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INTRODUCTION





THE  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  BOOK  AS  A  WHOLE.


        I.     1:1-2:3.         The  Introduction.


       II.     2:4-50:26.    The  Eleven  "Generations" *.





Gen. 1:1-2:3   (I above)   THE  INTRODUCTION





A.	1:1	“THE WORLD THAT THEN WAS”   (2 Pet. 3:6).


		ITS CREATION IN THE MIND OF GOD, THAT WAS DESTROYED IN THE DAYS 


		OF NOAH.


1:2   THE REALITY THAT GOD CALLS THINGS THAT ARE NOT AS IF THEY WERE


        (THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM).


A. 1:2-31	“THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WHICH ARE NOW” (2 Pet. 3:7). THEIR 


		CREATION IN TIME PRESENT. (THE SIX DAYS).


B.  2:1-3  THEIR END.  BLESSING.


												 


Gen. 2:4-50:26   (II above)  THE  ELEVEN   "GENERATIONS”*							


A.     2:4-4:26   	 "THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH" 


         		    B.     5:1-6:8   ADAM  


			C.     6:9-9:29   	NOAH                                          	 Mankind in General 


				D.     10:1-11:9   THE SONS OF NOAH				


					E.      	11:10-11:26	  SHEM  


						F.      11:27-25:11  	TERAH	    





A.      25:12-18   ISHMAEL  


B.      25:19-35:29   ISAAC   


C.     36:1-8   ESAU                                               		The Chosen People


36:9-43  THE SONS OF ESAU


E.    JACOB    37:1-50





* There  are 14 generations altogether in the Bible:    11 In Genesis,   1 in Num. 3:1 ,   and  1 in Matt. 1:1    


     


MAIN  TOPIC  -  It is not the purpose of the author of Genesis to give an elaborate account of the creation; only a single chapter is devoted to the subject;  just a bare outline containing a few fundamental facts, 


	While thirty-eight chapters are given to an account of the history of the chosen family.





THEME  --  The main theme of Genesis is Man's sin, and the initial steps taken for his redemption		 by a Divine covenant, made with a chosen race whose early history is here portrayed.


	  





Revelation of God’s word (or will) is based on:





1.	HUNGER		“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they 


				will be filled.”  Matt. 5:6





2.	LABOR		“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 


				workman who does not need to be ashamed and who handles the 


				word of truth.”  2 Tim. 2:15


3.	DISCIPLINE		“Come near to God and he will come near to you.”  James 4:8





4.	SENSITIVITY		“Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?”  Amos 3:3





												


The Hebrew name for the First Book of Moses was originally Sefer Maaseh Bereshith, ‘Book of Creation.’ This was rendered into Greek by Genesis, ‘origin,’ because it gives an account of the creation of the world and the beginnings of life and society. Its current Jewish name is Bereshith (‘In the beginning’) which is the first Hebrew word in its opening sentence. Bereshith is also the name of Chapters 1:6,8, the first of the fifty-four weekly Torah Readings (Sedrahs) on Sabbath mornings.





The biblical title of the Mosaic writings most usually employed is Ha Torah, “the Law;” from yarah, “to teach,” or “direct:” - “the Law of the Lord,” to assert its true origin and authority; and “the Law of Moses,” to denote the mediatorial agency by which it was given to mankind. The common conventional title, “the Pentateuch,” is a combination of the Greek words, meaning “a volume,” and “five;” “the Five-fold Book;” which corresponds with the Rabbinical appellation of Chamishah Chuymeshe hattorah, “the Five Fifths of the Law.”








1.	Genesis			Bereshith			“In the beginning;”


2.	Exodus			Ve Elleh Shemoth		“These are the names;”


3.	Leviticus			Vaiyikra			“And he called;”


4.	Numbers			Vaidabber			“And he spoke,”


					Bemidbar			“In the wilderness;”


5.	Deuteronomy			Elleh Haddebarim		“These are the words,” or


					Sepher Debarim		“the Book of the Words.”























LAWS BEFORE SINAI





The existence of Laws in the book of Genesis and Exodus is evident, though there is no formal record of their delivery.	Compare Ex. 18:16





Doubtless some were made known to mankind, as such by God:





		The Law of the Sabbath							Gen. 2:3


		The days noted in connection with the flood are all Sabbaths except one	Gen. 8:5


		The law of the place of worship						Gen. 4:3,4,16


		The law of offerings							Gen. 4:4	





But, side by side with these special Divine communications, the Babylonian laws were codified in the age of Abraham.





In AD 1901, the Code of Amraphel (Khammurabi), Gen. 14:1, was discovered in Susa by M.J. De-Morgan. The latest date for this code is 2139 BC





Eight hundred years before Moses, these laws governed the peoples from the Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea, and from Persia to the Mediterranean and were in force throughout Canaan.





Hence, we have now before us both codes; and are in a good position to answer Jehovah’s question found in Deuteronomy 4:8, “What nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?”








THE OFFENSE		PUNISHMENT BY GOD’S  LAW		KHAMMURABI’S	





Stealing				Restoring double (Ex. 22:9)			Death (#4)


Burglary			Restoring double (Ex. 22:7)			Death (#21)


Harboring slave			No offense (Deut. 23:15)			Death (#16)


Injuring slave			Freedom given to slave.				Compensation (#199)


Injuring rich man		Same injury to injurer				Same (#196,197)


Injuring poor man		Same injury inflicted (Ex. 21:23--25)		Fine (#198)


Injuring, Death daughter		Each case judged on its own merits		Death of injurers





We see the laws of Khammurabi operating in Genesis in the following instances:





The law of adoption made Eliezer Abram’s heir (Gen. 15).			(#191)


The giving of Hagar to Abraham (Gen. 16); and of Bjilhad (Gen. 20:4).		(#146)
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