his [Elijah’s] bidding only.
The king blamed Elijah for the drought and resulting famine in Samaria, but Elijah refuted the accusation (1 Kings 18:18). He then challenged the pagan prophets on Mount Carmel and proved their inefficacy.

The pagan priests were seized and executed (1 Kings 18:20-40), and the rains came. Ahab informed Jezebel of Elijah’s victory and of the defeat of the priest of her cult, and the queen vowed to pursue him relentlessly (1 Kings 19:1-2).

Jezebel exerted an equally evil influence on the king in other matters: when Naboth the Jezreelite refused to sell or exchange his vineyard which Ahab desired, Jezebel had him falsely accused of “cursing god and King,” and he was subsequently stoned to death (1 Kings 21:1-16). When Ahab went to take possession of the vineyard, he was confronted by Elijah who denounced him as a murderer.
The prophet predicted that, as the dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, so dogs would lick up Ahab and Jezebel’s blood and “whoever belongs to Ahab” would be eaten by dogs. The execution of the punishment, however, was postponed because Ahab became deeply repentant (1 Kings 21:17-29).

During Ahab’s reign the Kingdom of Israel played an important part in international affairs. Ahab continued the policies of his father Omri, maintaining peaceful relations with Phoenicia in the north and with Judah in the south. 

These were strengthened on the one hand by his marriage to Jezebel, and on the other by the marriage of his daughter, Athaliah, to Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah (2 Kings 8:18; 2 Chronicles 18:1).
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Ahab continued

Ahab was also very active in strengthening his kingdom internally. He completed the building of the city of Samaria begun by Omri, and fortified other cities, such as Jericho. Carved ivory plaques found at the site of Ahab’s palace at Samaria confirm that here was “his ivory house” (1 Kings 22:39), and other finds also point to the wealth of the kingdom.

Ahab, however, was continually being harassed by Ben-Hadad the Aramean King of Damascus, who engaged Ahab in three wars. Ben-Hadad, together with 32 vassal rulers, succeeded in advancing as far as Samaria, and laid siege to the city.
Ahab at first meekly accepted the enemy’s demands, but Ben-Hadad’s insulting and arrogant behavior roused Ahab’s indignation, and brought the people to unite under his rule (1 Kings 20:3-6, 10, 13-21). The Syrians were routed. One year later Ben-Hadad reassembled his troops at Aphek, but was once more defeated.

He then concluded a covenant with Ahab whereby Ben-Hadad was to return the Israelite cities which had previously fallen to the Syrians, as well as granting the Israelite merchants market places in Damascus (1 Kings 20:22-34).

At about this time (853 B.C.). Ahab was one of the leaders of 12 kings who fought against the Assyrian King Shalmaneser III in the second battle of Karkar in Syria. He provided 10,000 infantry and 2,500 chariots. The battle, known from the inscriptions of the Assyrian king, probably ended in a stalemate, even though Shalmaneser claimed a total victory.

Three years after the second battle with Ben-Hadad, the peace was broken; Ahab, in alliance with Jehoshaphat King of Judah, set out to liberate Ramoth Gilead from the Aramaeans. Ignoring the somber warning of the prophet  Micaiah (1 Kings 22:1-28), Ahab stubbornly went to battle disguised as a soldier and was seriously wounded.
In spite of his wound, he fought bravely all day propped up on his chariot, and died in the evening. The Israelite troops were forced to retreat and the dead king was brought back to Samaria where he was buried. “Then they washed the chariot at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while the harlots bathed in it according to the word of the Lord which he had spoken.” 

Ahab was succeeded by his son Ahaziah (1 Kings 22:29-40).

‘And he hasted, and took the ashes away from his face; and the king of Israel [Ahab] discerned him that he was of the prophets. And he [the prophet] said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for his people.’   1 Kings 20:41, 42
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8. Ahaziah (“Yah holds firm”). Of Israel.
The son of Ahab and Jezebel. Ahaziah was the eighth king of Israel, and reigned for two years (852-851 B.C.). Like his father, he worshiped the gods of his mother (1 Kings 22:40, 51-53). After Ahab’s death in battle against the Aramaeans, Moab seized the opportunity to rebel against Israel, and its king Mesha refused to pay his yearly tribute (2 Kings 1:1; 3:1, 4, 5).

Ahaziah made no effort to subjugate the Moabites – an omission possibly stemming from a serious injury he sustained during the second year of his reign, when he fell through a lattice in his palace at Samaria (2 Kings 1:2). Following his accident he sent messages to Ekron to inquire of the Philistine god Baal-Zebub as to his chances of recovery. On their way the messengers were intercepted by the prophet Elijah who predicted the king’s death.

Ahaziah sent a troop of 50 men to seize the prophet, but on approaching Elijah they were destroyed by fire. A second group suffered the same fate, and a third one was spared only after their leader pleaded with Elijah. Appearing before the king, the prophet confirmed his prediction that Ahaziah would die soon because he had consulted Baal-Zebub (2 Kings 1:2-16).

The only notable act of Ahaziah mentioned in the Bible is his attempt to draw Jehoshaphat the King of Judah into a maritime alliance for trading with Ophir. But this bid was foiled by Jehoshaphat’s refusal and the wreckage of his ships before sailing from Ezion Geber (1 Kings 22:48-49; 2 Chronicles 20:35-37). Ahaziah had no son and was succeeded by his brother Jehoram, the son of Ahab (2 Kings 1:17; 3:1).

9. Jehoram, Joram (“Yah is high”). Of Israel.

The son of Ahab and Jezebel and the last king of the Omride dynasty (852-841 B.C.) He succeeded his brother Ahaziah (2 Kings 1:17), and reigned for 12 years (851-842 B.C.) according to 2 Kings 3:1; but extra-biblical sources (Assyrian inscription of Shalmaneser III) suggest that his reign may have been shorter.
Although he restricted the worship of Baal (2 Kings 3:2), he remained under the influence of the Tyrian cult introduced by his mother Queen Jezebel. At the beginning of his reign, he faced a Moabite rebellion against Israel (2 Kings 3:4-27). Extra – biblical evidence of this revolt is documented in the Moabite stone (called Mesha Stele). 
With the help of King Jehoshaphat of Judah and of the ruler of Edom, Jehoram won a partial victory over the Moabites and destroyed a large part of their cities (2 Kings 3:24-25). The long conflict between Israel and Aram continued during his reign as shown by the Elisha stories, although Jehoram is not mentioned by name, merely as “the king of Israel” (2 Kings 5:1-8; 6:9-7:20; 8:3-6).

In one of his battles against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth Gilead Jehoram was wounded and went to Zezreel to recover (2 Kings 8:28-29). While there he was killed by Jehu in a revolt against the Omride dynasty (2 Kings 9:15-26).

‘And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and said unto him….and say, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. [Jehu son of Jehoshaphat]. 2 Kings 9:1-3
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10. Jehu (“Yahweh is he”) [the Lord].

The son of Jehoshaphat and grandson of Nimshi (2 Kings 9:2, 14; in parallel passages: the son of Nimshi – 1 Kings 19:16; 2 Kings 9:20; 2 Chronicles 22:7). He became King of Israel (842-414 B.C.), founding a new dynasty.

Jehu was a commander in the Israelite army and took the throne by force. His rebellion was supported by religious elements: the prophet  Elisha, who dispatched one of the sons of the prophets to anoint Jehu (2 Kings 9”1-13), and the Rechabites (2 Kings 10:15-16), who were opposed to the cult of the Tyrian Baal and Astarte; and by army commanders (2 Kings 9:13) critical of King Joram’s military policy (2 Kings 9:13), and by others dissatisfied with the country’s economic and social situation (2 Kings 4:1-7, 38-43).

As described in 2 Kings chapter 9-10, Jehu went to Jezreel where King Joram was recuperating after being wounded in the bottle at Ramoth Gilead (2 Kings 8:28-29); he killed both Joram [Jehoram] and King Ahaziah of Judah (2 Kings 9:21-27; compare 2 Chronicles 22:9) as well as Jezebel the queen mother (2 Kings 9:31-35).
Jehu executed Ahab’s entire family with the aid of the officials in Samaria (2 Kings 10:1-11) thereby fulfilling the prophecy of Elijah (1 Kings 21:17). On his way to Samaria Jehu killed 42 brethren of Ahaziah (2 Kings 10:13-14; compare 2 Chronicles 22:8); reaching the city, he completed the destruction of the house of Ahab (2 Kings 10:17) and exterminated the priests and worshipers of Baal (2 Kings 10:18-28).

The downfall of the Omride dynasty severed the ties between Israel, Judah and Tyre. Israel was left isolated in her conflict with the Aramaeans who under Hazael captured parts of Israelite territories in Transjordan (2 Kings 10:32-33). Jehu reigned for 28 years and was buried in Samaria (2 Kings 10:35-36).

Extra-biblical sources complete the picture of the events during Jehu’s reign. Israel came under the yoke of Assyria, as recorded clearly in the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III King of Assyria, where “Yau, son of Omri” is listed among the rulers who paid tribute. It also depicts Jehu as actually presenting this tribute to the king. 
11. Jehoahaz (“God has held firmly”).
The son of Jehu and King of Israel (814-798 B.C.), who reigned in Samaria (2 Kings 13:1). During his reign Aramean troops under the command of Hazael and his son Ben-Hadad, invaded Israel (2 Kings 13:3). The Israelite army was totally destroyed and the king pleaded for God’s help (2 Kings 13:4).God sent a “deliverer” (2 Kings 13:5). Most likely Adad-Nirari III King of Assyria, who renewed his campaigns in Syria, forcing Ben-Hadad to pay him tribute. Israel was saved but came under the yoke of the Assyrians.
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12. Jehoash, Joash (“God has bestowed/donated”).

The son of Jehoahaz and King of Israel (800-784 B.C.). During his reign Israel came under pressure from three different nations: (a) the Assyrians, who received tribute from Israel, as confirmed also by extra-biblical sources, especially the stele of the Assyrian King Adad-Nirari III from Rimah, where the Israelite king is mentioned as “Iu’usu the Samaritan;” (b) the Aramaeans (2 Kings 13:3-4) who had already taken Israelite territories during the reign of his father Jehoahaz; (c) the Moabites who engaged in annual forays against Israel (2 Kings 13:20).

Spurred on by the prophet Elisha (2 Kings 13:14-19) who, in a series of symbolic acts, forecast a threefold victory over Aram, Jehoash regained his lost territories from Aram after the latter had been weakened by the Assyrian invasion (2 Kings 13:25).

Towards the end of his reign Jehoash defeated Amaziah King of Judah who challenged him to war. He reached Jerusalem, broke down part of the city wall, and took the treasuries of the Temple and the royal house, together with hostages, back to Samaria (2 Kings 14:8-14; 2 Chronicles 25:17-24).
Joash [Jehoash] was buried in Samaria (2 Kings 14:16), leaving a greatly strengthened kingdom to his son Jeroboam II.

13. Jeroboam II

He reigned from (789-748 B.C.). Son of Joash, King of Israel, the most important ruler of the Jehu dynasty. He continued his father’s policy in campaigning against Aram-Damascus, and managed to reconquer Damascus and Hamath from them as a result of the weakening of the Aramean kingdom caused by the campaigns of Adad – Nirari III and Shalmaneser 4, Kings of Assyria (2 Kings 14:23-28).
These wars brought Israel into a new era – that of being a first – class political power in southern and central Syria. Peaceful relations existed during his reign between Israel and Judah, and the two kingdoms carried out a combined census in Transjordan (1 Chronicles 5:17). The renewed prosperity led to the creation of a wealthy class of landowners, against whom the prophet Amos protested.

14. Zechariah (“Yah has remembered”).
A King of Israel, son of Jeroboam II, and last ruler of the dynasty of Jehu (748-747 B.C.). He came to the throne of Samaria in the 38th year of Uzziah, King of Judah and reigned for only six months before he was assassinated by Shallum who succeeded him.
15. Shallum 
Son of Jabesh, Shallum conspired against Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, King of Israel in (748 B.C.) he killed him and reigned in his stead for just one month before being assassinated in his turn by Menahem, the son of Gadi. (2 Kings 15:10, 13-15).
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16. Menahem (“comforter”).

Son of Gadi, King of Israel. Menahem acceded to the throne after assassinating the usurper Shallum, who himself had slain Zechariah to become king only one month previously. It was perhaps in retribution for its support of Shallum that Menahem carried out the brutal subjugation of the city of Tiphsah (Tappuah, according to some Greek manuscripts) recorded in (2 Kings 15:16).

Before Menahem could secure his position on the throne, he was confronted by the seemingly unstoppable westward advance of Assyria. When Tiglath-Pileser III (Pul), the architect of the neo-Assyrian Empire, reached Samaria, Menahem paid the huge tribute demanded, raising 1,000 talents of silver by a tax on wealthy Israelites.

Assyrian inscriptions also record a tribute payment by “Menahem of Samaria” (Me-ni-hi-im-me (al) Sa-me-ri-na-a-a). The payment assured Menahem’s retention of the throne, but consigned Israel to the status of a vassal state.
Menahem lived in Tirzah, perhaps as a military commander, before becoming king. Like the other northern kings, he is condemned in the Bible for perpetuating the illegitimate worship instituted by Jeroboam I.

Menahem ruled for ten years, beginning in (747 B.C.), although chronological problems regarding his reign remain unsolved. He died a natural death and was succeeded by his son Pekahiah.
17. Pekahiah (“the Lord opened [his eyes]”).

Son of Menahem King of Israel, he became king at the death of his father in (737 B.C.). He reigned for only two years, but “he did evil in the sight of the Lord” (2 Kings 15:24) and was assassinated in his own house in a plot by Pekah son of Remaliah.

18. Pekah (“[God] has opened [his eyes]”).

King of Israel (735-733 B.C.). Son of Remaliah, one of the nobles of Gilead, he was a ruthless opportunist who took advantage of the upheavals so characteristic of the last decade of Samaria, to usurp the throne of Israel by slaying Pekahiah son of Menahem under whom he had served as an army commander (2 Kings 15:25). 
The cause of the conspiracy seems to have been dissatisfaction on the part of the Transjordanian Israelites with Assyrian domination of Israel. Thus when Pekah became king he entered into a treaty with King Resin of Damascus, which was directed against Tiglath-Pileser III, King of Assyria (2 Kings 16:5-9). 

In an attempt to compel King Ahaz of Judah to join their coalition and abandon his pro-Assyrian policy, Pekah and Rezin stirred up rebellion in Edom and Philistia (2 Kings 16:6; 2 Chronicles 28:17-18) and advanced against Jerusalem.
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18 Pekah continued.

Ahaz in his plight turned to Tiglath-Pileser III, who in return for Judah’s submission, invaded Damascus (734 B.C.) and besieged Israel, deporting many captives to Assyria. Pekah, who had brought disaster to the kingdom, was slain in a conspiracy by Hoshea son of Elah, who became king, and had his position confirmed by the Assyrian ruler. 

The biblical accounts in (2 Kings 15:29; 1 Chronicles 5:26) are matched by a corresponding record in the annals of Tiglath-Pileser III.

19. Hoshea (“may the Lord save”).

Son of Elah, last king of Israel, (733-724 B.C.), he ascended the throne after assassinating Pekah son of Remaliah (2 Kings 15:30). Because of the exile of most of the Kingdom of Israel and its division into Assyrian provinces, Hoshea’s kingdom was confined to the hill country of Ephraim. 

In the Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser III annals Hoshea is mentioned as his vassal whom he placed upon the throne. During the reign of the formers son, Shalmaneser 5, Hoshea rebelled against Assyria and was supported by Egypt (2 Kings 17:3-4).

As a result the Assyrian king took him prisoner, Samaria was besieged, the Kingdom of Israel was eventually overthrown and most of its inhabitants deported to Assyria. His fate is not recorded.

This brought to a close the Kingdom of Israel from Jeroboam I to Hoshea.
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1. Solomon (The name is related to shalom “peace / welfare”).

The son of David and Bathsheba, and the third King of Israel, Solomon was renowned for his wisdom, wealth and building projects. Under Solomon Israel enjoyed an era of security, prosperity and international political and economic importance.

Solomon (also named Jedidiah  [“beloved of the Lord,” 2 Samuel 12:25) was anointed king when his older brother Adonijah, the first in line for the throne, rashly tried to proclaim himself as ruler in his father’s lifetime (1 Kings 1:5). Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba, and the prophet Nathan, with the backing of others, succeeded in convincing the aged and feeble King David that his younger son should wear the crown (1 Kings 1:11).
Solomon’s 40 year reign began in (967 B.C.), while David was still alive but infirm, their co regency thus lasting only a short while. Apparently Solomon’s first act as king was the pardon of Adonijah, who had fled for refuge to the altar. But soon thereafter Adonijah was executed for seeking to marry David’s nurse Abishag, a request which could be seen as a prelude to insurrection (1 Kings 2:22; compare 2 Samuel 16:20.
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1. Solomon continued

Adonijah’s supporters were also removed: Abiathar the priest was banished; Joab, the commander of the army, was slain as he clung to the horns of the altar; and Shimei was placed under house arrest and killed three years later (1 Kings 2:13-46).
With political opposition eliminated Solomon could turn to ruling his kingdom. Thanks to the conquests of David, Solomon’s domain, including conquered territories and vassal kingdoms, stretched from Tipshah on the Euphrates to Gaza, the border of Egyptian territory.

The weakness of both Assyria and Egypt enabled Solomon to maintain hegemony over most of this area without recourse to serious military action. Nevertheless, upon hearing of the deaths of David and Joab, Hadad of Edom proclaimed his country’s independence of Israelite rule.

Rezon of Damascus likewise defied Solomon’s over lordship. Solomon apparently did not attempt to win these territories back, although the Chronicler records (2 Chronicles 8:3-4) that he added the city of Hamath Zobah to his kingdom. 

For the most part, Solomon’s foreign policy seems to have rested on diplomacy rather than arms. In particular, he entered into numerous political marriages (1 Kings 3:1; 11:1). The most important of these was his marriage to the daughter of Pharaoh (probably Siamun), a rare event which testifies to Solomon’s power. Pharaoh may have tried to conquer Philistia from the young Israelite king; upon failing, he was forced to make peace, offering his daughter in marriage, with Gezer as her dowry (1 Kings 9:16).

Solomon also established economic ties with surrounding nations, a profitable move both politically and financially. He apparently reached a trade agreement with the wealthy South Arabian state of Sheba (1 Kings Chapter 10) and conducted joint business ventures with Hiram of Tyre (1 Kings 9:26-28)

With Phoenician help, Solomon built and manned a fleet of ocean-going vessels at Ezion Geber which returned once every three years from Ophir laden with cargoes of gold and other valuables (1 Kings 10:11-12). Solomon’s income also included tribute from vassal states (1 kings 4:21).

In addition, he controlled all the important trade routes in the region, including the Way of the Sea and the King’s Highway, from which he could therefore draw revenue (1 Kings 10:15). Supervision of these routes permitted him to dominate the lucrative trade in Egyptian chariots and in horses from Keveh (Cilicia) (1 Kings 10:28-29).

Much of Solomon’s revenue from these enterprises was used in various building projects. The most significant of these was the Temple, constructed over a seven-year period with the help of materials and craftsmen which Solomon received from Phoenicia in exchange for annual shipments of wheat and oil.
The Temple’s splendor is described in (1 Kings, chapter 6; 7:1). The even larger palace complex (1 Kings 7:1-12) took 13 years to construct. In addition, Solomon builds a palace for Pharaoh’s daughter (1 Kings 7:8) and shrines for other foreign wives (1 Kings 11:7-8).

HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH

1. Solomon continued

Solomon’s building activities also included military construction. His imposing fortifications in the key cities of Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer, with their characteristic six-chambered gates and casemate walls, have now been partially excavated. 

Solomon also fortified Jerusalem, Lower Beth Horon (according to 2 Chronicles 8:5 Upper Beth Horon, too), Tamar (2 Chronicles 8:4 Tadmor) and Baalath, as well as other towns not mentioned in the Bible. A series of fortresses and settlements discovered in the central Negev highlands may well be Solomonic.

Solomon also strengthened and modernized his army by the introduction of cavalry and chariotry. According to (2 Chronicles 9:25), he built 4,000 stalls, although the stable-like structures found at Megiddo have now been assigned to the period of Omri.
Solomon’s extensive construction projects drained his kingdom’s resources to such an extent that he was forced to defray his debt to Hiram of Phoenicia, by ceding 20 Galilean cities. Moreover, Solomon imposed heavy taxes (1 Kings 4:7-19, 27-28) and forced labor on his subjects.

Laborers were taken from the remaining Canaanite population (1 Kings 9:20-22), but Israelites were also required to spend one month in three in forced labor (1 Kings 5:13-14; 11:28). In order to administer the corvee and collect taxes efficiently, Solomon divided the country into 12 districts not identical with the traditional tribal territories. 

Many scholars believe this to have been a deliberate attempt to strengthen central government at the expense of the established tribal hierarchy. Resentment of Solomon’s policies built up during his reign and led, upon his death, to the dissolution of the kingdom into the independent states of Israel and Judah.
Even during his lifetime an attempted rebellion was led by Jeroboam, then taskmaster over the house of Joseph. It failed, and Jeroboam fled to Egypt, where he remained until Solomon’s death (1 Kings 11:26-40; 12:2).
2. Rehoboam (“may the people be enlarged”).
Son of Solomon and Naamah the Ammonitess, and first ruler of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Rehoboam acceded to the throne at the age of 41, upon the death of Solomon. Shortly thereafter the northern tribes of Israel, prompted by Rehoboam’s refusal to alleviate the burdens of taxation and forced labor which Solomon had laid upon them, seceded from the state, proclaiming Jeroboam as their King.

The Elders suggested:

‘Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee.’

The answer:

‘My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s loins. I will add to your yoke:’ 1 Kings 12:4, 10, 11
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2. Rehoboam continued.

Only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin remained under Rehoboam’s rule. An initial plan to win back the northern tribes by force was abandoned in accord with a prophecy by Shemaiah (1 Kings 12:21-24). Nevertheless, there was continual warfare between the Northern and Southern Kingdoms during Rehoboam’s lifetime (1 Kings 14:30).

Ecclesiasticus (47:23) blames the dissolution of the united kingdom of David and Solomon on the folly of Rehoboam, inasmuch as he preferred the counsel of his young fiends to that of more seasoned advisors (2 Kings 12:8). Rehoboam’s dispatch of his taskmaster Adoram to the north (where he was stoned to death, 1 Kings 12:18) also suggests that Rehoboam did not inherit his father’s wisdom.
But Rehoboam’s son explains more sympathetically that Rehoboam, being “young and inexperienced,” was unable to withstand the rebellion at the hands of Jeroboam and the scoundrels who collected around him (2 Chronicles 13:6-7).

In any case, it is evident that even before Rehoboam’s accession to the throne; there was strong resentment in the north against the house of David. The fact that Rehoboam was required to go to the northern city of Shechem to be separately crowned by the northern tribes (1 Kings 12:1) shows that the latter were not well integrated into the kingdom.
Rehoboam’s difficulties were not confined to the north. In his fifth year Pharaoh Shishak ravaged Judah, capturing many fortified cities and carrying off the treasures of the Temple and palace. Archeological excavations support the picture of a large scale invasion at this time, as do the inscriptions of Shishak still visible at the temple of Amun in Karnak, Egypt.
According to the inscriptions, the campaign was not directed exclusively against Judah, but included the conquest of cities in Israel, Philistia and Edom. A total of 150 captured cities are listed. It was perhaps in the aftermath of this campaign that Rehoboam fortified the 15 strategically located cities named in (2 Chronicles 11:5-12).

Rehoboam’s activities may have produced the defenses uncovered at Azekah and Lachish. The distribution of the fortified cities – to the west, south and east, but not along the border with Israel – reflects a blend of concern over possible attack from Egypt with a concomitant refusal to accept the current northern frontier as a permanent border.

1 Kings (14:22-28) implies that Shishak’s invasion came as punishment for the sins of Judah; (2 Chronicles 12:1-2) explicitly states as much and includes Rehoboam among the wrongdoers. Nevertheless, Chronicles credits him with following God at the beginning of his rule. In particular, he gave refuge to the priests and Levites who left the Northern Kingdom during Jeroboam’s reign (2 Chronicles 11:13).

Chronicles reports that Rehoboam (following the precedent set by his father) had 18 wives and 60 concubines, who together bore him 28 sons and 60 daughters. His rule lasted 17 years, from (928 B.C.). He was buried in Jerusalem and succeeded by his son Abijam (or Abijah). Rehoboam is mentioned among the ancestors of Jesus (Matthew 1:7). 

HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH

3. Abijah (also called Abijam) (“Yah is my father”).

King of Judah (911-908 B.C.). He was the son of King Rehoboam and Maacah, the granddaughter of Absalom (1 Kings 14:31; 15:1-2). Rehoboam designated him “to be leader among his brothers; for he intended to make him king.” (2 Chronicles 11:20-22). Abijah succeeded his father and reigned for three years, following Rehoboam’s sinful ways (1 Kings 15:3). 
However, he is shown as a pious king during the warfare with King Jeroboam of Israel, with who he was in conflict throughout his reign. Abijah fought valiantly and wrested territory from the king of Israel, annexing Bethel, Jeshanah and Ephron (1 Kings 15:6-7; 2 Chronicles 13:1-19). Abijah had 14 wives who bore him 22 sons and 16 daughters. When he died he was buried in the City of David, and was succeeded by his son Asa (2 Chronicles 13:21-22; 14:1).
4. Asa

The King of Judah (reigned 908-867 B.C.); he was the son and successor of Abijah. His mother was Maachah (1 Kings 15:1-2). Asa was a loyal adherent of the worship of God and “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.” He instituted reforms to rid the land of heathen deities and practices. “He banished the perverted persons from the land, and removed all the idols that his father had made.”  (1 Kings 15:9-12). 
He also demoted Maachah from her position as queen mother “because she had made an obscene image of Asherah” (1 Kings 15:13-14). There were ten years of peace at the beginning of Asa’s reign (2 Chronicles 14:1), during which he fortified cities on his frontiers and raised an army of 580,000 men (2 Chronicles 14:5-8). When Zerah the Ethiopian invaded Judah with an enormous army, Asa repulsed him at Maresha, taking much booty (2 Chronicles 14:9-13). 
Asa was constantly engaged in border conflict with King Baasha of Israel. Baasha extended his domain as far as Ramah, some 5 miles (9 km) north of Jerusalem, and fortified it. Asa then turned for help to Hen-Hadad. The king of the Aramaeans, who attached the Israelite cities of Ijon, Dan and Abel Beth Maachah (1 Kings 15:15-22.). In his old age Asa suffered from a disease which affected his feet; he was reproved by a prophet because he sought physicians rather than the Lord (2 Chronicles 16:11). When he died he was buried in the City of David (1 Kings 15:24). Asa is mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew.

5. Jehoshaphat (“Yah has judged”).

Son of King Asa and Azubah; he became king of Judah (873-849 B.C.) at the age of 35, and reigned for 25 years (1 Kings 22:42; 2 Chronicles 20:31) including a few years as a co-regent with his father. During his reign he eradicated the pagan cults and sent priests and Levites all over the country to teach the Law of God (2 Chronicles 17:7-9). 
He reorganized the administration and appointed judges in the cities of Judah, with an appeal court in Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 19:4-11). He fortified cities in Judah and placed standing garrisons in Ephraim (2 Chronicles 17:1-2), built fortresses and store cities (2 Chronicles 17:12-13) and strengthened the military forces (2 Chronicles 7:14-19). 
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He was the first king to conclude a treaty with the Northern Kingdom of Israel which involved betrothing his son Jehoram to Ahab’s daughter Athaliah (1 Kings 22:44; 2 Chronicles 18:1). The alliance between the two kingdoms brought prosperity to Judah, and overawed the surrounding nations: the Philistines and Arabs brought him tribute (2 Chronicles 17:10-11) and even Edom came under his yoke (1 Kings 22:47), thereby granting him control over the copper mines in the desert and over the main routes from Arabia.
Together with Israel and probably Tyre he attempted to build a navy in Ezion Geber (1 Kings 22:48-49; 2 Chronicles 20:35-37). Jehoshaphat died in Jerusalem and was buried in the City of David.

6. Jehoram (“Yah is high”).
Son of Jehoshaphat and King of Judah (851-843 B.C.); he ascended the throne at the age of 32 and reigned for 8 years (2 Kings 8:17; 2 Chronicles 21:5). He married Athaliah the daughter of Ahab of Israel, and renewed pagan worship in Judah (2 Kings 8:18; 1 Chronicles 21:6). According to (2 Chronicles 21:4), he killed all his brothers, possibly in order to prevent a revolt against his foreign policy.
During his reign, Edom and Libnah succeeded in their rebellion against Judah (2 Kings 8:22; 2 Chronicles 21:8-10), whereupon Jehoram lost control of the main routes from Arabia and the desert copper mines. Towards the end of his reign, Judah was invaded by the Philistines and Arabs who captured his wives, sons, except for his youngest, [Jehoahaz] and all his property (2 Chronicles 21:16-17).
He was smote in the bowels with an incurable disease, and after 2 years he died. He reigned in Jerusalem for 8 years. He was buried in the city of David, but not in the sepulchers of the kings. (2 Chronicles 21:18-20).
7. Ahaziah (“Yah holds firm”).

King of Judah, Ahaziah reigned one year (843-842 B.C.). He was the son of Jehoram and Ahab’s daughter Athaliah, and therefore nephew of Ahaziah of Israel. On his accession, he was 22 years old (2 Kings 8:25-26), according to (2 Chronicles 22:2, 42 years old). Ahaziah too was an idolater “like the house of Ahab” (2 Chronicles 22:3-4).

He allied himself with Jehoram – brother and successor of Ahaziah of Israel – against Hazael, the king of Aram. The two kings were defeated at Ramoth – Gilead. Jehoram (sometimes written in the Bible as Joram) was severely wounded in this battle. While Ahaziah was visiting him at Jezreel where he was recovering, a rebellion broke out in Israel, led by Jehu, an army commander and instigated by the prophet Elisha.

As Jehu advanced towards the city, Ahaziah and Jehoram went out to confront him (2 Chronicles 22:5-7). The king of Israel was killed and Ahaziah fled in his chariot. Jehu pursued him and wounded him at the ascent of Gur, but Ahaziah continued his flight as far as Megiddo where he died (2 Kings 9:14-29). He was taken to Jerusalem, to be buried in the City of David.
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8. Athaliah

Queen of Judah (842-836), the daughter of King Ahab of Israel and Jezebel, granddaughter of Omri (2 Kings 8:18, 26; 2 Chronicles 22:2-3), wife of Jehoram (Joram), king of Judah and the mother of King Ahaziah (2 Kings 8:26).
She influenced her husband to do what was “wrong in the eyes of the Lord” during his eight-year reign (2 Kings 8:18; 2 Chronicles 21:4-6). She also introduced the worship of Baal, both during her husband’s rule and her son’s reign.

Following Ahaziah’s murder by Jehu, she seized power and killed all the members of the royal family who were possible rivals, with the exception of the infant son of Ahaziah, Joash, who was saved by his aunt Jehosheba, wife of the high priest Jehoiada (2 Kings 11:1-3; 2 Chronicles 22:10-12).

When Joash was seven years old, Jehoiada conspired to have the young boy crowned in the Temple as the legitimate king. Hearing this, Athaliah rushed to the Temple in an attempt to rally supporters and stop the ceremony, but Jehoiada had her seized and she was slain by his supporters (2 Kings 11:4-16; 2 Chronicles 23:12-15). The temple of Baal was destroyed and its priest Mattan was put to death (2 Kings 11:18; 2 Chronicles 23:17).
9. Joash (Jehoash) (“God has bestowed / donated”).

The son of Ahaziah, and King of Judah (836-798 B.C.). He was concealed at the Temple for six years by his aunt, Jehosheba, the wife of Jehoiada the high priest, who protected him while Athaliah, the queen-mother, killed all the other members of the royal family [the prophets had prophesied that the Messiah would be from the House of David and if Athaliah had been successful then that prophecy would not be fulfilled, so God protected the young child of the house of David] (2 Kings 11:1-3; 2 Chronicles 22:10-12).

When Joash was aged seven, Jehoiada rebelled against Athaliah and proclaimed Joash as the rightful ruler (2 Kings 12:1; 2 Chronicles 24:1). Under the influence of Jehoiada he repaired the Temple and destroyed the cult of Baal (2 Kings 12:7-16; 2 Chronicles 24:6-14).

After the death of Jehoiada, a dispute broke out between the king and the priesthood; pagan worship was renewed (2 Chronicles 24:17-18), and Jehoiada’s son Zechariah who resisted the cult of Baal, was killed on the king’s orders (2 Chronicles 24:20-22).

During his reign, Judah suffered from Aramean invasions led by Hazael; Gath was captured and the Aramean army turned towards Jerusalem. In order to fend off an attack, Joash bribed Hazael with the Temple’s treasure (2 Kings 12:17-18).

Joash was assassinated by two of his own servants (2 Kings 12:20-21; 2 Chronicles 24:25-26) and was buried in the City of David. 
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SECTION TWO
10. Amaziah (“Yah is strong”).

King of Judah (798-769 B.C.). Amaziah succeeded his father Joash at the age of 25 and reigned for 29 years. His mother was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem, and his wife was Jecholiah (2 Kings 14:2). After consolidating his hold on the throne, he executed the men who had murdered his father but spared their children in accordance with the Law of Moses (2 Kings 14:1-6; 2 Chronicles 25:1-4).
Amaziah assembled a force of 30,000 men from Judah and Benjamin to re-conquer Edom, which had gained its independence from Judah some 50 years earlier (2 Kings 8:20-22). Amaziah won a major victory in the Valley of Salt, capturing Sela, and killing 10,000 Edomites (2 Kings 14:7; 2 Chronicles 25:5, 11).

Amaziah had also hired 100,000 men from Israel to participate in the battle, but gave up the idea in view of the opposition it aroused. He dismissed the men, although he had already paid for their recruitment. The discharged soldiers were displeased and on their way home they raided cities in Judah, indulging in plunder and murder (2 Chronicles 25:6-10, 13).
When Amaziah declared war on Joash, the King of Israel, Joash warned Amaziah that he would be defeated – comparing Judah to a thistle that confronts a cedar tree and is trampled by a passing wild beast. Amaziah did not heed the warning, and the confrontation took place at Beth Shemesh in Judah, where Amaziah’s troops were routed and he himself was taken prisoner.

Joash broke the walls of Jerusalem to enter the city and plunder it; a great amount of Temple treasure and hostages were carried off to Samaria (2 Kings 14:8-14; 2 Chronicles 25:17-24). Amaziah worshiped the pagan gods of the Edomites. This led to a conspiracy against him and he was forced to flee to Lachish where he was killed (2 Chronicles 25:14-15; 2 Kings 14:17-19; 25-27). He was succeeded by his 16 – year old son Azariah (Uzziah) (2 Kings 14:21; 15:1; 2 Chronicles 26:1).
11. Uzziah (“Yah is my strength”) (alternately called Azariah).

King of Judah (769-733 B.C.), enthroned at the age of 16 after the assassination of his father (2 Kings 14:21; 2 Chronicles 26:1). Much of the historical background to his reign if reflected in the Book of Amos. 

The only significant information on Uzziah in the Book of Kings is that during part of his reign, he was afflicted with leprosy (2 Kings 15:5; 2 Chronicles 26:16-21), explains Uzziah’s affliction as arising out of the struggle between the monarchy and the priesthood for supremacy over Temple ritual: the king had put on priestly garments and attempted to burn incense on the alter, hitherto a sole prerogative of the priests.
Uzziah’s grave was separated from those of the house of David (2 Chronicles 26:23). Talmudic references report that because of his leprosy, Uzziah’s remains were removed from their original grave at some unspecified date, and this is supported by an Aramaic burial inscription from the Second Temple Period found on the slopes of the Mount of Olives which reads “Hither were brought the bones of Uzziah, king of Judah – do not open!”
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11. Uzziah continued

As a result of his affliction, Uzziah resided in “a house set apart” and his son Jotham acted as regent. One of the most difficult problems in biblical chronology is determining the exact number of years of Jotham’s co-regency. According to some scholars, the 52 years attributed to Uzziah’s reign included the period of his joint reign with his father, all of Jotham’s reign, and even some of the reign of Ahaz, who was Jotham’s son.

The reign of Uzziah-Jotham was the most notable following the division of the kingdom, and is referred to as one of the golden eras of the Kingdom of Judah. (2 Chronicles) Gives much more information on Uzziah’s reign, describing his successes in external and internal policies. Apparently, his first steps were directed towards reinforcing the economic and military power of the kingdom.
Reorganization of the army, with an increase in the number of soldiers and the production of more effective weapons (2 Chronicles 26:11-15). He built numerous fortifications in and around Jerusalem, strengthening the city walls and adding towers (2 Chronicles 26:9).

Pursuing the policy of his father, Uzziah extended his domain southward to the Red Sea, restoring Elath to Judah and rebuilding it (2 Kings 14:22; 2 Chronicles 26:2). He constructed a line of fortifications and towers in the Arabah and Negev in order to safeguard the transit routes to the Red Sea and to establish strong defenses against the desert tribes, such as the Meunites and the Arabians (2 Chronicles 26:7).

In the west he expanded his territory, penetrating deep into Philistia and breaching the walls of Ashdod, thus establishing control of the main trade route of Egypt (2 Chronicles 26:6-8). To the north, he restored to Judah territory which had been lost by Amaziah in his war against King Jehoash of Israel. 

His expansions eastwards and his subjugation of the Ammonites (2 Chronicles 26:8; 27:5, but in the Septuagint (LXX) – Meunites) are of special interest, suggesting a shift of power from Israel to Judah, as the areas east of the Jordan had always lain within Israel’s sphere of influence.

After the death of Jeroboam II of Israel in (748 B.C.), Uzziah seems to have gained control of the Northern Kingdom, and to some extent imposed his rule over its areas of influence. The defeat of Uzziah by Tiglath-Pileser III in (738 B.C.) as recorded in the annals of the Assyrian King, marked the beginning of the decline of the Kingdom of Judah, which was compelled to withdraw altogether from Syria and Israel during the latter part of the reign of King Menahem of Israel.
12. Jotham (“May Yah complete”).

The son of King Uzziah (Azariah), of Judah, and of Jerusha the daughter of Zadok. He succeeded his father as king of Judah at the age of 25. According to (2 Kings 15:33 and 2 Chronicles chapter 27), he reigned for 16 years (758-743 B.C.). This span probably includes the eight years during which he functioned as regent because his father, smitten with leprosy, was unable to perform his royal duties.
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12. Jotham continued.

Jotham is mentioned as a contemporary of Jeroboam II (1 Chronicles 5:17). He fought against the Ammonites, defeated them and forced them to pay a very heavy tribute (2 Chronicles 27:5). He extended his father’s building projects (2 Chronicles 26:6) particularly in the hill-country of Judah (2 Chronicles 27:4), built extensively on the wall at Ophel (2 Chronicles 27:3). He also erected forts and towers on the wooded hills (2 Chronicles 27:3-4).

13. Ahaz (“he held fast”).

King of Judah (733-727 B.C.). When Ahaz was 20, he succeeded his father Jotham and ruled for 16 years. He was one of the kings who “did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his God” (2 Kings 15:38; 16:1-2; 2 Chronicles 28:1). 

He practiced idolatry, and engaged in pagan sacrifices, even burning his own son (2 Kings 16:3-4; 2 Chronicles 28:3). Early in his reign, Rezin, king of Aram (Syria) and Pekah, king of Israel, concluded an anti-Assyrian alliance and attempted to persuade Ahaz to join them in a single front.

When he refused, the Syro-Ephraimite war of (733 B.C.) broke out and Judah was invaded (2 Kings 15:37; 16:5; 2 Chronicles 28:5-8). The coalition intended to place a certain “son of Tabeel” on the throne of Judah in order to secure an anti-Assyrian dynasty (Isaiah 7:6).
Many captives were taken to Damascus and to Samaria. It was only thanks to the intervention of the prophet Obed that the captives taken to Samaria were released (2 Chronicles 28:5-15). At the same time the Edomites took Elath and the Philistines invaded the west and south of the kingdom.

Ahaz lost control of Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Sochoh, Timnah and Gimzo (2 Kings 16:6; 2 Chronicles 28:17-18). Ahaz was not strengthened by the prophet Isaiah’s assurances that the Lord would not allow the Armenians and the Israelites to destroy Judah and place another king on the throne (Isaiah 7:1-17).

The helpless and terrified Ahaz turned to the king of Assyria Tiglath-Pileser III, and by despoiling the Temple treasury, bribed him to obtain his aid (2 Kings 16:7-8; 2 Chronicles 28:21). Tiglath-Pileser invaded Aram, captured its capital, Damascus, and killed Rezin.
Ahaz, who is mentioned in one of Tiglath-Pileser’s inscriptions, became his vassal and went to Damascus to render homage to the Assyrian King. While in Damascus he admired the pagan altar and sent a model of it to the priest Urijah in Jerusalem to have it copied, and later, upon his return, sacrificed upon this altar.

He also had the ritual objects of the Temple removed “on account of the king of Assyria” (2 Kings 16:9-18), and installed a sundial in the Temple (2 Kings 20:11). When Ahaz died he was buried in the City of David (2 Kings 17:20), “but they did not bring him into the tombs of the kings of Israel.” He was succeeded by son Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 28:27). Ahaz is listed in the genealogy of Jesus given in the Book of Matthew (Matthew 1:1, 9).
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14. Hezekiah (“Yah is my strength”).

Son of Ahaz, the weak and wicked king of Judah, and Abi (2 Kings 18:1-2; 2 Chronicles 29:1). He ruled (727-698 B.C.). Hezekiah ascended the throne at a crucial time in Judah’s history: Assyria had recently conquered Aram (Syria) in (722-721 B.C.). Judah itself had to pay a heavy annual tribute to Assyria which severely weakened the kingdom whilst its borders were under continual threat from both the Edomites and the Philistines.

This situation led Hezekiah to realize that without political and religious reform, Judah’s fate would be that of the surrounding nations. With the encouragement of the prophet Isaiah, he undertook a religious reform which included the elimination of idolatrous elements from Israelite worship, the cleansing and sanctifying of the Temple and the restoration of the Temple cult including the celebration of the Passover holiday (2 Kings 18:3-4; 2 Chronicles chapters 29-30).
This national religious awakening throughout Judah was also expressed in literary activity (e.g. Proverbs 25:1). Hezekiah strengthened Judah politically and expanded the borders of the kingdom to include Philistia (1 Chronicles 4:34-43).

In (701 B.C.) he rebelled against Sennacherib, King of Assyria, in his attempt to achieve absolute political independence (1 Kings 18:7). Among the preparations for the siege of Jerusalem, he built a tunnel to bring the waters of the Gihon spring within the walls of the city, and the Siloam inscription bears witness to this extraordinary engineering feat (2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30; Isaiah 22:9-11). The Siloam inscription, describes how King Hezekiah’s tunnel was dug by two teams of miners starting at opposite ends, working toward each other and meeting in the middle.
Jerusalem was spared when a plague wiped out the Assyrian camp in one night [God sent one angel and 186,000 died], which forced Sennacherib to return to his country (2 Kings 19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21; Isaiah 37:36), although not before Sennacherib had exacted a heavy tribute from Hezekiah who, in order to obtain the exorbitant sum, stripped the doors and pillars of the Temple (2 Kings 18:13-16).
The Assyrian inscription left by Sennacherib speaks of his capturing 46 cities and refers to Hezekiah as a “bird locked up in a cage,” a vivid description of the siege of Jerusalem. While the biblical account does not present a clear order of events, it seems that the tribute was collected as a result of the siege.

However, some scholars adopt the hypothesis of two campaigns carried out by Sennacherib against Hezekiah, the first in (701 B.C.) and the second some time later, with the accounts being telescoped into one.

In foreign affairs, Hezekiah was particularly adept in diplomatic relations, allying himself with Egypt (2 Kings 18:21; Isaiah 36:6), Merodach-Baladan, King of Babylon (2 Kings 20:12-15; Isaiah 39:1-4); Luli, King of Sidon and Sidka, King of Ashkelon (the latter known from Assyrian inscriptions). After Hezekiah’s death, his son Manasseh ascended the throne (2 Kings 20:21; 2 Chronicles 32:33).
HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH

15. Manasseh.

Son of King Hezekiah of Judah. His mother was Hephzibah (2 Kings 21:1). Manasseh was 12 years old when he succeeded his father to the throne. His 55 year reign over Judah (698-642 B.C.), the longest recorded in the chronicles of the Hebrew kings, is presented in both biblical accounts (2 Kings 21:1-18 and 2 Chronicles 33:1-10), as a period precipitous religious and moral decline.
In addition to abolishing the religious reforms affected by Hezekiah, Manasseh is said to have reintroduced alien cults, particularly the worship of Baal and astral deities. Furthermore, he is accused of having reestablished the rite of child sacrifice to Moloch in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom, where he immolated his own sons by fire; of having persecuted the prophets and their adherents; and of shedding innocent blood. Both accounts stress that Manasseh misled Judah into deeds of even greater evil than those of the Canaanites in pre-Israelite times.

The Book of Chronicles, however, adds a singular periscope, according to which Manasseh was captured by the Assyrians, and carried shackled in chains, to Babylon, where in his great distress he repented before the Lord, resulting in his restoration to his kingdom (2 Chronicles 33:11-20).

The historical validity of this episode is generally held to be precarious, being perhaps an attempt on the part of the Chronicler to justify the length of Manasseh’s reign. It should be noted, however, that during Manasseh’s time Judah was under Assyrian domination as a tribute-paying province headed by an essentially vassal monarch.

This fact is well-attested in Assyrian inscriptions, one of which lists Manasseh along with 22 kings upon whom Esarhaddon imposed forced labor. He is also listed in one of Ashurbanipal’s inscriptions pertaining to various armies which accompanied the Assyrian king on his campaign to Egypt.
The political subordination of Judah might well account for the enormity of its relapse into idolatrous worship. The Bible state that Manasseh’s enormous sins prompted God’s decision to wipe our Judah and Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:3). Remember at this time Israel has long been wiped out by the judgment of God and now it was Judah’s turn.

16. Amon.
King of Judah (641-640 B.C.), the son and successor of King Manasseh. He ascended the throne at the age of 22, and reigned for two years. His mother was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. Amon continued the worship of idols as in his father’s reign. He was murdered in a court conspiracy by his servants. 

However, “the people of the land” subsequently executed all those who had conspired against him and placed his eight-year old son Josiah on the throne (2 Kings 21:1-26).
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17. Josiah (“may Yah give”).

Son of Amon, who was proclaimed king of Judah upon the assassination of his father. He came to the throne at the age of eight and reigned for 31 years (639-609 B.C.) (2 Kings 22:1; 2 Chronicles 34:1). His reign was the last surge of political independence and religious revival before the disintegration of the Kingdom of Judah, which ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in (586 B.C.).

The biblical accounts of the national and religious revival initiated by Josiah vary considerably. The Book of Chronicles records several stages: in the eighth year of his reign he rejected the gods of his Assyrian overlord and began to seek out the God of David (2 Chronicles 34:3). In the 12th year Josiah began to purge Judah and Jerusalem, and continued in Manasseh, Ephraim and Naphtali (2 Chronicles 34:3-7), thereby indicating that he expanded the borders of Judah to include almost all of the former territory of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.
This was possible only after the Assyrian King, Ashurbanipal’s death, (603 B.C.), and the subsequent revolts in Assyria, which would explain both Assyria’s weakened control over the former Northern Kingdom’s territories, and the opportunity for Josiah to assert his independence and begin a reformation.

In the 18th year of his reign he carried out far-reaching political and religious reforms following the discovery of the “Book of the Law” in the Temple (2 Chronicles 34:8-33; 35:1-19). The Book of Kings, on the other hand, mentions only the reformation in the 18th year (2 Kings 22:3-20; 23:1-25) although it is stated that the kingdom extended beyond the borders of Judah (2 Kings 23:19). Archeological finds bear witness to the expansionist attempts of Josiah.

This great nation-spiritual upsurge found expression in cultic reform including the purification of worship throughout Judah, and its centralization in Jerusalem. According to the Biblical account it was the reading of this book “Book of Law – [Deuteronomy]” that caused Josiah to rend his clothes, since apparently the observance of the Law had been neglected in preceding decades.
Huidah the prophetess warned the people of the impending judgment awaiting them because of this neglect. Thus Josiah, fearing divine punishment, was moved to sweeping religious reform, and because of this he ranks with Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah in the biblical account as an outstanding righteous ruler.

However, his leadership was abruptly ended in (609 B.C.) when he was mortally wounded in battle against Necho II pharaoh of Egypt at the Megiddo pass, while on his way to aid Assyria in her deteriorating struggle against the Babylonians (2 Chronicles 35:20-25).

18. Jehoahaz (“God has held firmly”). Note the change from Yah to God.
Fourth son and successor of Josiah, King of Judah (609-608 B.C.). His mother’s name was Hamutal. He was made king by “the people of the land” (2 Kings 23:30; 2 Chronicles 36:1) at the age of 23 after Josiah’s death at Megiddo. After reigning for three months he was removed by Pharaoh Necho King of Egypt, and brought to Riblah on the Orontes. He was made prisoner and then sent to Egypt where he died (2 Kings 23:33-34; 2 Chronicles 36:2-4). 
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18 Jehoahaz continued.

His exile to Egypt prompted the dirge of Jeremiah who summoned the people to lament for the king who would never return to Judah. In (1 Chronicles 3:15) and (Jeremiah 22:11), he is called Shallum which is assumed to be his proper name whereas Jehoahaz was his throne name. The name Jehoahaz appears on a Hebrew seal from the 7th – 6th centuries B.C.
19. Jehoiakim (“God will arise”).

Son of Josiah and Zebidah, and king of Judah (608-598 B.C.). At the age of 25 he was made king by Pharaoh Necho in place of his brother Jehoahaz, who was deposed and exiled to Egypt. Necho changed his name from Eliakim to Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:34; 2 Chronicles 36:4) and exacted heavy tribute from Judah (2 Kings 23:33; 2 Chronicles 36:3), which Jehoiakim collected by the imposition of crushing land taxes (2 Kings 23:35).

Jehoiakim is described as an evil and oppressive king (2 Kings 24:3; 2 Chronicles 36:5; Jeremiah 22:18-23). In the fourth year of his reign (605 B.C.), Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylonia met Necho in battle at Carchemish. The Egyptian Pharaoh was defeated and Babylonia took control of his countries including Judah (Jeremiah 25:1; 46:2). At first Jehoiakim accepted and suzerainty of the new ruler but three years later, he rebelled (2 Kings 24:1).

Nebuchadnezzar sent Moabite, Syrian, Ammonite and Chaldean troops to invade Judah. Jerusalem was later captured (2 Kings 24:2) and a large number of the people along with part of the Temple treasure, were sent to Babylonia (2 Chronicles 36:7).

Many of these events are now attested by the extra-biblical source of the Babylonian Chronicle. According to (2 Kings 24:6), Jehoiakim died peacefully. However, in Josephus account (Antiq. 10, 97) his body was thrown out over the gates of Jerusalem, as prophesied by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 22:18-19; 36:30). It is recorded in Chronicles that Jehoiakim was sent to Babylon in fetters but no mention is made of his subsequent death (2 Chronicles 36:6).

20. Jehoiachin (“God will establish”).
Son of Jehoiakim [Eliakim] and Nehushta, he was king of Judah (597 B.C.). He was also called Jeconiah (1 Chronicles 3:16; Jeremiah 24:1; 27:20; 28:4; 29:2) and Coniah (Jeremiah 22:24, 28; 37:1). He became king at the age of 18 when Judah rebelled against Babylonia.

Along with his mother, his wife, his officials and others, he was exiled by Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon to Babylonia. Nebuchadnezzar appointed Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah, to be king in his place and exacted heavy tribute from the land.

The historical events of Jehoiachin’s short reign (three months, or three months and ten days), are described in (2 Kings 24:8-15; 2 Chronicles 36:9-20) and also in Babylonian inscriptions. After his captivity, a belief arose among the people that he would soon return and resume his kingship (Jeremiah 28:3-4) and even the Jews in Babylonia reckoned their calendar by the years of his exile (Ezekiel 1:2; 8:1).
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20. Jehoiachin continued

On the other hand, Jeremiah, opposing another prophet Hananiah who declared that Jehoiachin would return within two years (Jeremiah 28:3-4, 11), predicted the end of his reign and dynasty (Jeremiah 22:24-30). While in exile throughout the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Jehoiachin remained in prison. 

After the death of the Babylonian king, he was brought to the royal palace by the new king Evil-Merodach (2 Kings 25:27-30; Jeremiah 52:31-34). Babylonian tablets record that Jehoiachin and his five sons were treated throughout as royal hostages receiving daily rations from the king at whose table he dined.

Three stamps on jar handles, found in Judah with the inscription “Eliakim servant of Yaukin,” probably indicate that his property was preserved even when he was in exile.

21. Zedekiah (“Yah is [my] righteousness”).

The youngest son of King Josiah and Hamutal (2 Kings 24:18), brother of Jehoahaz, uncle and successor of Jehoiachin as the Last King of Judah; (according to 1 Chronicles 3:15 he was the third son of Josiah). His original name was Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) and he reigned between (596-586 B.C.). 
With Zedekiah’s exile to Babylonia, the fate of Judah was sealed. The direct account of his reign is contained in (2 Kings 24:17-25:7; 2 Chronicles 36:10-21; and Jeremiah 39:1-7; 52:1-11); while supplementary records such as the Babylonian Chronicle, an important source for the history of the period between (605 and 594 B.C.), makes available more contemporary material for Zedekiah’s reign than exists for any other Hebrew monarch.

Following the revolt of King Jehoiakim, who was encouraged by Egypt, the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, moved on Jerusalem, which capitulated in (597 B.C.). He then exiled King Jehoiachin and installed Zedekiah in his place (2 Kings 24:10-17). The idea of a king appointed by a foreign ruler was not accepted by the people who continued to regard Jehoiachin as their legitimate king (Jeremiah 37:1; Ezekiel 1:2; 17:16).
Indeed, Ezekiel, regarding Jehoiachin as de jure king, dates his prophecies not by the years of Zedekiah’s reign, but by those of King Jehoiachin’s captivity (Ezekiel 1:2; 8:1; 20:1; 24:1). Although bound by oath to serve the king of Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:13’ Ezekiel 17:14-18), Zedekiah was unable to withstand the nationalist currents which urged rebellion against Babylonia (Jeremiah chapters 37-38).

It was not long before the entire nation became entangled in international intrigue as a result of Zedekiah’s inexperience and weak character. He was forced to summon an anti-Babylonian conference of ambassadors from Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon (Jeremiah 27:3), which signaled a rebellion against the power which had enthroned him.
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21. Zedekiah continued

The rebellion was condemned by Jeremiah who was regarded as a traitor by public opinion (Jeremiah 37:11-16). Nevertheless, the king more than once turned to him for advice although he disregarded the prophet’s warnings. Ultimately, the anti-Babylonian plot came to naught, and Zedekiah aimed to allay the suspicions of the Babylonian king by sending Elasah and Gemariah (Jeremiah 29:3) to Babylon. 

Apparently, Zedekiah’s personal attendance was required and he journeyed to Babylon (Jeremiah 51:59) to clear himself of complicity in the treasonable plot and to assure Nebuchadnezzar of his loyalty. However, when the Phoenician coastal cities yielded to the force of Egyptian arms, Zedekiah allied himself with Egypt.

Nebuchadnezzar, determined to make an end of the Egyptian aggressions, dispatched his army to crush the rebellion. All the members of the coalition, except Tyre and Judah, recanted and joined the Babylonians. With Tyre besieged. Judah was left to face the Babylonian might alone and in a desperate attempt to alleviate Judah’s plight, Zedekiah, in the spirit of the Laws of the Book of Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy chapter 15), entered into a covenant with the whole nation to let all Hebrew slaves go free (Jeremiah 34:9).

At this point, the Babylonians temporarily lifted Jerusalem’s siege in order to drive back an approaching Egyptian relief force. No sooner had their army withdrawn than the people of Jerusalem reduced their freed slaves to bondage again (Jeremiah 34:11). The relief force failed and the siege was renewed.

Nebuchadnezzar depended mainly on starving the city into surrender but it withstood one and a half years of siege, until its walls were breached and Jerusalem destroyed. In the confusion, Zedekiah and his entourage stole away but were captured near Jericho (Jeremiah 39:4-5; 52:7-8).

Zedekiah was dragged to Riblah, where Nebuchadnezzar had stationed his headquarters. There he was tried for treason, his sons were killed before his eyes and he himself was blinded before being carried captive to Babylon and imprisoned until his death (Jeremiah 52:9-11).

Thus ended the Kings of Judah from Rehoboam to Zedekiah.

1. The Kingdom of Israel was destroyed and only brought back piece by piece from all the corners of the earth in our life time (1948 A.D.).

2. The Kingdom of Judah came back from captivity after 70 years and stayed in Israel until, they rejected there Messiah Jesus Christ and were destroyed by Titus of Rome in (70 A.D.). They also came back to there land in (1948 A.D.) No longer had two kingdoms but one called Israel.  
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Jehu King of Israel.





Page 25-26

H.
2 Kings 9
Joram of Israel killed.





Page 27-28

I.
2 Kings 9
Jezebel’s death.





Page 29-30

J.
2 Kings 10
Ahab’s seventy sons killed.




Page 31-34

K.
2 Kings 10
Jehu in Israel, Athaliah in Judah, Destruction of Israel.
Page 35-37

L.
2 Kings 11      Tyranny and overthrow of Athaliah, Joash King.

Page 38-40

LESSON NINE








PAGES 1-40

A.
2 Kings 12
Reign of Joash King of Judah.



Page 1-8
B.
2 Kings 13
Jehoahaz King of Israel.




Page 9-14

C.
2 Kings 14
Reigns of Amaziah of Judah, Jeroboam II of Israel.

Page 15-17

D.
2 Kings 14
Uzziah is King.





Page 18-21

E.
2 Kings 15
Zechariah King of Israel and others.



Page 22-26

F.
2 Kings 15
Jotham King of Judah.




Page 27

G.
2 Kings 16
Ahaz King of Judah.





Page 28-34

H.
2 Kings 17
Hoshea last King of Israel




Page 35

I.
2 Kings 17
The kingdom of Israel – captive to Assyria

Page 36-40

HISTORY OF THE KINGS

LESSON TEN








PAGES 1-51

A.
2 Kings 17
Assyria resettles Samaria.




Page 1-3

B.
2 Kings 18
Hezekiah King of Judah.




Page 4-7

C.
2 Kings 18
Sennacherib invades Judah.




Page 8-12

D.
2 Kings 19
Isaiah assures Deliverance.




Page 13-14

E.
2 Kings 19
The Songs of the Degrees.




Page 15-23

F.
2 Kings 19
Sennacherib’s defeat and death.



Page 24

G.
2 Kings 20
Hezekiah’s life extended.




Page 25-28

H.
2 Kings 20
The Babylonian envoys.




Page 29-30

I.
2 Kings 21
Manasseh King of Judah.




Page 31-34

J.
2 Kings 21
Amon King of Judah.





Page 35

K.
2 Kings 22-27
Josiah King of Judah.





Page 36-49

L.
2 Chron. 35
Josiah dies in battle.





Page 50-51

LESSON ELEVEN








PAGES 1-21

A.
2 Kings 23
Jehoahaz King of Judah.




Page 1

B. 
2 Kings 23
Jehoiakim King of Judah.




Page 2-7

C.
2 Kings 24
Jehoiachin King of Judah.




Page 8-10

D.
2 Kings 24
Zedekiah the last King of Judah.



Page 11-12

E.
2 Kings 25
The Fall and Captivity of Judah.



Page 13-18

F.
2 Kings 25
Gedaliah made governor of Judah.



Page 19-20

G.
2 Kings 25
Jehoiachin released from prison.



Page 21

LESSON TWELVE








PAGES 1-3

APPENDIXES

The Seventy years explained.
PAGE  
33

