THE  HISTORICAL  BOOKS





JUDGES


INTRODUCTION








NAME





The Hebrew name is Shophetim and it means rulers; from the verb to put right and then rule. Not Judges, as modern English. In the LXX the word is kritai; the Latin, its Liber Judicum. The office peculiar to the nation of Israel. The book records the history of thirteen Judges (twelve called of God and one a usurper).





THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE





A	C	1:1-2:5		ISRAEL AND OTHER PEOPLES.		AGGRESSIONS.


		D	2:6-8:35	GOVERNMENT.


			E	9:1-57		INTERNAL DISORDERS.


A		D	10:1-16:31	GOVERNMENT.


	C	17:1-18:31	ISRAEL AND OTHER PEOPLES.		AGGRESSIONS.


			E	19:1-21:25	INTERNAL DISORDERS.








JUDGES,   BOOK  OF





The second book in the Prophets section of the Old Testament. It is named for the charismatic leaders active between the death of Joshua and the institution of the monarchy. The judges’ rule was temporary and none of them had the allegiance of all of the tribes. With the exception of Deborah (4:4-5), they were not judges in the legal sense of the word, but rather, inspired heroes who led singles tribes of groups of tribes in military campaigns against various foreign enemies.�





The contents of the book may be divided into three sections:


The completion of the conquest of Canaan  (1:1-2:5)


The careers of the earlier and later judges  (2:6-16:31)


The tribe of Dan’s migration to the north and the war against the Benjamites  (17:1-21:25)





Chapters 1:1-2:5 contain a brief summary of the conquest and final settlement of Canaan after the death of Joshua (1:1). The initial conquest of the land is attributed to a united Israel under the leadership of Joshua, with the mopping-up operations described here as the concern of individual tribes. The southern invasion was accomplished by the tribe of Judah, together with its clans Caleb and Othniel, the tribe of Simeon and friendly non-Israelites (1:1-21). The account of the settlement of the central and northern tribes deals with the conquest of Bethel (vs. 22-26), the Canaanite strongholds not yet conquered (vs. 27-33), and the struggles that took place on the southern border of the central territory (vs. 22-36).








Joshua chapters 1-11 and Judges chapter 1 are two different accounts of the Israelite conquest, according to many modern scholars. They generally favor the account in Judges which explains the conquest as a series of independent battles conducted by the separate tribes for their individual portions of land, in preference to Joshua with its unified conquest account which is considered to be a later ideological reconstruction of the events.





Chapters 2:6-3:6 function as an introduction to the central themes of the time of the judges. The Israelites lapsed into idolatry, were attracted to false gods and punished by God who subjected them to foreign oppressors. When they realized their misdeeds and repented, a judge was sent to rescue them. Some time after the death of the judges the people relapsed again and the cycle was repeated . You will find that this cycle of :


Rebellion.


Apostasy.


Sin.


Judgment.						HAPPENED  SEVEN  TIMES


Repentance.


Rescue


Restoration.


Do you think that God was trying to get a message across to mankind as well as the nation of Israel?  Paul  the  Learner.





The first of the judges was Othniel (3:7-11). As a young man he participated in the general conquest and was credited with the capture of Debir (1:11-13). The next charismatic leader, Ehud (3:12-30), was a Benjamite hero who rescued his own and other tribes from the long oppression of Eglon the Moabite.





Chapter 4 depicts the victory of the judge Deborah and her commander, Barak, over the Canaanites, followed by Deborah’s famous song of triumph (chapter 5). The fourth major judge, Gideon, rates the longest narrative devoted to any of the military leaders (chapters 6-8), recounting his defeat of the Midianites. When, as a result of these exploits, Gideon was offered the kingship, he declined stating that it belonged to God (8:23).





The tragic account of the life of Abimelech (chapter 9), is supplementary to the Gideon narratives. A son of Gideon by a Shechemite concubine (8:31), Abimelech used Temple money to hire killers to murder his 70 half-brothers. The only surviving brother, Jotham, related a parable of the trees electing a worthless bramble bush to rule them, applying it to Abimelech. Jothan predicted that Abimelech’s reign would be brief and that his Shechemite supporters would desert him. This prediction came true: Abimelech was mortally wounded by a millstone hurled by a woman. In order to avoid the humiliation of death at a woman’s hands, he asked his armor-bearer to kill him. He ruled for only three years.





Two of the five minor judges, Tola and Jair (10:1-5) are mentioned as having judged Israel after Abimelech and before Jephthah. Their leadership spans a successful 45-year period.























The fifth major judge, Jephthah (10:17-12:7) made a name for himself as a warrior in the land of Tob, thereby attracting the notice of the elders of Gilead who sought to recruit his military skills against Ammon. Having earlier been expelled by these elders because of his illegitimacy, Jephthah only consented to undertake the military leadership on condition that he remained ruler in peacetime too. His terms accepted, Jephthah entered into a diplomatic correspondence with Ammon. When these overtures failed he prepared for war taking a solemn vow that, if victorious, he would make a burnt offering to God of whatever first came from his home to welcome him (11:31). On his return from a successful battle, the first to greet him was his virgin daughter and it was she whom he sacrificed. Her death became the subject of an annual commemoration by the women of Gilead.


The remaining three minor judge, Ibzan, Elon and, Abdon (12:8-15), are portrayed in a manner recalling the accounts of the other two minor judges. Samson (chapters 13-16) differed from the other judges in many respects. He did not go to war as a judge, nor did he lead an army; rather he relied upon his superhuman strength to wage war against the enemies of his people. Samson was a “war-Nazirite”, whose uncut hair was believed to protect him. His weakness for Philistine women led to several clashes with the Philistines and ultimately to his death in the temple of Dagon (16:23-30).


Chapter 17-21, the book’s concluding section, depict the migration of the tribe of Dan, and the bitter inter-tribal war against the Benjamites. There are no introductory statements to connect this portion with the rest of the book and the only expression linking the various sections is the recurring “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). Subjected to the pressures of the Philistines in the south, the Danites migrated northwards and settled there: on the way they stole sacred objects from the sanctuary of Micah for use in their own sanctuary at Laish (chapters 17-18).


The war against the Benjamites commenced with an incident when the people of Gibeah assaulted a Levite warfare, surrounding his house and demanding that he submit to homosexual practices (19:22). When he sent out his concubine in his stead, she was abused to death (19:25). The man cut her body up into 12 pieces and sent one to each of the tribes, demanding revenge for the foul deed (19:25-29). In the subsequent inter-tribal war, Benjamin was decisively defeated. The Israelites took a vow not to marry Benjamites (21:1); but, fearing that one of the tribes would vanish, the people nevertheless continued to effect marriages with them, resorting to subterfuges to avoid breaking their vows.


The Book of Judges is of great historical value. If offers information on a period of Israelite history which would otherwise be practically unknown. It preserves fragments of literature of great antiquity, and offers insight into the social and political conditions that prevailed in the period between the conquest of Canaan and the foundation of the monarchy.


OUTLINE


1:1-2:5		Conquest and settlement of Canaan.


2:6-3:6		Introduction to period of Judges.


3:7-11		Othniel.


3:12-30		Ehud.


3:31		Shamgar.


4:1-5:31		Deborah.


6:1-8:35		Gideon.


9:1-57		Abimelech.


10:1-5		Tola and Jair.


10:6-12:7		Jephthah.


12:8-15		Ibzan, Elon and Abdon.


13:1-16:31		Samson


17:1-18:31		Micah and the tribe of Dan.


19:1-21:25		The war against the Benjamites.


1:1-2:5		CONQUESTS.   ISREAL  AND  OTHER  NATIONS





C	A	1:1-20		By the tribe of Judah.


		B	1:21		Unexpelled inhabitants.


	A	1:22-26	By the house of Joseph.


		B	1:27-2:5	Unexpelled inhabitants.





1:1-20		(A, above).		BY THE TRIBE OF JUDAH





A	B		1:1-4		Judah.


			D	1:5-8		Conquest.			Jerusalem.


				E	1:9		Judah.


					F	1:10		Conquest.	Hebron.


	B		1:11		Judah.


			D	1:12-16	Conquest.			Debir.


					F	1:18-20	Conquest.	Hebron.





1:1	NOW , which means And.


Commencing with the same word as the preceding books; sthus connecting them all together. The book of Joshua = the inheritance possessed:  Judges = the inheritance despised.  Judges records the failure of the People, and the faithfulness of Jehovah. The Epilogue (21:25) gives the key to the whole book.





Judg 21:25


25	In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.


(NKJ)








	














� This section is taken from the Illustrated Dictionary & Concordance of the Bible Published in Jerusalem
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