
D A N I E L
CHAPTER TWELVE
Daniel 12:1-4 Prophecy of the End Time
12:1 "At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book. 

2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament,

And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever. 4 "But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase." NKJV
Note: As we read through the Scriptures we find tens of thousands of Jews being killed throughout history and even in Josephus we find that 1,100,000 Jews were slain by the different gangs in the city and by the Roman army and even in our day we see that there were over 6,000 Jews from all parts of the world being killed by Hitler of Germany one third of all the Jews in the world were killed. So when the angel says that there is coming a tribulation that makes these look small in comparison, I can’t help but wonder.   Paul the Learner
Dan 12:5-13

12:5 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the other on that riverbank. 6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?" 7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. 8 Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, "My lord, what shall be the end of these things?" 9 And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. 11 "And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 13 "But you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days."  NKJV
Hope for the End

12:1. Michael. See comment on Dan 10:13. 

12:1. the book. This appears to be a reference to the book of life. In Exodus 32:32-34 Moses is willing to be blotted out of the book, an action that would result in his death. Yahweh replies that the one who sins is wiped out from the book. The metaphor is of a ledger that contains a list of the living. This is comparable to the book that contains the names of those destined for death that Enkidu sees in his dream of the netherworld. When someone's sins mandate judgment, their name is blotted out, thus leading to their death. This draws a connection between the book of life and the book of judgment (see comment on Dan 7:10). Here the book still pertains to continued life, because those recorded will be delivered from the persecution. It is not yet conceived of as a book of eternal life. 

(IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
12:2. resurrection in the ancient Near East. There are several different concepts of afterlife that are evidenced in the ancient Near East. 
1. The most fundamental concept is continued existence in a grave like netherworld where there is no differentiation in the treatment of the righteous and wicked. The Israelites called this place Sheol (see comments on Isa 14:9), and they believed that it allowed for no interaction with God. 
2. In Canaan and Mesopotamia netherworld deities governed this realm. 
3. In Egypt the netherworld existence is more congenial for those who pass the judgment and enter its confines. Those who are not approved are devoured. 
None of these concepts include the idea of resurrection out of the netherworld. In general, in the ancient worldview the only awakening that took place was the calling up of spirits of the dead (which was not permanent and not a bodily presence) or the awakening of the fertility gods of nature cycles. These died annually when the agricultural cycle came to an end and "wintered" in the netherworld. Then they were ritually awakened in the spring. None of this bears any resemblance to a theological doctrine of resurrection. Likewise not comparable are the occasional revivifications (when an individual is restored to life) or the indications of national return to life (Ezekiel's dry bones). A fully developed doctrine of resurrection in the modern sense includes six elements:
(1) It is individual, not national; 
(2) It is material, not spiritual; 
(3) It is universal, not isolated; 
(4) It takes place outside the netherworld; 
(5) It leads to permanent immortality; and 
(6) It involves distinctions between the righteous and the wicked. 
Zoroastrianism appears to have all of these elements, but the nature of the sources makes it difficult to determine how early the Persians developed these concepts (for further discussions see comment on Isa 26:19).  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
12:3. shining like the stars. Stars and angels are associated by the fact that both are referred to as the host of heaven (see comment on Dan 8:10). Contemporary Greek thinking and inter-testamental apocalyptic literature indicated that the righteous become stars or angels. Daniel only speaks of comparison, not identification.   (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
12:1-13: Visions of the end. 12:1: A judgment scene similar to Chapter 7 Michael see 8:15-16 notes; 10:13 notes. Book: The book of life, prominent in the Jewish liturgy of the high holidays, is borrowed from Mesopotamia and is found in the Bible (Exodus 32:32-33; Isaiah 4:3; Revelation 20:15). Here it is more eschatological, i.e. oriented toward the end of time, and may have inscribed only a small subset of the people Israel, as it does in other Jewish apocalyptic texts.  [Jewish Study Bible]
12:2-3: Many…shall awake, i.e. not all; presumably some who deserve eternal life, others who deserve everlasting abhorrence. The doctrine of resurrection and judgment probably came about during the persecutions of Antiochus 4th as a means to effect justice at a time when pious people, the knowledgeable, were being martyred. Unlike Ezekiel’s vision of dry bones (Ezekiel Chapter 37), the resurrection here is not a metaphor for the rebirth of Israel, but individual resurrection for judgment. Whether bodily resurrection or some form of spiritual resurrection is intended is not stated. This is the only certain biblical reference [of the Old Testament] to this doctrine, a doctrine that became central in Christian theology and remained a strong current in Judaism as well. 
It was a tenet of belief for the Pharisees, and Maimonides, centuries later, included it among his thirteen principles of Jewish faith. [Jewish Study Bible]

12:4-13 MEANWHILE. AS TO DANIEL HIMSELF.
A   12:4     The book closed and sealed.

  B    12:5, 6    Inquiry of the two.  “How long?”
    C     12:7-       The answer.
       D     12:-7-      The times.   Three and a half years.

          E      12:-7        The end.

  B    12:8        Inquiry of Daniel.    “What?”

A   12:9      The book closed and sealed.

   C     12:10        The answer.

      D      12:11, 12  The times.

        E        12:13         The end.  The 1,290 and 1,335 days.

          A POSSIBLE ANSWER

Note: The first of these 1,290 days is 1, 29 +30. And the 30 days here may be taken as a “Ve-Adar” or an intercalary month of 30 days for the purpose of “cleansing” this will fall directly after the destruction of the false Messiah [the beast of Revelation 13] and the break up of his confederacy. These thirty days may possibly be the period that is allotted for the construction of the new and glorious “Sanctuary” that is found in Ezekiel Chapters 40-43, which is to be erected after the destruction and removal of the Jewish temple which will have been built by the sons of Israel some time previously to its profanation by the Antichrist – as the antitype of Antiochus 4th Epiphanes.
With regard to the 1,335 days of Daniel 12:12: This is 1, 260 days with an excess of some 75 days. This again being an excess of 45 days beyond the 1,290 of Daniel 12:11. 1,335 is therefore, 1,260 +30 +45. 
If the 30 days are occupied with the “cleansing” i.e. with the “justifying” or “making righteous” a new and glorious “Sanctuary” then it may be that the further 45 days, over and above the 1, 290, will cover the preparation time for the fulfillment of the forty-fifth Psalm (such preparation including the resurrection to life of those concerned in 12:2), in order that the nuptials of the king may be celebrated as described in such wonderful and minute detail in that Psalm.

In connection with the period (1, 335 days) we have the only Beatitude in the book!

‘Blessed (ashrey) is he that waited (=is steadfast) and comes to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days” (Daniel 12:12). A blessed “lot” indeed for those who will have passed through “the Trouble” and are counted worthy to be participators in the scenes of glory and triumph of the King when He is united to restored Israel in that Day, as portrayed in this forty-fifth Psalm!  

The Companion Bible
Daniel 12:4

12:4. seal the words. Already in the eighth century Assyrian texts of an esoteric nature were being preserved. The scribal notations (called colophons) at the ends of such works indicated that they contained secret lore to be shared only with those who were initiates. Scrolls could be sealed either by tying a string around them and sealing the knot with clay, or by placing them in a jar and sealing the cover. The clay or the seal around the lid would be impressed with the owner's seal. Mesopotamia used cylinder seals, Egypt used scarab seals, and Syria-Palestine used stamp seals. Tablets would be sealed inside a clay envelope, which would be impressed with the owner's seal. 
The seals were intended to vouchsafe the integrity of the contents. They warned against tampering and, if intact, attested to the authenticity of the document. For more information see Neh 9:38. 

(IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

SOME POINTS TO PONDER

1. The real you.

2. The process of change.

3. The process of resurrection.

1. The real you
Now when God created you in your mothers womb [‘Before I formed you in the belly I knew you…’ Jeremiah 1:5] God placed something inside of you that is invisible, eternal, in our day and age we would call it a memory chip, in other words it would record everything that happens in your life, every thought and every response to what happens in your life, as Jesus said, ‘that you will have to account for every idle words that you have spoken.’ We would call this our soul. In fact Job understood this as we see from Job 10:11 ‘You have clothed me with skin and flesh, and have fenced the real me my soul with bones and sinews.’ These are my words but I believe the meaning is correct. If you read Revelation 6:9-11 you will find that God is speaking to the souls who are under the altar, these were slain on the earth, and the thing that is interesting is they remembered what happened and wanted vengeance and God even clothed them with white robes.
I think that the apostle Paul said it best when he said, ‘Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.’ 1 Corinthians 15:50 the only way the Enoch and Elijah could enter into heaven was to be changed [there flesh and blood must be destroyed] and so that there soul’s could go to that place where there is no corruption of our bodies. We are so careful of our bodies that even after death, they put them in a box and place them in the ground and then expect God to change them like what is recorded in Ezekiel Chapter 37 but this is speaking about the nation of Israel and not you and me. There are cases of people being eaten by wild animals such as Jezebel in 1 Kings 21:23 and I am sure that there are many cases of people being totally destroyed by fire and etc. But as David said 

‘I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made…15 My substance [my DNA code] was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Thine eyes did see my substance [my DNA] , yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.’  Psalms 139:13-16
In other words before God created you in your mother’s womb He recorded your DNA code in His book and that means He can created you just as you are today.   Paul the Learner

2 The process of change

After the apostle Paul wrote 1 Cor. 15:50 listen to what he says, ‘Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep [there will be some living on the earth when the Lord Comes who will not taste of death] but we shall all be changed. 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.’ 1 Corinthians 15:51-52

God has a process to change a physical human’s body into spiritual one or as the apostle Paul said it, this corruptible flesh that we live in must be changed to an incorruptible body that is immortal and not limited as we are. God has proven this procedure twice in the Scriptures ‘And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.’ Genesis 6:24 
and also the other example given in ‘And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.’ 2 Kings 2:11. Now there is yet a third example as we see from Matthew 17:3 ‘And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses [whom the scripture states God buried] and Elias [this is Elijah the prophet] talking with him.’ This proves that after death there is yet an existence for these two disappeared.
2. The process of resurrection
For a perfect example I could point out the empty grave of Jesus but I want to show you another example from Scripture, ‘And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose. 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.’ Matthew 27:52, 53 Now I am sure that they did not go back to there grave but instead as the scripture states ‘He led captivity captive…’ in other words Jesus took them all to heaven with Him. But in closing this short subject I want to turn your attention to what we call the rapture of the Church of Jesus Christ there are many who feel that only those of there denomination or particular belief will be raptured by our Lord, well I want you to see the following example that I have spoken about before in this study.
The number three means completion such as:

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit

2. Heaven, earth and Hell

3. Body soul and spirit

4. The Dragon [Satan] the false prophet and the beast of Revelation 13
5. The Church [Born again believer both Jew and Gentile, the 144,000 Jewish remnant, and finally the multitude without number of both Jews and Gentile who missed the 1st rapture because of not being ready and must now give there life or take the mark of the beast Rev. 12:17; 13:17.

I want to deal with # 5 the trinity of the Church of Jesus Christ.

1. The born again believers will not have to face the wrath of the beast or any part of the great tribulation period according to Jesus, ‘Because you have kept the word of my patience, I also will keep you from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.’ Revelation 3:10 spoken to the church of Philadelphia because of there little strength and keeping the word of God and not denying the name of our Lord. The church of Jesus Christ has had continuous tribulation since its conception, so to say that they have another 3 ½ years of tribulation to contend with is a bit to much.  
             [Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory]
2. The second group I want to speak about is the remnant of Israel that God has promised throughout the Old Testament to save and protect as we see from Revelation 12:13-16 the woman being Israel and the man child being none other that Jesus the Messiah of Israel. We find this group in both Revelation 7, 14 infact you will find them with Yeshua [Jesus] on Mount Sion with His Father’s name written in their foreheads. And according to Revelation 14:3 ‘they were redeemed from the earth.’ Now that speaks of rapture.    
              [Mid – Tribulation Rapture Theory]
3. Now this third part of the Church of Jesus Christ is found in Revelation 7:9-17. Many would like to say that this IS THE CHURCH. 
Well first of all John did not recognize them for he asked who they were, and second they were from all nations not just Israel and as we see in Rev. 7:9 they were in heaven, these blessed ones came out of great tribulation Rev. 7:14 and it says in Rev. 7:17 that the Lord will wipe away all tears from their eyes. Jesus said, ‘he that looses his life for my sake SHALL FIND IT.’    Paul the Learner     [Post – Tribulation Rapture Theory]    [my little theory]
Daniel 12:1

Verse 1 [And at that time] at the period referred to in the preceding chapter. The fair construction of the passage demands this interpretation, and if that refers to Antiochus Epiphanes, then what is here said must also; and we are to look for the direct and immediate fulfillment of this prediction in something that occurred under him, however, it may be supposed to have an ultimate reference to other and more remote events. The phrase "at that time," however, does not limit what is here said to any one part of his life, or to his death, but to the general period referred to in the time of his reign. That reign was but eleven years, and the fulfillment must be found somewhere during that period.

[Shall Michael] On the meaning of this word, and the being here referred to, see the notes at Dan 10:13.

[Stand up] That is, he shall interpose; he shall come forth to render aid. This does not mean necessarily that he would visibly appear, but that he would in fact interpose. In the time of great distress and trouble, there would be supernatural or angelic aid rendered to the people of God. No man can prove that this would not be so, nor is there any inherent improbability in the supposition that good angels may be employed to render assistance in the time of trouble. Compare the notes at Dan 10:13.

[The great prince which stranded for the children of thy people] See the notes as above at Dan 10:13. The meaning is that he had the affairs of the Hebrew people, or the people of God, especially under his protection, or he was appointed to watch over them. This doctrine is in accordance with the notions that prevailed at that time; and no one can demonstrate that it is not true. There is no authority for applying this to the Messiah, as many have done, for the term Michael is not elsewhere given to him, and all that the language fairly conveys is met by the other supposition. The simple meaning is, that he who was the guardian angel of that nation, or who was appointed to watch over its interests, would at that time of great trouble interpose and render aid.

[And there shall be a time of trouble] Under Antiochus Epiphanes. See the notes at Dan 11:21-45. Compare the books of the Maccabees, passim.
[Such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time] This might be construed with reference to the Jewish nation, as meaning that the trouble would be greater than any that had occurred during its history. But it may also be taken, as our translators understand it, in a more general sense, as referring to any or all nations. In either sense it can hardly be considered as the language of hyperbole. The troubles that came upon the land under the persecutions of Antiochus probably surpassed any that the Hebrew nation ever experienced, nor could it be shown that, for the same period of time, they were surpassed among any other people. The Saviour has employed this language as adapted to express the intensity of the trials which would be brought upon the Jews by the Romans (Matt 24:21), but he does not say that as used in Daniel it had reference originally to that event. It was language appropriate to express the thought which he wished to convey, and he, therefore, so employed it.

[And at that time] When these troubles are at their height.

[Thy people shall be delivered] To wit, by the valor and virtues of the Maccabees. See the accounts in the books of the Maccabees. 
[Every one that shall be found written in the book] Whose names are enrolled; that is, enrolled as among the living. The idea is, that a register was made of the names of those who were to be spared, to wit, by God, or by the angel, and that all whose names were so recorded would be preserved. Those not so enrolled would be cut off under the persecutions of Antiochus. The language here does not refer to the book of eternal life or salvation, nor is it implied that they who would thus be preserved would necessarily be saved, but to their preservation from death and persecution. 
As if their names were recorded in a book, or were enrolled. We frequently meet with similar ideas in the Scriptures. The idea is, of course, poetical, but it expresses with sufficient clearness the thought that there was a Divine purpose in regard to them, and that there was a definite number whom God designed to keep alive, and that these would be delivered from those troubles, while many others would be cut off. Compare the notes at Dan 10:21. (Barnes' Notes)
Note: Barnes reminds me of Adam Clarke both of these men are what we call historist, they look at everything as being in the past. Then there are those who look at Scripture and put it into the future and forget about what happened in the past. I believe that there are things in the past that are repeated in the future.  Paul the Learner

Daniel 12:2

[And many of them] The natural and obvious meaning of the word "many" rabiym here is, that a large portion of the persons referred to would thus awake, but not all. So we should understand it if applied to other things, as in such expressions as these - "many of the people," "many of the houses in a city," "many of the trees in a forest," "many of the rivers in a country," etc. In the Scriptures, however, it is undeniable that the word is sometimes used to denote the whole considered as constituted of many, as in Rom 5:15-16, 19. In these passages no one can well doubt that the word many is used to denote all, considered as composed of the "many" that make up the human race, or the "many" offences that man has committed. So if it were to be used respecting those who were to come forth from the caves and fastnesses where they had been driven by persecution, or those who sleep in their graves, and who will come forth in a general resurrection, it might be used of them considered as the many, and it might be said "the many" or "the multitude" comes forth.

[That sleep] This expression is one that denotes either natural sleep, or anything that resembles sleep. In the latter sense it is often used to denote death, and especially the death of the pious-who calmly slumber in their graves in the hope of awaking in the morning of the resurrection. See the notes at 1 Thessalonians 4:14. It cannot be denied that it might be applied to those who, for any cause, were inactive, or whose energies were not aroused-as we often employ the word sleep or slumber-and that it might be tints used of those who seemed to slumber in the midst of the persecutions which raged, and the wrongs that were committed by Antiochus; but it would be most natural to understand it of those who were dead, and this idea would be particularly suggested in the connection in which it stands here.

[In the dust of the earth] Hebrew, "In the ground, or earth of dust" - °admat ‘aapaar. The language denotes the ground or earth considered as composed of dust, and would naturally refer to those who are dead and buried-considered as sleeping there with the hope of awaking in the resurrection.

[Shall awake] This is language appropriate to those who are asleep, and to the dead considered as being asleep. It might, indeed, be applied to an arousing from a state of lethargy and inaction, but its most obvious, and its full meaning, would be to apply it to the resurrection of the dead, considered as an awaking to life of those who were slumbering in their graves.

[Some] One portion of them. The relative number is not designated, but it is implied that there would be two classes. They would not all rise to the same destiny, or the same lot.
[To everlasting life] So that they would live forever. This stands in contrast with their" sleeping in the dust of the earth," or their being dead, and it implies that that state would not occur in regard to them again. Once they slept in the dust of the earth; now they would live for ever, or would die no more. Whether in this world or in another is not here said, and there is nothing in the passage which would enable one to determine this. The single idea is that of living forever, or never dying again. 
Daniel 12:2
This is language which must have been derived from the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, and of the future state, and which must imply the belief of that doctrine in whatever sense it may be used here. It is such as in subsequent times was employed by the sacred writers to denote the future state, and the rewards of the righteous. The most common term employed in the New Testament, perhaps, to describe true religion, is life, and the usual phrase to denote the condition of the righteous after the resurrection is eternal or everlasting life. Compare Matt 25:46. This language, then, would most naturally be referred to that state, and covers all the subsequent revelations respecting the condition of the blessed.

[And some to shame] Another portion in such a way that they shall have only shame or dishonor. The Hebrew word means reproach, scorn, contumely; and it may be applied to the reproach which one casts on another, Job 16:10; Ps 39:8(:9); 79:12; or to the reproach which rests on anyone, Josh 5:9; Isa 54:4. Here the word means the reproach or dishonor which would rest on them for their sins, their misconduct, and their evil deeds. The word itself would apply to any persons who were subjected to disgrace for their former misconduct. 
1. If it be understood here as having a reference to those who would be aroused from their apathy, and summoned from their retreats in the times of the Maccabees, the meaning is, that they would be called forth to public shame on account of their apostasy, and their conformity to pagan customs; 
2. If it be interpreted as applying to the resurrection of the dead, it means that the wicked would rise to reproach and shame before the universe for their folly and vileness. As a matter of fact, one of the bitterest ingredients in the doom of the wicked will be the shame and confusion with which they will be overwhelmed in the great day on account of the sins and follies of their course in this world.
[And everlasting contempt] The word "everlasting" in this place is the same which in the former part of the verse is applied to the other portion that would awake, and like that properly denotes eternal; as in Matt 25:46, the word translated "everlasting" (punishment) is the same which is rendered "eternal" (life), and means what is to endure forever. So the Greek here, where the same word occurs, as in Matt 25:46 - "some to everlasting life," eis zooeen aioonion, "and some to everlasting contempt," eis

 Aischuneen aioonion - is one which would denote a strict and proper eternity. The word "contempt" 
d­raa°own means, properly, a repulse; and then aversion, abhorrence. The meaning here is aversion or abhorrence-the feeling with which we turn away from what is loathsome, disgusting, or hateful. Then it denotes the state of mind with which we contemplate the vile and the abandoned; and in this respect expresses the emotion with which the wicked will be viewed on the final trial. 
The word everlasting completes the image, meaning that this feeling of loathing and abhorrence would continue forever. In a subordinate sense this language might be used to denote the feelings with which cowards, ingrates, and apostates are regarded on earth. 

But it cannot be doubted that it will receive its most perfect fulfillment in the future world-in that aversion with which the lost will be viewed by all holy beings in the world to come. (Barnes' Notes)

Daniel 12:3

[And they that be wise] This is the language which, in the Scriptures, is employed to denote the pious, or those who serve God and keep his commandments. See the book of Proverbs, passim. True religion is wisdom, and sin is folly, and they who live for God and for heaven are the truly wise. The meaning is that they have chosen the path which true wisdom suggests as that in which man should walk, while all the ways of sin are ways of folly. The language used here is expressive of a general truth, applicable in itself to all the righteous at all times, and nothing can be inferred from the term employed as to what was designed by the angel.
Daniel 12:3
[Shall shine as the brightness of the firmament] As the sky above us. The image is that of the sky at night, thick set with bright and beautiful stars. No comparison could be more striking. The meaning would seem to be, that each one of the righteous will be like a bright and beautiful star, and that, in their numbers, and order, and harmony, they would resemble the heavenly constellations at night. Nothing can be more sublime than to look on the heavens in a clear night, and to think of the number and the order of the stars above us as an emblem of the righteous in the heavenly world. The word rendered firmament means, properly, expanse, or what is spread out, and it is applied to the sky as it appears to be spread out above us.

[And they that turn many to righteousness] Referring to those who would be instrumental in converting men to the worship of the true God, and to the ways of religion. This is very general language, and might be applied to any persons who have been the means of bringing sinners to the knowledge of the truth. It would apply in an eminent degree to ministers of the gospel that was successful in their work, and to missionaries among the pagan. From the mere language, however, nothing certain can be argued as to the original reference as used by the angel, and it seems to have been his intention to employ language so general that it might be applied to all, of all ages and countries, who would be instrumental in turning men to God.
[As the stars] As the stars that are distinguished by their size and luster in the firmament. In the former part of the verse, when speaking of those who were "wise," the design seems to be to compare them to the sky as it appears, set over with innumerable stars, and in their numbers and groupings constituting great beauty; in this member of the sentence the design seems to be to compare these who are eminent in converting men, to the particular beautiful and bright stars that strike us as we look on the heavens-those more distinguished in size and splendor, and that seem to lead on the others. The meaning is that amidst the hosts of the saved they will be conspicuous, or they will be honored in proportion to their toils, their sacrifices, and their success.

[Forever and ever] To all eternity. This refers to those who shall turn many to righteousness; and the meaning is, that they shall continue thus to be distinguished and honored to all eternity. (Barnes' Notes)

LET’S ASK THE JUDGE ABOUT ETERNAL JUDGMENT

1. Prophecy of many going through the gate of destruction – ‘Enter you in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it.’ Matthew 7:13-14.

2. Prophecy of those who do iniquity being cast into fire – ‘The Son of man shall send his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.’ Matthew 13:41-42

3. Prophecy of the unpardonable sin – ‘Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy shall not be forgiven unto men. And whoso speaks a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaks against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.’ Matthew 12:31-32 [calling the works of the Holy Ghost the works of Satan].
4. Prophecy of the resurrection of damnation – ‘Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.’ John 5:28-29

5. Prophecy of everlasting punishment – ‘And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.’ Matthew 25:46

6. Prophecy of the cursed being cast into everlasting fire – ‘Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’ Matthew 25:41

7. Prophecy of the wicked being cast into fire – ‘So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.’  Matthew 13:49-50   Page 104 Amazing Discoveries in the words of Jesus by Gordon Lindsay Published by The Voice of Healing Publishing Co.  Shreveport La.   [1951]
20:11 The One sitting on the throne is Yeshua. Although he shares the throne with God the Father (3:21), it is through Yeshua alone that God renders the final judgment (see also v. 12a Notes). According to Yochanan’s John’s Gospel,

“The Father does not judge anyone, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son....[The Father] has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Don't be surprised at this; because the time is coming when all who are in the grave will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to a resurrection of life and those who have done evil to a resurrection of judgment.” (John 5:22, 27-29)

What the Gospel calls the “resurrection of life” is in this chapter called the first resurrection, for believers only; while the “resurrection of judgment” applies to “the rest of the dead” (v. 5), who experience the second death (v. 14). See John 5:22 N and compare Acts 17:31.
Earth and heaven fled from his presence and no place was found for them, because they are corrupted by sin, unholy and impure (Romans 8:19-22). Although in the present age the impure defiles the pure, when God himself appears in glory his purity banishes the impure, for his holiness cannot abide that which is corrupted by sin (see Mt 9:20&N). The only remedy is “a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had passed away” (21:1).

20:12a I saw the dead, both great and small, standing in front of the throne.

“All of us will stand before God's judgment seat....For we must all appear before the Messiah's court of judgment, where everyone will receive the good or bad consequences of what he did while he was in the body...on a day when God passes judgment on people's inmost secrets. (According to the Good News as I proclaim it, he does this through the Messiah Yeshua.)” (Rom 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Rom 2:16)
20:12 b Books...another book, the Book of Life. There seem to be two elements in the Final Judgment. 1. First, there is judgment for eternal salvation (v. 5) or damnation (vv. 14-15) on the basis of being written in the Book of Life. 
2. Second, there is judgment according to works from what was written in the books (plural); this concept appears in the Tanakh at Daniel 7:9-10. From these books God judges all our deeds (see Rom. 2:6&N), both public and secret, and even our innermost thoughts (see vv. 11-15, v. 12a N). For the saved this judgment determines rewards (1 Corinthians 3:8-15&N), while for the lost it determines degrees of punishment (Lk 12:47-48). 
3. But third, in traditional Judaism there is yet another meaning to these books—they determine what a person will experience in this world, not in the world to come.

The Hebrew term “sefer-chayim” (“book of life,” “book of the living”) appears in the Tanakh only at 
Revelation 20:12
Psalms 69:28-29(27-28),
“Add iniquity to their iniquity,

don't let them come into Your righteousness.

Let them be blotted out of the book of life
And not be written with the righteous.”

(Incidentally, this is a continuation of the passage quoted at Romans 11:9-10.)

The first reference to such a book is in Exodus 32:32-33. After the Israelites made the golden calf, Moses prayed that God would forgive them for this great sin, “and if not, then I pray that you blot me out of your book which you have written” (compare what Sha’ul  Saul or Paul writes at Rom. 9:2-4 a&N). Adonai's response to Moses was, “Whoever has sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.”
Other places in the Tanakh referring to a book containing individual destinies in the ‘olam haba are Malachi 3:16 (“a book of remembrance was opened”) and Daniel 12:1 (“every one whose name shall be found written in the book”); while Psalm 139:16 (“your book”) seems to refer to the ‘olam hazeh. In the New Testament the term “Book of Life” appears at Philippians 4:3 and Hebrews 12:23 (and compare Lk 10:20), as well as six times in Revelation (3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27), always signifying eternal salvation. There are other references in the Pseudepigrapha (Jubilees 30:22, which mentions a second book, the book of those who will be destroyed, with the possibility of having one's name transferred to it from the Book of Life; 1 Enoch 104:7 ; 108:3, 7 ; 1 Baruch 24:1) and in early Christian literature (Vision of Hermes 1 :24, Similitude 2 :12). In the Mishnah it is spoken of in Pirkey-Avot 2:1 (quoted above in vv. 11-15), 3:17.

From God's answer to Moses in Exodus, together with 3:1-5 above, we learn that it is possible to fall from grace, to have one's eternal destiny changed from salvation to condemnation, in consequence of un-repented sin in one's life, even though such passages as Ephesians 1:3-14 and 1 Peter 2:9 suggest that salvation is predestined. One way to deal with this antinomy is to suppose that everyone's name is initially written in the Book of Life—babies who die before the age of responsibility go to heaven. 
But upon reaching the age of responsibility, everyone sins (Romans 3:23); and only those who turn to God through Yeshua the Messiah (John 14:6) can know that they are saved. A name is not removed from the Book of Life unless the person has committed the unpardonable sin, the sin against the Holy Spirit, of finally and definitively rejecting God and his Son Yeshua (Mt 12:32&N).

The term “book of life” finds a prominent place in the liturgy for the High Holy Days. Thus the final blessing of the ‘Amidah is expanded so as to conclude:

“May we and all your people, the house of Israel, be remembered and inscribed in the book of life, blessing, peace and prosperity, so that we will have a life of goodness and peace. Blessed are you, Adonai, the maker of peace.”
20:13-14 All the dead who have not participated in the first resurrection are now resurrected and judged (see vv. 5-6 above). There is no longer any need for Sh’ol Hell, where the dead are held for judgment, since this is the judgment. Nor is there need for death, the punishment for sin, since sin is now being banished from the universe, as foretold by Sha’ul at 1 Corinthians 15:54-55. Likewise the sea, a biblical metaphor for death, destruction and turmoil (see Isaiah 57:20, Ezekiel 28:8, Psalm 107:25-28), harboring fearsome, Satanic creatures such as Leviathan (Isaiah 27:1, Psalm 104:27, Job 40:25-41:26(41:1-34)) and the beast of 12:18-13:8 above, releases its dead for judgment, so that, having served its purpose, it too disappears (21:1).

20:15 This is the event foretold by the parable of the sheep and the goats in Mt 25:31-46:

“Then he will also speak to those on his left, saying, ‘Get away from me, you who are cursed! Go off into the fire prepared for the Adversary and his angels!’...They will go off to eternal punishment, but those who have done what God wants will go to eternal life.” (Mt 25:41, 46)

The “eternal life” spoken of is depicted in 22:1-22:5.

It is possible that the lake of fire is meant literally, to the degree that the wicked, in resurrected physical bodies, will experience physically the torment of burning and stench forever. Or it may be a metaphor for the eternal pain of knowing that one is forever to be denied the bliss of being present with the God of the universe and must be separated from him, to burn forever with frustration, anger and regret; Jean-Paul Sartre's play, “No Exit,” is one man's expression of this understanding. For more on the lake of fire, see 19:20.
Anyone whose name was not found written in the Book of Life was hurled into the lake of fire. (On “Book of Life” see v. 12 b N.) This is the climactic moment for the wicked. Yet it is not God who has determined their fate, but they themselves, 
1. By their deeds that fall short of God's holiness, 
2. And by their lack of trusting Him for salvation through Yeshua the Messiah. 
“The Lord...is patient with you; for it is not his purpose that anyone should be destroyed, but that everyone should turn from his sins” (2 Peter 3:9). And compare Rom 2:1-8, especially vv. 5 b-6: “...by your unrepentant heart you are storing up anger for yourself on the Day of Anger, when God's righteous judgment will be revealed; for he will pay back each one according to his deeds,” as taught in Psalm 62:13(12) and Proverbs 24:12. God's desire is that the wicked should turn from his evil ways.

Revelation 20:15
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, says Adonai, God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed against me and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says Adonai, God; so turn, and live!” (Ezekiel 18:30-32)

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who trusts in him may have eternal life, instead of being utterly destroyed. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but rather so that through him, the world might be saved. Those who trust in him are not judged; those who do not trust have been judged already, in that they have not trusted in the one who is God's only Son.” (John 3:16-18)

The Judaism of today tends to finesse or minimize the punishment to be meted out to the wicked. Orthodox Judaism speaks of a probationary period (like the Roman Catholic purgatory) of not more than eleven months for members of the House of Israel. In this sense Judaism does not take sin seriously, in terms of its consequences to the individual sinner.
To those who cannot relate to vv. 11-15 because they find the doctrine of eternal punishment for the wicked too fearsome, or because they cannot accept that God would be “so mean—it's against his loving nature,” the Tanakh replies, “The fear of Adonai is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). Justice and mercy, holiness and love are qualities which God balances in his own way, which may not be the way we would choose.

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, says Adonai,

and my ways are not your ways.

As the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

“There is a way which seems right to a man,

but at its end are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 14:12).
(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved Used by permission.)
The Tribulation (Dan 12:1). "At that time" means "during the time of the end." the time period the angel is describing in this part of the prophecy. We have now reached the middle of the Tribulation when Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel, seizes the temple, and sets himself up as world dictator and god. This is the "abomination of desolation" that Daniel wrote about in 9:27; 11:31; and 12:11, and that Jesus referred to in His Olivet Discourse (Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14). The last three and a half years of Daniel's seventieth week will usher in a time of terrible suffering. "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be," said Jesus (Matt 24:21). See Rev 13-19.

One of the features of this terrible time will be Antichrist's (Satan's) war against the Jewish people (Rev 12), but Michael, the angel assigned to care for the Jewish people (Dan 10:13, 21; Rev 12:7), will come to their aid. God's elect people will be preserved (Matt 24:22). This will include the 144,000 who are sealed by the Lord (Rev 7:1-8). God will keep His covenant with Abraham and see to it that the Jewish remnant will enter into their promised kingdom. 
Daniel 12:1

Military invasion (Dan 11:40-43). When Antichrist moves into the land of Israel and sets up his image in the Jewish temple and declares himself the ruler and god of the whole world, not everybody will bow down to his will. The kings of the north and the south will oppose him and bring their armies to Palestine. In previous prophecies in Daniel, the king of the south has been Egypt and the king of the north has been Syria, but those designations may not apply to the nations in the end times. Some students equate this invasion with the battle described in Ezek 38-39, and they see in it a northern confederacy headed by Russia and a southern confederacy headed by Egypt and its allies. The Antichrist will overcome his enemies and acquire great wealth as a result. 
Armageddon (Dan 11:44-45). Throughout the last three and a half years of the Tribulation period, nations will submit to the rule of Antichrist, but there will be growing dissent and opposition, even though his work is energized by Satan. The news report in verse 44 refers to the growing army from the east that will meet the forces of Antichrist on the Plain of Esdraelon to fight what is called "the battle of Armageddon" (Rev 9:13-21; 16:12-16; Joel 3:1-2,12-14; Zech 14:1-3). The word "Armageddon" means "mountain of Megiddo." and this battle ("campaign") occurs at the end of the Tribulation period. 

The return of Christ. As the huge army from the east gets positioned to attack the forces of Antichrist in Israel, the sign of the returning Son of Man will appear in the heavens (Matt 24:29-30), and the opposing armies will unite to fight Jesus Christ. But the Lord will descend from heaven with His armies, defeat both armies, and take captive Satan, Antichrist, and the false prophet and cast them into the lake of fire (Rev 19:11-21; see also Zech 12:1-9; 14:1-3). "He [Antichrist] shall come to his end, and no one shall help him" (Dan 11:45).

Daniel doesn't reveal this truth, but the Prophet Zechariah promises that the nation of Israel will see their Messiah as He comes from heaven, recognize Him, repent of their sins, and trust Him, and the nation will be cleansed (Zech 12:10-13:1). Jesus will stand on the Mount of Olives (14:4; Acts 1:11-12), "and the Lord shall be king over all the earth" (Zech 14:9) and will establish His glorious kingdom for a thousand years (Rev 20:1-7).
(From the Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)
Remember we only see in part and know in part so it is good to see other view points and to consider what is truth and what is only theory, even my ideals.   Paul the Learner

Daniel 12:11-12

12:11-12. 1,290/1,335 days. A lunar calendar was in use through most of the ancient world that resulted in years of 354 days. It had long been recognized that the solar year was 365 days, so periodic adjustments were made by adding months of a determined number of days. Greek practice used standardized thirty-day months that were also regularly adjusted to the solar cycle. Twelve hundred and ninety days is three years and seven months of thirty-day months. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by Inter Varsity Press. All rights reserved.)
12:12: Other time predictions are added, pushing the expected end slightly later than those that have come before. It is possible that the failure of the end to come prompted two successive adjustments.

  [Jewish Study Bible]

The Hebrew accent: Blessed is he that expected and shall reach the goal today, 1335”  
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