THE  HISTORICAL  BOOKS

JOSHUA

INTRODUCTION
NAME
JOSHUA 


[JAHSH oo uh] (the Lord is salvation)- the successor to Moses and the man who led the nation of Israel to conquer the land of Canaan and settle the Promised Land.


Joshua was born in Egypt. He went through the great events of the Passover and the Exodus with Moses and all the Hebrew people who escaped from slavery in Egypt at the hand of their Redeemer God. In the Wilderness of Sinai, Moses took his assistant Joshua with him when he went into the mountains to talk with God <Ex. 24:13>. Moses also gave Joshua a prominent place at the TABERNACLE. As Moses' servant, Joshua would remain at the tabernacle as his representative while the great leader left the camp to fellowship with the Lord <Ex. 33:11>.


When Moses sent spies to scout out the land of Canaan, Joshua was selected as the representative of the tribe of Ephraim <Num. 13:8>. Only Joshua and Caleb returned to the camp with a report that they could conquer the land with God's help. The other ten spies complained that they were "like grasshoppers" in comparison to the Canaanites <Num. 13:33>. Because of their show of faith, Joshua and Caleb were allowed to enter the land at the end of their years of wandering in the wilderness. But all the other Israelites who lived at that time died before the nation entered the Promised Land <Num. 14:30>.


At Moses' death, Joshua was chosen as his successor <Josh. 1:1-2>. He led the Israelites to conquer the land <Joshua 1--2>, supervised the division of the territory among the 12 tribes, and led the people to renew their covenant with God <Joshua 13-22>.


When Joshua died at the age of 110, he was buried in the land of his inheritance at Timnath Serah <Josh. 24:30>. As Moses' successor, Joshua completed the work which this great leader began. Moses led Israel out of Egypt; Joshua led Israel into Canaan. Joshua's name, an Old Testament form of Jesus, means "the Lord is salvation." By his name and by his life, he demonstrated the salvation that comes from God.

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

(Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

THE BOOK

JOSHUA, BOOK OF 


An Old Testament book that describes the conquest and division of the land of Canaan by the Hebrew people. The book is named for its central figure, Joshua, who succeeded Moses as leader in this vigorous campaign.


Structure of the Book. The Book of Joshua has a natural, flowing structure that makes it a joy to read and study. In a brief prologue, the warrior Joshua is introduced as the capable leader selected by God to lead the people. Then the book launches immediately into narratives about the military victories of the Hebrews as they drove the Canaanites out of the land. Joshua's strategy was to divide and conquer. He struck first in central Canaan by taking the city of Jericho and surrounding territory. Then he launched rapid attacks to the south and north. This strategy quickly gave the Covenant People a foothold in the land. After weakening the enemy's position with this strategy, Joshua led numerous minor attacks against them during the next several years.


These accounts of Joshua's military campaigns are followed by a long description of the division of the land among the 12 tribes of Israel. Finally, the book ends with the death of Joshua after he leads the people to renew the covenant and charges them to remain faithful to God.


Authorship and Date. Early Jewish tradition credited Joshua with writing this book. 

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

(Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Some passages in the book indicate that the description of unified conquest is highly exaggerated (chapters 14-19). Clearly, large native populations survived undefeated by the Israelite army. This view is also characteristic of Judges 1:1-2:5, which originally concluded the Book of Joshua. Instead of a sweeping military conquest, Israel’s influx was probably a much more complicated process, consisting of local conquests of the individual tribes, along with gradual and peaceful infiltration into the unoccupied highlands and, later, into the more fertile sections of the country, also acquired by intermarriage and covenant relationships. Israel’s failure to dislodge the Canaanites immediately is blamed on religious disobedience (Judges 1:28,33,35; 2:3).

Judg 1:28

28
And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites under tribute, but did not completely drive them out.

(NKJ)

Judg 1:33

33
Nor did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh or the inhabitants of Beth Anath; but they dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath were put under tribute to them.

(NKJ)

Judg 1:35

35
and the Amorites were determined to dwell in Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim; yet when the strength of the house of Joseph became greater, they were put under tribute.

(NKJ)






JOSHUA

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE


A

1:1-18


Joshua entering on his work.




B


2:1-7:26

Jordan. Events connected therewith






C

8:1-12:24

The land.  Conquest






C

13:1-21:45

The land.  Division




B


22:1-34

Jordan. Events connected therewith


A

23:1-24:28

Joshua ending his work.






EPILOGUE  to the whole Book (24:29-33).

The relation of the book of Joshua to the Earlier and Later Prophets.

A.
JOSHUA.  “The Lord of all the earth” giving possession of the Land. 


        Government under Priests.








B
JUDGES.
“Israel forsaking and returning to God;





losing and regaining their position in





the Land. “No king.” Bethlehem.

THE FORMER PROPHETS




Failure under the Priests.


(Zech. 7:7)



C
SAMUEL
Man’s king “rejected”; God’s






king (David) “established.”




D
KINGS.
Decline and Fall under







the kings.




D
ISAIAH.
Final blessing under God’s







King.



C
JEREMIAH.
Human kings “rejected.” David’s
THE LATTER PROPHETS





“righteous Branch” raised up.


B
EZEKIEL.
God forsaking Israel, and returning in glory,





to say for ever of His Land and city 





“Jehovah - Shammah.”

A
MINOR PROPHETS.
“The Lord of all the earth” giving






restored possession of the Land, and






foretelling final and unending






possession.

GEOGRAPHICAL  BACKGROUND

Before beginning a study of the contents of the Historical Books, it is well to pause and to survey the geographical setting of these narratives. Nations have always been considerably influenced by their environmental background, and Israel was no exception.






THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  WORLD

1.  THE EXTENT

The Old Testament world constituted an area of some 1,260,000 square miles, or about one-third of the area of  the continental United States. Only a portion of this territory was habitable however, for much of it consisted of barren wilderness and desert. The Old Testament world touched the continents of Africa, Asia, and Europe, and it was really the center of the land area of the globe. This region is now known as the Near or Middle East.

2.  BODIES OF WATER
(A)  SEAS


The bodies of water that have noteworthy Biblical associations are as





follows:






RED SEA

This sea is always remembered in connection with the departure of Israel from Egypt at the time of the Exodus. Strictly speaking, Israel did not cross the Red Sea itself, but rather the Gulf of Suez, which is an arm of the sea. The other gulf at the northern end is the Gulf of Akabah. The Gulf of Suez is 190 miles long, and at the place where Israel is believed to have crossed, it was about 12 miles wide. Between the two gulfs lies the well known peninsula which is called Sinai. The entire Red Sea is about 1,400 miles long, 150 miles wide, and an average of about one-third of a mile deep.







MEDITERRANEAN  SEA

This great inland Sea is so named because it is almost entirely enclosed by the continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa. The name means, “The middle of the earth.” From east to west, the Mediterranean is about 2,300 miles, and at its greatest width a little over 1,000 miles. In some places it is a mile or more in depth. The straits of Gibraltar connect the Mediterranean with the Atlantic Ocean. In Scripture, the Mediterranean is referred to as “The Great Sea,” or “The Great Sea Toward the going down of the sun.” See Deuteronomy 11:24; Numbers 34:6.







DEAD  SEA

This body of water is variously called: the Salt Sea, Sea of Arabah, Sea of the Plain, and the East Sea. It is some 50 miles long, up to 10 miles wide, and has an area of 500 square miles. It ranges in depth from 1,300 feet in the north to only 12 feet in the south. The Dead Sea is the deepest spot on earth, being nearly 1,300 feet below sea level. This level is 1,000 feet lower than Death Valley in California.

The Dead Sea continued

The salt content of the Dead Sea is about 24 %, whereas ordinary ocean water has about 3 ½ % salt. The 2 chief salts of this Sea are chloride of magnesia and sodium chloride (common salt). The intense heat of the low level promotes rapid evaporation, and this together with the fact that the Sea has no outlet explains extreme saltiness.







SEA  OF  GALILEE
This little fresh water lake is mentioned quite frequently throughout the Bible. Its alternative names includes: Gennesareth, Tiberias, and Chinneroth. It is pear or oval shaped, and about 12 miles long and 6 miles broad. It is especially noteworthy for being nearly 700 feet below sea level. The greatest depth is about 200 feet.

(B)  RIVERS






JORDAN

The name “Jordan” means “the descender.” This remarkable river is from 2 to 10 feet deep, and from 60 to 180 feet wide, and in all it flows about 200 miles. It joins Lake Merom, the Sea of Galilee, and the Dead Sea. In its course, it drops 2,492 feet from its source to its mouth in the Dead Sea, and it holds the distinction of being the world’s lowest river course. The River has 4 sources, the Benais, the Leddan (a spring at Dan), the Hasbany, and a spring just north of Abel-beth-maachah. The 2 first names sources are the largest.







YARMUK

This is a fairly large river, joining the Jordan just south of Galilee. It has no Scriptural significance.







JABBOK

This river is remembered in connection with the story of Jacob see Genesis 32:22-25.

3.  MOUNTAINS OF PALESTINE




HERMON 

This majestic snow-capped mountain towers to a height of 9,200 feet. It may be seen from many parts of Israel, even from the shores of the Dead Sea. Conjecture establishes this as the Mount of Transfiguration, for Jesus Christ was in the vicinity at that time.




MOUNT  OF  OLIVES

The Mount of  Olives is really only a slightly elevated ridge of land 200 feet above the surrounding area. It is associated with the events at Gethsemane and Christ’s mourning for Jerusalem.




GERIZIM

This mountain is 2,800 feet high, but only 800 feet above surrounding land. It was the mount sacred to the Samaritans
.




EBAL

Of about the same height as Gerizim, Ebal is situated only a few hundred feet to the north.




GILBOA

The southeastern side of the Plain of Esdraelon is bounded by this mountain which rises to a height of 1,700 feet.




TABOR

This mountain  is situated at the northeastern corner of the Plain of Esdraelon, and because of its prominent position it constituted a tribal boundary. It’s appearance is markedly symmetrical, with steep sides.




CARMEL

The coastal plain of Palestine is sharply divided by this mountain which extends from the Mediterranean to about 12 miles inland. It varies in height from 600 feet to 1,740 feet.




NEBO

This name is ascribed to the flat summit of Mt. Pisgah, and it is remembered as the place where Moses stood to view the land. As it exists today this site is only 2,700 feet high and it permits but a limited view of Israel.




PISGAH

As we note above, Pisgah was the mountain, while Nebo was the peak. The range of which Pisgah was a part, was known as Abarim.




ZION

Actual  Mount Zion  is a low hill upon which southwest Jerusalem is built. The name “Zion” is a synonym for Jerusalem.




MORIAH

The eastern part of Jerusalem was built upon Mount Moriah, with the temple upon its summit. Moriah is actually only a low hill.




HOR

This Mount, which was the site of Aaron’s death, stands about 4,500 feet high. It was in the extreme south of Israel, towards Sinai.

4.  GENERAL INFORMATION

CLIMATE:
The climate of Israel presents a surprising variety for so tiny a land. It varies from the Alpine snows of Mt. Hermon, to the tropical plains of the Dead Sea region. One’s proximity to the northern mountains, the Mediterranean, or the Arabian Desert, largely determines the kind of weather he may expect in the land.

SEASONS:
In Israel there are only 2 clearly defined seasons: summer and winter. Winter begins with the November rains and continues until the conclusion of the March rains. Summer extends from April to October, and with the rarest exceptions, it brings an uninterrupted period of fine weather and skies without a cloud.





THE  LAND  OF  ISRAEL
The land of Israel possessed by the Israelites represented only about one-fiftieth of the area known as the Old Testament world. It is difficult to realize that such a tiny plot of land should have such a vast influence upon the history of the world.

A.  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  LAND
The earliest post-diluvian inhabitants of Palestine were known simply as Canaanites. They were the descendants of Canaan (see Genesis study Page 17 Canaan), the grandson of Noah. However, when Israel under Joshua, entered the land, the population had undergone considerable change. The Scriptural account of the conquest includes mention of at least 7 nations or tribes. These include:

HITTITES

At the time of the conquest of Canaan, the Hittites were a highly civilized people,




and their nation was recognized as a world power. Their home was in Asia Minor,




and the Hittites in Palestine were likely only colonists.

AMORITES

The Amorites are believed to have been the survivors of a previous invasion. They




were a Semitic tribe, whose forefathers had been wanderers upon the Arabian 




Desert. They possessed a degree of culture, and were familiar with the Babylonian




civilization.

CANAANITES
These were the country’s aborigines who had been relegated to a small portion of




the land due to the inroads of various invaders.

PERIZZITES

The name means “rustic” or “villagers,” but their background is obscure.

HIVITES

It is thought that the homeland of these people was Mitanni a powerful state that




had dominated the Fertile Crescent for a time. Mitanni was subdued by the Hittites




about a century after the time of Joshua. More than one colony of Hivites resided




in Palestine, and some authorities consider that the Horites were of the same




nation.

JEBUSITES

This tribe is believed to have been a branch of the Canaanites. The tribal head-




quarters was Jebus, which later became Jerusalem.

GIRGASHITES
The background of these peoples is unknown, but their geographic location was




east of Galilee.

Note:
Two nations successfully resisted Israel during both the Theocratic and Monarchical periods:

1.  Philistines

These people are believed to have come indirectly from the Island of Crete. They were a constant source of irritation and disturbance to the nation of Israel. It was not until the Intertestament period, under the Maccabees
, that they were fully conquered and their land made a part of Israel.

2.  Phoenicians
The Phoenicians, situated in northern Palestine along the coast, were the merchants of the ancient world. They are believed to have been descendants of the original Canaanites, and could have been one of the chief tribes. Their country was never possessed by the Israelites, and most of the time the relations between the two nations were peaceful.

B.  THE  BOUNDARIES  OF  PALESTINE  (ISRAEL)

The land of Israel was never, at any time, as large as the territory promised to Abraham. (see Genesis 15:18, Ezekiel 47:13-21). The failure was of course on man’s part, for Israel neglected to “possess her possessions.” God planned that Israel should possess the land from the Nile to the Euphrates, and from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf. For a brief half century during the reign of Solomon, the Empire did stretch some 450 miles across the Fertile Crescent, but with the death of Solomon, the Empire ignominiously collapsed.

The actual land of Israel is but a tiny territory resting on the western edge of the continent of Asia. The distance “from Dan to Beersheba” is little more than 150 miles, and from the Mediterranean to the Jordan the average width is just over 40 miles (but 45 miles at Jerusalem).

C.  THE NATURAL  DIVISIONS  OF  ISRAEL





THE  COASTAL  PLAIN:

This stretch of land, during most of history, was not possessed by the Israelites, but rather it was the territory of the Philistines and the Phoenicians. The Philistines occupied the south, and the Phoenicians the north, with the sharp ridge of Mount Carmel dividing the two. The Phoenician portion of the plain is from ½ to 8 miles in width, but in the south, the plain gradually broadens until it is some 16 miles in width. The plain north of Mount Carmel is called Phoenicia and is divided into 2 parts: Tyre in the north and Accho in the south. The plain south of Mount Carmel is called Philistia, and in turn the northern portion of Philistia is sometimes called Sharon. For the most part, the land of the coastal plain is fertile and productive.






THE PLAIN OF ESDRAELON:
While actually a portion of the coastal plain, this area deserves special mention. It extends much further inland than the coastal plain, and in reality it is an interruption of the central Juden mountains. It is about 9 miles in average width, and about 20 miles long. The Plain of Esdraelon was the great battlefield of Palestine, both in Biblical and secular history. According to prophecy, it is to be the scene of the future Battle of Armageddon (see Ezekiel 38,39; Revelation 19). The plain is also known as Jezreel and Megiddo.






SHEPHELAH:

This term means “low hills” or “lowlands” and refers to a group of low chalk hills which run from Beersheba to the Vale of Aijalon. They are from 400 to 500 feet high. Some have referred to them as the foothills of the mountains of Judea. These hills are cut by a number of valleys, and in Bible times they provided a favorable situation for many Philistine villages. The Shephelah was a very fertile region and proved attractive to both Israelites and Philistines, so that often it became the scene of warfare.






THE MOUNTAIN REGION:

Between the Shephelah and the Jordan Valley, is the Central Judean Mountain Range. It really is an extension of the Lebanon range, and runs from the Leontes River to the region of Beersheba. The range is divided into 3 sections, and these are named after the regions in which they lie. Thus, there are the mountains of: Galilee, Samaria, and Judea respectively. The mountains are from 1,000s to 3,000 feet high, and form a rocky mass up to 40 miles in width. Throughout their length, they are intersected by valleys or wades. These wades slope on the one side into the Maritime Plain, and on the other side into the Valley of the Jordan. There are 4 prominent points on this range: Mt. Gilboa, Mt. Ebal, Mt. Gerizim, and the heights of Jerusalem. The Central Judean Range is really the backbone of Palestine, and it was in these regions that Israel mainly dwelt.





THE  JORDAN  VALLEY
The depression, of which the Jordan Valley is a part, extends from the foot of the Taurus Mountains to the Gulf of Akabah. This is a distance of 550 miles. The Jordan Valley proper extends about 300 miles.





THE EASTERN TABLELAND

The Eastern Tableland is an extension of the Anti-Lebanon Mountain Range, and is a plateau about 2,000 feet above sea level. The 3 sections of the tableland are known as: Bashan, Gilead, and Moab.

See map on page 11.

THE NATURE AND THEME OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
The Book of Joshua is a militant book, for it reports Israel’s efforts to possess and subdue the Promised Land. It might be compared with the Book of Acts in the New Testament, for each book describes an enlightened people pressing in to secure their inheritance and employ it in God’s service. It is consistently emphasized in Joshua that the victories and achievements of the people are only effected by the guidance and empowering of God.

THE OCCASION OF WRITING AND THE SCOPE

Joshua took office when he was about 80, and he lived to be 110. It is likely that this book was written in his later years. The Book represents about 30 years in the history of the nation of Israel.

THE VALUE AND AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

In the Hebrew Bible, the Book of Joshua is the first of the Former Prophets in the canon. The former Prophets are the group including: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and the Book of Kings. The Book of Joshua in the Hebrew is joined to the Pentateuch by the conjunction “now” or “and”. Hence, the book is deservedly in the canon, and it vitally is connected with the rest of Scripture. A further validation of the book is its quotation in 5 other books of both the Old and New Testaments. (Ps. 78:53—65; Heb. 3:11-13; Acts 7:45; Heb. 4:8,9).

THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE BOOK

There is ample evidence to convince that Joshua is the author of the Book, and there has long been an acceptance of his authorship on traditional grounds. The Talmud declares that Joshua wrote the whole of the Book, with the exception of the last 5 verses.

THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

Six hundred years before Joshua’s invasion God had told Abraham that the iniquity of the Amorite was not yet full (Genesis 15:16). But at the same time God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah as a token pledge of what Palestine would receive if she continued on in sin. After this six centuries of probation Canaan did not repent of her sins and so Joshua must be God’s agent enforcing the death sentence. But note that those who asked for mercy received it, as did Rehabs family and the city of Gibeon. Joshua was an agent of both damnation and of grace ----- a true forerunner of his namesake Jesus.

THE PENETRATION INTO TRANSJORDAN

The Israelite conquest began in Eastern Transjordan, beyond the borders of the Land of Canaan. In this sparsely settled region, there were extensive lands for pasturage (Num. 32:1-4). Peoples related to the Israelites had already settled in the southern parts of Transjordan, soon forming organized kingdoms - Edom, Moab, and Ammon.
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� 


SAMARITANS 





	SAMAR'ITANS (sa-mar'i-tanz; Heb. shomeronim). Mentioned in <2 Kin. 17:29> as "the people of Samaria." It is customary to refer the Samaritans in this passage to the colonists brought by the king of Assyria in place of the deported Israelites; but the text seems rather to mean that these colonists put their gods into the houses of the high places that the Samaritans, i.e., the former inhabitants of Samaria, had made for their own religious use. But the Samaritans of subsequent history and of the NT are the descendants of the colonists brought in by the king of Assyria.


(from New Unger's Bible Dictionary)


(originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois.  Copyright (C) 1988.)





� 


MACCABEES, THE 





	MAC'CABEES, THE (mak'a-bez). The Hasmonaean family, distinguished in Jewish history, from 167 BC until the time when Judea became a province of Rome, were called Maccabees from Judas, a distinguished member of the house, whose surname was Maccabaeus.


(from New Unger's Bible Dictionary)


(originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois.  Copyright (C) 1988.)
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