DEUTERONOMY

INTRODUCTION

The basic questions of the faith are here faced. What is the meaning of God’s great acts in saving and preserving a chosen people who so manifestly do not deserve or even merit His gracious consideration? What is the meaning of the covenant and the revelation of God’s will within it?  What are the peculiar temptations of the nation in its land, and wherein lies its true security that its days may be prolonged upon the good earth which God has given it?

THEME:
Deut 10:12-22
12
And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,

13
To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?

14
Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is.

15
Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this day.

16
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked.

17
For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:

18
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment.

19
Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

20
Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name.

21
He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for thee these great and terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.

22
Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; and now the LORD thy God hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude. (KJV)

Deuteronomy is quoted 83 times in the New Testament.
Deut 17:18-19

18
And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:

19
And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them:

(KJV)

INTRODUCTION
‘In Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, the legislation is represented as in process of enactment, the occasion or the time when the successive installments were received is commonly stated, and each body of statutes is severally declared to proceed from God. In Deuteronomy, on the other hand, the Law is represented, not as being enacted, but as being rehearsed and expounded. Thirty-eight years have elapsed since the greater part of the old legislation was given. 
The new generation, on the eve of taking possession of Canaan, is summoned to hear the law of the nation, to be instructed in the application of its principles to the new circumstances which await them, to have their apprehension of its spirituality quickened, and then to renew intelligently the covenant made with their fathers.’





Westminster Dictionary of the Bible Pg. 137

NAME:
The name of the Fifth Book of Moses is ‘these are the words,’ from the opening phrase in the Hebrew Text. This title has been shortened in current use to Devarim, ‘Words.’  The oldest name of the Book, however, was ‘the Repetition of the Torah,’ a phrase based on Deuteronomy 17:18. The Greek-speaking Jews translated this name by Deuteronomion ‘Second Law’; and this title was taken over by the Latin Bible as Deuteronomium, and thence by the English Versions as Deuteronomy.

CONTENTS:
A full title might be, Moses’ Farewell Discourses and Song to Israel. The Lawgiver had brought his People to the borders of the Holy Land. He then recounts in three Discourses the events of the forty years’ wanderings; and warns against the temptations awaiting them in Canaan, with promise of Divine judgment for disobedience, and Divine blessing for faithful observance, of God’s commandments. 

Included in the second Discourse is a rehearsal of the principal laws (DT. 12-26), as these were to be observed in the new Land. These laws are given in free reproduction, with hortatory amplification, abbreviation, or even modification to meet new conditions.

In his Farewell Song, the dying Leader celebrates God as the Rock of Israel. This is followed by the Farewell Blessing. Standing on the brink of the grave, he gives his parting benediction to the tribes whose religious and political welfare had been the devoted labour of his life. He then ascends the height to the sepulchre which no man knoweth. ‘And there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses.’












Rabbi Hertz
NATURE AND INFLUENCE:
Deuteronomy is a unique book - distinct from the narrative and historical, the legal, prophetic, and devotional writing of Holy Scripture, though it has affinities with each of them. In its literary aspect, it is oratory; and as such it is unsurpassed in its rush of rhythmic sentences, its ebb and flow of exalted passion, its accents of appeal and denunciation: Moses’ speech shines as well as his face. And this noble language gives utterance to truths which are always and everywhere sovereign - that God is One, and that man must be wholly His; that God is Righteousness and Faithfulness, Mercy and Love. The central declaration of all this oratory, enshrined by Judaism in its daily devotions, is the Shema - which, as we shall see, teaches the unity of the Creator, the unity of creation and the unity of mankind.

INTRODUCTION
The God proclaimed by Deuteronomy stands in a relation to Israel and humanity not merely of Judge or Ruler, but of Friend and Father. ‘And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy might.’  This whole-souled love and devotion to God is to be accompanied by a large-hearted benevolence towards man, and indeed towards all sentient beings; by the recognition of the retributive righteousness of God; and by the insistence on the vital importance of family life, and of religious instruction within the home. The influence of this Book of the Farewell Discourses of Moses on both domestic and personal religion in Israel throughout the millennia has never been exceeded by that of any other Book in Scripture. 
II Ki 22:10-11

10
And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king.

11
And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. (KJV)

II Ki 22:13
13
Go ye, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us. (KJV)

DIVISIONS:

1.  Chapter 1:1-5
Introductory.
2.  Chapter 1:6-4:40
First Discourse 
- a review of Israel’s journeying, with an appeal not to 






     Forget the truth promulgated at Horeb.

3.  Chapter 4:44-26
Second Discourse
 - on the religious foundations of the Covenant, together






     With a Code of Law, dealing with worship (12:1-16:17),







     Government (16:18-18), criminal law (19-21:1-9).







     Domestic life (21:10-25), and rituals at the Sanctuary 







     (26).

4.  Chapter 27-30
Third Discourse
   - the enforcement of the Law, and the establishment afresh







     Of the Covenant between Israel and God.

5.  Chapter 32-34
The Last Days of Moses  - the charge to Joshua, the delivery of the Law to the







       Priests, the Song, the Blessing, and the death of Moses.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE

A       1:1-5
       Introduction.

  B C   
1:6-32:47      The Tribes. Their Administration.

        D
    32:48-52
Moses.
 His Death Announced.

  B C
33:1-29         The Tribes. Their Blessing.

        D
    34:1-7
Moses.
  His Death Accomplished.

A       34:8-12
      Conclusion.

INTRODUCTION

Deut 1:1-8

1:1 The Previous Command to Enter Canaan 

These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain opposite Suph, between Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2 It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea. 3 Now it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spoke to the children of Israel according to all that the LORD had given him as commandments to them, 

4 after he had killed Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who dwelt at Ashtaroth in Edrei. 5 On this side of the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying, 6 "The LORD our God spoke to us in Horeb, saying: 'You have dwelt long enough at this mountain. 7 Turn and take your journey, and go to the mountains of the Amorites, to all the neighboring places in the plain, in the mountains and in the lowland, in the South and on the seacoast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the River Euphrates. 8 See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which the LORD swore to your fathers — to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — to give to them and their descendants after them.' NKJV
Deut 1:1-5

Verse 1-5. Verses 1-4 contain the heading to the whole book; and to this the introduction to the first address is appended in v. 5. By the expression, "These be the words," etc., Deuteronomy is attached to the previous books; the word "these," which refers to the addresses that follow, connects what follows with what goes before, just as in Gen 2:4; 6:9, etc. 
The geographical data in v. 1 present no little difficulty; for whilst the general statement as to the place where Moses delivered the addresses in this book, viz., beyond Jordan, is particularized in the introduction to the second address (Deut 4:46), as "in the valley over against Beth-Peor," here it is described as "in the wilderness, in the Arabah," etc. 
This contrast between the verse before us and Deut 4:45-46, and still more the introduction of the very general and loose expression, "in the desert," which is so little adapted for a geographical definition of the locality, that it has to be defined itself by the additional words "in the Arabah," suggest the conclusion that the particular names introduced are not intended to furnish as exact a geographical account as possible of the spot where Moses explained the law to all Israel, but to call up to view the scene of the addresses which follow, and point out the situation of all Israel at that time.

Israel was "in the desert," not yet in Canaan the promised inheritance, and in fact "in the Arabah." This is the name given to the deep low-lying plain on both sides of the Jordan, which runs from the Lake of Gennesareth to the Dead Sea, and stretches southwards from the Dead Sea to Aila, at the northern extremity of the Red Sea, as we may see very clearly from Deut 2:8, where the way which the Israelites took past Edom to Aila is called the "way of the Arabah," and also from the fact that the Dead Sea is called "the sea of the Arabah" in Deut 3:17 and 4:49. 
CHAPTER ONE
At present the name Arabah is simply attached to the southern half of this valley, between the Dead Sea and the Red Sea; whilst the northern part, between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee, is called el Ghor; though Abulfeda, Ibn Haukal, and other Arabic geographers, extend the name Ghor from the Lake of Gennesareth to Aila. Cuwp mowl, "over against Suph." 


Keil and Delitzsch
Note:
You will notice that I am using the New King James Translation for this book. I though it would be better than 1611 Translation, it is in more modern English.



Paul the Learner
Chapter 1:1-5 Introductory

These verses are usually taken to be the general superscription to Deuteronomy. They specify the place and time of the Farewell Discourses of the Lawgiver recorded in this Book.

1:1
WORDS or DISCOURSES
Of exhortation and reproof, which form the main contents of Deuteronomy.
Rabbi Hertz
1:1
UNTO
 ALL ISRAEL
‘These words redound to the praise of Israel. Knowing that they were called together for the purpose of hearing a discourse which would contain strong words of reproof, they nevertheless attended in full number’









Sifri

1:1 BEYOND THE JORDAN
The Hebrew says ‘at the crossing of the Jordan’ or, ‘at the banks of the Jordan,’ eastern or western. Which one of these is meant in any particular passage can be determined only by the context (Gesenius, Luzzatto, and Friedlander - commentators); See Numbers 32:19; Deut. 11:30. Some commentators see in the words a fixed geographical name of the Moabite side of the Jordan, even for the inhabitants of that land. Along with this went a local usage, determined by the position of the speaker. Rabbi Hertz
Num 32:19

19
"For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance has fallen to us on this eastern side of the Jordan." (NKJ)

Deut 11:30

30
"Are they not on the other side of the Jordan, toward the setting sun, in the land of the Canaanites who dwell in the plain opposite Gilgal, beside the terebinth trees of Moreh? (NKJ)

1:1 IN THE ARABAH

‘The deep valley running North and South of the Dead Sea’ (RV Margin). Here the southern portion of this valley is meant, extending to the Gulf of Akabah, which is the north-eastern arm of the Red Sea. SUPH. A shorter form of yam suph, the Red Sea. PARAN. The wilderness of Paran is now called the wilderness of el-Tih, north of the Sinai Peninsula, the west of the Arabah. TOPHEL. Some identify this unknown place with el-Tafile, a village about 15 miles south-east of the Dead Sea. LABAN AND HAZEROTH. Possibly the Libnah and Hazeroth in Numbers 33:17-20. DI-ZAHAB. The spot has not been identified. The Hebrew implies ‘a place productive of gold’.


Rabbi Hertz
CHAPTER ONE
Num 33:17-20

17
They departed from Kibroth Hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth.

18
They departed from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah.

19
They departed from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon Perez.

20
They departed from Rimmon Perez and camped at Libnah. (NKJ)
The five names mentioned above seem to delimit the place where Moses gave one of the discourses to Israel. Their identification if uncertain and full of difficulties. Some of the ancient and medieval teachers have been inclined to treat those names homiletically. By playing on their meaning, they associated these places with the murmurings and transgressions of the children of Israel.

Thus, Onkelos translates this verse as follows: ‘These are the words which Moses spake to all Israel beyond Jordan. He reproved them because they had sinned in the Wilderness, and had provoked God to anger in the Plain (Arabah) of Moab; over against the Red Sea (Suph) they murmured against God; in Paran, they had spoken contemptuously (tophel) concerning the manna (laban); and in Hazeroth, they angered Him on account of flesh and because they made the Golden Calf (di-zahab).’

1:2 IT IS ELEVEN DAYS’ JOURNEY
From Horeb, or Sinai, the scene of the Giving of the Law, to Kadesh-Barnea. The distance is between 160 and 170 miles. In 1838, the traveler Robinson followed - the route here specified, and the journey lasted exactly eleven days of ordinary camel-riding.




Rabbi Hertz

1:2 BY THE WAY OF MOUNT SEIR

Or, ‘by the Mount Seir road’ - the easternmost track from the Sinai Peninsula to Kadesh.    Rabbi Hertz

1:3 IN THE FORTIETH YEAR

The date of the discourses. Moses reserved his exhortation for the closing days of his life, in the same way as Jacob (Genesis 49), Joshua (Josh. 24), Samuel (I Sam. 12), and David (I Kings 2). Words spoken at the solemn time of departure from earth have a deep influence upon the hearers.
Rabbi Hertz

1:4 SIHON……….OG
These signal victories, still fresh in the memory of all, are repeatedly mentioned in the Book of Deuteronomy; because the success of Moses’ leadership on these occasions heightened his authority and enabled him to address his people on their faults in the past and their duties in the future.

1:4 AT EDREI

The place where Og was slain (Numbers 21:35); the modern Dera, 30 miles east of the Lake of Tiberias.
Num 21:35

35
So they defeated him, his sons, and all his people, until there was no survivor left him; and they took possession of his land. (NKJ)

CHAPTER ONE

1:5
THIS LAW

‘The Hebrew word Torah does not and never did mean “Law”. It means, and always has meant, “Teaching” ‘(Herford). The word torah may refer to moral guidance, or to a single specific teaching, as in Proverbs 1:8, ‘forsake not the teaching (torath) of thy mother.’ It is also applied to a body of religious precepts or teachings - such as form the central portion of this Book (Chapters 12-26). Often it denotes the entire sum of Israel’s religious doctrine and life - the Torah of Moses.

DIFFICULTIES VERSES 1-5
Apart from the geographical uncertainties there are many other difficulties in these verses, so long as we regard them as forming the title-page to the whole of the Book of Deuteronomy. Thus: 
1. Verse 5 states that ‘Moses began to declare this law, saying’. 
2. In the light of the current view of these verses, this can only mean that the exposition in question follows immediately upon that verse. 
3. And yet the succeeding chapters contain no exposition of the Torah, seeing that, of the one hundred laws contained in those chapters, seventy are not mentioned in the previous Books of the Pentateuch.







Rabbi Hertz

For these and other reasons, many commentators regard verses 1-5 as introductory not to the whole Book, but merely to the First Discourse of Moses as found in (1:6-4:40); and, in consequence, their interpretation differs considerably from that given above. 
One of these commentators is Sforno who paraphrases verse 1, 2 as follows: ‘These are the words which Moses repeatedly spoke unto all Israel, beyond Jordan, in the Arabah, over against Suph, between Paran and Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and Di-zahab; “it is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by way of Mount Seir unto Kadesh-Barnea.” And yet it had taken them forty years to accomplish that journey! Such was the veiled admonition that Moses intended to convey to them by these words in each of the places mentioned.’

Targum Jonathan, Sifri, and Rashi seems to have understood these verses in the same sense. ‘Had Israel been worthy, they could have entered the Land within eleven days; but they were sadly found wanting, and they drew upon themselves the punishment of forty years’ wandering’ (Sifri). 
Luzzatto sees this thought continued in verses 3-5, which he paraphrases as follows, ‘In the fortieth year, after the victories over Sihon and Og, Moses undertook to make clear and expound the veiled meaning embodied in this “teaching”.
Note: You will notice that not only Christian theologians but also Jewish theologians often disagree with the interpretation of the Scriptures. And they all have good reasons why they believe what they believe and so it is all a matter of accepting one or the other in their interpretations. I like to believe that the Holy Spirit guided the writers of the Bible and so if you can stop long enough and be quiet and just listen to ‘What the Spirit says to the Churches’ you might mind the right answer.    Paul the Learner
7
7

