J E R E M I A H
CHAPTER FIFTY TWO
Jer 52:1-11
52:1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2 He also did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 3 For because of the anger of the Lord this happened in Jerusalem and Judah, till He finally cast them out from His presence. Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 4 Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall against it all around. 5 So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 6 By the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the famine had become so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 7 Then the city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled and went out of the city at night by way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's garden, even though the Chaldeans were near the city all around. And they went by way of the plain.* 8 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him. 9 So they took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he pronounced judgment on him. 10 Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. And he killed all the princes of Judah in Riblah. 11 He also put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in bronze fetters, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death. NKJV
2 Kings 25:1

25:1. siege of Jerusalem. The Babylonians evidently used a siege "wall" (as opposed to a ramp) to attack Jerusalem in 587-586. Assyrian sources describe Esarhaddon using the same type of contraption for his conquest of Shurbia, an Urartian kingdom south of Lake Van, in 672. Esarhaddon claims that his troops "climbed over the siege wall to do battle." This siege wall was probably made higher than the city wall, so as to allow the soldiers to climb atop the defender's wall. As with the Assyrians during Sennacherib's siege of 701, the Babylonians systematically destroyed the Judahite fortresses on the countryside, including Lachish (see Jer 34:7). Another purpose in removing the military threats surrounding Jerusalem was to discourage any Egyptian interference.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary) 
[General Information - 52:1-34 Narrative concerning the fall of Jerusalem.] This chapter largely duplicates (2 Kings 24:18-25:30), although it is slightly longer, and there are differences (see also Chapter 39). It appears here to illustrate the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecies that Judah would be punished if it did not submit to Babylonia (e.g. Chapters 25-29). The end of (51:64), Thus far the words of Jeremiah, clearly indicates that (Chapter 52) was not an original part of the book, but was added as the book grew (cf. Psalms 72:20). The insertion of what might be termed “a historical narrative from Kings” that validates the earlier prophecies and legitimates the prophet may also be seen in (Isaiah Chapters 36-39). 

52:1-3: The initial regnal report gives personal details. Hamutal was also the mother of Jehoahaz, who was removed from the throne and deported to Egypt following Josiah’s death in (609 BCE). Jehoiakim’s mother was Zedudah daughter of Rumah (2 Kings 23:36).  
    [Jewish Study Bible]
Jer 52:1

Jer. 52 is an historical appendix to the Book of Jeremiah, giving details of the capture of Babylon additional to those contained in (Jer 39): The last words of the foregoing chapter affirm that Jeremiah was not the author, and the view adopted by most commentators is, that this chapter is taken from the (2nd Book of Kings), but that the person who added it here had access to other valuable documents, and made several modifications in it, the principal being the substitution of the account of those led captive by Nebuchadnezzar (Jer 52:28-30), for the narrative given in (2 Kings 25:22-26), where see the notes.   (Barnes' Notes)
Jeremiah 52:1-11
Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
(General Information - Verse 1-11. Fate of King Zedekiah at the taking of Jerusalem; cf. 2 Kings 24:18; 25:7, and Jer 39:1-7. 
1. The statements regarding Zedekiah's ascension and his government, vv. 1-3, agree word for word with 2 Kings 24:18-20, even to the variation ‎hash­liykow‎, v. 3, for ‎hish­liykow ‎ (Kings).
2. The length of the siege of Jerusalem, vv. 4-7a, and the flight, capture, and condemnation of King Zedekiah and the princes of Judah, vv. 7b-11, not only agrees with 2 Kings 25:1-7, but also with Jer 39:1-7, where it is merely the forcible entrance into the city by the Chaldeans that receives special detail; see on 39:3. 
3. The variation ‎wayachanuw‎, v. 4, instead of ‎wayichan ‎ (2 Kings 25:1), does not affect the sense. 
4. As to the account given of the flight, capture, and condemnation of the king, both ch. 39 and 2 Kings 25 omit the notices given in v. 10, "and also all the princes of Judah he caused to be slain (i.e., executed) at Riblah," and in v. 11, "and he put him in the prison-house till the day of his death." 
5. The expression used here signifies "the house of custody," or "the house of the watches." The translation of the LXX can decide nothing against this, because their interpretation is based upon traditions which are they unfounded. Regarding this, Ewald well remarks (History of the People of Israel, iii. p. 748 of 2nd ed.): "That Zedekiah must have labored at the mill, as is mentioned in later chronicles, is probably a mere inference from Lam 5:13."    (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
25:4. flight of army. It can be assumed by the context of this difficult verse that the king and his bodyguard attempted to escape by the east. The "men of war" may refer to the Babylonian soldiers who made a breach in the city wall, causing Zedekiah to flee. (IVP Commentary)
25:5. plains of Jericho. The king took the Arabah Road (see v. 4), the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, which was in the steppe land of the Jordan Valley rift. The plains of Jericho are stretches of flat and dry ground east of Jericho. It was an open area, which made it easy for the Babylonian troops to retrieve the fugitives.  (IVP Commentary)
25:7. Zedekiah's treatment. Blinding was a common treatment of rebellious slaves (even subject kings) in the ancient Near East. The Assyrian vassal treaties mention blinding as a curse for a future violator of a loyalty oath. Other Assyrian sources mention the blinding of one eye of prisoners of war, in order that they could still be used as a work force but would have been rendered incapacitated in war. Zedekiah was put in a "house of punishment," corresponding to an Assyrian word for prison. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
25:8-10. fall of Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan, the commander of the Babylonian armed forces, was the "chief cook" mentioned in a list of high officials of Nebuchadnezzar II. The title "chief cook," like that of "chief cupbearer," was an archaic term for those in high positions in Assyrian and Babylonian courts. They were often sent on military and diplomatic missions (e.g., the Rabshakeh was the "chief cupbearer" to Sennacherib, 2 Kings 18:17). Nebuzaradan was responsible for the destruction of the city of Jerusalem, for sending Judahite high officials to be executed (vv. 8-12,18-21) and for the deportation of a number of the Judahites a few years later (c. 582 B.C.; Jer 52:24-30). Typical of Assyrian and Babylonian practice, Nebuzaradan destroyed the major public centers in the city and the protective walls of the city to make it vulnerable to further attack.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
[General Information - 52:4-11] The ninth year of his reign would be (589-588). The tenth day of the tenth month is the (10th of Tevet), which is observed as a fast day to mark the beginning of the siege (cf. Zechariah 8:19). [Jewish Study Bible]
52:5: The eleventh year of King Zedekiah would be (587-586). 6: The ninth day of the fourth month is the (9th of Tamuz). Although originally observed as a fast (Zechariah 8:19), it was later replaced by the (17th day of Tamuz) to commemorate the day that the Roman general Titus breached the walls of the Second Temple (see Talmud b. Ta’an. 28b). [Jewish Study Bible]
52:7 The Arabah is the dry Jordan rift that extends from the Jordan River and Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aqabah. [Jewish Study Bible]
52:8: Jericho, the major city in this region, is located west of the Jordan and (10 km [6 miles]) north of the Dead Sea. [Jewish Study Bible]
52:9-11: Hamath is modern Hama in northern Syria. Nebuchadnezzar established his headquarters in Riblah, located in the Lebanese Beqa’ Valley, Portions of (verses 10-11) is missing in (2 Kings 25:7).  [Jewish Study Bible]
Jer 52:12-23
The Temple and City Plundered and Burned

12 Now in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month (which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, who served the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 He burned the house of the Lord and the king's house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire. 14 And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down all the walls of Jerusalem all around. 15 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive some of the poor people, the rest of the people who remained in the city, the defectors who had deserted to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the craftsmen. 16 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers. 

17 The bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, and the carts and the bronze Sea that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried all their bronze to Babylon. 18 They also took away the pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the bowls, the spoons, and all the bronze utensils with which the priests ministered. 19 The basins, the fire pans, the bowls, the pots, the lamp stands, the spoons, and the cups, whatever was solid gold and whatever was solid silver, the captain of the guard took away. 
20 The two pillars, one Sea, the twelve bronze bulls which were under it, and the carts, which King Solomon had made for the house of the Lord — the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. 21 Now concerning the pillars: the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, a measuring line of twelve cubits could measure its circumference, and its thickness was four fingers; it was hollow. 22 A capital of bronze was on it; and the height of one capital was five cubits, with a network and pomegranates all around the capital, all of bronze. The second pillar, with pomegranates was the same. 23 There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all the pomegranates, all around on the network, were one hundred. NKJV

25:13-17. plunder of Jerusalem. The writer of 2 Kings is probably reciting this list of items from non-extant official temple records of Judah. It can be compared to 2 Kings 17:15-50, where the original manufacture of the items was recorded. The large list of bronze objects may be a booty count. The items in 2 Kings 17 that were omitted here had been sent to Assyria in previous years (e.g., twelve bronze bulls were sent by Ahaz to Tiglath-Pileser III; 2 Kings 16:17). No Babylonian sources describe the inventory taken from Jerusalem. (IVP)
25:22. governorship. It is possible that Gedaliah had previously been in the service of King Zedekiah, based upon a seal impression of the late seventh century B.C. from Lachish that reads, "Belonging to Gedaliah, the Royal Steward." Alternatively, however, that bulla may refer to another Gedaliah of this period (see Jer 38:1). The name Gedaliah is also found on an Ostraca from Arad. He was probably a ranking member of the "pro-Babylonian" party in Jerusalem. Similar to the Assyrians, the Babylonians desired to found an administrative core with a strong Babylonian presence in Judah. Contrary to Assyrian practice, however, the Babylonians did not repopulate Judah with people from other parts of the empire. (IVP) 
52:12-16 The tenth day of the fifth month is the (10th of Av), but (2 Kings 25:8) reads the seventh day or the (7th of Av) [Talmud B. Ta’anit 29a] reconciles these traditions by stating that Nebuzaradan entered the Temple on the (7th of Av), set it on fire on the (9th of Av), and it burned unto the (10th). The (9th of Av) (Tish’ah be’av or in the Hebrew Tish’ah be’av) is subsequently observed as the fast day. The Babylonians took skilled workers with them to Babylon, but left the poor and unskilled behind.  [Jewish Study Bible]
52:17-23 A detailed list of the Temple vessels, furnishings, and fixtures that were taken by the Babylonians. (See 1 Kings Chapters 6-7) for a detailed account of Solomon’s construction and provision of the Temple. Some details do not appear in (2 Kings 25:13-17). 22: The pomegranates were decorative, and may have symbolized the role of the Temple as the center of creation.  [Jewish Study Bible]
Jeremiah 52:12-14

Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem,
The destruction of Jerusalem and of the temple, and the carrying away of the people, which are only very summarily stated in Jer 39:8-10, are here related in complete accordance with the account given in 2 Kings 25:8-17. The deviations for the most part originated through the freedom exercised by the epitomizer in his work, or only when mistakes were made by later copyists. The text before us has some amplifications (especially the notices regarding the ornaments of the brazen pillars, v. 23) which are found nowhere else in the Old Testament. 
The difference in date between v. 12 ("on the tenth of the month") and the passage in Kings ("on the seventh of the month") has arisen through one number having been mistaken for another in copying; it cannot now be decided which is correct; see on 2 Kings 25:18. As to Nebuzaradan, see on Jer 39:13. Instead of ‎lip­neey ‎‎’aamad‎, [on the tenth of the month] is found ‎’ebed ‎ [on the seventh of the month] in 2 Kings 25:8, which certainly is a simpler reading, but one having less appearance of being the original. The only strange point is the want of the relative ‎°asher ‎in plain prose before ‎’aamad‎, which is probably to be pointed ‎’omeed‎. ‎biyruwshaalayim‎, instead of ‎y­ruwshaalayim ‎ (Kings), is a pregnant expression for "he came into Jerusalem." — V. 14. From the expression ‎°et-kaalch-owmowt‎, as given in v. 14, "all" is omitted in Kings, as being not indispensable for the meaning. (Keil & Delitzsch Comm.)
Jeremiah 52:15-16

Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, and the residue of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude.
The first words, "And of the poor of the people," are wanting in Kings, and have been brought here, through an error on the part of the copyist, from the beginning of the next verse; for "the poor of the people" are first treated of in v. 16, where it is stated that Nebuzaradan left them in the land, while v. 15 treats of those who were carried away to Babylon. The word ‎haa°aamown‎, instead of ‎hehaamown ‎ (Kings), seems to have originated simply through the exchange of a (‎°‎) for h (‎h‎), and to mean, like the other, the multitude of people. "The rest of the people of Jerusalem" are divided, by ‎w­°eet-w­°eet‎, into those who went over to the Chaldeans, and the rest of the people who were taken prisoners by the Chaldeans at the capture of the city. 
The statement that both of these two classes of the population of Jerusalem were carried away to Babylon is so far limited by the further declaration, in v. 16, that Nebuzaradan did not carry away every one, without exception, but let a portion of the humbler inhabitants of the country, who had no property, remain in the land, as vinedressers and husbandmen, that they might till the land. Instead of ‎haa°aarets ‎‎midalowt ‎there occurs in Kings ‎haa°aarets ‎‎midalat‎, and in Jer 39:10, more distinctly, ‎hadaliym ‎‎haa’aam ‎‎min‎, "some of the people, the humbler ones," who had no property of their own. ‎dalaah‎, pl. ‎dalowt‎, is an abstract noun, "poverty;" the singular is used collectively, and hence the plural is here used to supply the deficiency. For ‎yog­biym‎, from ‎yaagab‎, to plough, there is found instead, in 2 Kings 25:12, Kethib ‎gaabiym‎, from ‎guwb‎, with the same meaning.   (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
‘Some of the poorest in the land – were left by Nebuzaradan, the chief of the guards, to be vine-dressers and field hands.’         Jer. 52:16 Tanakh Text
‘But some of the poorest in the land were left by the chief of the guards, to be vinedressers and field hands.’
                              2 Kings 25:12 Tanakh Text
Remember God’s word is pure and unspoiled by man in the main things such as salvation and our walk with the father. In the history of the nation of Israel there can be some differences, but these are not that important, these differences can be from the failure on the part of man [scribes]. In the Dead Sea Scrolls we find the book of Isaiah almost identical with our modern versions. God has indeed kept His word. ‘When this world is destroyed My word will stand.’


Paul the Learner
It is easy to get confused and wonder just what is the correct reading. ‘Out of the mouth of two or three witnesses let the matter be established.’

Jeremiah 52:17-23
Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to Babylon.
The carrying away of the vessels of the temple is more fully stated than in 2 Kings 25:13-17. The large brazen articles, the two pillars at the porch (cf. 1 Kings 7:15ff.), the bases (1 Kings 7:27ff.), and the brazen sea (1 Kings 7:23ff.), which were too vast in their proportions to be easily carried away to Babylon, were broken to pieces by the Chaldeans, who carried off the brass of which they were made. ‎l­beeyt ‎‎°asher ‎is more correct than ‎beeyt ‎‎°asher ‎ (Kings), and "all their brass" is more precise than simply "their brass" (Kings). In the enumeration of the smaller brazen vessels used for the temple service, v. 18, there is omitted, in 2 Kings, ‎w­°et-hamiz­raaqowt‎, "and the bowls" (used in sacrifice); this omission is perhaps due merely to an error in transcription. 
The enumeration of the gold and silver vessels in v. 19 has been much more abbreviated in 2 Kings 25:15, where only "the fire-pans and the bowls" are mentioned, while in the text here, besides these there are named "the basons," then "the pots (English version caldrons), and the candlesticks, and the pans (English versions spoons), and the cups." For particulars regarding these different vessels, see on 1 Kings 7:40 1 Kings 7:45 1 Kings 7:50. In v. 20, reference is made to the fact that the mass of metal in the vessels that were carried away was without weight. The same is stated in 2 Kings 25:16, where, however, there is no mention of the twelve brazen bulls; while in the text of Jeremiah, ‎ham­konowt ‎‎tachat ‎‎°asher ‎is faulty, and we must read instead, ‎w­ham­konowt ‎‎tach­taayw ‎‎°asher‎. 
The assertion of Graf, in his commentary on this verse, and of Thenius on 2 Kings 25:16 - that the notice regarding the twelve brazen bulls is incorrect, because these were then no longer in Jerusalem (27:19), but had previously been removed by Ahaz from under the brazen sea for Tiglath-pileser-we have already, under 2 Kings 16:17, shown to be erroneous. In vv. 21-23, the narrator, in order to call attention to the amount of art exhibited on the vessels destroyed by the Chaldeans, gives a brief description of the brazen pillars with their capitals. This description is much shortened in 2 Kings 25:17, and contains notices completing that which is given of these works of art in 1 Kings 7. For details, see the passage referred to. (Keil and Delitzsch Comm.) 
Jer 52:24-30

The People Taken Captive to Babylonia

24 The captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second priest, and the three doorkeepers. 25 He also took out of the city an officer who had charge of the men of war, seven men of the king's close associates who were found in the city, the principal scribe of the army who mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the midst of the city. 26 And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took these and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive from its own land. 

28 These are the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year, three thousand and twenty-three Jews; 29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty-two persons; 30 in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred and forty-five persons. All the persons were four thousand six hundred. NKJV
2 Kings 25:23-25
25:23-25. Mizpah. This was the capital of what was left of Judah. Mizpah is an eight-acre site located about eight miles north of Jerusalem. For information concerning its earlier history see comments on 1 Sam 7:5 and 2 Chron 16:6. Recent reassessment of excavation reports have identified an occupation level from this period. One of the artifacts found at the site was a seal belonging to "Jaazaniah, the servant of the king"—likely the same individual mentioned in verse 23.    (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

[General Information - 52:24-30] The Babylonians deported a number of key officials and officers to Riblah, where they were executed before Nebuchadnezzar. [Jewish Study Bible]
52:24: Seraiah the chief priest is Seraiah son of Azariah (1 Chronicles 4:40). Ezra is later identified as the son of Seraiah, which clearly must mean that he is a descendant of Seraiah (Ezra 7:1). Zephaniah, the deputy priest, (cf. 21:1; 29:24; 37:3). 25: Although this passage lists seven royal privy councilors, (2 Kings 25:19) lists only five. Rashi claims that two were of lesser importance. [Jewish Study Bible]
Jeremiah 52:24-30

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door:
The account given regarding the arrest of the chief officers of the temple and of the city, and concerning their transportation to Riblah, where Nebuchadnezzar caused them to be executed, agrees with 2 Kings 25:18-21, except in some unimportant variations, which, however, do not alter the sense; the explanation has been already given in the commentary on that passage. In 2 Kings 25, the account of the appointment of Gedaliah as the governor of Judah, together with that of his assassination by Ishmael, which follows the narrative just referred to, is here omitted, because the matter has been already more fully stated in the passage Jer 40:7 on to 43:7, and had no close connection with the object of the present chapter. 
Instead of this, there follows here, in vv. 28-30 (as a continuation of the remark made, v. 27, "Thus was Judah carried away captive out of his own land"), a calculation of the number of the Jews taken to Babylon at the three deportations:
1. In the seventh year of Nebuchadnezzar, 3023 Jews; 
2. In the eighteenth year, 832 souls from Jerusalem;
3. And in the twenty-third year, 745 souls-in all, 4600 persons.
The correctness of these data is vouched for by the exactness of the separate numbers, and the agreement of the sum with the individual items. In other respects, however, they present various difficulties: 
1. There is, first, the chronological discrepancy that the second deportation is here placed in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar, in contradiction with v. 12, according to which, the deportation after the taking of Jerusalem occurred in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar; and 832 souls could not well be carried out of Jerusalem during the siege. 
2. This difference can be settled only by assuming that this list of deportations was derived from another source than the preceding notice regarding the destruction of Jerusalem, in which the years of Nebuchadnezzar's reign were reckoned in some other way than elsewhere in Jeremiah and in the books of Kings, probably from the date of the actual commencement of his reign, which followed a year after he first appeared in Judah, from which his reign is dated elsewhere; see Comm. on Daniel at Dan 1:1.
3. According to this mode of computation, the seventh year would correspond to the eighth of the common reckoning, and be the year in which Jehoiachin was carried away to Babylon, together with a large number of the people. 
4. But this does not agree with 3023, which is given as the number of those who were carried away; for, at that time, according to 2 Kings 24:14,16, as many as 10,000 Jews, or, according to another view of these verses, even 18,000, were carried away to Babylon. 
5. This difference does not permit of being explained in any way. Ewald (History of the People of Israel, iii. p. 738) accordingly assumes that in v. 28, after ‎sheba’, the word ‎’es­reeh ‎has been omitted, as in 2 Chron 36:9, where the age of Jehoiachin is given; hence he thinks that, instead of "in the seventh," we must read "in the seventeenth year of Nebuchadnezzar." 
6. On such a view, the reference would be to a deportation which took place under Zedekiah, a year before the capture, or during the time of the siege of Jerusalem, and that, too, out of the country districts of Judah in contrast with Jerusalem, v. 29.

This supposition is favored not merely by the small number of those who are said to have been carried away, but also by the context of the narrative, inasmuch as, in what precedes, it is only the capture of Jerusalem and the deportation of the people in Zedekiah's time that is treated of. Nägelsbach has objected to this supposition, that it was not likely the great mass of the people would be carried away during the war, at a time when the approach of the Egyptian army (cf. Jer 37:5) was an object of dread. 
But the objection does not weaken the supposition, since the former rests on two presuppositions that are quite erroneous: viz, 
1. First, that the deportation took place before the defeat of the auxiliary army from Egypt, where as it may have followed that event; 
2. And secondly, that the Chaldeans, by keeping the hostile Jews in the country, might have been able to get some assistance against the Egyptian army, whereas, by removing the hostile population of Judah, they would but diminish the number of the enemies with which they had to contend. 
We therefore regard this conjecture as highly probable, because it is the means of settling all difficulties, and because we can thereby account for the small number of those who were carried away in the deportations during and after the destruction of Jerusalem.
Regarding the third deportation, which was effected by Nebuzaradan (v. 30) in the twenty-third, or, according to another reckoning, in the twenty-fourth year of Nebuchadnezzar, i.e., in the fifth year after the destruction of Jerusalem, we have no other information; for the statement of Josephus, Ant. x. 9.  7, that Nebuchadnezzar made war upon the Ammonites and Moabites in that year, has not been placed beyond a doubt, and is probably a mere inference from this verse, taken in connection with the prophecies in ch. 48 and 49. 
Yet there is nothing improbable in the statement, viewed by itself. For it must be borne in mind that, after the appointment of Gedaliah as governor, and the departure of the Chaldean hosts, many Jews, who had fled during the war, returned into the country. Hence, in spite of the fact that, after the murder of Gedaliah, a multitude of Jews, fearing the vengeance of the Chaldeans, fled to Egypt, many may have still remained in the country; and many other fugitives may not have returned till afterwards, and given occasion to the Chaldeans for removing other 745 disturbers of the peace to Babylon, four or five years after Jerusalem had been laid in ashes.

This deportation may have taken place on the occasion of the subjugation of the Moabites, Ammonites, and Idumeans, or during the war with the Phoenicians, possibly because they had rendered assistance to these nations against the Chaldeans. These verses thus contain nothing to justify the assumption of M. von Niebuhr (Gesch. Assyr. und Babels, S. 58, note) and Nägelsbach, that they are a gloss. The paucity of those who were carried away is not to be attributed to a desire on the part of the writer of this inserted portion to represent the calamity as not so very terrible after all; nor is it due to the substitution of the number of the Levites for that of the entire people-two wholly arbitrary assumptions: it is completely explained by a consideration of the historical circumstances. 
The best of the population of Judah had already been carried away, and Zedekiah and his counselors must have said to themselves, when they rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, that the latter would not spare this time; thus they must have defended themselves to the utmost, as is shown by the very fact that the siege of Jerusalem lasted eighteen months. In this manner, war, pestilence, and famine carried off a great number of the population of Jerusalem; so that, of men who were able-bodied and fit for war, and who could be carried into exile, not more than 4600 fell into the hands of the Chaldeans. 
During the war, also, many had concealed themselves in inaccessible places, while the lowest of the people were left behind in the country to cultivate the fields. Still more strange might appear the circumstance that the sum-total of those who were carried away to Babylon, viz., 10,000 with Jehoiachin, and 4600 under Zedekiah-14,600 in all-is evidently disproportionate to the number of those who returned to Jerusalem and Judah under Zerubbabel, which number is given in Ezra 2:64 at 42,360, exclusive of men and maid servants. For this reason, Graf is of opinion that still later deportations may have taken place, of which no mention is made anywhere. This assumption, however, has little probability. On the other hand, we must consider these points:

(1.) In the accounts given of those who were carried away, only full-grown and independent persons of the male sex are reckoned, while, along with fathers, both their wives and their children went into exile. 
(2.) Even so early as the first capture of Jerusalem in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, a number of prisoners of war, perhaps not inconsiderable, came to Babylon; these might unite with the thousands of their brethren who were carried thither at a later period. 
(3.) When the exiles had settled down in Babylon, and there found not only a means of livelihood, but even in many instances, as is clear from several intimations, attained to opulence as citizens, many, even of those who had been left in the country, may have gone to Babylon, in the hope of finding there greater prosperity than in Judah, now laid waste and depopulated by war.
(4.) From the time when the 10,000 were carried away with Jehoiachin, in the year 599 B.C., till the return under Zerubbabel, 536 B.C., 63 years, i.e., nearly two generations, had passed, during which the exiles might largely increase in numbers. If we take all these elements into consideration, then, in the simple fact that the number of those who returned amounts to nearly three times the numbers of those given as having been carried away under Jehoiachin and Zedekiah, we cannot find such a difficulty as entitles us to doubt the correctness of the numbers handed down to us.   (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
A comparison of this chapter with the parallel portion of 2 Kings shows that though not free from clerical errors and mistakes of copyists the body of the text is remarkably sound. Many of the differences between the two texts are abbreviations made purposely by the compiler of the Book of Kings; others are the result of negligence; and upon the whole the text of the Book of Kings is inferior to that of the Appendix to the Book of Jeremiah. Bearing in mind, however, that possibly they are not two transcripts of the same text, but the result of an independent use by two different writers of the same original authority, their complete agreement, except in trivial matters and mistakes easy of correction, is a satisfactory proof of the general trust-worthiness of the Masoretic Text in all more important particulars. VS 29-34  (Barnes' Notes)

Jer 52:31-34
Jehoiachin Released from Prison

(2 Kings 25:27-30)

31 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the month, that Evil-Merodach* king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. 32 And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 33 So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life. 34 And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king of Babylon, a portion for each day until the day of his death, all the days of his life. NKJV
2 Kings 25:27-30

25:27-30. Jehoiachin in Babylon. The thirty-seventh year of Jehoiachin's exile was 560 B.C. Evil-Merodach (Babylonian, Amel- Marduk, "the man of Marduk") ruled Babylon from 562 to 560. He was the son and successor of Nebuchadnezzar II. He was assassinated by his successor Neriglissar. Very few sources remain from his brief reign. Jehoiachin was given the "seat of seats" by Evil-Merodach, implying that there were other royal prisoners in Babylon. The Unger Prism gives a list of kings who were prisoners in Babylon during the reign of Evil-Merodach. They include the kings of Tyre, Gaza, Sidon, Arvad and Arpad. Jehoiachin is mentioned on a rations list from Babylon, confirming the biblical information that he was fed at the king's table. (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament).
[General Information - 52:28-30] the passage enumerates the numbers of exiles for each of Nebuchadnezzar’s three deportations:

1. The seventh year (597 BCE) when Jehoiachin was deported;

2. The eighteenth year (588 BCE) when Jerusalem was destroyed;
3. The twenty-third year (582 BCE) when Gedaliah was assassinated (Chapters 41-42). 
(2 Kings 25:12) claims that the first deportation took place in Nebuchadnezzar’s eighth year, but Radak states that the deportation began in the seventh and continued through the eighth. [JSB]
52:28: (2 Kings 25:14) claims that 10,000 Jews were deported at this time rather than 3,023. Rashi, following Seder Olam, reconciles the traditions by claiming that 10,000 refer to exiles from Israel and 3,023 refer to those from Judah. [Jewish Study Bible]
52:29 (2 Kings 25:8) states that the second deportation took place in the nineteenth, not the eighteenth year (cf. verse 12). Rashi and Radak indicate that the discrepancy follows from the earlier discrepancy concerning the first deportation. [Jewish Study Bible]
[General Information - 31-34:] King Jehoiachin’s release from prison. Many modern scholars view this concluding note as an attempt to end Jeremiah and Kings on an optimistic note, where the release of Jehoiachin is meant to foreshadow the broader return to Zion and reestablishment of the Davidic monarchy.  [Jewish Study Bible]
52:31 The twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month is the (25th of Adar). (2 Kings 25:27) states that it was the twenty-seventh day. Evil-Merodach is a Hebrew version of the name Amel-Marduk (“servant of Marduk”), the son of Nebuchadnezzar who ruled for only two years before he died (562-560 BCE).
  [Jewish Study Bible]
Jeremiah 52:31-34
And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that EviL Merodach king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth out of prison,
The closing portion of this chapter, viz., the notice regarding the liberation of Jehoiachin from imprisonment, ad his elevation to royal honors by Evil-Merodach after Nebuchadnezzar's death, substantially agrees with the account given of that even in 2 Kings 25:27-30. The difference of date, "on the twenty-fifth of the month" (v. 31), and "on the twenty-seventh of the month" in 2 Kings, has arisen through the entrance of a clerical error into one text or the other. The few remaining variations of the two texts have no influence on the meaning. As to the fact itself, and its importance for the people languishing in exile, we may refer to the explanation given at 2 Kings 25:27ff.

(From Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
This ends our study of the Book of Jeremiah.0
Paul the Learner
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